“For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in vain.”
Corinthians 5:21;6:1
If Vonda doesn’t come forward for ashes this year, I won’t blame her, and
neither should you. If she does come forward but with more hesitation or
trembling, don’t assume this means her sense of mortality or guilt in sin has
changed. No, more likely it would be because for the first time, after countless foreheads
ranging from infant to elderly, last year I got the ashes right in her eye. I didn’t miss her forehead with the cross and impose the ashes on her cornea; it wasn’t that obvious at first. Bless
Vonda, she headed right back to her seat as though I hadn’t just blinded her, and consequently, I
didn’t know anything was wrong until the I happened to notice her acting differently as the
service continued. It didn’t seem quite right that Vonda was challenging herself to worship with
only one eye open. Then seeing Vonda at Communion confirmed the ashes were much more
imposing for her than usual. Redness, inflammation, tears – all signs of pain and discomfort that
might produce a logical fear at coming forward this year.
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From the Pastor:

In this way, Vonda was living part of what the ashes are supposed to communicate as we come
forward to receive them, which is holy fear. Now, we shouldn’t be afraid for our physical wellbeing during the imposition, save for the very rare errant ash landing. However, the grinding of
the charred fibers against our skin is supposed to remind us of the seriousness of eternity, which
should make us tremble as we recall that each one of us would be unfit for the life eternal if left
to our own devices.
Our early Protestant Reformers view such holy fear of the just punishment of God for our sins as
the first half of the gospel message and the seeds of the flower of faith that will take root, grow,
and blossom in the hearts of Christians. For example, Philip Melanchthon, wrote:
The gospel accuses all people of being under sin and subject to eternal wrath and death and for
Christ’s sake offers the forgiveness of sins and justification, which are received by faith. The
proclamation of repentance, which accuses us, terrifies consciences with genuine and serious
terrors. In the midst of these, hearts must once again receive consolation. This happens when
they believe the promise of Christ, namely, that on his account we have the forgiveness of sin.
This faith which arises and consoles in the midst of those fears, receives the forgiveness of sins,
justifies us, and makes alive. For this consolation is a new and spiritual life. (AAC, 62)
Normally, we would avoid such fear just like normally we would avoid having dirt smudged
across our foreheads. Still, it turns out that both are exactly what we need.
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The grate of the ashes reminds and reorients us. We are reminded that we are mortal beings, not gods. We
are reminded that we are dependent on something greater than ourselves. We are reminded that in the
Gospel of Luke, Jesus begins his ministry with the word repent and repentance begins the message that Jesus
entrusts to the disciples at the end of that same gospel. Even as arrogance disintegrates into humility and
self-assuredness crumbles into trembling, though, in that message of Jesus, his good news, repentance yields
to forgiveness.
Like those dreams of showing up to the first day of school or work having forgotten to put on clothes, we
stand before God realizing that all we thought we had put on and built up to hide our true selves has been
burned away. Pretenses gone, we find ourselves in need of a new covering. God does not leave us alone nor
cast us away, but rather, forgives us and clothes us in Jesus’ own righteousness. Jesus covers us and covers
for us, although we cannot see this divine garment like the new plaid shirt given to us on our birthday.
Instead, we receive it by faith and wear it in faith.
Whenever hearts turn from inside to right-side out, this is faith working in us. Whenever hearts find comfort
in God, this is faith working in us. Whenever hearts take on the shape of the cross, this is faith growing in us.
Whenever hearts bear good fruit from ashen soil, this is faith growing in us. Faith, having heard the gospel
call to repentance, leads us to the cross, bent before God, time and again. Faith, having heard the gospel
assurance of pardon, trusts that God lifts us up and leads us on right pathways for his name’s sake unto time
eternal.
Thank you to Rege Rengers for this month’s faith reflection!
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A Story of faith

