“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he
has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead, 4and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled,
and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5who are being protected by the power of
God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6In this
you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials…” 1 Peter 1:3-6
Lately, Lily has developed a new routine as part of bedtime. Before we go upstairs for pajamas
and teeth brushing, she asks us if we shut and locked all the doors, but then she goes to check
them anyhow. Truth be told, there are times when I have forgotten to shut the garage door, or
the tricky front door doesn’t close quite right. However, it has been a long time since those
mistakes, since I actually learned from them (push the front door a second time just to be sure),
which means it’s not a fresh folly that has caused this new pattern of behavior. I don’t know
what has caused it.
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From the Pastor:

That’s not entirely true. I know that she does it out of fear, but I don’t know what has caused
that fear to rise up in her. Mostly, I would like to blame the coronavirus, because that’s what I
blame all of life’s disappointing cancelations and uncertainties on right now. There is also likely
good psychological sense that this amorphous threat, like all bogeymen before it, could be
subconsciously affecting the psyche of my seven-year-old daughter, except that the door
checking and extra locking began before we actually had to be on lockdown. What I know for
sure, is that I wish that I could take this fear away from her.
In my understanding of God, this desire to remove the fear felt by his children is one of the
central, loving motivations for coming to us in Jesus. While this pandemic-induced reality is like
nothing most of us have experienced before, we human beings have been locking ourselves
fearfully behind metaphorical and literal doors since the beginning. After Jesus’ death, it is the
remaining disciples who have locked themselves away in a room out of fear that they will be
next. In Matthew’s telling of the story, two Marys, who are essential workers in the burial
process, head to the tomb. There they find it open and an angel delivers the Resurrection news.
On their way back, Jesus shows up and the first thing he tells them is to not be afraid. In Luke
and John, Jesus shows up in the locked room and brings peace.
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The peace Jesus offers is precisely as a result of his victory over the lasting power of death, which God
intends as a gracious gift for overcoming fear. To be clear, certain fears and responses are justified. We
don’t throw ourselves over cliffs and call it faith, no more than Jesus did when he was tempted in the wilderness. Testing God for the sake of the test isn’t a faithful response to the gifts God gives us, like wisdom. As
we spend way more time at home and away from each other, we likely fall into two categories – those who
are at a high risk of potentially deadly consequences from exposure to this virus and those who could put
them at risk. If you are part of the first group, please understand that not inviting death is a faithful response
to the gift of life. If you are part of the second group, remember that sacrificing for the sake of the other,
especially the vulnerable, has always been a Christian approach to life.
Either way, it need not be fear that keeps us home and apart, but rather faith, hope, and love. Out of love
for at risk people and first responders, we take measures to halt the spread of this virus. In hope, we await
future days of restoration, rather than despair that this reality is the final reality. Grounded in faith, we step
out to meet this challenge, as any other when our service is needed, trusting that no matter what befalls us,
there is no power greater than God, and God holds us in his loving hands eternally.
Finally, I have seen these words of Martin Luther going around, which are an excerpt from his response to
how to be a Christian in response to the plague. They are worth repeating:
“Therefore I shall ask God mercifully to protect us. Then I shall fumigate, help purify the air, administer
medicine, and take it. I shall avoid places and persons where my presence is not needed in order not to
become contaminated and thus perchance infect and pollute others, and so cause their death as a result
of my negligence. If God should wish to take me, he will surely find me and I have done what he has
expected of me and so I am not responsible for either my own death or the death of others. If my
neighbor needs me, however, I shall not avoid place or person but will go freely, as stated above." See,
this is such a God-fearing faith because it is neither brash nor foolhardy and does not tempt God.
Thanks to Glenn Fulghum for volunteering to write this month’s faith reflection. Please let me know which
month you would like to volunteer to be the featured faith reflection. Thanks!
Faith Story by glenn Fulghum
I see Pastor’s call for people to tell how Faith has changed their lives, and my response is “how can I not?” I
feel compelled to share, and I’m not typically someone to overshare…so this is a little weird.
Last fall, Mary had a regular recurring CAT scan of her lungs because of her health issues. The scan took
place on a Friday. Sunday night, her Pulmonologist personally calls (uh oh…) and needs to speak with us.
Something showed up on the CAT scan and he wants her to get a PET scan as quickly as possible. He does
not sound happy, and he says that he has some significant concerns.
We obviously get the PET scan that week, and we are then told it came back Positive. The doctor tells us
that with that result, it very likely that there’s a malignancy and we need to see a surgeon at the Hillman
Cancer Center due to the location of the larger of the two areas being inaccessible via a needle biopsy. The
surgeon confirms that, after reviewing the scans, he agrees it will most likely be cancerous and explains the
process involved in getting the wedge biopsy and the associated hospital stay in ICU. There’s a sense of
urgency about all this.
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Faith Story by glenn Fulghum

