From the Pastor:

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church

St. Peter’s Post

5/1/19

“Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2through the middle of the street of
the city. On either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit,
producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of
the nations. 3Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the throne of
God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him; 4they will
see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5And there will be no more night; they need
no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.”
Revelation 22:1-5
A couple of weeks before Holy Week, a robin took up residence on our front porch. Not just up
on a beam somewhere, but right on the front door. One morning I opened the front door to
take Lily to the bus stop and happened to notice a bit of a mess at the doorstep. I turned, looked
at the door, and sure enough, there on the wreath a bird had built a nest in a day’s time right on
top. Mud, grasses, and frayed pieces of nylon litter had been interwoven into the artificial limbs
and leaves adorning the entrance to our home. It wasn’t until the next day, though, that the
robin and I became acquainted.
Without thinking, I opened the door to send Lily to school again, and this time the robin was
there and we startled each other. However, it didn’t go far and when I peaked into the nest, our
new tenant let me know that was an unwelcome advance by practically tickling my ear with its
wing as it flew by my head. Fortunately, it didn’t fly straight through the open door and into the
house. After a shout, I retreated back inside, and the robin returned. We looked at one another
through the window above the wreath, and I was reminded about this prayer that is part of our
reading at the Service of Silent Reflection and Communion:
God in heaven, you have helped my life
to grow like a tree. Now something has
happened. Satan, like a bird, has carried one
twig of his own choosing after another.
Before I knew it he had built a dwelling
place and was living in it. Tonight
my father, I am throwing out
both the bird
and the nest.
Nigerian Prayer
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Grace is God working on our hearts to take stock of what is dwelling there. Grace is the courage God
supplies to throw out the evil that has taken up residence in our lives, together with all its trappings.
Grace is what fills the vacated space when the dirty bird and his nest have been removed from our
hearts. Sometimes, though, grace isn’t throwing out the bird.
Back to the front porch, our family gathered to make a decision about what to do with the squatter at
the door. Despite the mess that it had already caused and to which it would surely add and the hassle of
taking Lily out through the garage or picking up the mail and paper only when the bird had left, we decided to let it stay. Sometimes grace is throwing the bird out, if that bird be the evil taking up residence in
our hearts. Other times, grace is letting the bird stay, if that bird be the stranger who is need, despite the
hassle the other’s presence may cause.
I’m not saying that you have to let birds nest whenever and wherever they want. My mom hates birds
and my parents put some sort of canister over their porch light rather than let a bird keep making its nest
there. That’s fine. There are plenty of trees around to choose from. I am saying that this particular robin helped to remind me not only of the grace for removing the bird from the Nigerian prayer, but also the
grace of opening our eyes to the needs of others even when it’s an inconvenience to ourselves. That is
Christine’s wreath being sullied by a bird living atop it, but rather than doing the expedient thing, she
chose grace for the robin.
Despite the mess, the altered travel patterns, the ducking to go past the front door so as not to disturb
Mama Robin, we came to enjoy our houseguest. It looked in at us and we looked out at it. We kept
track of each other and startled each other far less. Over the weeks we had even come to care about
what we once saw as an intruder. This, I believe, is how grace works.
God has allowed us to take up residence within the divine kingdom. Despite the mess we make, the alteration in God’s plans, and the sacrifice it causes God, God sees us as more than even a guest. God calls
us part of the family. God gives us a place in the house. God’s grace far exceeds our own. Nonetheless,
it inspires us to show it and live it out for others in our own lives as well. We, too, can accommodate the
needs of others, and begin to see the other as less like a tenant and more like a guest, until finally we see
them not as other any longer, but part of the family of God like us. That’s God’s grace working in and
through us.
Now, Mama Robin hasn’t been around to sit on her four eggs for a few days. We’re all sad at what that
likely means for her and her eggs. Lily and Anna took it especially hard, as we didn’t spare them in explaining the likelihood of her demise. This sadness, ultimately, is the truest sign that grace had passed
between us. For sadness comes from love lost, and it is the grace of God for us and with us that enables
love to grow.
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Announcements & Birthdays:

May Birthdays
St. Peter’s Church Family Wishes Many
Blessings To You!
1 Luke Zoelle
1 Seirra Korebel
Please visit our Website for current information at St. Peter’s (download the google
calendar) and always have the latest schedule
of events:
http://www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org/

3 Brenda Ainsworth
5 Robin Williams

6 Gianna Bonicky
8 Roberta Domhoff
8 Ehlana Lingenfelter
10 John Watson
10 Andrew Lingenfelter
11 Robin Plank
11 Gini Rinkus

Thank You- a huge thank you to all of my St.