Subtle changes...that's how it all began and continues. During my morning exercises in approximately 2016
I noticed a funny numbness on the bottoms of my feet. Neuropathy? Then a weird flopping of my right foot
while walking that turned out to be diagnosed "drop foot". After back surgery and physical therapy to no
avail I noticed it getting harder to climb steps. I was needing to pull myself up the steps using the handrail. After revisiting my surgeon and a few neuorology doctor visits, a diagnosis of a motor neuron disease,
"progressive muscular atrophy" was given. Oh boy still not definitely "Gehrig's disease", whew! I still had
some hope! But then along came regular muscle twitching. And from then came one cane to two canes to
a walker and a rollator to a zinger wheel chair to now a power wheel chair. During that time a few scary
falls too! Now it's slowly the weakening of the arms starting with the right. Around March 2019 I received
for certain the diagnosis of ALS ! Now that's where I am now, Lord!
Now most of my life I've been very active physically. I've also considered myself to be somewhat in
touch with my Lord and Savoir, Jesus Christ. I've attended church on Sundays regularly and said my meal
and bed time prayers daily. I strived to be a "good person" but at times I fell short. However now I have
developed a special much more personal relationship with my God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit! I
reflect daily on John 3:16 " For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only begotten son to us
and he who believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life." How lucky are we all to have such an
awesome and loving God and I accept Him fully as my Lord and Savior! Some say when afflicted with a
terminal disease, "why me Lord?" I say... why not me!
By having this disease as a possible clearer path to my final day here in this life I have the advantage to
develop a closer more personal relationship with my Creator. Death can sometimes happen to us
suddenly. Are we at that time prepared spiritually?
As Rick Warren says in his book "The Purpose Driven Life" ..."This life is not all there is. Life on Earth is just
the dress rehearsal before the real production. You will spend far more time on the other side of death and
eternity than you will here. Earth is the staging area, the preschool, the try out for our life in eternity. It is
the practice workout before the actual game, the warm-up lap before the race begins. This life is preparation for the next". When something in life doesn't go right I'm reminded of a Latin phrase told to me many
years ago by my late uncle, Father Christopher Rengers, .... " quid hoc ad aeternitatem" translation " what
is this compared to eternity?"
As I fold my hands and close my eyes each night before I sleep, I thank God for everything He has
bestowed upon me this day and all of my previous seventy years! Some never have the chance to
experience all of life's blessings as I have! I thank Him for that! I thank Him for my special caregiver, my
loving wife of 40 years (Feb 1st), Becky, my children, their spouses and my 14 grandchildren. I thank Him
for all my siblings and their families and all my special friends and their families! Last but not least I ask for
His forgiveness for all my sins.
I am so grateful and blessed to have such a special pastor
and to have my entire St. Peter's Church family! So many of
you go out of your way to show your love! How lucky can I
be?? Thank you Lord!!!
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Announcements & birthdays:

February Birthdays
St. Peter’s Church Family Wishes Many
Blessings To You!

Game Nights… Join Us!
(Pictured Above: Rege & Becky Rengers, Jim, Debbie &
Yumali Merrison, Rick Reifenstein & Marge Wearing)

We had a wonderful turn out in January for game
night. There were plenty of snacks to share with
friends and new games to play as well as some
good old favorites. Join us on Saturday, February
15th at 6:30 pm and don’t forget to bring your
favorite game to play. It’s fun to teach or learn in
the companionship of friends and family.
(Pictured below: Christine & Anna Johns & Jen Vicheck)

4

1 Kim Morris
2 Amy Hogle
2 Paige Williams
4 Nathan Anthony
4 Julia Lingenfelter
5 Lynette Wingard
7 Larry Stewart
11 Lucille Wingard
14 Lloyd Green
18 Mark Adomaitis
20 Ruth Rasp
22 Yumalai Merrison
25 Charles W. Harbaugh
26 Teresa O’Malley

On Tuesday, February 25th, we invite you to our annual Shrove Tuesday dinner starting at 5 pm. In addition to the
delicious pancakes and sausage, and burning the palms in preparation for Ash Wednesday the following day, we are going
to have a St. Peter’s Talent Show. Singers, dancers, jugglers, comedians, instrumentalists, and other talents of high
quality or dubious skill are welcomed to participate. Consider pulling together a group of adults, youth, or children for a
team act in the show. For example, Pastor is organizing all interested church men for a silly dance group, code-named St.
Peter’s Rocks. All acts should hold to about a four minute time limit, and remember that the emphasis is on “show” not
“talent.” There is a sign up poster in Luther Hall so we can get an idea of how many acts we will have and of what type.
You are welcome to use the poster as a hub to organize other group acts. Let’s have some flair and fun before we turn our
hearts to the somber repentance of Lent.

Annual Congregational Bulletin of Reports- will be held on
Sunday, February 9h. You are
invited to stay for a lunch,
provided by the congregational council and the fellowship
committee. Please plan to
stay for this meeting as it gives
us a time to reflect on 2019
and the many offerings,
dedication and service from
member of St. Peter’s.

