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“He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. He is 

the head of the body, the church…” Colossians 1:17-18a 

I have been late enough times to enough things, that I have had copious 

opportunities to hear the sarcastic greeting, “Nice of you to grace us with 

your presence.”  I mostly deserve the jabs I get over not being better 

about punctuality, but I’m not a fan of being jabbed in this way, not that I have anyone or 

instance in mind just so you know.  Besides the problem I have with sarcasm in general 

and the way it often is used to poison communication and relationships, this particular 

usage dilutes the power of presence and the real grace that is experienced through it. 

One of the ways that we think about grace is the blessings of God that we experience in 

our daily lives.  Sometimes awareness of those blessings comes in flashes of revelation as 

though the veil of heaven was pulled back for our eyes to see.  More often we come to 

understand God conveying blessing through the company of other people in our lives.  

This is the grace of presence.  Let me share a couple examples with you. 

Recently my Anna and I dropped in on Harold Schoeffel.  We sat talking about baseball, 

what Anna had been up to recently, and his service in the war.  Sometimes I would have 

to translate for Anna what he meant, and other times I had to translate for Harold what 

Anna said if she spoke too quickly.  We had brought communion and would soon share 

that too.  Those moments are grace moments sharing in one another’s presence.  How-

ever, this isn’t a story about the grace we brought to Harold, but rather the grace we re-

ceived by being there.   

Before I got to opening up my travel communion set, Harold opened up a box of his own.  

It had dark chocolate pieces in it.  Anna was excited to receive this gift of our host.  Next, 

Harold asked if we would like a Pepsi.  We don’t drink much pop in our house, and again, 

Anna jumped on this offer for a double portion of sweet treat.  So, Harold pulled himself 

up, and we all went to the kitchen where he distributed cans of Pepsi for each of us.  

Sinking back into our seats, there was Anna beside me, half eaten chocolate in one hand 

and sipping Pepsi through a straw out of the other.   
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Now, chocolate and pop won’t ever replace bread and wine as the communion elements, but I am 

convinced that Jesus was conveyed to Anna through them.  The butcher’s dog smile on her face was 

mostly about knowing she had beat the sugar limit system she normally had to follow, but part of it 

was the love she felt from Harold through those treats.  That moment, that sacred space of grace, 

was possible because two people, 93 years apart in age, shared a time and place together. 

Another example comes straight from the reporting of one of our recent Confirmands.  I had them 

write a brief essay about what they learned in their two years.  Here is a quote from the essay of my 

second favorite Anna: 

I remember someone saying, during one of our Lent discussions, that it made them happy to 

see babies or really anyone baptized.  This really touched me, because I know that when I was 

baptized there were people who were excited for me, they were excited that I would be 

brought up believing in Jesus Christ.  For some reason that makes me feel more at home with 

my church family, because I know that they will be there if I have questions or if I need help. 

This quote illustrates the grace of presence in a couple of important ways. 

First, because Anna and this other adult were in the same space participating in a discussion about 

God and faith, she was able to learn more deeply what a gift baptism is.  At the time, I’m sure the 

adult had no idea that showing up and sharing would touch another person so powerfully, but that 

reveals even more clearly how God uses us, whether we realize it or not, to deliver blessings for each 

other.  It also reiterates the importance of continuing to show up and share, because even when we 

don’t think we are vessels of God’s grace or will be, God uses us that way.   

Since Anna and others were present together on a Thursday night in March, the grace of God was 

shared.  Also, one of the gifts of baptism is inclusion in the Body of Christ.  Anna highlights awareness 

of this promised blessing say that she feels more at home with her church family, knowing that we’ll 

be there for her.  Being there for one another is one of the best simple explanations of the grace of 

presence that is possible.  We show up for one another, and in this way God’s blessings are embod-

ied for each other.  We show up, in worship, at beaches and bedsides, at homes and hospitals, at fu-

nerals and fellowship events, all so that the grace of God may be more powerfully revealed to the 

people around us and more deeply experienced by our own selves.  Thank you for your grace of 

presence in these and many more ways. 

Grace  
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On Sunday, June  9th St. Peter’s wel-

comed (Left to right in photo above)  

Paul Volz, Nathan Anthony, Alyssa 

Barnhart and Anna Plank as our new-

est confirmed members of St. Peter’s.  

Led by Pastor Johns these confirma-

tion students studied and shared 

their journey of faith together.  We 

pray for their future and their service 

to their church family and beyond our 

doors  for many years to come.   

Congratulations to our 2019 High School Graduates 

Troy Anthony and Nick Vicheck!  We are proud of your 

achieves and pray for your future.   

 

2019 Bible Bowl  

Many thanks to everyone who partici-

pated and helped in any way to make 

our first ever St. Peter’s Bible Bowl fun 

for all who participated and watched.  

