From the Pastor:

With the school year rapidly coming to a close, it’s time to turn in any outstanding homework assignments and make up any tests that were missed. Squeezing out a few extra points can make or break bumping up a letter grade sometimes. Of course, being able to turn homework in late and still get points is up to each teacher’s
discretion, because they don’t have to extend the deadline. Instead, it is a matter of grace. Outside of school, grace periods are also available when paying some bills and loans.
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“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be like those who are waiting for their
master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as
soon as he comes and knocks.” Luke 12:35-36

Grace periods might be the way grace is best known to people who haven’t heard about it as it
relates to God and our faith. It’s a good start for beginning to understand the power of grace.
Banks or businesses could start collecting extra interest or levy fines, but instead have a policy of
allowing money to be late without penalty. Without any extra maneuvering on our part, they
withhold punishment for our failures. Same goes for teachers who take late assignments. This is
grace. Of course, the illustration breaks down, because we still have to pay and eventually the
grace period runs out. God took care of any penalty our sin might incur and God’s grace never
expires.
There’s another catch to grace periods. Sometimes they enable our shortcomings of time management rather than help us deal with a mistake. For me, the pressure of a deadline ensures I
get my work done. Almost every Sunday, I preach at about 10:30 in the morning, so the sermon
better be ready by then. In my first year of seminary, one of my professors had no such deadlines for assignments. His policy was that the whole semester was a grace period. In fact, we
could email him our papers after the semester was over, as long as we got them to him a couple
of days before grades had to be submitted. You might be able to guess where this is going.
We got an assignment in September to write a short paper on the early Christian work “The Didache.” It was due a week later, but not really. So I did other things. Right into December, I kept
doing other things. I went home for Christmas break, but still no Didache paper submitted.
After milking that grace period for all it was worth, I finally sat down, wrote, and submitted that
paper on the very last day possible. This was foolish of course. I let the stress of that short paper hang over me for months and disturb my vacation time, just because I had the freedom to be
that dumb.
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God gives us grace periods too; we call them life. Each and every day is a gift that we aren’t promised to have and didn’t earn. We maybe just didn’t mess it up badly enough the day before. Jesus
warns us against the foolishness of having a Didache paper relationship with God. Life is a grace period because each day is a gift, but also because it is time that we have been given to step into the
fullness of the reality of grace that God has given us. God has put aside our sin so that we can benefit from the fullness of a loving relationship here and now, each and every day. Living into that relationship means prioritizing God and God’s will for us, as a loving response to the grace and love God
has given us.
Loving God with all our heart, mind, soul, and strength and our neighbors as ourselves is a difficult
challenge. So some people do other things. Day after day, month after month, year after year, we
often take advantage of the grace period God extends to us. We prioritize other things and figure
we’ll get back to God when other things quiet down. That’s the Didache paper approach to the divine life that God offers us to experience now. On the surface, it appears to save us struggle and
hardship, but forfeiting a fuller experience of God and the richness that brings to life outweighs
whatever benefit we believe to gain in milking the grace period. Likewise, Jesus reminds us that
since each day is unmerited grace, we never know when our days and this version of grace period
will come to a close.
Accordingly, we give thanks for each day, the grace that it is and the graces of God that are to be
found in it. Maybe we’ll have decades of days to open our hearts to God’s will for us, maybe not.
Ultimately there’s more than the unknown duration of life that drives us into relationship with God,
right now. Life is most richly lived and experienced in this way, because life in harmony with God
and neighbor is who we were created to be. We do not have to wait for the grace period that knows
no end. God has given us the gift of being able to experience it now, today. Don’t make the dumb
mistake of waiting for the deadline.
2019 St. Peter’s Mission Trip
On Sunday, July 14th St. Peter’s youth and adults will depart
for a mission trip to Ocean City, Maryland. We will return on
Thursday, July 18th. While we are there, we will stay at Son
and Sand Retreat Center operated by St. Peter’s Lutheran
church there and serve children with cancer, help with meals
for those in need, and work with an abuse shelter. In addition
to service work, we will also visit the beach, boardwalk, and
take advantage of other free community events. There are ten
spots open to join us for this trip. The cost for attending for
those who aren’t teens or parent volunteers is $100, which covers the cost of the room and shared food costs. Those spots
will be first come first serve, so talk to Pastor as soon as you
know that you want to join the trip.
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Announcements & Birthdays:

June Birthdays
St. Peters Quilters – meet every Thursday
for a “working” bible study beginning at 9
am and quilting until noon. The second

St. Peter’s Church Family Wishes Many
Blessings To You!
1 Colleen Prenovitz

Sowers meet the 3rd Monday of the month
at 7 pm.

