From the Pastor:

One of my most treasured Bible passages is John 14:1-7, which includes “In my
Father’s house there are many dwelling places.” Emotional connections usually
drive such preferences, and mine comes through my Grandpa Johns. About
fifteen years ago both of us were stilling living at home (me with my parents), but that wouldn’t
last for long. In a short time, I would be headed to Gettysburg for seminary and home far less.
For him, Alzheimer’s and my Grandma’s diabetes would soon conspire to send them to a senior
living facility. Although it would take another dozen years for his body to catch up, his once brilliant mind had already begun the dying process. Our family would still visit for Sunday dinner
weekly, and occasionally, Grandpa, an avid walker, would decide in the midst of those visits to
get some air and stretch his legs.
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“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not
seen.” Hebrews 11:1

Although I wish I had taken the time to be bothered a little more often to accompany Grandpa
on those spur-of-the-moment strolls, but my growing sense of awareness about the shortness of
quality time did motivate me to be his walking partner at least a few times. Whether it was because Grandpa knew I was headed to seminary or because he had just enough awareness to
sense his life’s end was acutely closer than ever, each walk Grandpa asked what heaven would
be like. Same question every time. Then he’d confess somewhat sheepishly that he’d been
thinking and puzzling about it, looking for some extra comfort and assurance I sensed. Each time
I had no good answers, except to promise it would be the best kind of good that we can’t even
imagine. Even now, four years of seminary and eight as pastor haven’t stretched me too far past
that answer.
Grandpa Johns had his own answer. He would say that it must be good because Jesus said he
was going to make it ready for us. So if Jesus was taking care of it, then it must be good. And if
Jesus said it, then it must be true. “After all,” Grandpa would offer in conclusion, “why would
Jesus lie?” There, beside Delmar Golf course outside of Ellwood City, was the grace and hope of
John 14, supporting my grandfather as he walked through the last days of his ability to consider
his last days. Because, John 14 meant so much to Grandpa, it means so much to me. Now as
pastor, whenever people are unsure what Gospel to use for a loved one’s funeral, I almost always recommend these words of Jesus.
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Just this past weekend when I was filling in for Pr. Harman, I stood before them to share a funeral sermon
after only having met them the night before. I knew nothing about their loved one. However, I did know
that Jesus said that in God’s house there are many dwelling places, so that means that God loves us and values our relationships, not just now but always. That’s what I told them. It sustained Grandpa; I can only
hope it does as much for them.
As our little family prepares to head to the beach and the shore again for our annual big family vacations, it
struck me in a new way how much grace there really is in the promises Jesus makes in John 14. Christine, the
girls, and I are only able to have these beach trips because someone else secures the housing for us. We
couldn’t faithfully afford a week at the beach ourselves, let alone two. At Hatteras, Christine’s oldest brother
co-owns the house. For our trip to Ocean City, my parents pay to rent the beach house for all of us. Year
after year, I have offered to pay, at least our share or anything at all. Steadfastly, I am refused. David likes
to provide and my parents say that being together is worth far more than what it cost them. On each trip,
our whole family is together under one roof, eating, playing, and just being together, because someone cared
enough about these relationships to provide the place. Even though I bring my best offerings, usually everything I can pick from our garden the week before, cucumbers and tomatoes in no way cover the real cost.
Jesus tells us that a divine place awaits us. It’s God’s house and Jesus has made it ready. God has borne the
cost of it all. If I had to pay my own way, I’d never get there. Never mind it, God wouldn’t hear of it anyhow.
God likes to provide and values being together, so without regard for expense, God secures a place for the
whole family, God’s adopted family, to be together. Out of thanksgiving, I still offer what I can. My time, talents, and treasures amount to even less than tomatoes and cucumbers compared to what God has given, but
I happily offer them because I am so grateful for the grace God has shown me. Just like the beach houses, I
cannot earn my spot in God’s heavenly home. God takes care of it, so we all can be together. Rooms ready
for Grandpa Johns and all the saints before and after us. What a party that will be. As long as we walk this
road together, may we always remember the hope that Jesus and God’s grace offer us and may it sustain us
along the way.

Grace
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Many Thanks– to everyone who
helped in any way to create a new
sidewalk at St. Peter’s. The work took
a few days to complete and the volunteers were up for the task. Our new
sidewalks are safe and waiting to lead
people into our doors for worship and
other areas of outreach ministry. A
special thank you to Thrivent Financial
for Lutherans who supported this action team of volunteers. We are very
appreciative of everyone who volunteered to make this much needed
project a success.

Announcements & birthdays:

August Birthdays
St. Peter’s Church Family Wishes Many
Blessings To You!
Wednesday, August 14th
Manna “Splash” Night

5:15 pm

Saturday, August 17th
Game Night

6:30 pm

Sunday, August 11th
S.P.Y Swimming Party

3:00 pm

Saturday, August 24th
Corn Roast

5:00 pm

Thursday, August 29h
Apple Dumpling Making

8:00 am

Saturday, September 7th
Wine & Cheese Social

6:00

Friday, September 13th
8:00 am
Apple Cutting for Apple Butter
Saturday, September 14th
Apple Butter Making

5 am

Sunday, September 8th
Rally Day!!!!!