The study was based on Luke and the 

youth and adults had a great time 

learning and sharing which ended in a 

tie with both teams sharing victory.  
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A n n o u n c e m e n t s  &  b i r t h d a y s :  

 

St. Peters Quilters – meet every Thursday 
for a “working” bible study beginning at 9 
am and quilting until noon.  The second 
Thursday of the month is a stay for the day 
quilting from 9 am – 3 pm, pot luck lunch is 
shared by the group.   

Sowers meet the 3rd Monday of the month 
at 7 pm.   

Volunteers needed this summer
- The Senior choir takes a break 
during the summer months so 
we are in need of others to share 
their talents with St. Peter’s.  
Please speak to Marlene 
Domhoff as soon as possible if 
you are willing to share your musical talent with 
your church family and friends this summer.  

Meals On Wheels– your help is needed to provid-
ed fruit and desserts again for this annual project 
made possible from volunteers.  St. Peter’s has 
elected to provided fruit and dessert for 42 meals 
from July 15th—August 2nd.  Delivery of items is 
from 7-9 am.  There is a need for 12 diabetic and 
30 regular desserts and fruits each day.  Please see 
Teresa O’Malley if you are willing to help with this 
ministry.    

 

 

July Birthdays                

St. Peter’s Church Family Wishes Many 

Blessings To You!  

1 Trista Weir 

1 Megan Myers 

3 Sheli Grosick  30 Kierstin Beahm 

5 Pat Capella  30 Tyler Barron 

5 Garrie Wearing  31 Melody Beaton 

11 Angie Banyay 

15 Davin Beahm Sr. 

16 Marlene Domhoff 

16 Marcia Marburger 

18 Heidi Beahm 

23 Troy Barkley 

24 Anna Plank 

25 Charleen Lippencott 

25 Alyssa Barnhart 

26 Lori Geisler 

29 Christi Barnhart 

29 Owen Price 

30 Eilene Budisky 

 

Summer Reading Program – Starting Sunday,  July 14th we will start a group read-

ing program based on “What’s So Amazing About Grace?” by Philip Yancy.    If you 

would like to preview the book please see Pastor Johns.  The book features the focus 

set before us this year by Pastor Johns and helps us to answer the question, what is 

so amazing about Grace?  The plan is to have a book study group meet from 9-10 am 

for about 5 weeks.   
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WELCA SCHOOL KITS 

Collection will begin now and continue through 

mid September.  A bin will be located in the back 

of the church with a list of items needed for each 

kit.  Please consider donating the following items 

to help make much needed school kits: 

4– 70 sheet spiral notebooks (8 1/2 x11) 

1 ruler (inches on one side cm on the other side) 

1 pencil sharpener, 1 BLUNT end scissors, 1 eraser 

(2 1/2 “ long) 

5 unsharpened pencils with erasers 

5 ballpoint pens black or 

blue ink  (no gel pens) 

1 box of 24 Crayola crayons 

If you want to give a mone-

tary donation instead of 

items please give it to Nancy 

Zattiero or turn it into the 

 
Volunteers Needed- to help cut the 

grass at St. Peter’s this coming summer.  

The church owns a riding tractor and a 

new push mower was recently donated 

as well.  Grass cutting includes:  mow-

ing, weed whacking, and blowing off or 

sweeping the sidewalks.  Sign up in Lu-

ther Hall today to volunteer.  Preferred 

days are Friday or Saturday but a few 

days either way would still work.  WE 

NEED YOUR HELP! 

2019 St. Peter’s Mission Trip 

  On Sunday, July 14th St. Peter’s youth and 

adults will depart for a mission trip to Ocean City, 

Maryland.  We will return on Thursday, July 18th.  

While we are there, we will stay at Son and Sand 

Retreat Center operated by St. Peter’s Lutheran 

church in Ocean City and serve children with can-

cer,  help with meals for those in need, and work 

with an abuse shelter.   

How can you help?  We will be volunteering at a 

retreat for children with cancer and they are in 

need of a few things.  We are collecting:  sun-

screen, unused beach towels and beach toys, 

and gift cards (McDonald’s, Domino’s Pizza, or 

Pizza Hut).  The gift cards are given to the fami-

lies who attend the retreat as part of a care pack-

age gift while staying at the retreat.  Place dona-

tions in the donation box located in Luther Hall.   

 

Another way to help— the Plank girls are making 

baked goods and craft items in an effort to send 

money along for the cancer retreat as well.   If 

you would like to purchase any of their items July 

7th or 14th after worship we will take all dona-

tions and give them directly to the center.  All 

cash donations will be taken with us to show our 

support for their program.   
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The kids enjoyed  many aspects of 

Vacation Bible School that St. Pe-

ter’s was blessed to host in June.  

