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“God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord.” 1 Corinthians 1:9 

One of the perks of our connection to Thrivent used to be the calendar that 

I would get every year.  I know, not a big deal compared to the thousands of 

dollars we get in mission work through the Action Team cards.  It’s the little 

things sometimes, though.  Not a big deal, as now Christine has bought me 

my third post-free-Thrivent calendar.  After grey and maroon, this year’s is 

orange.  As I flip through the pages and pencil in (actually I use pen and make a mess of things) 

upcoming meetings and events, it occurs to me that doing so, and even having the calendar at 

all, is one of the many common acts of faith that we engage in on a daily basis. 

Planning ahead is based on an assumption that those days with events will come and happen.  

Another word for that assumption is belief.  We believe the sun will rise tomorrow, and many 

more tomorrows after that.  The ways that we respond to that belief are acts of faith.  Setting 

out your clothes the night before, buying the week’s groceries, canning and freezing, doing 

homework are all acts of faith based on a belief about the certainty of tomorrow.  After all, who 

would do their homework if they didn’t believe that tomorrow they would need to turn it in to 

the teacher?  

In addition to these small daily acts of faith, there are likewise aspects of our routines that re-

flect living out our belief in God revealed to us in Jesus Christ.  Prayer is a prime example.  Hope-

fully prayer is a part of your daily activities, even if only at mealtimes.  After all, there is not such 

thing as a little prayer, as they all reflect a belief in the existence of God who listens.  Worship, 

Scripture reading, service, and almsgiving are all example of acts of faith that we will likely exam-

ine in more depth as the year continues. 

Faith follows grace and thanksgiving as the theme words for our community’s life together.  

Maybe you have already begun to discover or rediscover something about faith, which is that it 

is not only an activity of the head but of the heart and body as well.  Often, we equate faith with 

principles that we hold to be true despite a lack of hard evidence.  This is a fundamental facet of 

faith.  However, there is more to this key principle of our Christian lives, which is embodied in 

our words and actions.  Together we will spend the first year of the new decade exploring what 

faith is, what our faith is, God’s faith in us, and how that is foundational for our lives, from small 

details to grand designs. 

From the Pastor:  
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Last year, I wrote in January that I hoped to be able to feature your own reflections and stories of encounters 

with grace.  None were ever submitted, though many were shared verbally with me.  This year, instead of just 

hoping, I will be asking directly for your reflections on faith, what faith has meant and means to you, and how 

this faith community has shaped your faith.  Of course, I will still gladly accept volunteer submissions, but ab-

sent of them, I’ll be asking directly.  Let me know if you’d like to be asked.  Our first faith reflection is from 

Rick Reifenstein (below).  He doesn’t know it until right now, but he did share a reflection on a sermon of 

mine from a couple of months ago, and I have been holding it for just this occasion.  I pray that our shared 

reflections in the upcoming year will nurture and grow your faith.  
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A n n o u n c e m e n t s  &  b i r t h d a y s :  

Interested in a CPR training?  - Adam Price is willing 

to organize a CPR training here at St. Peter’s for anyone 

who is interested on Sun. Jan. 12th following worship.  If 

you are interested in being trained in CPR please see Adam 

or Pastor. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

The members of St. Peter's and friends are invited to 
an open house to celebrate Lucille Wingard's 90th 
birthday.   The open house will be held on Sunday, 
February 9, 2020, from 1:00 - 4:00 pm at the Water-
ing Hole restaurant at Hartman's Summer Resort 
Golf Course in Harmony.  No presents please, your 
presence if the best gift she could receive.  Please 
RSVP to either Luann at 724-355-0841 or Lynette at 
724-316-2881 by February 1, 2020.    

 

The Quilters have spare quilt frames. Talk to Rita if 
you’re interested. 

 

A  special thank you to everyone 
from Glade Run for your many 
Christmas gifts and donations in 
2019.   

January Birthdays                

St. Peter’s Church Family Wishes Many 

Blessings To You!  

 

1 Vera Wahl   26 Barb Brown 

1 Jen Erin   26 Pastor Johns 

3 Todd Wearing  27 Lisa Adomaitis 

4 Chris Merrison Sr.  28 William Wahl 

6 Sean Weber   29 Don Zinkhann 

7 Jacob Vicheck  30 Marie Beaton  

9 Zoey Miller 

13 Chelsea Mars 

13 Aviannah Zink-

hann 

18 Jack Erin 

19 James Banyay 

20 Ruth Roberts 

22 Dan Erin  

24 Carol Green 

24 Shawn Fuller 

If you’re looking to grow your faith but find sched-

uled meeting times too tricky, consider the podcast 

“WeekDay Christian.” Pastor Johns is working with 

Pastors Nathaniel Christman and Angela Smith to 

record podcasts that examine a topic, like prayer, 

and discuss it for about 40 minutes, reflecting on the 

topic in the Bible, our lives, and how it might be a 

part of the regular lives of Christians.  They can be 

found at http://weekdaychristian.buzzsprout.com/ 

Join us for game night on 

Sat. Jan. 19th at 6:30 pm.  