12 Shaunna Grosick

Peter’s Church family who took the time to at-

14 Carol Kerr

th

tend my surprise 70 birthday party! Also,
thanks to all those who gave cards, good
thoughts and wishes, hugs, gifts, and expres-

17 Chuck Weber

sions of love. I am so blessed to have and be

19 Marla Bird

part of such an amazing church family! Love,

19 Kevin Nulph

Rege Rengers

19 Kenzie McCombs

Property Thank You– Many thanks to the

21 Daniel P. Enslen

property committee for fixing some much

21 Sophia McEntire

needed repairs to walls in the church base-

24 Marissa Rasp

ment and women’s restroom.
Just a note to thank everyone who helped to
clean & wax the floor in the nursery & Luther
Hall. It needed it an looks so much better.
Good Job & greatly appreciated!
-Beverly Barkley
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16 Paul Barto

30 Pony Dunbar
30 Emily Critchlow

St. Peter’s Game Nights
Game night will be held the 3rd Saturday of
each month at 6:30 pm. Bring family and
friends, your favorite game and a snack or
treat to share. A time for teaching, a time
for learning and time to be together as a
church family with friends!

Looking Ahead…
May 7 6:30 pm Mother Daughter Banquet
May 11 8:30 am St. Peter’s Spring Clean Up Day
May 11

Camp Blast at Lutherlyn

May 18 4:30 pm Jr. S.P.Y. Meeting
6:30 pm Game Night

Attention 2019 Graduates: St. Peter’s will
honor all graduates on Sunday, June 2nd.
Please submit a brief summary of your
graduation to the church office by May
26th. (Example: name,
graduating from, activities you participated in,
future plans, etc.)

Our Annual Mother Daughter Banquet will be held on Tuesday,
May 7, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. Please bring a dish to share and your
tableware. All are welcome.

Wings of Love 4th Annual Butterfly Release

Community Choir Festival

Sunday, June 2, 2019 (Rain or Shine)

Will be held at St. John’s
U.C.C. on Sunday, May
19th at 6 pm.

Held at the Evans City Cemetery
1:00 PM Ceremony Starts
Registration forms are
available in Luther Hall.

*20 donation ,
sponsored by Westminster UP Church
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Refreshments will be
served following the evening of music.

Announcements & St. Peter’s Pride

Many thanks to everyone for their cards,
well wishes (and hugs) for my 90th birthday. You made it a super special birthday.
God Bless you all! Bea King
Service for Healing – as part of
worship on May 12th. There will be
an opportunity to come forward to
be prayed over with laying on of
hands. Also, any who feel moved
to help in the laying on of hands
over our brothers and sisters in
need will be welcome forward.
Save the Date!

Lutheran Day at
Kennywood
July 23, 2019

Sunday School Wrap Up
The last day for the 2018-19 Sunday School year
will be held Sunday, May 19th. A book study will
be held over the summer for anyone interested
in participating. Our bible bowl challenge will be
held here at St. Peter’s on Sunday, June 2nd!
Come cheer on the Adults or the Youth as they
go head to head in a friendly competition to test
their knowledge of the Gospel of Luke.

On Sunday, April 14th St. Peter’s welcomed
(Left to right:): Logan Thomas, Charlie Flach,
Penelope Erin, Avannah Zinkhann, and Yumalai
Merrison to share in the sacrament of communion. Many blessings to all of you as you
join your church family in partaking in the
body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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St. Peter’s will host this years community Vacation Bible School
June 17-21 from 9 am till noon
Schedule of Events:
Opening In Sanctuary
Bible Time
Sports & Games (Hosted by St. John’s U.C.C.)
Cavern Café (Hosted by Westminster U.P.C.)
Imagination Station—Science activities

Cave Quest Closing
Thursday evening will have a VBS Celebration at EDCO Park featuring
A Praise Band, VBS Music, Food, Fellowship & Games
*If you would like to volunteer for this years VBS please see
Heidi Beahm or Pastor Johns. Help needed in the following areas:
Registration, Crew Leaders, Set up / Clean up.
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Financial Facts
March Online
03/17/2019 03/24/2019 03/31/2019 Giving

03/03/2019 03/10/2019
Meals on Wheels
Food Cupboard

$
$

Synod Benevolence $
Lutherlyn
$

5.00
10.00
417.60 $
25.00

Current Fund
Flowers
Campership
Brick Loan

$ 4,006.40
$
94.00
$
10.00
$
90.00

Memorial Fund
Missionaries
Sunday School

$
$
$

Newsletter
EDCO

$
$

269.00 $
80.00 $

161.40 $
5.00 $

211.00
40.00

$ 3,418.90 $ 3,949.00 $ 2,403.60 $ 1,987.00 $
$
54.00 $
24.00 $
89.00 $ 117.00
$ 273.00
$ 205.00 $
165.00 $
90.00 $ 140.00