9 am

1 Logan Thomas
3 Lisa Burr
3 Alaina Banyay
6 Cathy Kistler
6 Summer Barron
7 Marge Wearing
7 Davin Beahm Jr.
10 Eileen Spithaler
14 Nicole Adomaitis
14 Lindsay Rasp-Jason
14 Andy Watson
14 Jim Watson
18 Carol McKinnis
18 Madalyn Rajchel
19 Neal Critchlow
20 Michael Bettencourt
21 Kim Davidson
21 R.J. Bird
22 Sydney Burns
23 Bryan Green
23 Katie Weber
26 Charles C. Harbaugh
30 Lynn Schweingruber
31 Lily Watson

Friday- Sun. Sept. 20-22
Applefest, Quilt Show, Rummage Sale
Sunday, September 23rd
11 am
Oktoberfest Community Worship

Back to School Blessing – Mark you calendars today for the back to school blessing that will be held on
Sunday, August 25th during our worship service. Children are welcome to bring their backpacks and
school supplies as we will pray for their upcoming school year.
After School Program— We still have openings for the 2019-2020 school year. If you know of anyone in
need of childcare grades K-6 please give them our church contact information so we can reach out to
them.
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Thank you to all of you that donated to Meal On
Wheels, your time and donations reach many in need
and are blessed by your kindness. With Gratitude,
Teresa O'Malley, W/ELCA President
The WOMEN of St. Peter's are invited to attend The
WEEKEND RETREAT at Lutherlyn September 13-15,
2019. We join together with the Northwest Women
and hope you'll join us. Registration is due by August
25th. Forms are on the bulletin board in Luther Hall.
Stay the weekend or just a day to try it out. This
Year's theme is Praise, Pray, Play. Please plan to
attend. Contact Teresa O'Malley for any questions or
forms.
Applefest – There is a poster in the back of the
church for donations needed to make this year’s Applefest a success. Items needed include: YOU, 20 lb.
of sugar, 2 dozen eggs, 2 lb. brown sugar, 2 lb. butter,
2 boxes of regular jar lids, pint jars, cash for apples
and take out containers. All help and donations are
greatly appreciated. Please have all donations to
church by August 25th. Thanks to Thrivent Financial
for sponsoring this fundraiser.
The Dorcas Circle will meet Tuesday, August 27th at
6pm at The Bistro at Zelienople Passavant Retirement
Center for Dinner. Then Luther Hall. Ask any Dorcas
member if you'd like to attend so we can add to the
reservation.

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for August

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for August will
support Lutheran Campus Ministries.
If you would like to support this cause, please
mark the other line on your contribution
envelope Lutheran Campus Ministries.
*Special Note: We are working to transfer our church
accounting software to a new program during the
month of July. We will have numbers to give to council in August. The new software is exciting but we
pray for your patience while we learn the new set up.
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Volunteers Needed- to help cut the
grass at St. Peter’s this coming summer.
The church owns a riding tractor and a
new push mower was recently donated
as well. Grass cutting includes: mowing, weed whacking, and blowing off or
sweeping the sidewalks. Sign up in Luther Hall today to volunteer. Preferred
days are Friday or Saturday but a few
days either way would still work. WE
NEED YOUR HELP!

WELCA SCHOOL KITS
Collection will begin now and continue through mid September. A bin will be located in the back of the church with a list
of items needed for each kit. Please consider donating the
following items to help make much needed school kits:
4– 70 sheet spiral notebooks (8 1/2 x11)
1 ruler (inches on one side cm on the other side)
1 pencil sharpener, 1 BLUNT end scissors, 1 eraser (2 1/2 “
long)
5 unsharpened pencils with erasers
5 ballpoint pens black or blue ink (no gel pens)

1 box of 24 Crayola crayons
If you want to give a monetary donation instead of items please give it
to Nancy Zattiero or turn it into the
church office marked School Kits.
(Please make checks payable to
WELCA not St. Peter’s
Lutheran Church)

Announcements:
Applefest—our annual apple event will be held September 20, 21 & 22nd
and there are many volunteer opportunities in preparation to making this
event possible.
Thursday, Aug. 29th Apple Dumpling making will begin at 8 am
Friday, Sept. 13th Apples will be cut for apple better beginning at 8 am
Saturday, Sept. 14th Apple Butter making will begin at 5 am
We truly need all the help we can get with our goal of making about 1000
apple dumplings and 500 jars of apple butter! We would appreciate ANY
time that you can give, you don’t have to stay for all of the activities.
Cost of apple dumplings will be $4.00 each and apple butter will sell for
$3.00 (1/2 pint), $5.00 (pint), $8.00 (quart).