4 Alex Humes
5 Pat Wagoner
6 Cora Plank

Volunteers needed this summerThe Senior choir takes a break
during the summer months so
we are in need of others to share
their talents with St. Peter’s.
Please speak to Marlene
Domhoff as soon as possible if
you are willing to share your musical talent with
your church family and friends this summer.

8 Harold Schoeffel
9 Heinie Raupp
10 Casey Anthony
12 Pam Volz
14 Scott Grosick
16 Helen Barto
16 Jen Vicheck
17 Baylee McCombs

St. Peter’s Pot Luck Picnic – will be held on Sunday, June 23rd immediately following our worship
service. Please bring a dish to share along with
your favorite lawn or table game, and a friend or
two! A grill will be available if you would like to do
some grilling.

19 Emma Plank
22 Patti Flach
23 Bill Painter III
23 Troy Anthony
29 Jim Merrison
29 Penelope Erin

The W/ELCA General Meeting
Will be held Tuesday June 4, 2018 at 6:30pm
the Picnic Shelter. Please bring a dish to share,
and a sweater in case it is cool!
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St. Peter’s welcomed Peyton

Attention 2019 Graduates:

Debra Weber into our church

St. Peter’s will honor all graduates on Sunday, June 2nd.
Congratulations to all of our St.
Peter’s Graduates! (Nick Vicheck,
Troy Anthony, Madison Ainsworth & Andrew Lingenfelter)

family through baptism on
Sunday, May 19
Proud Parents:
Katie & Sean Weber
Proud Brother: Leo Weber

We wish you many
blessings for a wonderful future.

Summer Reading Program – Starting Sunday, July 14th we will start a
group reading program based on “What’s So Amazing About Grace?” by
Philip Yancy. If you would like to preview the book please see Pastor
Johns. The book features the focus set before us this year by Pastor
Johns and helps us to answer the question, what is so amazing about
Grace? The plan is to have a book study group meet from 9-10 am for
about 5 weeks.
“

Many thanks to everyone who has
helped in any way to prepare for this
years vacation bible school.

4

Sunday School Wrap Up
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Financial Facts

A Financial Update – in an effort to keep everyone informed about our current financial situation the reconciled treasurers report of our current fund as of the end of April
2019 is as follows: Current Fund -$10,085.46, Memorial Fund $8,216.15, Youth
Fund $9,501.01, Manna Fund $2,989.30, Priority Project Fund $8,902.01, After School
Program $12,758.99. Many thanks to those who continue to give to these funds which
give us the ability to serve Christ and others.

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for June

BRICK RESTORATION LOAN

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for June will
support Evans City Fire Dept. If you would like
to support this cause,
please mark the other
line on your contribution envelope EC Fire
Dept.

It is exciting to report that we are making
progress to repay our loan for our restoration
project that began in July 2017. While we are super
excited about all of the donations we encourage you to
keep up the good work! Please remember to give as
you can to support this project.

If you have Thrivent Choice Dollars and you have not appointed
them for 2019 it is time to do so. Choice Dollars need to be renewed once a year. St. Peter’s has been the grateful recipients of
Choice Dollars from Thrivent members for several years. We thank
all Thrivent members who choose St. Peter’s to benefit financially
from their designation at no cost to them!
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Many thanks to Troy Anthony and
his team of many helpers for making and donating bat boxes for his
Eagle Scout project. Hopefully the
bats like their new home! The boxes are located on the hill overlooking the lower parking lot.
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Tithe.ly giving:

Do to an increasing number of people asking about the option to donate electronically to St. Peter’s the finance committee researched various forms of electronic giving. We are excited that
council approved the committee to introduce TITHE.LY to those who are interested in giving in
this way. There is an app that you can download, sign up, and start giving. Here is how it works:
·

Once you download the app you will follow a few simple steps to set up an account. When
you open the app each time it will ask you to provide your pin number for the account.

