From the Pastor:

With leaves coming down and harvests coming in, November is a natural
time in our part of the world to give thanks for the season of growing that
was, and how that will enable life to flourish in darker and bleaker days
ahead. Thanksgiving Day itself is obviously the highlight of this season of reflective appreciation,
but it is not the only November day with such themes. The month begins with All Saints Day
which sets the tone for remembrance and gratefulness in parallel to the harvest motif of the natural world. Lives of loved ones are remembered in their vitality, for the works of love they produced, how they were laborers in God’s vineyard, and the fruit they bore by being rooted in God.
Their produce nourishes and enriches us, strengthening us for our own lives in faith, even when
the light of days seems to be waning. Though secular, Veteran’s Day carries many of the same
elements as it is a specialized holiday of appreciating the people and lessons they teach us
through their service to our nation.
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“Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us
and through grace gave us eternal comfort and good hope, 17comfort your
hearts and strengthen them in every good work and word.” 2 Thessalonians
2:16-17

In my own life, I have learned about selflessness, breaking down barriers to work for the common good, and faithfulness among other important lessons from family members and friends
who are veterans. Another valuable concept that the lives and services of veterans helps to
teach us in the Church is “grace under fire” or similarly, “grace under pressure,” which was Ernest Hemingway’s definition of courage. To keep one’s cool, wits, and generally best self about
them while the inferno of battle rages or the weight of difficult decisions looms in an attribute to
which we should aspire also as Christians.
In both letters to Timothy in the New Testament, the lifelong struggle to live in Christ and keep
the faith is likened to fighting the good fight. When we celebrate All Saints, we highlight our
brothers and sisters who have moved on to the Church Triumphant while we remain a part of
the Church Militant. Therefore, we should not take lightly the challenge of walking in The Way.
It is a fight, a daily struggle, an ongoing battle. Enemies within ourselves and outside of ourselves assail us and the gracious gift of faith God has given us, encouraging us to give it up or to
quietly surrender our gospel armor. Whether we realize it or not, the reign of God in our lives
and in the world, exemplified through love made manifest in self-emptying sacrifice, is under
attack and we must fight preserve it.
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Although the methods used to draw us away from the will of God change from era to era, the witness of the
saints reminds us that this battle has been going on for millennia. These days are simply ours to continue to carry
God’s banner high. However, despite the fight and battle imagery, we remember that Jesus chose a basin and
towel and then a rugged cross as his weapons in his war against the forces that defy God. This is why Hemingway’s notion of courage is so important. It ties us back to grace, which is God’s main tool in combating the hate,
self-centeredness, and violence of the world. Courage is needed to be a Christian. To love when and whom no
one else would takes courage. To forgiven when and whom no one else would takes courage. To sacrifice when
and for whom no one else could takes courage. Which is all to say, it takes grace.
If grace under fire or pressure is to remain the best version of ourselves despite chaos, hardship, and attack, then
remaining gracious in the face of hatred, exclusion, degradation, lethargy, or whatever other weapon enemies of
the gospel use is the only way we will be able to fight the good fight. We are a people defined by grace, so we
will be that people, God’s people, come what may. I am grateful for the example of the saints and veterans of
battles both secular and spiritual whose lives modeled well how to be courageous. From them may we learn to
say that no matter the fire, we will be gracious.

If you’re looking to grow your faith but find scheduled meeting times too tricky,
consider the podcast “WeekDay Christian.” Pastor Johns is working with Pastors
Nathaniel Christman and Angela Smith to record podcasts that examine a topic,
like prayer, and discuss it for about 40 minutes, reflecting on the topic in the
Bible, our lives, and how it might be a part of the regular lives of Christians. They
can be found at http://weekdaychristian.buzzsprout.com/ and
https://www.facebook.com/WeekdayChristian-291498931588654/ as well as
iTunes and GooglePlay.

Annual Congregational Meeting- will be held on Sunday, November 10th immediately
following worship. The meeting agenda will include a presentation of the 2020
church budget (see your newsletter for the full itemized budget),
2020 council election, mission endowment fund elections, synod
assembly representative elections, and updating our constitution to
be in line with the ELCA model constitution.

Service with Prayers for Healing – as part of worship on November 10th. There will be an
opportunity to come forward to be prayed over with laying on of hands and anointing oil.
Also, any who feel moved to help in the praying and laying on of hands over our brothers
and sisters in need will be welcome forward.
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Blessing of the animals

On Sunday, October 20th St. Peter’s hosted a blessing of the animals service in our picnic shelter. All proceeds
benefited Animal Friends Rescue Shelter. A special thank you to Thrivent Financial for supporting this ministry to
our church members and community. Thank you also to Marlene Domhoff and team for sharing their musical and
technical talents to make the service an enjoyable experience for all. Thank you to Jen Vicheck who helped to organize and make treats for the service as well. Many thanks to the worship committee and Pastor Johns for their
continued dedication and commitment to serving others and even when that means we do so in the great outdoors! We would also like to thank Kelly Anthony for her help in the “Ask the Vet Tech” department and for everyone who brought their animals for a blessing! We are blessed at St. Peter’s to have an army of volunteers who are
always willing to step up and serve, from behind the scene (and you all know who you are) to those out front it
takes all of us to make special events like this happen. It’s awesome to be part of this loving giving church family.
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Pumpkin fest

