From the Pastor:

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church

St. Peter’s Post

3/1/19

“Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he is near; let the
wicked forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to
the Lord, that he may have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.” Isaiah 55:6-7

It seems not at many people can articulate an understanding of the concept of grace as I would
have expected. I don’t mean that as a condemnation. Instead I’ve been using that growing
awareness as affirmation that it was a good idea to focus on grace as our theme for the year.
After all, grace was one of Martin Luther’s three points of emphasis in the “solas” – Grace
Alone, Faith Alone, Scripture Alone. More importantly, it is the theological thread weaving
through most of Paul’s writings in the New Testament, based on his understanding of the mission of Christ. There are a variety of reasons why explaining grace is such a challenge for us,
ranging from the reasonable to the ridiculous.
One reasonable explanation for our struggle to put grace into words, is that it is a lot like the
concept of love. We understand it as we are experiencing it, but concrete language often fails
us when we attempt to describe it. Poetry exists for such moments and concepts. More ridiculous, we might only consider grace when we are recalling the classic mealtime exchange from
the movie Christmas Vacation:
“Grace? She died thirty years ago!”
“They want you to say grace. THE BLESSING!”
Even outside of that exchange, we might most closely associate grace with our meal prayers,
but then we miss out on the richness of all that God’s grace encompasses. There is another
possibility. Understanding and articulating the concept of grace involves describing our need
for it, and we might not be comfortable acknowledging that we have such a need.
Grace is the divine favor of God. It is empowering and forgiving, blessing and mercy. Grace is
an undeserved gift, which is great, except that we like to think of ourselves as deserving and
earning the blessings in our lives. If grace is unmerited favor, and it is, then that means we are
without merit in receiving it. Put another way, in order to explain how grace is a gift, we have
to admit that we have done nothing to earn God’s lovingkindness. In fact, we might even have
to admit that we are undeserving of it. God chose to love us, forgive us, transform us because
of who God is, not because of who we are. That’s what makes grace so precious, but also so
thorny.
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This is why we come forward to have ashes smeared on our foreheads. It’s why we walk the somber journey of
Lent. The season that begins with ashes grating against our skin and sprinkling our faces with their dry, black
lifelessness and ends at the barren cross reminds us of why grace is essential for us. Lent helps us to confess
what we might only dare whisper otherwise – we are broken and need the tender compassion of God to be
made whole. Lent may ask us to worship more, give more, and pray more, but not because doing so puts us
back into God’s good graces. Rather, we experience the richness of God’s grace more fully when we lean into
these markers of the life of grace that God has set before us. So brothers and sisters, as we begin our Lenten
journey, let us open our hearts to confession and repentance, emptying ourselves of false pretenses that we
might be filled instead with the transforming grace of God that we so desperately need.
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Announcements & Birthdays:
Keeping the Word Alive Prayer Vigil (April 19-21) –
Holy Week is one of the most spiritually intense
times of the whole year, and mirroring the way the
Gospels slow down to follow Jesus’ every move during his passion week provides us with rich ground for
strengthening the roots of our faith. From the conclusion of our Good Friday evening service until the
beginning of Easter sunrise service, we will be participating in Keeping the Word Alive at the Foot of the
Cross. For about thirty-six hours, we will read continually through this year’s lectionary gospel, Luke,
broken only by readers taking time for prayer or using other provided devotional material to reflect on
the magnitude of Jesus’ sacrificial love for us. Our
thirty-six hour vigil represents the time Christ lay
dead in the tomb, but giving audible voice to God’s
Word reminds us that death is not the victor in this
battle. Also this time of incarnating the Word teaches us that we not only play a part in Jesus’ death but
in the on-going life of his Body. There will be a poster in Luther Hall where you can take a slot or slots to
be a reader or watcher. No one should be in the
building alone, especially at night, and watchers provide support for readers who would otherwise be
participating in the vigil alone. Couples, families, or
friends may sign up for both the reader and corresponding watcher slots and take turns while they are
present in the church reading and keeping watch.
Please consider this opportunity to live into Jesus’
request of the disciples at Gethsemane to remain
with him and stay awake with him (Mt 26:38), and if
you have any questions please talk to Pastor or the
Worship Committee.