Bring a game, a snack and 

a friend!   

http://weekdaychristian.buzzsprout.com/
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St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 

SOUP SALE 

*Saturday, January 11th* 

 

$8.00 per Quart 

$3.00 Loaf of Bread 

Orders due by Tuesday, January 7th 

*Please make checks payable to W-ELCA  

Name _______________________  Phone _____________ 

Choice of Soup                                Number of Quarts                  x $8.00 

Potato  ____________       _______ 

Stuffed Pepper                  ____________  _______  

Chicken Noodle                  ____________  _______ 

Wedding Soup                   ____________  _______ 

Loaves of Bread                Quantity ________          x $3.00 ______ 

              Total Amount ______ 

 

To place orders return forms to church:  
202 Van Buren St Evans City (mail), 

stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net (email), 
724-538-5810 (phone) 

 
Proceeds to support the brick loan and                                                                                     

the 2021 National Youth Gathering for St. Peter’s Youth 

 

*Soup orders may be picked up  

Saturday, January 11th from 1-2:30 pm  
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C h r i s t m a s  p r o g r a m  
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 A  m u s i c a l  g i f t   

A special thank you to everyone who    

volunteered to bring the Christmas spirit 

to those in our community by Christmas 

caroling.  St. Peter’s friends and family 

sang at Presidents Square before traveling 

to the residences of St. Peter’s members 

to wish them a Merry Christmas.   

Many thanks to  Roberta Domhoff and Marlene 

Domhoff for directing and leading this years 

Christmas Cantata.  The performance was out-

standing and we can’t wait to see what next 

year brings!  Thank you to everyone who partic-

ipated and shared your musical talents and gifts 

with St. Peter’s and residents of Passavant in 

Zelienople.  A special thank you to the bell choir 

for their dedication and blessing all who hear 

their musical gift.  
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From St Peter's Sowers: 

On January 20th the St Peter's Sowers will begin a new project 
to benefit Passavant Care Center residents. We will be making 
clothing protectors. We have received a Thrivent card for fab-
ric in addition to a fabric donation. Now we need the help of 
anyone who wish to join us. And you don't have to be a sew-
er!  

Our project will need people to cut fabric, sew and press. We 
encourage you to join us the third Monday for a really worth project.  

 

 

From WELCA Women: 

New St Peter's Family Cookbook. 

The WELCA Women of St Peter's will be under taking a new fundraiser 
beginning in January.  A family cookbook is planned with St Peter's 
members help. The theme of our cookbook will be our family's recipes. 
We will be asking for your cherished family recipes; your recipes or 
ones you received from family new and old. Think about what you 
might like to have included. Recipe forms and more details  will be 
available in January. 

 

On behalf of Christine, Lily, Anna, and Kate, I 

would like to thank everyone for their generosity 

to our family throughout 2019, but especially for 

the wonderful cards and gifts we received leading 

up to and during the season of Christmas.  With 

invitations to meals, babysitting of our girls, and 

genuine concern for us at a personal level, we 

have felt the warmth of what some call the 

“Christmas spirit” throughout the year.  Now we 

are left feeling all the more blessed for the various 

ways you have extended God’s love to us these 

past weeks.  Thank you again for the gift of you 

and for the Christmas cards and gifts that we     

received this past year.  May God’s love incarnate 

be with you always.    + Pastor 
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 S t .  P e t e r ’ s  G o t  T a l e n t    

Manna night held their annual talent show on Wednesday, December 11th and many children           

participated.  We thank everyone who helped in any way to make this event possible.   
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C h r i s t m a s  H o u s e  T o u r   

Many thanks to Robert Domhoff, Bev & Neal Critchlow, Evans City Public 

Library, Dan & Jen Vicheck, Barb Brown, and Rick & Rita Reifenstein for 

their willingness to welcome church family and friends into their homes  

on Saturday, December 21st.  All who participated enjoyed the scavenger 

hunt and we even crowned winners as part of the fun this year.   
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f i n a n c i a l  f a c t s   

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for January 

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause will support  

Meals on Wheels.  If you would like to support 

this cause, please mark the other line on your 

contribution envelope Meals on Wheels. 

A Financial Update – in an effort to keep everyone informed about our current financial 

situation the reconciled treasurers report of our current fund as of the end of  November 

2019is as  follows:     Current Fund -$8,177.26, Memorial Fund $9,366.15, Youth Fund 

$6,782.74, Manna Fund $3,803.83, Priority Project Fund $14,732.73, After School Pro-

gram $6,904.38.  Many thanks to those who continue to give to these funds which give 

us the ability to serve Christ and others. 

