From the Pastor:
More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing
value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the
loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain
Christ 9and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that
comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. Philippians 3:8-9
Just yesterday, my size thirteen shoes got the better of me and I crashed my way through
a chair on my way into Thursday morning Bible study. Then in the evening, on my way

out of worship, I attempted to trip myself with the acolyte staff before ejecting it two
rows deep in the nave. Fortunately, I caught both it and myself at the same time. Still,
nobody would’ve confused those moments as graceful.
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Despite grace being a key concept in our Christian faith, when we think of graceful, we’re
more likely to think about a figure skater landing a breath-taking jump or a butterfly
singing a song through the air with its colorful wings. With winter’s icy sidewalks just behind us, you are likely to have had a recent moment when your feet and legs did not
convey the grace that you had hoped. One of my worst slip-slide-falls came at just this
time of year, on the slippery surfaces of springtime mud.
I was in college at Slippery Rock (fitting for sure) and heading to the commuter parking
lot with my best friend Seth. My truck was closer and in between the staircases from the
sidewalk down to the lot. I was in a hurry, because I had to drive down to Duquesne to
pick up my older brother from college for the weekend. It was then that I made the unwise choice of making a shortcut straight down the hill to my truck rather that loose thirty seconds by going to the next stairs and coming back. Two steps into my descent, I
had one of those cartoonish moments where my feet started going every which way at
once. Seth and a small group of unknown female onlookers paused to get a glimpse of
the upcoming train wreck. For a brief moment, my feet stilled under me, and a feeling of
triumph rose up inside of me. I was about to have serious credit with Seth, and a good
conversation starter with a group of ladies.
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Unfortunately, the feeling of triumph rising up caused my hands to also begin to rise up, which unset-

tled my tenuous balance, sending me into another skid. This time there would be no more recovery. I
covered the rest of the hill by sliding down it on my back. Total wipeout. Gazes of respect and interest
from the onlooking crowd turned to delight that my fall was complete, with a wide, wet muddy stain
from my shoulders to my backside to highlight my gracelessness. Fortunately, my body was fine, but
my pride and ego lay shattered in broken pieces along that muddy, slippery hillside. Not only that, but
I still had to drive to Pittsburgh and go into Curt’s building to get him. It felt like shame upon shame.
Life goes that way sometimes. To be sure, one aspect of grace is the poetry in motion of the moments
when God’s will and our will are in beautiful harmony. When our identity as God’s children shines
through, that is the glorious light of grace. However, instead of elegantly gliding across the ice, all too
often, we slip, stumble, and fall flat on our backs. We go skidding down the hillside muddying ourselves up along the way. Although we fail at grace in those moments, they are no less graceful.
Instead of our grace being on display, God’s gracefulness shines into and through our failings. In our
shame, in our weakness, in our soiled selves, God works grace upon grace to restore us to the beauty
of our intended image, which is God’s image. There, at the bottom of our fallen down hills, stands Jesus. Unlike Seth at the top pointing and laughing, Jesus picks us back up, unafraid of the stains we
have accumulated on our way down. Jesus picks us back up and there exchanges our muddied clothes
and muddied lives for the radiant clothes of the saints, not because we have somehow earned them
through our former moments of harmony. He takes our shame and dirt, pain and discord transforming
them into the melody of hearts rejoined to God, because God loves us. These are graceful moments
indeed.

St. Peter’s welcomed Amorabella Ann
Jason on Sunday, March 3, 2019.
Proud Parents:
Matthew & Lindsay Jason
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Announcements & birthdays:
April Birthdays
St. Peter’s Church Family Wishes
Many Blessings To You!

1 Bea King

26 Kate Johns

3 Barb Graham

27 Russ Zoelle

3 Rege Rengers

28 Sue Mick

3 Gail Hendricks

30 Pat Painter

4 Don Myers Jr.
4 Nicole Gloeckner
5 Mark Zoelle
8 Lorcan Merrison
9 Lisa Barnett
13 Sarah Long
13 Thor Lingenfelter
14 Morgan Weir

Many thanks to all of our “assistant bell
ringers” who help to ring the church bell
signaling the start of our worship service!
Due to popular demand we have created a
new volunteer opportunity for kids to
serve at St. Peter’s! Two children will be
partnered with an adult volunteer to help
assist with ringing in the worship service.