March Birthdays
St. Peter’s Church Family Wishes Many
Blessings To You!
1 Julia Knauff

24 James Thomas

1 Steve Van Dyke

24 Don Reedy

2 Pastor Beverly Banyay

24 Peyton Wearing

2 Ashley Green

25 Rita Reifenstein

2 Nathan Critchlow

25 Cassandra Zoelle

2 Lorcan Merrison

27 Staci Bettencourt

3 Elsa Plank

28 Sue Manuel

3 Myka Plank
4 Shayne Grosick
5 Ryan Bonicky
8 Mary Jane Raupp
9 Robin Van Dyke
11 Ethan Thomas

12 Gary Barnhart
12 Kasen Critchlow
13 Zachary Humes
13 Mary Jordan
13 Chase Wearing
14 Troy Barnhart
23 Leland Iman

Softball— If you are interested in playing on the St. Peter’s softball team
please sign up in Luther Hall. Pastor Johns is the coach of our team. Games
are held during the week at Lutherlyn or at the Middle Lancaster Field. Everyone is welcome to participate or to be part of the cheer squad.
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Please join us in celebrating Bea King’s 90th
Birthday!

Looking Ahead...Lent / Holy Week

OPEN HOUSE HERE AT ST.
PETER’S
April 6th
1-4 pm

Mar. 14

Meager Meal 6 pm
Service 7 pm

Mar. 21

Meager Meal 6 pm
Service 7 pm

Mar. 28

Meager Meal 6 pm
Service 7 pm

Apr. 4 & 11

Meager Meal 6 pm
Service 7 pm

April 14

Palm Sunday— Worship 10:15

April 17

Silent Service 7 pm

April 18

Maundy Thursday—Worship 7

April 19

Good Friday :
Community Cross Walk—noon
(Starting at Westminster)
Worship Service 7 pm

NO GIFTS PLEASE!

Memorial Funds were approved for use by council to
purchase a new church accounting software program
in the amount of $295. Many thanks to
the memorial fund of Dorothy
Marburger and other undesignated
funds to purchase this much needed
program.

Thank You!

A heartfelt thank you for your Christmas gift donation to Glade run Lutheran Services. Your generosity
brings joy to the children on Christmas morning and
all throughout the year. God Bless!
Steven Green, President / CEO
Glade Run Lutheran Services

Many thanks to Pr. Johns & the SPY leaders
for teaming up with Westminster Church to
plan a snow tubing event in February. Much
fun was had by all who braved the cold (and
a little bit of mud)!
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St. Peter’s Pride

Easton Cole Wilson was
baptized at St. Peter’s on
Sunday, February 17th.
Proud parents are Jimmy
Hendricks and Brittany
Wilson.
Many blessings to the newest member of our family.

St. Peter’s Winter Volleyball Team
Many thanks to everyone who signed up to
participate in a rec league volleyball team this
winter! Looking forward to the spring season.

Thrivent Choice Dollars… It’s Time to Designate Again!
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Announcements

On Tuesday, March 5th, we invite you to our annual Shrove
Tuesday dinner starting at 5 pm. In addition to the delicious
pancakes and sausage, and burning the palms in preparation
for Ash Wednesday the following day, we are going to have a
St. Peter’s Talent Show. Singers, dancers, jugglers, comedians,
instrumentalists, and other talents of high quality or dubious
skill are welcomed to participate. Consider pulling together a
group of adults, youth, or children for a team act in the show.
For example, Pastor is organizing all interested church men for a
silly dance group, code-named St. Peter’s Rocks. All acts should
hold to about a four minute time limit, and remember that the emphasis is on “show” not “talent.”
There is a sign up poster in Luther Hall so we can get an idea of how many acts we will have and
of what type. You are welcome to use the poster as a hub to organize other group acts. Let’s have
some flair and fun before we turn our hearts to the somber repentance of Lent.

