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“And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his     

glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.” John 1:14 

As soon as the calendar flipped to December 26th, channel 30 on our free 

trial of Sirius XM flipped back from a Christmas-themed station back to be-

ing centered around Billy Joel.  Something similar has probably been taking 

place at your home too.  Many take the days off after Christmas as the per-

fect time to tear down trees and lights.  Heaven knows we’ll need days to 

sort out the boxes that were dragged off of shelves in the basement, where they sit on the floor 

waiting to be refilled and re-shelved.  I’m not ready for that, yet.  Christmas isn’t quite over yet, 

and I’ll be hanging on to the childish wonder of the days for as long as I can.  That’s why the 

above Scripture passage, part of the Nativity according to the Gospel of John, has hung with me, 

like tinsel that you find stuck to the couch months later. 

Last month, I wrapped up 2018 by reflecting on the Incarnation, God in flesh made manifest, and 

thanking you for the ways you embody the Divine.  Here John tells us that God incarnate is glori-

ous to behold, and that it is full of grace and truth.  Among many other implications, this means 

that the ongoing Emmanuel, how we understand God continuing to be with us, is a daily experi-

ence of the grace of God and to embody Jesus is to be grace for others as well.  You probably 

knew that in general already, but grace is a word that shows up so much in our “church vocabu-

lary” that we might let it wash over us without considering how deeply it is woven into the fabric 

of our baptismal identities. 

Consequently, grace is going to be the theme for our community and life together this year.  As 

good Lutherans, you might ask, “What does this mean?”  These monthly reflections will be grace

-themed, like they were thanksgiving-themed last year.  Council will lift up in prayer ways that 

we have experienced God’s grace, either on the receiving or giving end.  I envision those as 

mostly prayers of thanksgiving with this particular focus.  I’ll try to ratchet up my grace mentions 

in sermons, but those have already been informed by a professor who said if people couldn’t 

find the gospel then we weren’t really preaching.  I am hopeful that you all will share with coun-

cil, one another, and me stories of how God’s grace has touched you in small and extraordinary 

ways.  I would love to be able to feature some of those stories as the closing to these articles 

(you can remain anonymous or not). 

 

From the Pastor:  
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Above all, I hope that a focus on grace this year leads us to be more aware of the power of God’s priceless gift 

of grace, more aware of how experiencing God’s grace daily reminds us that God abides with us, and more 

aware of how we, too, are called to be full of grace.  We can’t hang on to Christmas forever.  I know that my 

budget doesn’t include that level of present purchasing.  On the other hand, we know that’s not what makes 

these twelve days special.  It’s the extra willingness to give, to consider, to praise, to wonder, to forgive, to 

sing, to shine in spite of the darkness, in other words, to embody grace.  Maybe the gleam of that hidden tin-

sel won’t be the only remnant of these days that sticks with us in the coming year.  May it be the true Light, 

the radiating glory of God full of grace and truth, that illumines your new year. 

Speaking of grace and graciousness, on behalf of Christine, Lily, Anna, and Kate, I would like to thank every-

one for their generosity to our family throughout 2018, but especially for the wonderful cards and gifts we 

received leading up to and during the season of Christmas.  With invitations to meals, babysitting of our girls, 

and genuine concern for us at a personal level, we have felt the warmth of what some call the “Christmas 

spirit” throughout the year.  Now we are left feeling all the more blessed for the various ways you have ex-

tended God’s love to us these past weeks.  Thank you again for the gift of you and for the Christmas cards and 

gifts that we received this past year.  May God’s love incarnate be with you always.    + Pastor 
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A n n o u n c e m e n t s  &  b i r t h d a y s :  

 

 

 St. Peter’s friends and family are invited and en-
couraged to help students at Evans City Elementary 
as part of a homework helpers program on Tuesday, 

January 10th at 3 pm.  See Pastor Johns if you are 
able to help with this program.   

January Birthdays                

St. Peter’s Church Family Wishes Many 

Blessings To You!  

 

1 Vera Wahl   26 Barb Brown 

1 Jen Erin   26 Pastor Johns 

3 Todd Wearing  27 Lisa Adomaitis 

4 Chris Merrison Sr.  28 William Wahl 

6 Sean Weber   29 Don Zinkhann 

7 Jacob Vicheck  30 Marie Beaton  

9 Zoey Miller 

13 Chelsea Mars 

13 Aviannah Zinkhann 

18 Jack Erin 

19 James Banyay 

20 Ruth Roberts 

22 Dan Erin  

24 Carol Green 

24 Kurt Wearing  

A new chalice was purchased 

in loving memory of Dean 

McMillen by his friends and 

family.  Many thanks for the 

blessing of this  much needed 

donation.   