We’re at a loss for several days – even weeks - as we struggle to come to terms with this new reality…
Mary’s surgery was scheduled for the first week of November. We got a call the week before that it would
instead take place on November 11th – which happens to be her birthday. We were quite frustrated, as she
had been consistently going through her respiratory therapy classes to become stronger for the upcoming
surgery and we just wanted to get moving and get some answers. With that “94% chance” that the wedge
biopsy result would be positive for lung cancer, the thought of it continuing to grow while we were delayed
was pretty disappointing.
My sister, Dianne, came up from Memphis to be with us a few days prior to Mary’s surgery, and worked
really hard to help raise our spirits. Great fun sitting around the table with a nice bottle or 2 (ahem) of wine,
looking at old photos we hadn’t looked at in years. Dianne lost her son – our nephew – Dustin a couple of
years ago. We had some photos of when he was just a little kid, playing in the sandbox in the same backyard
we played in as kids. It was a very special time that Saturday night.
A Healing Service had been scheduled for Sunday, November 10, several months prior to any of this taking
place. We now found ourselves with Mary’s surgery taking place the day following that Healing Service.
My heart had been laser-focused on that upcoming service ever since I had realized the timing. What a quirk
of scheduling – or were our constant prayers and those of the many, many people who had been praying for
both of us for so many weeks beginning to make a difference…?
Sunday morning dawned, and we nervously prepared for Church. I would sit with my bride rather than with
the choir up front so we could go up together when the time came. As a normal Sunday service progressed
towards the Healing part of the ministry, my heart began to race as I contemplated the fact that the next 24
hours would determine the remaining arc of our lives. Would Mary do well during the surgery, or even
survive…Would the surgeon need to take an entire lobe of her lung – or even more…would the cancer be
contained within her lungs, or had it gotten into her lymphatic system…what would be the life consequences
of what happens tomorrow morning. So, no pressure…
At this time, my memory becomes something of a blur when the time came for Mary to come forward for the
Healing ministry. Mary kneeled on the kneeler, and I stood just behind and to the side with my hand on her
shoulder (I think). I closed my eyes, praying with everything I had that my girl would get a break – that God
would say “really, she’s had enough” and that maybe we’d get through this ok.
I felt the presence of so many people around us, with hands on my shoulders and back and I’m sure at least as
many on Mary as well (my eyes were closed…). As Pastor Johns and Robin Plank prayed for Mary in a most
beautiful and personal way, I got a bit emotional and found myself beginning to shake uncontrollably and I
was afraid Mary would feel my shakiness when suddenly, a hand – I have no idea whatsoever WHO’s hand –
was placed right over mine. The calm and peace which immediately (I’m talking like light-switch quick)
came over me was lifechanging. I felt the love and prayers of so many people flowing through me to Mary –
it honestly felt like a physical force.
Now I will admit that I haven’t previously thought much about Healing services making a direct difference in
someone’s life. I always felt it was a positive way to reinforce the prayers which were ongoing in support of
the person for whom we were praying. This was something quite different. I left feeling better and knowing
that so many people cared about my girl.
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Faith Story by glenn Fulghum