Single Use Plastic (SUP) Challenge for Lent
Lent is a time in the church year when Christians around the world engage more deeply in different spiritual practices, including some form of fasting. We often speak of this as "giving something up for Lent."
Meat, chocolate, television - things that we enjoy or find taking up more of our attention than they should.
By giving them up, we create space in our lives for other things to claim more of our time and our hearts.
This Lent, the SWPA Church in Society Committee invites you and your congregation to participate in a
SUP Challenge. What is a SUP? SUP stands for "single-use-plastics," items like plastic straws or grocery
bags that are designed to be used and thrown away. They're everywhere. Our homes, work, schools,
churches, stores, restaurants - even the water of our rivers, lakes and oceans - harming wildlife, ecosystems, and people.
So here's the challenge, each week you and your congregation will be invited to give up a different kind of
single-use-plastic. Post pictures of your creativity and successes on the "SWPA SUP Challenge" Facebook page and other social media outlets. Ideas and resources from the Church in Society
Committee will be posted in the weekly synod announcements and the Facebook page. May this challenge
make us more attentive to God our creator and all of God's creation.
Week 1: Shopping bags
Week 2: Drinking straws
Week 3: Water bottles
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Week 4: Styrofoam
Week 5: Food Wrappers
Week 6: Next Steps

Financial Facts
Last December, as our Current Fund had sunk into a deficit position, the council and I decided to send out a
letter to inform everyone of the state of our finances. You all responded generously, with our Current Fund
coming back into the positive by $7,000. At least, we thought so. During that same council meeting, the Finance committee was tasked with looking into some inconsistencies in the numbers. As it turns out, the Current Fund was much farther behind than we realized and had been for ten years. While this in no way negates
the generosity of our December giving, it does mean that the Current Fund is still about $16,000 in the red.
When we took out a loan to build the new parsonage, there was interest that was paid in addition to the loan
funds. The same is true for the loan we are repaying for the brick work. These interest payments are what led
to us believing we were in a stronger cash position than was true. Our accounting software credited our Current Fund with the interest monies that were paid. Consequently, over the course of ten years, the Current
Fund on paper gradually inflated with funds that were not there, because in reality, we had paid that money out
already. Extracting out those “fake” funds (which in account terms translates to an equity fund) left our Current
Fund about $16,000 behind instead of $7,000 ahead.
There is good news here. The deficit has been what is true all along. We simply didn’t realize it. No matter the
reality, knowing the truth is better than the bliss of ignorance. More importantly, not realizing we were so far
behind was possible in part because we were still able to accomplish all we set out to do despite the hidden
shortfall. Life-changing, Kingdom-growing ministry is happening right here, and has all along. Likewise, money
that has come in for projects has always gone to those projects, such as the youth to Houston and a new railing
from the handicap lot, and no money has been wrongly used in a personal way either. However, if the After

School Program, Youth, and Priority Projects funds all needed to be spent to support their specific ministries
right now, we would be unable to do so, because their positive balances have been floating our Current Fund
and accordingly, our checking account.
Despite the silver linings and our Spirit-driven ability to continue the mission, maintaining a deficit like this obviously is not desirable nor tenable. This means we find ways to respond. A love like we have for St. Peter’s
and the God who gifts this church home and community to us will call us to action. Such action, shaped by
such news, could either be hands thrown in the air out of despair or hands reached forward in hopeful service.
A faith like ours in a God like ours lived out by people like ours tells me all I need to know about how this will
go. We are a people who know how to stand tall, shoulder to shoulder, when a load needs to be borne. Simply put, if all of us found a way to cut $5 out of our usual weekly spending and add it to our weekly offering, we
would overcome this year a deficit that it took us ten years to accumulate.
I am thankful for Council and Finance Committee for their leadership, and Heidi Beahm, with her sister Brenda
Ainsworth, for rooting out this problem and presenting it to all of us. They represent a lot of volunteer hours to
ensure that our church family is as healthy and informed as possible. I am thankful to God for bringing me to
this place and to you, whose grace allows me to continue to be joyfully confident about the days and ministries
that lie ahead of us.
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Financial Facts
01/06/2019

