From the Pastor:

This is the season of Epiphany, and bless the Lord, I just had one. Now this
epiphany is so basic and self-evident that you’ll probably be wondering how I
could be eight years into being a pastor and only now had this come to my
mind. The truth is that unless there’s a ball headed down a line or into a gap,
then I’m rather slow. Thankfully God and all of you have stuck with me anyhow. You’ll have a
while longer too, because if I revealed my epiphany now, you’d see how simple it was and feel
no need to read the rest of the story.

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church

S t. P e t e r ’ s P o s t

“And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is
love. “ 1 Corinthians 13:13

Like Archimedes, my eureka moment came in familiar surroundings, only I was clothed in my
clerics and in my office instead of a tub. The pastor group that I am a part of had been charged
to watch a TED Talk about inspirational leaders and what made them successful where others
aren’t. It was a decent presentation with the gist being understanding the “why” is most important. After watching the video, we all had a virtual meeting to discuss the speakers point and
its implication for us as pastors and our churches. We got to talking about mission statements.
One of the other pastors shared a powerful one that was both broad and succinct, insightful and
purposeful. I don’t remember it. It had to do with feeding the world. She wondered aloud what
a similar statement would be for us – our faith, our religion, our denomination, our churches,
our people. Perhaps there’s just too much that we do and are about that such a statement of
why we exist as communities could even be possible.
There, in that moment, the “why” statement, the simple yet vastly encompassing mission tagline
popped into my head. You probably already have it and have had it so long that you’re trying to
think of something else. Nonetheless, what came to my mind, straight from my heart, was “That
all may be loved.” I didn’t fully understand the truth of this statement for some time afterwards.
“That all may be loved” is simple, and so I thought, maybe too simple. Now, having thought this
revelation through, I’m convinced this message is the bread that we need for this day.
At first it seems like the message implies that people are not loved already. This is false of
course. God loves you, me, and everyone else along with all of His creation. Yet, not everyone
knows it. We exist as a community so that we can be the embodiment of that love to one another, neighbors and strangers, insiders and outsiders, us and everyone who belongs as part of us
and just doesn’t realize it. Because we forget that we are loved, we gather to be reminded and
call a person whose purpose is to remind us.
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Because we don’t want others to forget they are loved, we call that same person to visit people to let them
know they are loved, and then help that person out when the list of needs grows long. We serve our community, locally and globally, so that children in Evans City and Toliara know that they are loved.
You may also doubt the vital importance of our role in the spread of God’s love, since God has it covered already. We already established that not everybody realizes that they are loved – just as they are for who they
are. For each person, perception of reality becomes reality. So there are people who fail to perceive they are
loved by God and us, which means for all intents and purposes, their reality is absent of that love. We are the
messengers. This is why we are about nurturing and growing faith. Faith is what makes the love of God real for
us. Baptism, communion, forgiveness, grace, none of it has any meaning unless we believe them to be true for
us. “That all may be loved” means that we have Christian Education, youth groups, music ministries, and circles
as well as facilities to enable them to take place so that faith might take root and take hold of the promise that
God so loves the world.
Maybe, you might say, we should focus on something that is more attainable. Perhaps, in simply being realistic,
you might think “That all may be loved” is too ambitious and God’s job, forgetting for a moment the whole
Golden Rule, the “new” commandment Jesus gives in John, how Jesus instructs us to treat our enemies let
alone everyone else, and how Jesus distills the whole Law and Prophets down to loving God and neighbor.
“That some might get great apple and pumpkin products” is a more attainable and up our paper alley. That’s
true, but great Applefests and Pumpkinfests are some of what we do, but in service to why we are a community. That “why” is God and God is revealed to us as Love, not just for us, but for everyone. We do not carry the
message alone. “That all may be loved” is a mission statement for Christians worldwide, that banded together
the great power of God’s love might reach every nook and cranny of this blessed earth.
There is no one better than us to lead this charge. Our emphasis as a denomination and congregation is grace.
It turns out that one aspect of the idea of grace is built on the idea of the favor of God. Where you see “God’s
favor” in the Old Testament, you are looking at the equivalent of “grace” in the New Testament. I can think of
no better way to conceptualize God’s favor than to think of being loved. So the way I see it, grace is a nuanced
way of talking about the radical, transformative love of God.
That’s it friends, my eureka. Sometimes I get caught up in the “what” – programs, ministries, budgets. They are
all good and important. We’ll hear about what we accomplished in 2018 and think ahead about what we might
do in 2019. That deserves our attention and celebration. Let’s not forget the “why” though. As we consider
what it means to be this community of believers and the resources that it takes to live into that identity, keep in
mind why we gather ourselves and our gifts together.
We are St. Peter’s, that all may be loved.
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Announcements & birthdays:

February Birthdays
St. Peter’s Church Family Wishes Many
Blessings To You!

St. Peter’s is hosting it’s annual trivia
night on Saturday, Feb. 16th at 6:30 pm.
The theme this year is based on Valentines Day. Teams of 4 will compete for
fun and prizes for a donation of $20
per team. Drinks and snacks are included and a movie showing will be
offered for children. Proceeds benefit
St. Peter’s Lutherlyn Campers.

1 Kim Morris
2 Amy Hogle
2 Paige Williams
4 Nathan Anthony
4 Julia Lingenfelter
5 Lynette Wingard
7 Larry Stewart
11 Lucille Wingard
14 Lloyd Green
18 Mark Adomaitis
20 Ruth Rasp
22 Yumalai Merrison
25 Charles W. Harbaugh
26 Teresa O’Malley

Electronic Giving- an alternative way of giving to St. Peter’s is now being offered. If you
are interested in giving in this way you will
need to download the TITHE.LY app. After
you download the user-friendly app you will
need to set up an account and select St. Peter’s Lutheran Church and the “Give Now”
option. If you have any questions please call
or e-mail the church or see Heidi Beahm.

WELCOME to Dean Zinkhann
St. Peter’s officially welcomed Dean Zinkhann as a fellow member of our church
family on Sunday, January 27, 2019. We are blessed to have you join our church
family and are looking forward to serving the Lord through the many ministries
both here at St. Peter’s and beyond our doors.
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Annual Congregational Bulletin of Reports- will be held on
Sunday, February 10h. You are
invited to stay for a lunch,
provided by the congregational council and the fellowship
committee. Please plan to
stay for this meeting as it gives
us a time to reflect on 2018
and the many offerings, dedication and service from member of St. Peter’s.

A belated “thanks” for the
beautiful poinsettia we received on Christmas day. The
songs sung by the little Johns
girls was so nice! WE wish to
also thank the manna night kids for the clever
cards that they send each holiday. It’s nice to
be remembered. God’s Blessing on all!
Leland & Norma Iman

Looking Ahead...Lent / Holy Week

Mar. 6

Ash Wed. - Service 7 pm

Mar. 14

Meager Meal 6 pm
Service 7 pm

Mar. 21

Meager Meal 6 pm
Service 7 pm

Mar. 28

Meager Meal 6 pm
Service 7 pm

April 4

Meager Meal 6 pm
Service 7 pm
Fish Fry 4:30-7 pm

April 5
April 11

Meager Meal 6 pm
Service 7 pm

April 14

Palm Sunday— Worship 10:15

April 17

Silent Service 7 pm

April 18

Maundy Thursday—Seder Meal
6:30 pm

April 19

Good Friday :
Community Cross Walk—noon
(Starting at Westminster)
Worship Service 7 pm

Thank You
Thank you for your participation in the Glade Run Lutheran
Services Christmas Angel Program. Your support and generosity has made a difference in the lives of so many individuals. May the new year hold many blessings for you
and your loved ones. Many thanks for your continued
prayers and contributions.
Steven Green, President / CEO
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financial facts