Monday morning dawned early as we were on the road to Passavant in McCandless’s Hillman Cancer Center,
with us getting there about 4:00 AM. We were the first ones in the surgical waiting area, with the nursing staff
and others arriving for the next half hour or so. Mary, Dianne, and I waited until they came for Mary for presurgery prep. Pastor arrived to be with us and went back with me to see Mary once she was prepped. All 3 of
us prayed that things would go well, they came to get her and we went back to the waiting room. Time moved
forward, slowly.
After about 4 hours or so, I saw a stir by the desk with someone wearing surgical garb. Shortly thereafter, the
volunteer came and said the doctor wanted to speak with me. With my heart racing and a huge lump in my
throat (Glenn – do NOT pass out, that won’t help!) I was led to a small post-surgical consult room where her
surgeon was waiting. He proceeded to draw pictures on the white board and tell me about what they had done,
going in to a couple of places and removing things and sending them down to the lab for analysis, and they
came back negative, and so he then closed her up and she’s in recovery now.
Ok, um, what? Did you say they came back negative? “Yes.” You mean she DOESN’T have lung cancer?
“Yes, that’s right.” At all? As in None? “Right”. (I admit I may be underestimating the amount of words the
surgeon used, as I was entering into a surreal cloud-disbelief space where I was getting the gist of what he was
saying if not the specific words…).
We parted ways and I wandered – in a completely disoriented and surreal way – back to the waiting room
where Pastor and Dianne waited to hear what I’d been told. I somehow found the words to say that everything
came back negative and that she doesn’t have any cancer of any type in her lung. They both looked as completely stunned as I felt. I sat there, trying to contemplate what was going on. It didn’t make sense.
This result had never been on the table of those possible “arcs” I mentioned before. All possible results were
simply various degrees of recovering from cancer and lung surgery. Frankly, when they tell you 94% chance
it’s cancer, you tend to assume its cancer. Your thinking for weeks and weeks is centered around a lung cancer diagnosis – and Mary had lost her brother to lung cancer a couple of years ago.
I believe I was in a bit of a daze, but Pastor was good enough to investigate and find out that we should actually wait in another area – the ICU waiting room – rather than where we were. I’m also pretty sure that’s when
the Word went out that Mary’s results were – well – miraculous. I think this because Mary Jane Raupp sent a
card that very day and noted the time she wrote her beautiful, inspirational message – and it was within an
hour of my getting the news. Marge called me as Dianne and I were driving home that night and I was able to
share the news with her as well. Thank you so much Pastor, Mary Jane, and Marge…
In fact, the outpouring of cards and prayers has left us a bit breathless. Cards and wishes from Manna Night
kids, Sunday School kids, good friends – both before and after her surgery – provided some joy each day and
still, to this day, remain on the bedroom dresser for ready access. Bread, lasagna, pie, visits, and love were all
greatly appreciated during those several weeks (and still are).
I won’t go into any more of the story with the days spent in ICU and in a regular hospital room, but she’s on
the mend from the surgery – with NO cancer-related follow-up needed. Additional tests on the tissues removed did not reveal anything further with regards to the 2 most typical False Positive PET scan possibilities,
and the medical folks just shrugged and said they didn’t know what happened.
We, Mary and I, know what happened and we’ve told them. Our church family at St. Peter’s held a Healing
Service one November morning that changed our lives. We are blessed beyond belief.
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Announcements & birthdays:
April Birthdays
St. Peter’s Church Family Wishes
Many Blessings To You!

After School Program
Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser
As part of his senior project DJ Beahm hosted a
spaghetti dinner fundraiser on Saturday, March
14th. The fundraiser was a HUGE success, raising
$2,200 for our After School Program. The money
raised went toward the repair of our church van
which is used to transport our after school kids as
well as some church events. We can’t thank
everyone enough for the time that was dedicated
to this fundraiser and the many donations of items
and monetary donations. It is a blessing to be able
to serve others through the ministry that our
After School Program offers. We currently have 17
students enrolled in our program and are getting
close to our goal of 20 students. Please pray for
our students and families as their daily routine is
so quickly changing. We are praying that we can
help in some way during this time of change.