01/13/2019

01/20/2019

01/27/2019

Totals

Meals on Wheels

$

5.00

$

5.00

$

$

35.00

$

50.00

Synod Benevolence

$ 386.00

$

81.40

$ 173.00

$ 204.80

$

845.20

Current Fund

$ 4,296.50

$ 1,652.60

$ 1,537.00

$ 2,138.20

$ 9,624.30

Flowers

$

$

$

$

135.00

Music Fund

$ 100.00

$

100.00

Campership

$

$

10.00

Brick Loan

$ 667.50

$ 140.00

$ 370.00

$ 1,177.50

Memorial Fund

$ 105.63

$

50.00

$ 115.00

$

270.63

Sunday School

$

$

10.00

$

$

36.00

After School

$ 700.00

35.00

5.00

35.00

10.00

10.00

$ 1,200.00
$

25.00

Manna Night

$

25.00

$ 6,315.63

16.00

$ 500.00

Newsletter Postage

Totals

65.00

$ 2,439.00

$ 1,800.00

$

6.00

$ 2,950.00

$

25.00

$

31.00

$ 13,504.63

A Financial Update – in an effort to keep everyone informed about our current financial situation the reconciled treasurers report of our current fund as of the end of
January 2018 is as follows: Current Fund –$16,142.36, Building Maintenance
Fund (moved to current fund), Memorial Fund $2,778.15, Youth Fund $7,830.74,
Manna Fund $3,153.87, Priority Project Fund $8,202.01, After School Program
$13,204.02. Many thanks to those who continue to give to these funds which give us
the ability to serve Christ and others.

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for March
Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for March will
support Camp Lutherlyn (This is not the same
thing as St. Peter’s Campers). If you would like
to support this cause please mark the other line
on your contribution envelope
Camp Lutherlyn.

2019 Lent Offering is designated
to the current fund.
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Giving To Synod Benevolence in 2019
Just a quick reminder that if you would like to give to
Synod Benevolence in 2019 (giving to the greater
church that reaches beyond the doors of St. Peter’s)
you can choose to mark your contribution envelope in
the benevolence section.
Just a reminder: if you do not mark your contribution
envelope 10% of your entire donation will go to
synod benevolence, as approved by church council.
St. Peter’s pledged $13,250 to synod benevolence in
2019. Hopefully we reach that goal this year.

Thoughts & Prayers
John, Summer, Timothy Barron & Family
Dave Barber (Cancer)
Sharla Barron (Knee Surgery)
Rob Boring (Liver Problems-nephew of Joe Ludwik)
Tom Broeren
Eilene Budisky (Foot Surgery)
Levi Budisky
Mary Joe Burd (submitted by Teresa O’Malley)
Jane Carruth (Colon Cancer - B.Barkley)
Peggy Christner
Helen Couvert (Liver Cancer)
Jim Critchlow
David English (Lung Cancer)
Diane Fair
Joann Finch (submitted by Teresa O’Malley)
Pat Foringer (ALS)
David Fulghum
Lori Goodwin
Mitchell Gross (Kidney Problems- submitted by Jen
Vicheck)
Bill Hamilton (Cancer)
Glee Hart (Cancer)
Ginger Helterbran
Rich Isreal
Charles Jackson (from: Karen Ferrari)
Carol Kerr
Alma Kincaid (Leukemia – from: Marsha Reedy)
Val Kurth (Breast Cancer)
Mario Limonciello (submitted by Talea Merrison)