MANY THANKS TO EVERYONE WHO HELPED TO MAKE THIS YEARS PUMPKIN FEST A HUGE SUCCESS!
WE HAD A WONDERFUL NIGHT AND A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO THE YOUTH WHO HELPED!
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Pumpkin fest & Trivia night

Craft & Carnival Time
Pumpkin Fest offers so much in just one night!
Adults enjoyed a wine glass painting craft while kids
enjoyed a carnival, smores and hot chocolate bar,
pumpkin science and more! A special thank you to
St. Peter’s youth for their help with making the kids
carnival and outdoor activities successful.

Halloween Trivia
On Friday, October 11th St. Peter’s
hosted a Halloween trivia night benefiting St. Peter’s youth toward the National Youth Gathering. About 40
were in attendance and fun was had
by all who participated!
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Announcements & birthdays:

November Birthdays
St. Peter’s Church Family Wishes Many Blessings To
You!

On behalf or our family at Good Shepherd I want
to extend our sincere thanks for your support of
our annual yard sale. Your donations helped our
event to be a success. You have been a blessing to
Good Shepherd and we pray for God’s continued
blessings on both congregations. Thank you again.
Vicar Chris Lombs

Many thanks to everyone who helped in any
way to make this years
race successful!
St. Peter’s was represented by runners,
contributors and
donors of many delicious sweet treats!
Glade Run Christmas Angel Program
St. Peter’s family and friends are
invited to participate in the annual
Christmas program. Helen Barto,
representative for St. Peter’s, will
organize the gift tags and return
them to Glade Run. More information will come soon about the
angel program.

2 William Boice
5 Jenelle Purvis
6 Richard Marburger
8 Kelly Anthony
9 Amy Anthony
9 Natalea Merrison
11 Mary Fulghum
12 Sue Goehring
13 Anna Johns
15 Marsha Reedy
16 Becky Rengers
16 Alex Barnett
19 Jane Brown
20 Joe Ludwik
21 Tami Watson
22 Charlie Flach
22 Vonda Weimer
23 Glenn Fulghum
26 Nancy Zattiero
26 Travis Williams
26 Madison Ainsworth
26 Morgan Ainsworth
28 Joe McCombs
29 Tucker VanDyke

30 Brinley Rengers
30 Lily Johns

Manna Night

Congratulations to the
Manna night kids & helpers for their second place
win in the Evans City Halloween Parade!
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Glade run Christmas program
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Announcements

Many thanks to everyone who
brought nonperishable food items
to church in support of our annual
Harvest Home outreach ministry.
The ministry helps local families
through our community food cupboard housed here at St. Peter’s.

Hard at work again…
The property committee was at it again! A special thank you for all of their hard work on constructing a new railing near the handicapped lot.
Thank you to Thrivent Financial for providing
seed money to kick start this much needed project. Our new railing and hand rail is safe and
looks great!

St. Peter’s Youth

On Saturday, October 6th S.P.Y. met for their
monthly meeting and welcomed guest speaker
Magezi Fred Mutungi Head of Laity, from the
Lutheran Church of Uganda. Fred shared with
them the impact of the money that was collected to send Bibles to Uganda. He also shared a
power point about the mission work that is being done there as well as new worship centers
and seminary buildings.
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financial facts
LLR
Food Cuopboard
Synod Benevolencee
EDCO Park
Current Fund
Music Fund
Memorial Fund
Flower Income
After School
Brick Loan
Campership
Manna Night
Apple Fest
Sunday School
Newsletter
Total
Synod Benevolence (Year To Date)
2019 Pledge $13,250

$
100.00
$
10.00
$
889.00
$
20.00
$ 10,081.30
$
50.00
$
550.00
$
285.00
$
890.00
$
855.00
$
880.00
$
880.01
$ 6,549.00
$
57.09
$
10.00
$ 22,106.40
$8,816.06

A Financial Update – in an effort to keep everyone informed about our current
financial situation the reconciled treasurers report of our current fund as of the
end of September 2019 is as follows: Current Fund -$8,029.39, Memorial
Fund $9,341.15, Youth Fund $6,782.74, Manna Fund $3,869.31, Priority Project
Fund $7,289.53, After School Program $7,324.12. Many thanks to those who
continue to give to these funds which give us the ability to serve Christ and others.