·

The first time you log in it will ask you to “Find a church” and you will type in St. Peter’s Lutheran Church. It will bring up our account and you can select the “Give Now” option. The minimum amount to donate is $5.00.

·

Then you can select the fund that you wish to give to (ex: Current Fund, Building Fund, etc.)

·

Next you will have a payment option (credit/debit/bank account). Finally, you will be asked if
you would like to cover the card processing fee. The fee is .25 cents per transaction and 2.4%.
If you do not select that you would like to cover the card processing fee the fee will be withheld from your donation and St. Peter’s will receive the balance.

·

Finally you have the option to setup automated giving (choosing frequency and day to give).

·

Your donation will continue to be tracked by our financial secretary and will appear on your
end of year statement as it always has.
While we realize that not everyone will want to give in this way we hope that those who have
asked will take advantage of the new opportunity to give, even when they are on the go,
electronically to St. Peter’s. If you have any questions please call the church office
724.538.5810 or email us at stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net
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Thoughts & Prayers
John, Summer, Timothy Barron & Family
Dave Barber (Cancer)
Sharla Barron (Knee Surgery)
Rob Boring (Liver Problems-nephew of Joe Ludwik)
Tom Broeren
Eilene Budisky (Foot Surgery)
Levi Budisky
Jane Carruth (Colon Cancer - B.Barkley)
Peggy Christner
Helen Couvert (Liver Cancer)
Jim Critchlow
David English (Lung Cancer)
Diane Fair
Joann Finch (submitted by Teresa O’Malley)
Pat Foringer (ALS)
David Fulghum
Lori Goodwin
Rich Isreal
Charles Jackson (from: Karen Ferrari)
Carol Kerr
Alma Kincaid (Leukemia – from: Marsha Reedy)
Val Kurth (Breast Cancer)
Mario Limonciello (submitted by Talea Merrison)
Kim Long (cancer)
Todd Manuel (Blood Disease)
Diane Marburger
Jim Marburger
Wayne Meissner (from: Karen Ferrari)
Matt Morris

Francis & Oskar Perez (health problems – from Talea
Merrison)
Erin Price
Bill Puryear (cancer)
Rege & Becky Rengers
Carol Smith (Cancer)
Tammy Dauben Speck (Breast Cancer)
Carrie Sphar (cancer – from: Cheryl Thomas)
Sadie Terek (cystic fibrosis – from: Kim Morris)
Garret Thomas (cancer – from: Kim Morris)
Cathy Van Dyke (Robin Van Dykes Sister In Law)
Dave Van Dyke (Cancer)
Shirley Weimer (submitted by Vonda Weimer)
Tracey Weimer (submitted by Vonda Weimer)
Betty Westerman (Beverly Barkley’s Mother)
Beverly Williams (colon cancer- submitted by Vonda
Weimer)
Terry Williams (surgery)
Russell Zoelle Sr. (Health Issues)
INTERCESSIONS FOR CONSOLATION IN GRIEF
Members and friends who have entered the Church
Triumphant in the previous 3 months:
Ginger Helterbran (3-6-19)
Glee Hart
Bill Hamelton
Charlie Fulghum
Stella Neely (3-24-19)
The Family of Mary Joe Burd

PRAYERS FOR OUR HOMEBOUND
Please contact the church office as soon as possible
to request additions or changes.
Ethel Burgard
William Boice
Leland & Norma Iman
Agnes Watson
Mary Belle McMillen
Ruth Rasp

Please contact the church
office as soon as possible
to request additions or
changes

Volunteers Needed- to help cut the grass at St. Peter’s this
coming summer. The church owns a riding tractor and a
new push mower was recently donated as well. Grass
cutting includes: mowing, weed whacking, and blowing off
or sweeping the sidewalks. Sign up in Luther Hall today to
volunteer. Preferred days are Friday or Saturday but a few
days either way would still work. WE NEED YOUR HELP!