Scout Sunday was held on Sunday, January 26th.
We thank our local scouts for volunteering to
lead the services and helping as greeters, ushers
and readers for the day. We are thrilled to have
the opportunity to charter our local scouts!
Thank you for helping us make Scout Sunday so
special and we look forward to working with
you for many years to come!
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Looking Ahead...Lent / Holy Week

Feb. 26

Ash Wed. - Service 7 pm

Mar. 5

Meager Meal 6 pm
Service 7 pm

Mar. 6

Fish Fry 4:30 pm

Mar. 12

Meager Meal 6 pm
Service 7 pm

Mar. 19

Meager Meal 6 pm
Service 7 pm

Mar. 26

Meager Meal 6 pm
Service 7 pm

April 2

Meager Meal 6 pm
Service 7 pm

April 5

Palm Sunday— Worship 10:15

April 8

Silent Service 7 pm

April 9

Maundy Thursday 7 pm

April 10

Good Friday:
Community Cross Walk—noon
(Starting at Callery Crestview)
Worship Service 7 pm

Welca soup sale

Many thanks to everyone who helped in any way to make the 2020 W-ELCA
soup sale a huge success! It took many dedicated volunteers to pull off this
fundraiser and the homemade bread and soup was delicious! Please recycle
your jars by returning them to the church so they can be used for next
years sale.
A special thank you to Thrivent Financial for their support
by giving $250 seed money to kick start this fundraiser.
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financial facts

December Income Report
Food Cupboard
$ 530.00
Synod Benevolence
$ 1,402.63
ELCA Bethesda
$
60.00
EDCO Park
$
20.00
Current Fund
$ 21,495.13
Music Fund
$
99.00
Memorial Fund
$
60.00
Flowers
$ 599.00
After School
$ 1,210.00
Brick Loan
$ 3,310.00
Campership
$ 375.00
Manna Night
$
11.00
Sunday School
$ 592.00
Total
$ 29,763.76
A Financial Update – in an effort to keep everyone informed about our current financial situation the
reconciled treasurers report of our current fund as of the end of December 2019is as follows:
Current Fund $48.96 Memorial Fund 9,426.15 Youth Fund $6,782.74, Manna Fund $3,727.43, Priority
Project Fund $14,732.73, After School Program $6,725.51. Many thanks to those who continue to
give to these funds which give us the ability to serve Christ and others.
For the first time every in my time as treasure and with a full time pastor, St. Peter’s ended ahead in
our current fund! Many thanks to EVERYONE who helped to make this vision a reality. After
discovering an accounting error from previous loans (and equity) corrections were made leaving us
with an estimated $20,000 debt.. You embraced the challenge and we made it! Not only did we make
it, we were able to pay extra on the brick loan and continue outreach ministries from St. Peter’s as well.
Thank you doesn't seem sufficient enough for this story of faith in each other and in the Lord.
- Heidi Beahm (Treasurer– volunteer)

Giving To Synod Benevolence in 2020
Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for February
Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for February
will support Sherri Ifft (St. Peter’s
Missionary.) If you would like to
support this cause please mark the
other line on your contribution
envelope Sherri Ifft.
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Just a quick reminder that if you would like to give to
Synod Benevolence in 2020 (giving to the greater
church that reaches beyond the doors of St. Peter’s)
you can choose to mark your contribution envelope in
the benevolence section.
If you do not mark your contribution envelope 10% of
your entire donation will go to synod benevolence, as
approved by church council. St. Peter’s pledged
$13,500 to synod benevolence in 2020. Hopefully we
reach that goal this year.

Thoughts & Prayers
Kitty Aul

John, Summer, Timothy Barron & Family
Dave Barber (Cancer)
Pat Barnhart
Sharla Barron (Knee Surgery)
Helen Barto
John & Helen Bird
Rob Boring (Liver Problems-nephew of Joe Ludwik)
Tom Broeren
Levi Budisky
Arlene Cameron (sister of E. Budisky)
Jane Carruth (Colon Cancer - B.Barkley)
Helen Couvert (Liver Cancer)
Jim Critchlow
David English (Lung Cancer)
Diane Fair
Joann Finch (submitted by Teresa O’Malley)
Pat Foringer (ALS)
David Fulghum
Edward & Beryl Gilliland
Lori Goodwin
Willy Helterbran