495.00 $ 1,068.00
105.00
4.00

$

$

535.00 $

16.00

$

149.84

75.00

11.00 $

5.00

15.00
20.00

After School
Priority Projects
Manna Night
Youth Fund
Totals

245.10 $
$

$
$
$
$ 5,297.00

800.00
5.00

$
$
$

510.00

500.00
20.00

273.00

$ 5,537.00

$ 5,843.00

$ 3,355.00

$ 3,010.00

$

149.84

Totals
$
$

5.00
10.00

$
$

1,304.10
150.00

$
$
$
$

15,914.74
378.00
283.00
690.00

$
$
$

2,173.00
105.00
36.00

$
$

15.00
20.00

$
$
$
$

1,310.00
500.00
25.00
273.00

$

23,191.84

A Financial Update – in an effort to keep everyone informed about our current finances the
reconciled treasurers report of our current fund as of the end of March 2019 is as follows:
Current Fund –$13,161.09, Memorial Fund $4,656.15 Youth Fund $8,468.41, Manna Fund
$2,966.30, Priority Project Fund $8,702.01, Music Fund $996.91. Many thanks to those who
continue to give to these funds which give us the ability to serve Christ and others.

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for May
Our Monthly Benevolent
Cause for May will support
United Lutheran Seminary
If you would like to support
this cause please mark the
other line on your contribution envelope.

BRICK RESTORATION LOAN
It is exciting to report that we have recently broke the
$100,000 mark to repaying our loan for our restoration
project that began in July 2017. We have already
payed back a little more then $15,000. While we are
super excited about all of the donation we encourage
you to keep up the good work! As of 4/10/10 our loan
balance is $99,906.73. Please remember to give as you
can to support this project.

If you have Thrivent Choice Dollars and you have not appointed
them for 2019, it is time to do so. Choice Dollars need to be renewed once a year. St. Peter’s has been the grateful recipients of
Choice Dollars from Thrivent members for several years. We thank
all Thrivent members who choose St. Peter’s to benefit financially
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from their designation at no cost to them!

Easter Activities
Many thanks to everyone who donated
items to make our Egg Hunt so successful and for the teen youth for helping to
fill eggs and mentor the
younger kids on Easter .

Many participated in the “Keeping the Word
Alive” vigil that was held from after our
Good Friday Service until the start of the
Sunrise Service Easter Morning. The vigil

was held as a time of reflection in remembrance of the time that Christ was in the
tomb. A special thank you to everyone who
participated. The time of reflection is an
amazing experience and if you missed out
this year, perhaps you can prayerfully consider taking advantage of the opportunity
to participate next year.

Easter Activities
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April Council Minutes—Unapproved

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church
Council Meeting
April 9, 2019
Present: Michael Bettencourt, Barb Brown, Pat Capella, Heinie Raupp, Cheryl Thomas, Dan Vicheck, Pastor
Johns, Emily Critchlow, Debbie Merrison, Matt Otto, Becky Rengers
Absent: Russ Zoelle, Luann Brosius
Guest: Heidi Beahm, Karen Ferrari

President Michael Bettencourt called the meeting to order at 7:07PM and Pastor Johns led us in prayers of
grace and thanksgiving.
Minutes: Written reports submitted. Dan motioned, Becky 2nd to accept March 12th meeting minutes – motion carried.
Reception of Visitors: Karen Ferrari presented information about Lutheran Lay Renewal. The executive director was contacted by a pastor in Uganda about Lutheran Lay Renewal. The executive director went in January
for 9 days. They are collecting funds to buy books to help the seminary in Uganda. The church started in 1994
– have 140 congregations and 150,000 members. Pastors are not paid salary, so they grow crops to pay bills.
The seminary was built in 2016 with 56 students, with 24 more coming in. They need books and funds to purchase books (Lutheran Study Bible and The Small Catechism). Karen is asking for some funds donation to help
purchase books. They have collected $500 so far. Heidi suggested collecting the money during VBS week.
Pastor also brought up replacing Abiding Ministries with this collection instead for our monthly benevolence.
Dan motioned to change Abiding Ministries donation to Lutheran Lay Renewal Uganda Seminary Books and
any donation from VBS be given to it as well, 2nd by Barb. Motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report: Written report submitted by Heidi Beahm. There has been an increase in giving to the
Current Fund and the deficit has shrunk to (13,161.09). Pat motioned to accept report, 2 nd by Matt - motion
carried.
Pastor’s Report: Written report submitted.
Fellowship: Written report submitted.
Finance: Written report submitted. Pastor and Heidi just added Tithely link to website for online offerings
today. Next meeting is June 10th.
Learning/Youth/Manna/Afterschool: Did not meet in March but will meet on April 30th. Last night of Manna Night is April 10th, next meeting is August. Afterschool picked up another commitment for next year plus
the ones who will return. VBS is June and we are the host church. Heidi is looking for butcher paper and large
cardboard boxes to build a cave for VBS. SPY Mission trip is July 21 to July 27 to Panama City Beach, FL for
hurricane relief.
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April Council Minutes—Unapproved