If you’re looking to grow your faith but find scheduled meeting times too tricky, 

consider the podcast “WeekDay Christian.” Pastor Johns is working with Pastors 

Nathaniel Christman and Angela Smith to record podcasts that examine a topic, 

like prayer, and discuss it for about 40 minutes, reflecting on the topic in the Bible, 

our lives, and how it might be a part of the regular lives of Christians.  They can be 

found at http://weekdaychristian.buzzsprout.com/ and https://

Pot luck epiphany Luncheon  

Where:  St. Peter’s  

When: January 6, 2019 

Time:  After Worship 

Why:  It’s the great reveal of advent 

friends! 

 Jr. SPY will 
meet on Satur-
day, January 
19th from 
4:30—6:30 pm.   

Join us for game 

night on Sat. Jan. 

19th at 6:30 pm.  

Bring a game, a 

snack and a friend!   

Shhhhhh It’s A Surprise! 

You are invited to stay after 

worship on Sunday, January 

27th to celebrate the 80th 

birthday of Don Zinkhann!  

We hope you come and 

share your well wishes and 

have a piece of cake to wish 

Don a happy birthday.   

http://weekdaychristian.buzzsprout.com/
https://www.facebook.com/WeekdayChristian-291498931588654/
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St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 

SOUP SALE 

*Saturday, January 12th* 

$8.00 per Quart 

$3.00 Loaf of Bread 

 

Orders due by Tuesday, January 8th 

 

Name ___________________________ Phone ________________ 

Choice of Soup                                Number of Quarts               x $8.00 

Potato        ______                    _____ 

Stuffed Pepper            ______                _____    

Chicken Noodle            ______                _____ 

Wedding Soup             ______      _____     

 

Loaves of Bread                Quantity ________          x $3.00 ______ 

                       Total Amount ______ 

 

To place orders return forms to church,  

call Vonda Weimer at 412-400-9763  
Proceeds to support Priority Projects of St. Peter’s  (sound panels) and Katies Fund (WELCA) 

 

*Soup orders may be picked up  

Saturday, January 12th from 1-2:30 pm  
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C h r i s t m a s  p r o g r a m  
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 A  m u s i c a l  g i f t   

A special thank you to everyone who volunteered to bring the Christmas spirit to those in our com-

munity by Christmas caroling.  St. Peter’s friends and family sang at Presidents Square before travel-

ing to homes of St. Peter’s members to with them a Merry Christmas.   

Many thanks to  Roberta Domhoff and Marlene 

Domhoff for directing and leading this years 

Christmas Cantata.  The performance was out-

standing and we cant wait to see what next year 

brings!  Thank you to everyone who participat-

ed and shared your musical talents and gifts 

with St. Peter’s and residents of Passavant in 

Zelienople.   
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f i n a n c i a l  f a c t s   

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for January 

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause will support  

Meals on Wheels.  If you would like to support 

this cause, please mark the other line on your 

contribution envelope Meals on Wheels. 

A Financial Update – in an effort to keep everyone informed about our current financial 

situation the reconciled treasurers report of our current fund as of the end of  November 

2018 is as  follows:     Current Fund -$3,555.40 Building Maintenance Fund                   

(-$1,058.10), Memorial Fund $3,157.52, Youth Fund $7,375.71, Manna Fund $3,165.07, 

Priority Project Fund $8,186.83, After School Program $15,363.93.  Many thanks to 

those who continue to give to these funds which give us the ability to serve Christ and 

others. 

The 2019 offering  envelopes will soon be available in Luther Hall.  

The envelopes are numbered and dated for 2019 so please wait to 

use them until the new year!  Please remember to keep your mem-

bership active a contribution and communion of record in this cal-

endar year or the preceding year is necessary.   

 11/04/2018 11/11/2018 11/18/2018 11/25/2018 Totals  

Synod Benevolence  $    355.80   $    175.00   $    268.75   $    216.90   $  1,016.45  

Glade Run  $      15.00   $      15.00   $      19.50   $      20.00   $       69.50  

Current Fund  $ 2,999.20   $ 1,560.00   $ 3,059.75   $ 1,420.10   $  9,039.05  

Flowers  $      35.00     $      35.00   $      35.00   $     105.00  

Music Fund  $      25.00       $      15.00   $       40.00  

Building Maintenance  $      50.00   $      65.00   $    125.00   $      80.00   $     320.00  

Brick Loan  $      60.00   $    150.00   $      75.00   $      80.00   $     365.00  

Applefest  $        5.00   $    374.00   $    111.00     $     490.00  

Sunday School  $      27.00   $      10.33   $      16.00   $      23.00   $       76.33  

After School Program  $    841.00   $    470.00   $    200.00     $  1,511.00  

EDCO Park   $      10.00         $       10.00  

Food Cupboard    $        5.00   $    366.38   $        5.00   $     376.38  

Campership    $      10.00       $       10.00  

Manna Night    $        7.00   $      60.00     $       67.00  

Turkey Dinner    $ 1,518.00       $  1,518.00  

  $ 4,423.00   $ 4,359.33   $ 4,336.38   $ 1,895.00   $15,013.71  



 

   

f i n a n c i a l  f a c t s   

We have been asked, as a finance team, to help give direction and 

guidance in 2019 regarding our path of financial security.  The above 

chart makes it seem pretty simple…. however, we realize there are 

many factors to consider when giving.  We pray that you will find com-

fort, support, love, healing and whatever it is that you seek here at St. 