Bob Holden (Cancer – submitted by R. Roberts
Rich Isreal
Charles Jackson (from: Karen Ferrari)
Marylee Jones

Carol Kerr
Alma Kincaid (Leukemia – from: Marsha Reedy)
Val Kurth (Breast Cancer)

Mario Limonciello (submitted by Talea Merrison)
Kim Long (cancer)
Todd Manuel (Blood Disease)
Diane Marburger
Berty McMillen
Wayne Meissner (from: Karen Ferrari)
Matt & Kim Morris
Francis & Oskar Perez (health problems – from Talea
Merrison)
Erin Price
Bill Puryear (cancer)
Harold & Barb Rader
Rege & Becky Rengers
Carol Smith (Cancer)
Tammy Dauben Speck (Breast Cancer)
Carrie Sphar (cancer – from: Cheryl Thomas)
Sadie Terek (cystic fibrosis – from: Kim Morris)
Garret Thomas (cancer – from: Kim Morris)
Maddie Tripodi (4 yr. old cancer- from: Heidi Beahm)
Cathy Van Dyke (Robin Van Dykes Sister In Law)
Dave Van Dyke (Cancer)
Shirley Weimer (submitted by Vonda Weimer)
Tracey Weimer (submitted by Vonda Weimer)
Todd Manuel (Blood Disease)
Betty Westerman (Beverly Barkley’s Mother)
Beverly Williams (colon cancer- submitted by Vonda
Weimer)
John & Kay Yuengert (submitted by Karen Ferrari)

PRAYERS FOR OUR HOMEBOUND
Please contact the church office as soon as possible
to request additions or changes.
William Boice

INTERCESSIONS FOR CONSOLATION IN GRIEF
Members and friends who have entered the Church
Triumphant in the previous 3 months:

Norma Iman
Agnes Watson
Mary Belle McMillen
Ruth Rasp
Mary K. Hill

The Family of Leland Iman (11-4-19)

January Council Minutes—Unapproved

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church
Council Meeting
January 14th 2020
Present: Pastor Johns, Michael Bettencourt, Luann Brosius, Barbara Brown, Dan Erin, Emily Critchlow, Debbie
Merrison, Matt Otto, Adam Price, Rita Reifenstein, Jane Taylor, Dan Vicheck, Russ Zoelle
Absent:
Guest: Heidi Beahm and Mark Smith
President Michael Bettencourt called the meeting to order at 7:08PM and Pastor Johns lead us in prayers of
grace and thanksgiving.
Minutes: Written report submitted. Luann Brosius motioned, 2nd by Barb Brown to approve the minutes. Motion carried.
Reception of Visitors: Mark Smith with Herbert, Rowland & Grubic, Inc. joined our council meeting this evening. He attended this meeting to ask permission to use approximately 600ft of the lower parking lot while
new water lines are being put in. This project is looking to go from Main and Jackson, down Jackson turn on
South Washington then out toward Mars Evans City Road, as well as Harrison and South Street estimated
4,900 ft of pipe will be used. This project is anticipated to start in mid-August total time for the project is 50days, 30 days of that being testing and service change over and 20 days in manual labor. The reason for replacing these pipes is to make them larger going from an 8-inch pipe to a 10-inch pipe, this should help cut
down the number of residence losing water during main breaks. Along with replacing the pipes they will also
be replacing 15-20 valves in the system. The purpose of using our property is to be out of the pavement to
save some money on the restoration and help the rates not increase substantially for the residents. With
them using our parking lot whatever damage is done they will replace it back to original state if not in better
condition. An easement agreement between the church and the water authority will be wrote up and reviewed by council during the next monthly meeting. Dan Vicheck motioned to continue to work with the water authority for the easement with being flexible on the dates, motion 2nd by Russ Zoelle. Motion Carried.
Treasurer’s Report: Report submitted. No action by council required.