Kim Long (cancer)
Todd Manuel (Blood Disease)
Diane Marburger
Jim Marburger
Wayne Meissner (from: Karen Ferrari)
Matt Morris
Francis & Oskar Perez (health problems – from Talea
Merrison)
Bill Puryear (cancer)
Rege & Becky Rengers
Carol Smith (Cancer)
Tammy Dauben Speck (Breast Cancer)
Carrie Sphar (cancer – from: Cheryl Thomas)
Sadie Terek (cystic fibrosis – from: Kim Morris)
Garret Thomas (cancer – from: Kim Morris)
Cathy Van Dyke (Robin Van Dykes Sister In Law)
Dave Van Dyke (Cancer)
Hannah Wahl (Daughter of Rev. Andy Wahl)
Shirley Weimer (submitted by Vonda Weimer)
Tracey Weimer (submitted by Vonda Weimer)
Betty Westerman (Beverly Barkley’s Mother)
Beverly Williams (colon cancer- submitted by Vonda
Weimer)
Terry Williams (surgery)
Russell Zoelle Sr. (Health Issues)
Please contact the church office as soon as possible to request additions or changes

PRAYERS FOR OUR HOMEBOUND
Ethel Burgard
William Boice
Leland & Norma Iman
Agnes Watson
Mary Belle McMillen
Ruth Rasp

INTERCESSIONS FOR CONSOLATION IN GRIEF
Members and friends who have entered the
Church Triumphant in the previous 3 months:
Betty Rasp (1-25-19)
Ruth Corfield (2-25-19)

February Council Minutes—Unapproved

St. Peter's Lutheran Church
Special Council Meeting February 3, 2019
Present:, Michael Bettencourt, Barb Brown, Heinie Raupp, Becky Rengers, Cheryl Thomas, Dan Vicheck, Matt
Otto, Pat Capella, Russ Zoelle, Pastor Johns
Absent: Luann Brosius, Emily Critchlow, Debbie Merrison
Guest: Heidi Beahm
President Michael Bettencourt called the meeting to order at 11 :30AM and Pastor Johns lead us in prayer.
The purpose of this special meeting was to address the findings of the Finance Committee concerning the negative balance in the Current Fund.
Heidi Beahm presented a Treasurer's Report/Balance Sheet dated December 31, 2018.
Over the past couple of months, the Finance Committee has been working on an issue with the finance software
currently used by the church. The program was not reporting the funds properly and therefore not correctly reflecting the balance in the church's checking account and Current Fund.
To prevent this error from occurring in the future, the church has started using a new finance program which
should be fully functional by March 2019 with the help of Hope Lutheran Church (they use the same program).
Heidi addressed the highlighted rows on the Balance Sheet. These rows accurately reflect the current balance of
the church's checking account. The Current Fund shows a balance of negative $15,127.57. This negative balance
is the result of improper reporting of the 2008 parsonage loan and the current brick loan interest in the finance
software. When these loans were set up in our finance software, an accompanying equity fund should have
been set up as well. This equity fund is used to track the interest payments made each year on the loans. The
equity fund should then have been balanced against the respective asset thus reducing the value of the asset
and adjusting our Current fund balance accordingly. The negative balance in the Current Fund is a reflection of
this misreporting over the last 10 years by the software.
Heidi stressed that all money that has been raised for a designated project has always been applied to that
project. While we are borrowing against other funds to cover our bills, we do not ever use designated funds for
any other purpose. We also keep around $400 in petty cash on hand for small church and Manna Night expenses.
She also stressed that all monies have been accounted for, and this is a software reporting error.