12/02/2018

12/09/2018

12/16/2018

12/23/2018

12/24/2018 Totals

Synod Benevolence

$

397.75

$

140.00

$

343.40

$

159.70

$

1,040.85

Bethesda

$

19.50

$

15.00

$

20.00

$

5.00

$

59.50

Current Fund

$ 2,905.75

$ 3,730.00

$ 2,300.60

$ 3,422.30

$ 4,719.00

$ 17,077.65

Flowers

$

48.00

$

$

$

91.00

$

16.00

$

581.00

Camperships

$

10.00

$

361.50

$

5.00

$

376.50

Building Maintenance

$

300.00

$

426.18

$

120.00

$

55.00

$

50.00

$

951.18

Manna Night

$

10.00

$

5.00

$

8.00

$

23.00

Brick Loan

$

675.00

$

75.00

$

265.00

$

135.00

$

1,150.00

Sunday School

$

15.00

$

10.00

$

13.00

$

13.00

$

51.00

After School Program

$

700.00

$

500.00

$

1,200.00

Youth Fund

$

310.00

$

310.00

Food Cupboard

$

5.00

$

505.00

Priority Projects

$

10.00

$

190.00

$

50.00

365.00

Music Fund
Totals

$ 5,081.00

$ 5,591.18

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for February
Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for
February will support Sherri Ifft
(St. Peter’s Missionary.) If you would
like to support this cause please mark
the other line on your contribution
envelope

The building maintenance fund has been moved to the
current fund as recommended by the finance committee
and approved by the church council . Please direct offerings for building maintenance to the current fund.
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61.00

$

115.00

$

50.00

$ 3,296.00

$

500.00

$

40.00

$ 4,782.50

$

25.00

$ 4,815.00

$ 23,565.68

Giving To Synod Benevolence in 2019
Just a quick reminder that if you would like to give to
Synod Benevolence in 2019(giving to the greater
church that reaches beyond the doors of St. Peter’s)
you can choose to mark your contribution envelope in
the benevolence section.
If you do not mark your contribution envelope 10% of
your entire donation will go to synod benevolence,
as approved by church council. St. Peter’s pledged
$13,250 to synod benevolence in 2019. Hopefully we
reach that goal this year.

Thoughts & Prayers
John, Summer, Timothy Barron & Family
Dave Barber (Cancer)
Rob Boring (Liver Problems-nephew of Joe Ludwik)
Tom Broeren
Levi Budisky
Mary Joe Burd (submitted by Teresa O’Malley)
Jane Carruth (Colon Cancer - B.Barkley)
Peggy Christner
Ruth Corfield (Broken Pelvis)
Helen Couvert (Liver Cancer)
Jim Critchlow
David English (Lung Cancer)
Diane Fair
Joann Finch (submitted by Teresa O’Malley)
Pat Foringer (ALS)
David Fulghum
Glen Galko
Lori Goodwin
Mitchell Gross (Kidney Problems- submitted by Jen
Vicheck)
Glee Hart (Cancer)
Ginger Helterbran
Rich Isreal
Charles Jackson (from: Karen Ferrari)
Carol Kerr
Alma Kincaid (Leukemia – from: Marsha Reedy)
Val Kurth (Breast Cancer)
Mario Limonciello (submitted by Talea Merrison)
Kim Long (cancer)

PRAYERS FOR OUR HOMEBOUND
Please contact the church office as soon as possible
to request additions or changes.
Ethel Burgard
William Boice
Leland & Norma Iman
Agnes Watson
Mary Belle McMillen
Ruth Rasp