Sunday School Teacher Substitute Opportunity
There is an opportunity to serve through the area of Sunday school teaching for the 2019-2020
Sunday school year. Sunday school curriculum is purchased for all ages so you don’t have to
create a lesson for any weeks that a substitute is needed.
Current teachers and classes consist of:

Robin Van Dyke—2 & 3 Year Olds
Amy Anthony—4 & 5 Year Olds
Teresa O’Malley & Christine Johns—1st—3rd Grade
Staci Burr—4th—6th Grade
Pastor Johns—Confirmation (7th & 8th Grade)
Heidi Beahm & Holly Lingenfelter—9th thru College Age
In addition to being lead teacher, options for serving include assisting any of our current teachers
or exploring the possibility of using your gifts and interests in serving through teaching on a trial
basis by becoming a substitute teacher. Pastor or Jenn Erin, director of Leaning Ministry, can
answer any questions regarding volunteering in these ways. You can speak to Jenn after worship
or e-mail her at seitz.jennifer@gmail.com

5

Rally Day will be held on Sunday, September 8th at 9 am. The
theme this year is “Let it Shine!” We hope to see your shining
faces as Sunday school is offered for all ages at St. Peter’s. We will
begin in the sanctuary and move to Luther Hall for activities. The
morning will conclude with dismissal to the class rooms, prayer and
a send off to worship.

Mission trip 2019

Mission in Maryland
St. Peter’s had 19 adults and youth participate in a mission trip to serve
others in the Ocean City area in July. They served families at the Bright
Hope Children’s Cancer Retreat Center as well as families at a homeless
shelter. The work was greatly appreciated as the group worked well together to serve others.
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Thoughts & Prayers
John, Summer, Timothy Barron & Family
Dave Barber (Cancer)
Sharla Barron (Knee Surgery)
Rob Boring (Liver Problems-nephew of Joe Ludwik)
Tom Broeren
Levi Budisky
Jane Carruth (Colon Cancer - B.Barkley)
Helen Couvert (Liver Cancer)
Jim Critchlow
David English (Lung Cancer)
Diane Fair
Joann Finch (submitted by Teresa O’Malley)
Pat Foringer (ALS)
David Fulghum
Lori Goodwin
Rich Isreal
Charles Jackson (from: Karen Ferrari)
Carol Kerr
Alma Kincaid (Leukemia – from: Marsha Reedy)
Val Kurth (Breast Cancer)
Mario Limonciello (submitted by Talea Merrison)
Kim Long (cancer)
Todd Manuel (Blood Disease)
Diane Marburger
Jim Marburger
Wayne Meissner (from: Karen Ferrari)
Matt Morris
Bill Oehlschlager
Francis & Oskar Perez (health problems – from

Erin Price
Bill Puryear (cancer)
Rege & Becky Rengers
Carol Smith (Cancer)
Tammy Dauben Speck (Breast Cancer)
Carrie Sphar (cancer – from: Cheryl Thomas)
Sadie Terek (cystic fibrosis – from: Kim Morris)
Garret Thomas (cancer – from: Kim Morris)
Cathy Van Dyke (Robin Van Dykes Sister In Law)
Dave Van Dyke (Cancer)
Shirley Weimer (submitted by Vonda Weimer)
Tracey Weimer (submitted by Vonda Weimer)
Betty Westerman (Beverly Barkley’s Mother)
Beverly Williams (colon cancer- submitted by Vonda
Weimer)
Terry Williams (surgery)
John & Kay Yuengert (submitted by Karen Ferrari)
Russell Zoelle Sr. (Health Issues)
INTERCESSIONS FOR CONSOLATION IN GRIEF
Members and friends who have entered the Church Triumphant in the previous 3 months:
The Family of Mary Joe Burd
The Family of Lowry Clawson (7-2-19)
The Family of Peggy Christner
The Family of Harold Schoeffel (7-29-19)

PRAYERS FOR OUR HOMEBOUND

Ruth Rasp

Please contact the church office as soon as possible
to request additions or changes.
Ethel Burgard

Mary K Hill

William Boice
Leland & Norma Iman
Agnes Watson
Mary Belle McMillen
Ruth Rasp

Please contact the church office as soon as possible to request additions or changes
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august Calendar
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St. Peter’s
Lutheran
Church
•

202 Van Buren St.
Evans City, PA
16033

The Sunday Bulletin Deadline is
Wednesdays at 10 am

Monthly Newsletter Deadline is the 3rd Sunday
of each month

•

Call us: 724-538-5810
E-mail us
stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net

Sunday School: 9 am
•
Weekly Worship Services:
Sundays at 10:15 am
Check Our Weekly Calendar of other events.
Summer Office Hours for Secretary:
M-W-F
9 am—noon
•

God’s Son
•

Never Fails
Website: http://
www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org/

Sponsoring the newsletter

Our Staff:
Pastor Brandon Johns
Heidi Beahm, Secretary
Marlene Domhoff,

Organist / Music Director
Joe Ludwik, Sexton
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Luann & Perry Brosius