1 Bea King
3 Barb Graham
3 Rege Rengers
3 Gail Hendricks
4 Don Myers Jr.
4 Nicole Gloeckner
5 Mark Zoelle
8 Lorcan Merrison
9 Lisa Barnett
13 Sarah Long
13 Thor Lingenfelter
14 Morgan Weir
16 Cheryl Thomas
19 Steve Riddle

20 Janice Marburger
21 Emily Taylor
22 Norma Iman
22 Chris Merrison Jr.
24 Thelma Schoeffel
25 Jim Shaffer
26 Kim Sharrar
26 Rylee Taylor
26 Kate Johns
27 Russ Zoelle
28 Sue Mick
30 Pat Painter

Help Wanted: Passavant Retirement Community,
Zelienople is somewhat on “lockdown” which
means family can’t come to visit for Easter for 500
residents . We are asking for 500 coloring pages,
colored on/before April 7th. Colored pages can be mailed to:
Pastor Freda Snyder,
Passavant Retirement Community
105 Burgess Drive,
Zelienople, PA 16063

Help Wanted: Keeping the Word Alive Vigil – Starting after the 7 pm Good Friday Service, St. Peter’s family
and friends will work as a team to keep a vigil until the worship service on Easter morning. This a unique opportunity
to deepen our spiritual connection to Christ, the Living Word, paralleling the time he spent in the tomb. The vigil
will be a continuous reading of the Gospel of Matthew shared among our church family.
Due to social distancing this year, we are still offering the vigil but doing so in a virtual
manner. The virtual vigil will take place on the Zoom meeting link that is used for daily
devotions or you can choose to read from home without getting online. Please sign up to
fill a volunteer spot on sign up genius. https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040845ABAB28A0F49-keeping If you want to participate but are unsure how to
5 sign up call the church 724-538-5810 and we will help you.

Food Cupboard Donations Needed

Looking Ahead…

The Evans City Community Food Cupboard is in need
of personal hygiene items. In the month of April we
will collect items such as toothpaste, soap,
body wash, mouth wash, dental floss, shampoo,
conditioner, deodorant, tampons,
pads, etc. Drop off your donations
any time and volunteers will take
them to the food cupboard.

Apr. 2
April 5
April 8
April 9

Service 7 pm
Palm Sunday— Worship 10:15
At Home Devotion

April 10

Good Friday :
Community Cross Walk
Worship Service 7 pm
Easter Worship - 10:15

April 12

Maundy Thursday
Virtual Meal 6 pm
Service 8 pm

Attention 2020 Graduates:
St. Peter’s will honor all graduates on a Sunday, in June.
(Date will be announced in next months’ newsletter). Please
submit a brief summary of your graduation details to the
church office by June 1st. (Example: name, graduating
from, activities you participated in, future plans, etc.)

St. Peter’s After School Program would like to
thank the SWPA Synod Mission Endowment Fund
for a $1,000 grant that was awarded to them for
the 2019-2020 school year.

St. Peter’s will host its first ever virtual trivia night on Saturday, April 18th. Teams can be
households, individuals, or combined remotely from those participating. You will be able to
participate by logging into the Zoom app that is used for morning devotions and Bible study.
A link will be sent closer to Trivia Night. This will be a fun way to stay connected and play
along with our church family and friends. E-mail us at stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net to let
us know if you are interested in participating.
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Fish Fry

St. Peter’s hosted the annual fish fry
on Friday, March 6th. Many thanks
to everyone who donated items
and / or their time to make this
dinner a huge success. We are
beyond grateful for the wonderful
attendance. A special thank you to
those who helped prepare all of the
delicious food. The fries were a huge
hit this year !

Helpful ways to stay connected

Church Website: www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org
We cannot express enough how important our website has become over the past few weeks. We
post all of the new and exciting things that are going on at St. Peter’s (many of which are virtual) on
our website. The website literally changes daily bringing you the latest information that we have to
offer you. The newest addition is a tab that is titled Live Stream:
This is the place to access live streams of worship and other activities for the month of April.
While we would rather be with you in person, we are glad that you found us here.
Daily Devotional 11:30 am & Thursday Bible Study: 10:30 am
https://zoom.us/j/629097966?pwd=WHlGYmIycGNXaFZZeXpINjd2Y2pzdz09

St. Peter’s Youth and Kid’s Time (SPYKT) Tuesdays at 2:
https://zoom.us/j/913038768?pwd=Z0NNYSt2bThjQlNVU2F2eFo3YXFMZz09