WELCA SCHOOL KITS
Collection will begin now and continue
through mid September. A bin will be located
in the back of the church with a list of items
needed for each kit. Please consider donating
the following items to help make much needed
school kits:

4– 70 sheet spiral notebooks (8 1/2 x11)
1 ruler (inches on one side cm on the other
side)
1 pencil sharpener, 1 BLUNT
end scissors, 1 eraser (2 1/2 “
long)
5 unsharpened pencils with
erasers
5 ballpoint pens black or blue
ink (no gel pens)
1 box of 24 Crayola crayons
If you want to give a monetary donation instead of items please give it to Nancy Zattiero
or turn it into the church office marked School
Kits.
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Lutheran Day At Kennywood
Tuesday, July 23
11:30 am Welcome & Prayer
Tickets $25 each
If you would like to order your
tickets please provide the
church office with the number
of tickets needed and a check
payable to St. Peter’s for the full
amount by June 23rd.
Tickets WILL NOT be ordered
without payment.

May Council Minutes—Unapproved

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church
Council Meeting
May 14, 2019
Present: Michael Bettencourt, Barb Brown, Heinie Raupp, Dan Vicheck, Pastor Johns, Emily Critchlow, Debbie Merrison, Matt Otto, Becky Rengers, Luann Brosius, Russ Zoelle
Absent: Cheryl Thomas, Pat Capella
Guest: Heidi Beahm,
President Michael Bettencourt called the meeting to order at 7:12PM and Pastor Johns led us in prayers of
grace and thanksgiving.
Minutes: Written reports submitted. Dan motioned, Matt 2nd to accept April 9th meeting minutes – motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report: Written report submitted by Heidi Beahm. There has been an increase in giving to the
Current Fund and the deficit has shrunk to (10,085.46). Russ motioned to accept report, 2nd by Dan - motion
carried.
Pastor’s Report: Written report submitted.
Fellowship: Written report submitted.
Finance: Did not meet, next meeting June 3rd

Learning/Youth/Manna/Afterschool: Discussed the mission trip being updated to July 14th-18th. The Bible
Bowl has been moved to June 2nd. Confirmation will be held June 9th. We have 12 confirmed campers this
year for Lutherlyn. The fundraising for the campers has led to $3,361.10 raised, which will cover the cost of
the campers this year.
Memorial: Written report submitted – current balance $8216.15
Mutual Ministry: No report
Property: Written report submitted. Sound panels have arrived and are waiting to be installed. The clean-up
day had 14-15 people show up. They got weeds pulled, flowers planted, stumps removed, gutter for the education building cleaned, etc. A new push lawn mower was bought for the church, along with parts for the tractor. A bat house will be built and put up.
Music & Worship: Meeting was held – discussed replacement of Marlene due to shoulder surgery. Marge is
willing to donate her time do replace Marlene.
Miscellaneous: Received a thank you letter from synod about our benevolence giving being above 90%.
Dan motioned, 2nd by Debbie to adjourn the meeting at 8:32.
Meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer
Respectfully submitted,
Emily Critchlow
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June Calendar
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St. Peter’s Lutheran
Church
•

202 Van Buren St.
Evans City, PA

Monthly Newsletter Deadline is the 3rd Sunday
of each month

•

Call us: 724-538-5810
E-mail us
stpeterslcec@zoominternet.
net

Sunday School: 9 am
•
Weekly Worship Services:
Sundays at 10:15 am
Check Our Weekly Calendar of other events.
Summer Office Hours for Secretary:
M-W-F
9 am—noon
•

God’s Son
•

Website: http://

The Sunday Bulletin Deadline is
Wednesdays at 10 am

www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org/

Sponsoring the newsletter

Our Staff:
Pastor Brandon Johns
Heidi Beahm, Secretary
Marlene Domhoff,

Organist / Music Director
Joe Ludwik, Sexton
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Many Thanks to Luann & Perry
Brosius for their continued
support of sponsoring this
newsletter!