Many thanks to all of the efforts 

that made VBS possible this year.  

Praise in the Park night was partic-

ularly  fun for the kids, even in the 

rain.  A special thank you to our 

teen volunteers who dedicated 

their time to making VBS so special 

for everyone who participated.   

V a c a t i o n  B i b l e  S c h o o l   
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V a c a t i o n  B i b l e  S c h o o l  

This year the kids got the opportunity to walk on 

“water”!  We had a great time and thanks to the 

many hands (literally) that were needed to keep 

our liquid useable so the kids got to experience 

walking on water, or sinking as in our bible lesson.   
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F i n a n c i a l  F a c t s   

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for July  

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for June will 

support Evans City Public Library.  If you 

would like to support this cause, please 

mark the other line on your contribution  

envelope                             

EC Library. 

A Financial Update – in an effort to keep everyone informed about our current finan-

cial situation the reconciled treasurers report of our current fund as of the end of May 

2019 is as  follows:     Current Fund -$7,683.80, Memorial Fund $8,216.15, Youth Fund 

$7,766.01, Manna Fund $2,989.30, Priority Project Fund $8,902.01.  Many thanks to 

those who continue to give to these funds which give us the ability to serve Christ and 

others. 

If you have Thrivent Choice Dollars and you have not appointed 

them for 2019 it is time to do so.  Choice Dollars need to be re-

newed once a year.  St. Peter’s has been the grateful recipients 

of Choice Dollars from Thrivent members for several years.  We 

thank all Thrivent members who choose St. Peter’s to benefit fi-

nancially from their designation at no cost to them!  
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T i t h e . l y  g i v i n g :  

Do to an increasing number of people asking about the option to donate electronically to St. Pe-

ter’s the finance committee researched various forms of electronic giving.  We are excited that 

council approved the committee to introduce TITHE.LY to those who are interested in giving in 

this way.  There is an app that you can download, sign up, and start giving.  Here is how it works:   

· Once you download the app you will follow a few simple steps to set up an account.  When 

you open the app each time it will ask you to provide your pin number for the account.   

· The first time you log in it will ask you to “Find a church” and you will type in St. Peter’s Luther-

an Church.  It will bring up our account and you can select the “Give Now” option.  The mini-

mum amount to donate is $5.00.   

· Then you can select the fund that you wish to give to (ex:  Current Fund, Building Fund, etc.)  

· Next you will have a payment option (credit/debit/bank account).    Finally, you will be asked if 

you would like to cover the card processing fee.  The fee is .25 cents per transaction and 2.4%.  

If you do not select that you would like to cover the card processing fee  the fee will be with-

held from your donation and St. Peter’s will receive the balance.   

· Finally you have the option to setup automated giving (choosing frequency and day to give). 

· Your donation will continue to be tracked  by our financial secretary and will appear on your 

end of year statement as it always has.  

While we realize that not everyone will want to give in this way we hope that those who have 

asked will take advantage of the new opportunity to give, even when they are on the go,                 

electronically  to St. Peter’s.   If you have any questions please call the church office 

724.538.5810 or email us at stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net    



 

   

T h o u g h t s  &  P r a y e r s  

John, Summer, Timothy Barron & Family 

Dave Barber (Cancer) 
Sharla Barron (Knee Surgery)  
Rob Boring (Liver Problems-nephew of Joe Ludwik) 

Tom Broeren 

Eilene Budisky (Foot Surgery)  

Levi Budisky  

Jane Carruth (Colon Cancer - B.Barkley) 

Peggy Christner 

Helen Couvert (Liver Cancer)  
Jim Critchlow 
David English (Lung Cancer) 

Diane Fair 

Joann Finch (submitted by Teresa O’Malley)  

Pat Foringer (ALS)  

David Fulghum 

Lori Goodwin 

Rich Isreal 

Charles Jackson (from:  Karen Ferrari)  

Carol Kerr 

Alma Kincaid (Leukemia – from:  Marsha Reedy)  

Val Kurth (Breast Cancer) 

Mario Limonciello (submitted by Talea Merrison)  

Kim Long (cancer) 

Todd Manuel (Blood Disease)  

Diane Marburger 

Jim Marburger  

Wayne Meissner (from:  Karen Ferrari)  

Matt Morris 

Francis & Oskar Perez (health problems – from Talea 

Merrison)  

Erin Price 

Bill Puryear (cancer) 

Rege & Becky Rengers  

Carol Smith (Cancer) 

Tammy Dauben Speck  (Breast Cancer)       

Carrie Sphar (cancer – from: Cheryl Thomas) 