Peter’s and with your church family.  Our offerings are received with a 

purpose.  We strive to be good stewards of the funds that we receive 

to not just pay our hard working staff and the utilities necessary to 

keep our doors open.  We also strive to reach out to children and fami-

lies in our community and beyond through the many outreach minis-

tries that we offer.  We are praying for a  happy,  healthy, mission filled 

and financially secure 2019.             

Heidi Beahm (Treasurer)  
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T h o u g h t s  &  P r a y e r s  

John, Summer, Timothy Barron & Family 

Dave Barber (Cancer) 
Rob Boring (Liver Problems-nephew of Joe Ludwik) 

Tom Broeren 

Levi Budisky  

Mary Joe Burd (submitted by Teresa O’Malley) 

Jane Carruth (Colon Cancer - B.Barkley) 

Peggy Christner 

Jim Critchlow 
David English (Lung Cancer) 

Diane Fair 

Joann Finch (submitted by Teresa O’Malley)  

Pat Foringer (ALS)  

David Fulghum 

Glen Galko 

Lori Goodwin 

Glee Hart (Cancer) 
Ginger Helterbran 
Rich Isreal 

Charles Jackson (from:  Karen Ferrari)  

Alma Kincaid (Leukemia – from:  Marsha Reedy)  

Val Kurth (Breast Cancer) 

Mario Limonciello (submitted by Talea Merrison)  

Kim Long (cancer) 

Diane Marburger 

Jim Marburger  

Wayne Meissner (from:  Karen Ferrari)  

Matt Morris 

 

Francis & Oskar Perez (health problems – from  

Talea Merrison)  

Bill Puryear (cancer) 

Carol Smith (Cancer) 

Tammy Dauben Speck  (Breast Cancer)       

Carrie Sphar (cancer – from: Cheryl Thomas) 

Sadie Terek (cystic fibrosis – from:  Kim Morris) 

Garret Thomas (cancer – from:  Kim Morris) 

Cathy Van Dyke (Robin Van Dykes Sister In Law)  

Dave Van Dyke (Cancer) 

Hannah Wahl (Daughter of Rev. Andy Wahl) 

Barb Weimer 

Shirley Weimer (submitted by Vonda Weimer)  

Tracey Weimer (submitted by Vonda Weimer)  

Betty Westerman (Beverly Barkley’s Mother)  

Beverly Williams (colon cancer- submitted by Vonda 

Weimer) 

Terry Williams (surgery)  

Russell Zoelle Sr. (Health Issues)  
 

 
INTERCESSIONS FOR CONSOLATION IN GRIEF 

Members and friends who have entered the Church 
Triumphant in the previous 3 months: 

 

The Family of Kelly Kopera (10-17-18) 

Dorothy Aiken (Kay Burr’s Neighbor 11-2018)  

Margie Kretzler (11-2018) 

 

PRAYERS FOR OUR HOMEBOUND  
Please contact the church office as soon as possible  

to request additions or changes. 
Ethel Burgard  

William Boice 

Leland & Norma Iman 

Agnes Watson  (Passavant– Zelie)  

Mary Belle McMillen  

Betty & Ruth Rasp 

 

 

Please contact the church office as soon as possible 
to request additions or changes 
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J a n u a r y  C a l e n d a r  
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202 Van Buren St. 

Evans City, PA  

16033 

Call us: 724-538-5810 

E-mail us 

stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net 

 

St. Peter’s 

Lutheran 

Church   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many thanks to Luann & Perry Brosius for 

sponsoring the January newsletter. 

S p o n s o r i n g  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r  

God’s Son  

 

 

 

Never Fails 

Website:  http://

www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org/ 

Our Staff: 

 

Pastor Brandon Johns                    

 

Heidi Beahm, Secretary 

 

Marlene Domhoff, 

Organist / Music Director 

 

Joe Ludwik, Sexton 

 
• The Sunday Bulletin Deadline is                     

Wednesdays at 10 am 
 

• Monthly Newsletter Deadline is the 3rd Sunday of 
each month 

 

• Sunday School: 9 am  
• Weekly Worship Services:   

Sundays at 10:15 am 
• Check Our Weekly Calendar of other events.  

Office Hours for Secretary:    
M-F  

9 am—noon 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.cliparthut.com/clip-arts/556/september-clip-art-556545.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.cliparthut.com/sept-word-clipart.html&h=101&w=203&tbnid=49IQhkFArFkfTM:&docid=E1rrhOHXj-2X5M&ei=V-vdVY7hC4O4yQTvwKe4DQ&tbm=isch