16 Cheryl Thomas
19 Steve Riddle
20 Janice Marbuger
21 Emily Taylor
22 Norma Iman
22 Chris Merrison Jr.
24 Thelma Schoeffel
25 Jim Shaffer

26 Kim Sharrar
Help Wanted: Keeping the Word Alive Vigil – Starting after the 7 pm Good Friday Service St. Peter’s
family and friends will work as a team to keep a vigil until the sunrise service on Easter morning. This a
unique opportunity to deepen our spiritual connection to Christ, the Living
Word, in connection with the time he spent in the tomb. The vigil will include
reading the Gospel of Luke as well as other devotional materials. There is a
poster in Luther Hall where you can sign up to be a reader or “watcher” (a buddy for the reader so they don’t have to be in the church alone). To make this
vigil successful we need volunteers to sign up at any time (day or night)!
3

St. Peter’s Game Nights

Looking Ahead…

Game night will be held the 4th Saturday of
this month at 6:30 pm. Bring family and
friends, your favorite game and a snack or
treat to share.

Apr. 4 & 11 Meager Meal 6 pm
Service 7 pm
April 14

Palm Sunday— Worship 10:15

April 17

Silent Service 7 pm

April 18

Maundy Thursday—Seder 6:30

April 19

Good Friday :
Community Cross Walk—noon

(Starting at St. Peter’s)
Worship Service 7 pm

Attention 2019 Graduates:
St. Peter’s will honor all graduates on a Sunday, in June.
(Date will be announced in next months newsletter). Please
submit a brief summary of your graduation to the church
office by June 1st. (Example: name, graduating from, activities you participated in, future plans, etc.)

St. Peter’s After School Program would like to
thank the SWPA Synod Mission Endowment Fund
for a $1,000 grant that was awarded to them for
the 2019-2020 school year.

Please join us in celebrating Bea King’s 90th
Birthday!
OPEN HOUSE HERE AT
ST. PETER’S
April 6th
1-4 pm

NO GIFTS PLEASE!
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Easter Egg Hunt Donations - there

is a box in the back of the nave for
donations for St. Peter’s Easter Egg
Hunt hosted by Learning Ministry on
Easter morning starting at 9:15 am.
Donations need to fit inside a plastic
Easter egg. Suggestions include:
candy (no hard tack candy please)
and small prizes. Help us to have a
successful Easter egg hunt for St.
Peter’s kids!
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financial facts

02/03/2019
Synod Benevolence

$

447.50

Curent Fund

$ 3,437.50

Flowers

$

02/10/2019
$

147.40

$ 3,081.60

02/17/2019
$

175.10

02/24/2019 online giving
$

122.50

$ 1,865.90

$ 2,190.32

$

47.00

$

Camper Fundraiser

$

Manna Night

35.00

totals
$

$

195.00

78.00

892.50

$ 10,770.32
$

160.00

215.00

$

215.00

$

50.00

$

50.00

Brick Loan

$

80.00

$

170.00

$

150.00

$

130.00

$

530.00

Sherry Ifft

$

20.00

$

30.00

$

20.00

$

140.18

$

210.18

Sunday School

$

7.00

$

10.00

$

6.00

$

22.07

$

45.07

After School Program

$

200.00

$

700.00

$

900.00

$

10.00

Food Cupboard

$

10.00

EDCO Park

$

10.00

$

10.00

Camperships

$

10.00

$

10.00

$ 4,247.00

$ 3,439.00

$ 3,229.00

$ 2,693.07

$

195.00

$ 13,803.07

A Financial Update – in an effort to keep everyone informed about our current financial situation the reconciled treasurers report of our current fund as of the end of
February 2019 is as follows: Current Fund $-18,701.93 (due to a need for an equity fund from previous loans), Memorial Fund $2,483.15, Youth Fund $7,955.74,
Manna Fund $3,042.83, Priority Project Fund $8,202.01, After School Program
$12,919.88. Many thanks to those who continue to give to these funds which give us
the ability to serve Christ and others.