The 2020 offering  envelopes are available in Luther Hall.  Please 

remember to keep your membership active a contribution and 

communion of record in this calendar year or the preceding year is 

necessary.   

November 2019 Income Report 

  

Synod Benevolence  $        858.50  

ELCA Glade Run  $          40.00  

EDCO Park  $        210.00  

Current Fund  $  10,111.23  

Music Fund  $          15.00  

Memorial Fund  $          25.00  

Flowers  $        140.00  

Priority Projects  $    1,631.00  

After School  $    1,340.00  

Brick Loan  $    1,005.00  

Campership  $          10.00  

Manna Night  $          40.00  

Applefest  $          85.00  

Sunday School   $          34.75  

Total   $  15,545.48  

ADVENT LUNCHEON 

 

A special thank you to everyone 

who helped in any way to make the 

advent luncheon special this year.  A 

total of $353 was raised to benefit 

the St. Peter’s youth and their 

attendance at their 2021 National 

Youth Gathering  



 

   

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 
Council Meeting 

December 12
th

, 2019 
 
Present: Luann Brosius, Michael Bettencourt, Barb Brown, Emily Critchlow, Dan Vicheck, Pat Ca-
pella, Pastor Johns, Cheryl Thomas, Matt Otto, Becky Rengers 
 
Absent: Debbie Merrison, Heinie Raupp, Russ Zoelle, Jane Taylor 
 
Guest: Adam Price, Rita Reifenstein, Dan Erin 
 
President Michael Bettencourt called the meeting to order at 7:18PM and Pastor Johns lead us in 
prayers of grace and thanksgiving.  
 
Minutes: Written report submitted. Luann Brosius motioned, 2

nd
 by Dan Vicheck to approve the 

minutes as corrected. Motion carried. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Written report submitted. Becky Rengers motioned to accept report, 2

nd
 by Pat 

Capella. Motion carried. 
 
Financial Secretary’s Report: Written report submitted. 
 
Pastor’s Report: Written report submitted. 
 
Fellowship: No report submitted. 
 
Finance: Written report submitted. Four recommendations put forward by the committee: Monthly 
Benevolent Causes for 2020, Christmas Eve offering designated to Current Fund, Christmas bonus 
to Marge Wearing, streamline newsletter postage & Sunday School funds into Current Fund but still 
track separately.  
 
Dan Vicheck made a motion to accept the first six months of the Monthly Benevolent Causes for 
2020 and table the discussion for the September change in June/July, motion seconded by Emily. 
Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Luann, 2

nd
 by Dan to accept Christmas Eve fund designation, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Luann, 2

nd
 by Pat to accept Christmas Bonus to Marge Wearing, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Cheryl, 2

nd
 by Matt to accept streamlining fund tracking, motion carried. 

   
Learning/Youth/Manna/Afterschool: No meeting.  
   
Memorial: No report submitted. One Thank you note/notification to send out. 
 
Mutual Ministry: No report. 
 
Property: No report. 
 
Music & Worship: Written report submitted.  
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Unfinished Business: Dan Vicheck volunteered to be the Chartered Organization Liaison for Boy Scout 
Troop 399-B. 
 
New Business: 2020 Council Officer election 
Pat nominated Michael Bettencourt continue as President, seconded by Becky. Motion carried. 
Pat nominated Dan Vicheck as Vice President, seconded by Matt. Motion carried. 
Dan nominated Emily Critchlow as Secretary, seconded by Matt. Motion carried. 
 
Council Installation, Sunday January 5th. 
 
Matt Otto motioned, 2nd by Emily Critchlow to adjourn the meeting at 8:11pm. 
Meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Cheryl Thomas 

Pot luck epiphany Luncheon  

Where:  St. Peter’s  

When: January 5, 2020 

Time:  After Worship 

Why:  It’s the great reveal of advent 

friends! 

This month marks the beginning of a new ministry venture and community 

partnership here at St. Peter’s.  Stemming from action taken at November’s 

council meeting, we will be the new charter organization for Boy Scout troop 

and Cub Scout pack 399.  Previously, St. Matthias had served as their charter 

organization, but with that building and worshiping community no longer 

here and because of the troop’s desire to remain tied to their Evans City 

roots, their leadership sought a partnership with our congregation.  Council 

was delighted to expand our reach to youth and the community as long as we 

could make the space work.  After taking a tour of the church, it was decided 

that our upstairs education space would work well, so now you will find our 

St. Peter’s boy scout troop there most Tuesday nights and Cub Scouts there on some Thursdays.  As their 

charter organization, we are not just a place they meet, but the organizational structure on which the 

troops depend to exist, which helps to strengthen our mutual relationship.  In order to say thank you and 

foster this new relationship, the Cub Scout pack will be inviting our children and youth to join them in 

their Pinewood Derby which will be hosted here on February 22nd.  They will even have free cars to hand 

out on Scout Sunday (Jan. 26th) and we will likely find a night in January for a congregational pinewood 

derby car work night.  If you have any questions about or ideas for this partnership, please talk to Dan   