If you have a Facebook account, then you can also follow our page and access our live video
stream there as well as other social media content.
Office: 724.538.5810
Church Email: stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net
Pastor Email: rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com
Church Facebook Page: St. Peter’s Lutheran Church

St. Peter’s Youth and Kid’s
Time (SPYKT)

Pictured Left: You can see how
Pastor Johns offers Tuesday at
2 kids time. The virtual time
allows the kids to see and hear
Pastor as well as each other
(top of the picture) and communicate with each other. Use
the link listed above or on our
website to connect.
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financial facts

Contributions for February 2020

Synod Benevolence
Sherri Ifft
Current Fund
Music Fund
Memorial fund
Flower Income
Priority Project
After School Program
Brick Loan
Campership Income
Manna Night
Total

$ 981.40
$
61.00
$ 10,550.85
$
55.00
$ 100.00
$ 140.00
$
72.80
$ 2,365.00
$ 740.00
$
10.00
$
10.00
$ 15,086.05

2019 Lent Offering is designated
to the current fund. A Special offering
will benefit Blessed Bundles.
Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for April
Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for April will
support EDCO Park. If you would like to support
this cause please mark the other line
on your contribution envelope
EDCO.

A Financial Update – in an effort to keep everyone informed about our current financial situation the reconciled treasurers report of our current fund as of the end of
February 2020 is as follows: Current Fund ($2,321.45), Memorial Fund
$8,736.38, Youth Fund $6,782.74, Manna Fund $3,520.67, Priority Project Fund
$14,315.53, After School Program $8,264.79, Music Fund $732.24. Many thanks to
those who continue to give to these funds which give us the ability to serve Christ
and others.
We are excited to offer TITHE.LY to those who are interested in giving electronically. There is an app that you can
download, sign up, and start giving. Here is how it works:
· Once you download the app you will follow a few simple steps to set up an account. When you open the app each
time it will ask you to provide your pin number for the account.
· The first time you log in it will ask you to “Find a church” and you will type in St. Peter’s Lutheran Church. It will bring
up our account and you can select the “Give Now” option. The minimum amount to donate is $5.00.
· Then you can select the fund that you wish to give to (ex: Current Fund, etc.)
· Next you will have a payment option (credit/debit/bank account). Finally, you will be asked if you would like to cover
the card processing fee. The fee is .25 cents per transaction and 2.4%. If you do not select that you would like to
cover the card processing fee the fee will be withheld from your donation and St. Peter’s will receive the balance.
· Finally you have the option to setup automated giving (choosing frequency and day to give).
· Your donation will continue to be tracked by our financial secretary and will appear on your end of year statement as
it always has.
While we realize that not everyone will want to give in this way we hope that those who have asked will take advantage of this opportunity to give electronically to St. Peter’s, regardless of their location. If you have any questions please call the church office 724.538.5810 or email us at stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net
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Thoughts & Prayers
Kitty Aul

John, Summer, Timothy Barron & Family
Dave Barber (Cancer)
Pat Barnhart
Sharla Barron (Knee Surgery)
Helen Barto
John & Helen Bird
Rob Boring (Liver Problems-nephew of Joe Ludwik)
Tom Broeren
Eilene Budisky
Levi Budisky
Arlene Cameron (sister of E. Budisky)
Jane Carruth (Colon Cancer - B.Barkley)
Helen Couvert (Liver Cancer)
Jim Critchlow
David English (Lung Cancer)
Diane Fair
Joann Finch (submitted by Teresa O’Malley)
Pat Foringer (ALS)
David Fulghum
Edward & Beryl Gilliland
Lori Goodwin
Bob Holden (Cancer – submitted by R. Roberts)
Rich Isreal
Marylee Jones

Carol Kerr
Alma Kincaid (Leukemia – from: Marsha Reedy)
Val Kurth (Breast Cancer)

PRAYERS FOR OUR HOMEBOUND
Please contact the church office as soon as possible
to request additions or changes.
William Boice
Norma Iman
Agnes Watson
Mary Belle McMillen
Ruth Rasp
Mary K. Hill