Sadie Terek (cystic fibrosis – from:  Kim Morris) 

Garret Thomas (cancer – from:  Kim Morris) 

Cathy Van Dyke (Robin Van Dykes Sister In Law)  

Dave Van Dyke (Cancer) 

Shirley Weimer (submitted by Vonda Weimer)  

Tracey Weimer (submitted by Vonda Weimer)  

Betty Westerman (Beverly Barkley’s Mother)  

Beverly Williams (colon cancer- submitted by Vonda 

Weimer) 

Terry Williams (surgery)  

Russell Zoelle Sr. (Health Issues)  

 

INTERCESSIONS FOR CONSOLATION IN GRIEF 

Members and friends who have entered the 

Church Triumphant in the previous 3 months: 
 

The Family of Mary Joe Burd  

PRAYERS FOR OUR HOMEBOUND  
Please contact the church office as soon as possible  

to request additions or changes. 
Ethel Burgard  

William Boice 

Leland & Norma Iman 

Agnes Watson  

Mary Belle McMillen  

Ruth Rasp  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please contact the church office as soon as 

possible to request additions or changes 
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J u n e  C o u n c i l  M i n u t e s — U n a p p r o v e d  

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 
Council Meeting 

June 11, 2019 
 

Present: Michael Bettencourt, Barb Brown, Pastor Johns, Emily Critchlow, , Matt Otto, Russ Zoelle, Cheryl Thom-
as, Pat Capella, Luann Brosius, Dan Vicheck 
 

Absent: Heinie Raupp, Debbie Merrison, Becky Rengers 
Guest: Heidi Beahm  
 

President Michael Bettencourt called the meeting to order at 7:10PM and Pastor Johns led us in prayers of grace 
and thanksgiving.  
 

Minutes: Written report submitted. Note: Marge is using her services to help us but she is being compensated. 
Luann motioned, Russ 2nd to accept May 14th meeting minutes as amended – motion carried. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: Written report submitted by Heidi Beahm. There continues to an increase in giving to the 
Current Fund and the deficit has shrunk to (7683.80). Heidi has approximately $3000 extra to send toward the 
Brick Loan principal balance. Pat motioned to accept report, 2nd by Matt - motion carried. 
 

Financial Secretary’s Report: Written report submitted. 
 

Pastor’s Report: Written report submitted. 
 

Fellowship: No submitted report, next meeting in August. 
 

Finance: Written report submitted.  
 

Learning/Youth/Manna/Afterschool: No meeting. Bible Bowl was held on June 2nd and enjoyed by all, ended in 
a tie. VBS starts on June 17th.    
 

Memorial: No report 
 

Mutual Ministry:No report 
 

Property: Written report submitted. Lawn mower was repaired by Heinie and is now running well. Picnic shelter 
needs repair due to tree damage, will repair it ourselves. Sidewalk on Van Buren street needs redone and is 
much worse due to storm damage. Approximate cost to repair will be between $3000 to $4000 (repair area is 
125’ by 4’6”). Work will be done by volunteers. Motioned made by Dan Vicheck to do the sidewalk repair as out-
lined above ASAP funded through Priority Projects. 2nd by Matt Otto, motion carried. 
 

Music & Worship: Written report submitted for April and May. 
 

No Council Meeting in July  
 

Dan motioned, 2nd by Emily to adjourn the meeting at 8:10. 
Meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Cheryl Thomas 
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J u l y  C a l e n d a r  
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202 Van Buren St. 

Evans City, PA  

Call us: 724-538-5810 

E-mail us 

stpeterslcec@zoominternet.

net 

St. Peter’s Lutheran 

Church   

Luann & Perry Brosius 

 

 

 

 

To The Glory of God 

 

S p o n s o r i n g  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r  

God’s Son  

 

 

 

Website:  http://

www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org/ 

Our Staff: 

 

Pastor Brandon Johns                    

 

Heidi Beahm, Secretary 

 

Marlene Domhoff, 

Organist / Music Director 

 

Joe Ludwik, Sexton 

 

 

• The Sunday Bulletin Deadline is                     

Wednesdays at 10 am 
 

• Monthly Newsletter Deadline is the 3rd Sunday 

of each month 
 

• Sunday School: 9 am  

• Weekly Worship Services:   

Sundays at 10:15 am 

• Check Our Weekly Calendar of other events.  

Summer Office Hours for Secretary:    

M-W-F  

9 am—noon 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.cliparthut.com/clip-arts/556/september-clip-art-556545.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.cliparthut.com/sept-word-clipart.html&h=101&w=203&tbnid=49IQhkFArFkfTM:&docid=E1rrhOHXj-2X5M&ei=V-vdVY7hC4O4yQTvwKe4DQ&tbm=isch