Diane Marburger
Jim Marburger
Wayne Meissner (from: Karen Ferrari)
Matt Morris
Francis & Oskar Perez (health problems – from Talea
Merrison)
Bill Puryear (cancer)
Rege & Becky Rengers
Carol Smith (Cancer)
Tammy Dauben Speck (Breast Cancer)
Carrie Sphar (cancer – from: Cheryl Thomas)
Sadie Terek (cystic fibrosis – from: Kim Morris)
Garret Thomas (cancer – from: Kim Morris)
Cathy Van Dyke (Robin Van Dykes Sister In Law)
Dave Van Dyke (Cancer)
Hannah Wahl (Daughter of Rev. Andy Wahl)
Shirley Weimer (submitted by Vonda Weimer)
Tracey Weimer (submitted by Vonda Weimer)
Betty Westerman (Beverly Barkley’s Mother)
Beverly Williams (colon cancer- submitted by Vonda
Weimer)
Terry Williams (surgery)
Russell Zoelle Sr. (Health Issues)

INTERCESSIONS FOR CONSOLATION IN GRIEF
Members and friends who have entered the Church
Triumphant in the previous 3 months:
Kelly Kopera (10-17-18)
Dorothy Aiken (Kay Burr’s Neighbor 11-2018)
Margie Kretzler (11-2018)
Betty Rasp (1-25-19)

January Council Minutes—Unapproved

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church
Council Meeting
January 8, 2019
Present: Luann Brosius, Michael Bettencourt, Barb Brown, Emily Critchlow, Debbie Merrison, Heinie Raupp,
Becky Rengers, Cheryl Thomas, Dan Vicheck, Matt Otto, Pat Capella, Pastor Johns
Absent: Russ Zoelle
Guest: Heidi Beahm
President Michael Bettencourt called the meeting to order at 7:04PM and Pastor Johns lead us in prayers of
grace and thanksgiving.
Minutes: Written report submitted. Cheryl Thomas read the minutes aloud. Becky Rengers said the amount for
the chalice was $750.63. Becky Rengers motioned, 2nd by Debbie Merrison to approve the minutes as corrected. Motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report: Written report submitted. Heidi Beahm explained the Treasurer’s Report to the new members and discussed how the balance sheet works and the new layout. It will always be from the previous month
because that is what she can balance. Current Fund is in the positive and Building Maintenance fund will be
rolled into the Current Fund going forward. New envelopes do not have a Building Maintenance fund line. We
increased our giving to Synod Benevolence by $1410.95 and we collected almost $600 more for the brick loan
than budgeted. Becky Rengers motioned to accept report and pay bills, 2 nd by Dan Vicheck. Motion carried.
Pastor’s Report: Written report submitted. Luann asked about thank you letters to visitors but the visitors have
not been filling out the book. Pastor would gladly send out those letters if the information was provided. Pastor reminded the council that they called to be leaders in all aspects of our lives both within and without the
church proper. Presence and investment of ourselves and our resources is a vital leadership aspect of this
[council member] role.
Fellowship: Written report submitted. Recommendation was made to hold the Fish Dinner on April 5 th with
$200 to EC Rotary for an electronic community sign and the rest of the donation to the Brick Fund. Becky 2 nd
the recommendation for the Fish Dinner. Motion carried.
Finance: No report. Next meeting is 1/29
Learning/Youth/Manna/Afterschool: No report. Afterschool program van has been repaired – rust spots removed thanks to the grant. St. Peter’s is hosting Vacation Bible School this year (6/24-6/28) Next meeting 1/22
Memorial: $2507.52 in the fund as of the end of 2018
Mutual Ministry: No report
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January Council Minutes—Unapproved

Property: No meeting in December. Dan Vicheck & Matt Otto have been researching “paper alley” between
the church and parsonage to be able to build/repair the garage.
Music & Worship: No December meeting. Next meeting 1/28
New Business: Every January Pastor has to make a motion/request to have some money of his salary set
aside for furnishings. Pastor is requesting $3000 for this, so moved by Luann and 2 nd by Becky. Motion carried.
Counters for January: Erin Price/ Debbie Merrison
Dan motioned, 2nd by Matt to adjourn the meeting at 8:29pm.
Meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Cheryl Thomas