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for April
Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for April will
support EDCO Park. If you would like to support
this cause please mark the other line on your
contribution envelope
EDCO.

2019 Lent Offering is designated
to the current fund.
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Thoughts & Prayers
John, Summer, Timothy Barron & Family
Dave Barber (Cancer)
Sharla Barron (Knee Surgery)
Rob Boring (Liver Problems-nephew of Joe Ludwik)
Tom Broeren
Eilene Budisky (Foot Surgery)
Levi Budisky
Mary Joe Burd (submitted by Teresa O’Malley)
Jane Carruth (Colon Cancer - B.Barkley)
Peggy Christner
Helen Couvert (Liver Cancer)
Jim Critchlow
David English (Lung Cancer)
Diane Fair
Joann Finch (submitted by Teresa O’Malley)
Pat Foringer (ALS)
David Fulghum
Lori Goodwin
Mitchell Gross (Kidney Problems- submitted by Jen
Vicheck)
Rich Isreal
Charles Jackson (from: Karen Ferrari)
Carol Kerr
Alma Kincaid (Leukemia – from: Marsha Reedy)
Val Kurth (Breast Cancer)
Mario Limonciello (submitted by Talea Merrison)
Kim Long (cancer)
Todd Manuel (Blood Disease)
Diane Marburger

PRAYERS FOR OUR HOMEBOUND
Please contact the church office as soon as possible
to request additions or changes.
Ethel Burgard
William Boice
Leland & Norma Iman
Agnes Watson
Mary Belle McMillen
Ruth Rasp

Jim Marburger
Wayne Meissner (from: Karen Ferrari)
Matt Morris
Francis & Oskar Perez (health problems – from Talea
Merrison)
Erin Price
Bill Puryear (cancer)
Rege & Becky Rengers
Carol Smith (Cancer)
Tammy Dauben Speck (Breast Cancer)
Carrie Sphar (cancer – from: Cheryl Thomas)
Sadie Terek (cystic fibrosis – from: Kim Morris)
Garret Thomas (cancer – from: Kim Morris)
Cathy Van Dyke (Robin Van Dykes Sister In Law)
Dave Van Dyke (Cancer)
Shirley Weimer (submitted by Vonda Weimer)
Tracey Weimer (submitted by Vonda Weimer)
Betty Westerman (Beverly Barkley’s Mother)
Beverly Williams (colon cancer- submitted by Vonda
Weimer)
Terry Williams (surgery)
Russell Zoelle Sr. (Health Issues)

INTERCESSIONS FOR CONSOLATION IN GRIEF
Members and friends who have entered the
Church Triumphant in the previous 3 months:
Betty Rasp (1-25-19)
Ruth Corfield (2-25-19)
Ginger Helterbran (3-6-19)
Glee Hart
Bill Hamelton
Charlie Fulghum
Stella Neely (3-24-19)

March Council Minutes—Unapproved
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April Calendar
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St. Peter’s Lutheran
Church
•

202 Van Buren St.
Evans City, PA

Monthly Newsletter Deadline is the 3rd Sunday
of each month

•

Call us: 724-538-5810
E-mail us
stpeterslcec@zoominternet.
net

Sunday School: 9 am
•
Weekly Worship Services:
Sundays at 10:15 am
Check Our Weekly Calendar of other events.
Office Hours for Secretary:
M-F
9 am—noon
•

God’s Son
•

Website: http://

The Sunday Bulletin Deadline is
Wednesdays at 10 am

www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org/

Sponsoring the newsletter

Our Staff:
Pastor Brandon Johns
Heidi Beahm, Secretary
Marlene Domhoff,

Organist / Music Director
Joe Ludwik, Sexton
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Sponsored by
Perry & Luann Brosius