Mario Limonciello (submitted by Talea Merrison)
Kim Long (cancer)
Todd Manuel (Blood Disease)
Diane Marburger
Berty McMillen
Matt & Kim Morris
Erin Price
Bill Puryear (cancer)
Harold & Barb Rader
Rege & Becky Rengers
Carol Smith (Cancer)
Tammy Dauben Speck (Breast Cancer)
Carrie Sphar (cancer – from: Cheryl Thomas)
Sadie Terek (cystic fibrosis – from: Kim Morris)
Garret Thomas (cancer – from: Kim Morris)
Maddie Tripodi (4 yr. old cancer- from: Heidi Beahm)
Cathy Van Dyke (Robin Van Dykes Sister In Law)
Dave Van Dyke (Cancer)
Shirley Weimer (submitted by Vonda Weimer)
Tracey Weimer (submitted by Vonda Weimer)
Lucille Wingard
Todd Manuel (Blood Disease)
Beverly Williams (colon cancer- submitted by Vonda
Weimer)
John & Kay Yuengert (submitted by Karen Ferrari)
Russell Zoelle Sr. (Health Issues)

INTERCESSIONS FOR CONSOLATION IN GRIEF
Members and friends who have entered the
Church Triumphant in the previous 3 months:
The Family of Willie Helterbran
The Family of Oskar Perez
The Family of Betty Westerman (3-18-20)
The Family of Pat Wagoner

March Council Minutes—Unapproved

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church
Council Meeting
March 10th 2020
Present: Pastor Johns, Michael Bettencourt, Emily Critchlow, Debbie Merrison, Adam Price, Dan Vicheck,
Luann Brosius, Jane Taylor, Ray Middleton
Absent: Russ Zoelle, Rita Reifenstein, Matt Otto, Dan Erin
Guest: Heidi Beahm

President Michael Bettencourt called the meeting to order at 7:05PM and Pastor Johns lead us in prayers of
grace and thanksgiving.
Minutes: Written report submitted. Luann motioned to accept the minutes, 2nd by Dan. Motion Carried.
Treasurer’s Report: Written report submitted. No action needed by council.
Financial Secretary Report: Written report submitted. No action needed by council.
Pastor’s Report: Written report submitted. Debbie motioned to accept Leah Vassilaros, Constantine and
Alyssa Mossor to take responsibility for their growth in faith, 2nd by Dan. Motioned Carried.
Fellowship: Written report submitted. Dan motioned to have the Easter breakfast money designated to St.
Peters Campers, 2nd by Luann. Motioned carried.
Finance: No meeting.
Learning/Youth/Manna/Afterschool: No meeting.
Memorial: No meeting.
Mutual Ministry: No report.
Property: No report.
Music & Worship: Written report submitted. No action needed by council.
Dan motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:30pm, 2nd by Luann. Motion Carried. Meeting closed with the
Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Emily Critchlow
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The above volunteer schedule is tentative as things around us seem to change daily. All
volunteers will be utilized as they are able to be at worship. Reminders will be sent
with the understanding that there is no expectation or requirement to be at the church.

April Calendar

This calendar is also located on the church website
http://stpeterslutheranevanscity.org/ where you can click on a direct

link to the virtual activities that are listed above.
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St. Peter’s
Lutheran
Church

202 Van Buren St.
Evans City, PA
16033

•

•

Monthly Newsletter Deadline is the 3rd Sunday of
each month

Call us: 724-538-5810
E-mail us
stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net

God’s Son

Never Fails

The Sunday Bulletin Deadline is
Wednesdays at 10 am

Sunday School: 9 am
•
Weekly Worship Services:
Sundays at 10:15 am
Check Our Weekly Calendar of other events.
Office Hours for Secretary:
M-F
9 am—noon
•

•

Website: http://
www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org/

Sponsoring the newsletter

Our Staff:

Pastor Brandon Johns
Heidi Beahm, Secretary
Marlene Domhoff,
Organist / Music Director
Joe Ludwik, Sexton

The newsletter is sponsored by Roberta Domhoff
In Loving Memory of
Bob Domhoff, who passed away April 8, 2013
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