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for November
Our Monthly Benevolent Cause will support
Glade Run Lutheran Services. If you would like
to support this cause, please mark the other
line on your contribution envelope Glade Run.
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Apple Butter for Sale
$8 Quart, $5 Pint, $3 1/2 Pint

A few jars of apple butter left…. Get it while you can because it
will be a whole year before we can bring it to you again!
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Thoughts & Prayers
John, Summer, Timothy Barron & Family
Dave Barber (Cancer)
Sharla Barron (Knee Surgery)
Rob Boring (Liver Problems-nephew of Joe Ludwik)
Tom Broeren
Levi Budisky
Arlene Cameron (sister of E. Budisky)
Jane Carruth (Colon Cancer - B.Barkley)
Helen Couvert (Liver Cancer)
Jim Critchlow
David English (Lung Cancer)
Diane Fair
Joann Finch (submitted by Teresa O’Malley)
Charlie Flach (surgery)
Pat Foringer (ALS)
David Fulghum
Lori Goodwin
Bob Holden (Cancer – submitted by R. Roberts)
Rich Isreal
Charles Jackson (from: Karen Ferrari)
Carol Kerr
Alma Kincaid (Leukemia – from: Marsha Reedy)
Val Kurth (Breast Cancer)
Mario Limonciello (submitted by Talea Merrison)
Kim Long (cancer)
Todd Manuel (Blood Disease)
Diane Marburger
Wayne Meissner (from: Karen Ferrari)

Matt Morris
Bill Oehlschlager
Francis & Oskar Perez (health problems – from Talea
Merrison)
Erin Price
Bill Puryear (cancer)
Rege & Becky Rengers
Carol Smith (Cancer)
Tammy Dauben Speck (Breast Cancer)
Carrie Sphar (cancer – from: Cheryl Thomas)
Sadie Terek (cystic fibrosis – from: Kim Morris)
Garret Thomas (cancer – from: Kim Morris)
Cathy Van Dyke (Robin Van Dykes Sister In Law)
Dave Van Dyke (Cancer)
Shirley Weimer (submitted by Vonda Weimer)
Tracey Weimer (submitted by Vonda Weimer)
Betty Westerman (Beverly Barkley’s Mother)
Beverly Williams (colon cancer- submitted by Vonda
Weimer)
Terry Williams (surgery)
John & Kay Yuengert (submitted by Karen Ferrari)
Russell Zoelle Sr. (Health Issues)
INTERCESSIONS FOR CONSOLATION IN GRIEF
Members and friends who have entered the Church Triumphant in the previous 3 months:
The Family of Ethel Burgard (8-25-19)

PRAYERS FOR OUR HOMEBOUND
Please contact the church office as soon as possible
to request additions or changes.
William Boice
Leland & Norma Iman
Agnes Watson
Mary Belle McMillen
Ruth Rasp
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Please contact the church office as soon as possible to request additions or changes

Council meeting minutes

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church
Council Meeting
October 8, 2019
Present: Michael Bettencourt, Barb Brown, Pastor Johns, Russ Zoelle, Cheryl Thomas, Luann Brosius,
Debbie Merrison, Pat Capella, Emily Critchlow, Becky Rengers, Dan Vicheck
Absent: Matt Otto, Heinie Raupp
Guest: Heidi Beahm
President Michael Bettencourt called the meeting to order at 7:19PM and Pastor Johns led us in prayers of grace and thanksgiving.

Minutes: Written report submitted. Becky motioned, 2nd by Luann to accept the minutes at corrected,
motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report: Written report submitted by Heidi Beahm. Current Fund stands at ($8029.39).
Debbie motioned, 2nd by Dan to accept the report and pay the bills, motion carried.
Financial Secretary’s Report: Written report submitted.
Pastor’s Report: Written report submitted.
Fellowship: Written report submitted.
Finance: Written report submitted. Debbie moved to accept recommendation of Finance committee
regarding Harvest Home money going to Evans City Library, 2nd by Becky, motion carried.
Learning/Youth/Manna/Afterschool: Written report submitted. Russ motioned to accept recommendation of committee to designate funds from Pumpkin Fest to the children going to National Youth
Gathering, 2nd by Debbie, motioned carried.
Memorial: Donations received, Becky is sending thank-yous for those donations.
Mutual Ministry: No report
Property: Written report submitted.
Music & Worship: Written report submitted
New Business: 2020 Budget presented by Heidi. Debbie moved to accept budget as proposed, 2 nd by
Becky, motion passed. Budget will be presented to congregation at the November Congregational
Meeting.
Dan motioned, 2nd by Debbie to adjourn the meeting at 8:30pm.
Meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer
Respectfully submitted,
Cheryl Thomas
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november Calendar

Please visit our website at http://stpeterslutheranevanscity.org/ for the most up to date activities and
events. You can even download our calendar! Stay connected!
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St. Peter’s
Lutheran
Church

202 Van Buren St.
Evans City, PA
16033

•

Monthly Newsletter Deadline is the 3rd Sunday
of each month

•

Call us: 724-538-5810
E-mail us
stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net

Sunday School: 9 am
•
Weekly Worship Services:
Sundays at 10:15 am
Check Our Weekly Calendar of other events.
Office Hours for Secretary:
M-F
9 am—noon
•

God’s Son
•

Never Fails

The Sunday Bulletin Deadline is
Wednesdays at 10 am

Website: http://
www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org/

Sponsoring the newsletter

Our Staff:
Pastor Brandon Johns
Heidi Beahm, Secretary
Marlene Domhoff,

Organist / Music Director
Joe Ludwik, Sexton
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Many thanks to Luann & Perry
Brosius for sponsoring the
November newsletter.