Memorial: Written report submitted – current balance $4,656.15
Mutual Ministry: No report
Property: Written report submitted. Sound panels have been ordered but having issue with the tax exempt
number – Heidi is looking for our PA1220 tax exempt form then the company can begin working on the panels.
The bank was cleared by Heidi and Pastor.
Music & Worship: Meeting was held – discussed Easter flowers ($7 each), Seder meal preparations, reviewed
the Keeping the Word alive, and Holy Week services.
Becky motioned, 2nd by Emily to adjourn the meeting at 8:11pm.
Meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Cheryl Thomas

2019 Seder Dinner
A special thank you to Pastor Johns & The Worship Committee for their dedication to this
special event in remembrance of the Passover and freedom of our ancestors.
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Thoughts & Prayers

John, Summer, Timothy Barron & Family
Dave Barber (Cancer)
Sharla Barron (Knee Surgery)
Rob Boring (Liver Problems-nephew of Joe Ludwik)
Tom Broeren
Eilene Budisky (Foot Surgery)
Levi Budisky
Jane Carruth (Colon Cancer - B.Barkley)
Peggy Christner
Helen Couvert (Liver Cancer)
Jim Critchlow
David English (Lung Cancer)
Diane Fair
Joann Finch (submitted by Teresa O’Malley)
Pat Foringer (ALS)
David Fulghum
Lori Goodwin
Mitchell Gross (Kidney Problems- submitted by Jen
Vicheck)
Rich Isreal
Charles Jackson (from: Karen Ferrari)
Carol Kerr
Alma Kincaid (Leukemia – from: Marsha Reedy)
Val Kurth (Breast Cancer)

PRAYERS FOR OUR HOMEBOUND
Please contact the church office as soon as possible
to request additions or changes.
Ethel Burgard
William Boice
Leland & Norma Iman
Agnes Watson
Mary Belle McMillen
Ruth Rasp
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Mario Limonciello (submitted by Talea Merrison)
Kim Long (cancer)
Todd Manuel (Blood Disease)
Diane Marburger
Jim Marburger
Wayne Meissner (from: Karen Ferrari)
Matt Morris
Francis & Oskar Perez (health problems – from Talea
Merrison)
Erin Price
Bill Puryear (cancer)
Rege & Becky Rengers
Carol Smith (Cancer)
Tammy Dauben Speck (Breast Cancer)
Carrie Sphar (cancer – from: Cheryl Thomas)
Sadie Terek (cystic fibrosis – from: Kim Morris)
Garret Thomas (cancer – from: Kim Morris)
Cathy Van Dyke (Robin Van Dykes Sister In Law)
Dave Van Dyke (Cancer)
Shirley Weimer (submitted by Vonda Weimer)
Tracey Weimer (submitted by Vonda Weimer)
Betty Westerman (Beverly Barkley’s Mother)
Beverly Williams (colon cancer- submitted by Vonda
Weimer)
Terry Williams (surgery)
Russell Zoelle Sr. (Health Issues)

Ruth Corfield (2-25-19)
Ginger Helterbran (3-6-19)
Glee Hart
Bill Hamelton
Charlie Fulghum
Stella Neely (3-24-19)
The Family of Mary Joe Burd

Please contact the church office as soon as
possible to request additions or changes
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May Calendar
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St. Peter’s Lutheran
Church
•

202 Van Buren St.
Evans City, PA

Monthly Newsletter Deadline is the 3rd Sunday
of each month

•

Call us: 724-538-5810
E-mail us
stpeterslcec@zoominternet.
net

Sunday School: 9 am
•
Weekly Worship Services:
Sundays at 10:15 am
Check Our Weekly Calendar of other events.
Office Hours for Secretary:
M-F
9 am—noon
•

God’s Son
•

Website: http://

The Sunday Bulletin Deadline is
Wednesdays at 10 am

www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org/

Sponsoring the newsletter

Our Staff:

Sponsored by

Pastor Brandon Johns

Luann & Perry Brosius

Heidi Beahm, Secretary

(Many thanks to Luann & Perry for their continued
sponsorship to bring St. Peter’s news to our church
friends and family!)

Marlene Domhoff,

Organist / Music Director
Joe Ludwik, Sexton
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