Vicheck, whom we thank for stepping into the role of charter organization representative. 
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T h o u g h t s  &  P r a y e r s  

Kitty Aul 

John, Summer, Timothy Barron & Family 

Dave Barber (Cancer) 
Pat Barnhart   

Sharla Barron (Knee Surgery)  
John & Helen Bird 
Rob Boring (Liver Problems-nephew of Joe Ludwik) 

Tom Broeren 

Levi Budisky  

Arlene Cameron (sister of E. Budisky) 

Jane Carruth (Colon Cancer - B.Barkley) 

Helen Couvert (Liver Cancer)  
Jim Critchlow 
David English (Lung Cancer) 

Diane Fair 

Joann Finch (submitted by Teresa O’Malley)  

Pat Foringer (ALS)  

David Fulghum 

Edward & Beryl Gilliland   

Lori Goodwin 

Willy Helterbran 

Bob Holden (Cancer – submitted by R. RobertsRich 

Isreal 

Charles Jackson (from:  Karen Ferrari)  

Marylee Jones 

Carol Kerr 

Alma Kincaid (Leukemia – from:  Marsha Reedy)  

Val Kurth (Breast Cancer) 

Mario Limonciello (submitted by Talea Merrison)  

Kim Long (cancer) 

Todd Manuel (Blood Disease)  

Diane Marburger 

Wayne Meissner (from:  Karen Ferrari)  

Matt & Kim  Morris 

Francis & Oskar Perez (health problems – from Talea 

Merrison)  

Erin Price 

Bill Puryear (cancer) 

Harold & Barb Rader 

Rege & Becky Rengers  

Carol Smith (Cancer) 

Tammy Dauben Speck  (Breast Cancer)       

Carrie Sphar (cancer – from: Cheryl Thomas) 

Sadie Terek (cystic fibrosis – from:  Kim Morris) 

Garret Thomas (cancer – from:  Kim Morris) 

Cathy Van Dyke (Robin Van Dykes Sister In Law)  

Dave Van Dyke (Cancer) 

Shirley Weimer (submitted by Vonda Weimer)  

Tracey Weimer (submitted by Vonda Weimer)  

Todd Manuel (Blood Disease)  

Betty Westerman (Beverly Barkley’s Mother)  

Beverly Williams (colon cancer- submitted by Vonda 

Weimer) 

John & Kay Yuengert (submitted by Karen Ferrari)  

Russell Zoelle Sr. (Health Issues)  
 

Members and friends who have entered the Church 

PRAYERS FOR OUR HOMEBOUND                                       
Please contact the church office as soon as possible  

to request additions or changes. 
William Boice 

Norma Iman 

Agnes Watson  

Mary Belle McMillen  

Ruth Rasp  

Mary Kay Hill 

INTERCESSIONS FOR CONSOLATION IN GRIEF 
 

The Family of Leland Iman (11-4-19) 

 
Please contact the church of-
fice as soon as possible to re-
quest additions or changes 
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J a n u a r y  C a l e n d a r  
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202 Van Buren St. 

Evans City, PA  

16033 

Call us: 724-538-5810 

E-mail us 

stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net 

 

St. Peter’s 

Lutheran 

Church   

 

 

 

 

 

Many thanks to Roberta Domhoff for sponsoring the 

January newsletter 

in celebration of Shawn’s 51st birthday (Jan.  24th)  

S p o n s o r i n g  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r  

God’s Son  

 

 

 

Never Fails 

Website:  http://

www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org/ 

Our Staff: 

 

Pastor Brandon Johns                    

 

Heidi Beahm, Secretary 

 

Marlene Domhoff, 

Organist / Music Director 

 

Joe Ludwik, Sexton 

 
• The Sunday Bulletin Deadline is                     

Wednesdays at 10 am 
 

• Monthly Newsletter Deadline is the 3rd Sunday of 
each month 

 
• Sunday School: 9 am  

• Weekly Worship Services:   
Sundays at 10:15 am 

• Check Our Weekly Calendar of other events.  
Office Hours for Secretary:    

M-F  
9 am—noon 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.cliparthut.com/clip-arts/556/september-clip-art-556545.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.cliparthut.com/sept-word-clipart.html&h=101&w=203&tbnid=49IQhkFArFkfTM:&docid=E1rrhOHXj-2X5M&ei=V-vdVY7hC4O4yQTvwKe4DQ&tbm=isch