Many thanks to our elected council members
who have volunteered to represent our church
family and serve in 2019 Members include:
Michael Bettencourt — President
Dan Vicheck—Vice President
Cheryl Thomas—Secretary
Heinie Raupp
Matt Otto
Emily Critchlow
Becky Rengers
Pat Capella
Debbie Merrison
Luann Brosius
Jane Brown
Russ Zoelle
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Servant Leaders at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church
The Officers are elected by the Council. President is Michael Bettencourt; Vice President is Dan Vicheck; Secretary is
Cheryl Thomas; and the Treasurer is Heidi Beahm. Our full-time Pastor is the Rev. Brandon Johns, who has served St.
Peter’s since April, 2016.
The Church Council is elected by the congregation. They are accountable to the congregation for all decisions. They meet
monthly for Devotion and Prayer, receiving reports, providing direction and making necessary administrative decisions.
You are encouraged to pray for these leaders and call upon them for advice, offer suggestions and ask questions about
decisions made. New schedule for 2019 has the council meeting on the SECOND TUESDAY AT 7:00 PM.

Name

Phone

Term expires

Office or Ministry

Michael Bettencourt
Pat Capella
Luann Brosius
Becky Rengers
Emily Critchlow
Cheryl Thomas
Dan Vicheck
Barb Brown
Debbie Merrison
Heinie Raupp
Russ Zoelle
Pr. Johns

724.776.5430

December 2020

President

724.591.2373
724.355-0841
724.538.4816
724.284.1560
724.504-3312
724.538.3859
724.996.4267
724.538.3493
724.776.5430
724.432.3285
724.674.7238

December 2019
December 2020
December 2019
December 2021
December 2019
December 2020
December 2021
December 2020
December 2019
December 2021
ex officio

Worship & Music Representative
Memorial Representative
Fellowship Committee Representative
Secretary
Vice President
Learning Ministry Representative
Property Committee Representative

ex officio

Ministry Group

Chair/Contact person

Meeting Times

Worship and Music Ministry
Property
Finance
Fellowship
Mutual Ministry
Learning
Women of the ELCA

Beverly Critchlow
Troy Barkley
Heidi Beahm
Karen Ferrari
Cheryl Thomas
Jen Erin
President: Teresa O’Malley

Fourth Monday at 7 pm
First Tuesday Monthly
As Needed
First Monday at 7:00 PM
AS Needed
Bimonthly
Mary Circle -- First Thursday

Mary Circle

Dorcas Circle –Fourth Tuesday

Mission Endowment Fund

Dorcas
Circleat the Congregation Meeting were
Newly
elected
Thor Lingenfelter
As Needed
Barb Brown, Emily Critchlow, Matt Otto, Russ Zoelle

We say thanks to our fine servants who are leaving council after completing their 3 year term and choosing not
to serve a second term

Robin Van Dyke, Charlie Flach, Glenn Fulghum, Beverly Critchlow.
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february Calendar
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St. Peter’s
Lutheran
Church
•

202 Van Buren St.
Evans City, PA
16033
Call us: 724-538-5810
E-mail us
stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net

The Sunday Bulletin Deadline is
Wednesdays at 10 am

•

Monthly Newsletter Deadline is the 3rd Sunday of
each month
•

God’s Son
•

Sunday School: 9 am

Weekly Worship Services:
Sundays at 10:15 am

Never Fails
Website: http://
www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org/

•

Check Our Weekly Calendar of other events.
Office Hours for Secretary:
M-F
Sponsoring the newsletter

Our Staff:
Pastor Brandon Johns
Heidi Beahm, Secretary
Marlene Domhoff,
Organist / Music Director
Joe Ludwik, Sexton

12

Sponsored by
Perry & Luann Brosius