All these findings will be reported to the congregation at the Bulletin of Reports Luncheon on Sunday, February
10, 2019.
Dan motioned, 2nd by Matt to adjourn the meeting at 11:55AM. Meeting
closed with the Lord's Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Cheryl Thomas
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February Special Meeting Council Minutes—Unapproved
St Peter's Lutheran Church Council Meeting February 12, 2019
Present: Michael Bettencourt, Barb Brown, Pat Capella, Heinie Raupp, Cheryl Thomas, Dan Vicheck, Matt Otto,
Russ Zoelle, Pastor Johns
Absent: Luann Brosius, Emily Critchlow, Debbie Merrison, Becky Rengers
Guest: Heidi Beahm
President Michael Bettencourt called the meeting to order at 7:07PM and Pastor Johns led us in prayers of
grace and thanksgiving.
Minutes: Written reports submitted. Matt Otto motioned to accept January 8th minutes, 2 nd by Dan Vicheck
— motion carried. Pat Capella motioned, Russ Zoelle 2 nd to accept February 3rd minutes motion carried.
Treasurer's Report: Written report submitted by Heidi Beahm. Dan Vicheck motioned to accept report and pay
bills, 2 nd by Matt Otto - motion carried. Pastor's Report: Written report submitted.
Fellowship: Did not meet in February
Finance: Written report submitted. Motion made by Michael Bettencourt for the Lent offering to go to the current
fund, 2nd by Pat Capella — motion carried. Motion made by Michael to purchase new accounting program with
undesignated memorial funds (approximately $300), 2nd by Dan Vicheck — motion carried. Financial Secretary report submitted.
Learning/Youth/Manna/AfterschooI: Written report submitted. VBS will be held June 17th — 21 st. Two new students joined the Afterschool program from Evans City. Campers will also sell chocolate for Easter with
delivery on Palm Sunday.

Memorial: Written report submitted. $2595 raised by the soup sale including the $1 15 designated donation received by the Memorial fund.
Mutual Ministry: No report
Property: Written report submitted. Property committee is waiting on the green light to proceed with sound panels and will discuss that further at their next meeting.
Music
& Worship: Written report submitted. Pastor said the attendance for the Christmas Eve 10pm service
was 35 — an increase from previous years.
New
Business: Abiding Ministries as a synodically authorized worshiping community that minister to homeless in
Pittsburgh will cease to exist in May, and they are on our Benevolence list for September so we will have
to keep an eye on what will happen to this community. The synod and group have tried to make it work but
have failed to find a way forward as a congregation. There is still a separate 501 C3 non profit (Abiding Missions)
will possibly continue as a Lutheran Social Service organization with a ministry component. If that continues, we
could redirect our benevolence to that cause.
Pastor's younger brother has a 1 month old daughter and would like Pastor to baptize her. Pastor previously baptized his son at their home church on a Sunday afternoon. His brother suggested having the baptism here but Pastor recommends having the child baptized at their home church. The two suggestions were to have a pastor swap
with their home church pastor to accommodate the baptism, or pay for a supply pastor in July for us so Pastor
could perform the baptism there. Discussion ensued, no decision made.
Dan Vicheck motioned, 2nd by Pat Capella to adjourn the meeting at 8:32pm. Meeting closed
with the Lord's Prayer.
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Respectfully
submitted, Cheryl Thomas
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March Calendar
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St. Peter’s Lutheran
Church
•

202 Van Buren St.
Evans City, PA

Monthly Newsletter Deadline is the 3rd Sunday
of each month

•

Call us: 724-538-5810
E-mail us
stpeterslcec@zoominternet.
net

Sunday School: 9 am
•
Weekly Worship Services:
Sundays at 10:15 am
Check Our Weekly Calendar of other events.
Office Hours for Secretary:
M-F
9 am—noon
•

God’s Son
•

Website: http://

The Sunday Bulletin Deadline is
Wednesdays at 10 am

www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org/

Sponsoring the newsletter

Our Staff:
Pastor Brandon Johns
Heidi Beahm, Secretary
Marlene Domhoff,

Organist / Music Director
Joe Ludwik, Sexton

14

Sponsored by
Perry & Luann Brosius