Pastor’s Report: Debbie Merrison motioned to extend our community to help with the new members in supporting them in their growth and relationship to God, 2 nd by Dan Erin. Motioned Carried.
Fellowship: Written report submitted. Fellowship made a recommendation for fish dinner to be held March
6th 2020. $200 of the money made to be designated to the Evans City Library and the rest of the money to go
to the priority projects. Motion 2nd by Matt Otto. Motioned Carried.
Finance: No report submitted.
Learning/Youth/Manna/Afterschool: No report submitted.
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January Council Minutes—Unapproved

Memorial: The Memorial Committee is making recommendations to transfer memorial funds in the amount
of $5,000 for the use of building the new garage pending congregation approval of that project. Purchase of
church “mailboxes” for members to have their own at an average cost of $220. Transfer memorial funds in
the amount of approximately $800 to cover the cost of replacing the gas line for the ovens in the kitchen.
Motion Carried.
Mutual Ministry: No report submitted.
Property: Recommendation made to fix the gas line that feeds into the oven using approximately $800 from
memorial funds. Matt Otto makes motion to accept quote from Armstrong Comfort Solutions in the amount
of $789.77 to fix the gas line, motion 2nd by Dan Erin. Motion Carried. Dan Vicheck motioned to council to
send recommendation to the congregation for approval of demolition old garage and replacing with a 24x36
garage, motion 2nd by Debbie Merrison. Motion Carried.
Music & Worship: No report submitted.
Dan Vicheck motioned to adjourn the meeting at 9:37pm. 2nd by Dan Erin
Meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Emily Critchlow

Many thanks to our elected council members
who have volunteered to represent our church
family and serve in 2020 Members include:
Michael Bettencourt — President
Dan Vicheck—Vice President
Emily Critchlow—Secretary
Dan Erin
Matt Otto
Rita Reifenstein
Adam Price
Debbie Merrison
Luann Brosius
Jane Brown
Jane Taylor
Russ Zoelle
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Servant Leaders at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church
The Officers are elected by the Council. President is Michael Bettencourt; Vice President is Dan Vicheck;
Secretary is Emily Critchlow; Treasurer is Heidi Beahm and the Secretary Treasurer is Colleen Prenovitz.
Our full-time Pastor is the Rev. Brandon A. Johns, who has served St. Peter’s since March 16, 2016.
The Church Council is elected by the congregation. They are accountable to the congregation for all decisions.
They meet monthly for Devotion and Prayer, receiving reports, providing direction and making necessary
administrative decisions. You are encouraged to pray for these leaders and call upon them for advice, offer
suggestions and ask questions about decisions made. The council meeting on the SECOND TUESDAY AT 7 PM.

Name

Phone

Term
expires

Office or Ministry

Michael
Bettencourt

724.776.5430

December 2020

President & Memorial Committee Representative

Rita Reifenstein

724.538.4820

December 2022

Mutual Ministry Representative

Luann Brosius

724.355-0841

December 2020

Worship Committee Representative

Matt Otto

724.841.3881

December 2021

Finance Committee Representative

Emily Critchlow

724.284.1560
724.389.1543

Dan Vicheck
Barb Brown
Debbie Merrison

724.538.3859
724.996.4267
724.538.3493

Jane Taylor

724.584.1519

Russ Zoelle
Pr. Johns

724.432.3285
724.674.7238

December 2021
December 2021
December 2020
December 2021
December 2020
December 2021
December 2021

Secretary & Mutual Ministry

Dan Erin

∞

Finance Committee Representative

Vice President & Property Committee
Learning Ministry Representative
Fellowship Committee
Fellowship & Learning Ministry Committee
Property Committee
Ex Officio

Newly elected at the Congregation Meeting were
Jane Taylor, Adam Price, Rita Reifenstein, Dan Erin
We say thanks to our fine servants who are leaving council after completing their 3 or 6 year term!

Heinie Raupp, Pat Capella, Cheryl Thomas, Becky Rengers.
Thank you for your offering of skill and time for the past three years!
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february Calendar
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St. Peter’s
Lutheran
Church

202 Van Buren St.
Evans City, PA
16033

•

•

Monthly Newsletter Deadline is the 3rd Sunday of
each month

Call us: 724-538-5810
E-mail us
stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net

God’s Son

Never Fails

The Sunday Bulletin Deadline is
Wednesdays at 10 am

Sunday School: 9 am
•
Weekly Worship Services:
Sundays at 10:15 am
Check Our Weekly Calendar of other events.
Office Hours for Secretary:
M-F
9 am—noon
•

•

Website: http://
www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org/

Sponsoring the newsletter

Our Staff:

Sponsored by

Pastor Brandon Johns

Eilene Budisky

Heidi Beahm, Secretary
Marlene Domhoff,
Organist / Music Director
Joe Ludwik, Sexton
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In loving memory of the February 14th
birthday of Ron Crider

