From the Pastor:

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church

S t. P e t e r ’ s P o s t

9/1/19

“When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God 5because I hear of your
love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. 6I pray that the sharing of
your faith may become effective when you perceive all the good that we may do for
Christ.” Philemon 4-6

September in our region is one of the great times of transition. Summer gives way to fall,
pitchers turn the ball over to quarterbacks, vacation fades for school, growth produces harvest, greens flair out on the kaleidoscope hills. Standing now with one foot in the summer
past and the program year ahead, I can’t help but muse on how our summer book study
connects to this renewed time of study. One of the points from Philip Yancey’s What’s So
Amazing About Grace that struck me most forcefully is that grace and gracious living must
be taught. Much of the world around us operates counter to grace, which he calls ungrace,
so we simply cannot expect to naturally be able to practice it ourselves or that our children
will simply pick it up through diffusion. Below I have pulled out some quotes that move
through Yancey’s logic and case for grace and forgiveness and the necessity of teaching it.
Afterwards, I’ll offer a couple of concluding thoughts:
The gospel of grace begins and ends with forgiveness. And people write songs with titles
like “Amazing Grace” for one reason: grace is the only force in the universe powerful
enough to break the chains that enslave generations. Grace alone melts ungrace.
Ungrace plays like the background static of life for families, nations, and institutions. It is,
sadly, our natural human state.
Ungrace causes cracks to fissure open between mother and daughter, father and son,
brother and sister, between scientists, and prisoners, and tribes, and races. Left alone,
cracks widen, and for the resulting chasms of ungrace there is only one remedy: the frail
rope-bridge of forgiveness.
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I and the public know
What all school children learn,
Those to whom evil is done
Do evil in return.
W. H. Auden, who wrote those lines, understood that the law of nature admits no forgiveness. Do
squirrels forgive cats for chasing them up trees or dolphins forgive sharks for eating their playmates?
It’s a dog-eat-dog world out there, not dog-forgive-dog. As for the human species, our major institutions—financial, political, even athletic—run on the same unrelenting principle. An umpire never announces, “You were really out, but because of your exemplary spirit I’ll call you safe.” Or what nation
responds to its belligerent neighbors with the proclamation, “You are right, we violated your borders.
Will you please forgive us?” The very taste of forgiveness seems somehow wrong. Even when we have
committed a wrong, we want to earn our way back into the injured party’s good graces.
But the very word forgive contains the word “give” (just as the word pardon contains donum, or gift).
Like grace, forgiveness has about it the maddening quality of being undeserved, unmerited, unfair.
Apart from forgiveness, the monstrous past may awake at any time from hibernation to devour the
present. And also the future.
Forgiveness offers a way out. It does not settle all questions of blame and fairness—often it pointedly
evades those questions—but it does allow a relationship to start over, to begin anew. In that way, said
Solzhenitsyn, we differ from all animals. Not our capacity to think, but our capacity to repent and to
forgive makes us different. Only humans can perform that most unnatural act, which transcends the
relentless law of nature.
Because it goes against human nature, forgiveness must be taught and practiced, as one would practice any difficult craft. “Forgiveness is not just an occasional act: it is a permanent attitude,” said Martin Luther King Jr. What greater gift could Christians give to the world than the forming of a culture
that upholds grace and forgiveness?
As school has begun again all around us and within our church building also, I am reminded of our ongoing
need to teach one another what it means to live a life reflecting God’s grace. This, I believe, is one of the
primary functions of the Christian community. We assist one other in passing to each generation the
countercultural, “unnatural” notion of grace. This means modeling grace for our youth and children, but
also helping each other our whole lives long. Grace is a lesson that we need to have reinforced and repeated for as many days as we are given, and I can think of no better school for continuing education in it
then among our brothers and sisters in worship, in service, in Sunday School, in fellowship, in all that we
are together as God’s beloved people made so by underserved grace.
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ATTENTION FUN JUNKIES:
Pastor is looking for people to join his team for the
Bethesda Lutheran Services Mud Run. Let Pastor know
if you’re willing to be on his team.
Some Details from Bethesda:
The Bethesda Mud Run is designed as a family-friendly
event that will feature a full 5K run and/or walk filled
with obstacles meant to challenge you while having a
blast! The mud run will take place at our Meadville
campus. We are looking forward to a fun filled day
with you and your team on our trails, tackling new
obstacles, and getting muddy all for a good cause.
At Bethesda Lutheran Services, we provide promising
futures for children, youth, and families through individualized mental and behavioral health services provided in a residential, school or community
setting. Bethesda serves more than 700 families from
across Western Pennsylvania.

Trivia Night – St. Peter’s is hosting a Halloween trivia
night on Saturday, October 12th at 6:00 pm. Teams of 4
will compete for fun and prizes for a donation of $20 per
team. Drinks and snacks are included and a movie
showing will be offered for children. Donations will
benefit our ministries for our church’s youth.

If you’re looking to grow your faith but find scheduled meeting times too
tricky, consider the podcast “WeekDay Christian.” Pastor Johns is working with
Pastors Nathaniel Christman and Angela Smith to record podcasts that examine a topic, like prayer, and discuss it for about 40 minutes, reflecting on the
topic in the Bible, our lives, and how it might be a part of the regular lives of
Christians. They can be found at http://weekdaychristian.buzzsprout.com/ and
https://www.facebook.com/WeekdayChristian-291498931588654/ as well as
iTunes and GooglePlay.
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Attention animal lovers – October 20th will be a day to celebrate all members of
God’s Animal Kingdom. Having a blessing of the animals is a long-standing
Christian tradition, usually happening in the fall around the commemoration of
Francis of Assisi, whose great love for animals and the gospel led him to bless and
tame a wolf that had been in conflict with its surrounding human community. In
this tradition, St. Peter’s will be holding an extra worship service celebrating
God’s good gift of the animal kingdom outside on October 20th at 2 pm. Everybody is invited whether you have an animal or are an animal lover. All of the
non-human animals in your lives are also invited to attend the service and will be
called forward with their human companions during the service so that they can
receive a blessing. We do ask, though, that you be the judge as to what extent
your animal or animals will need to be restrained as there will hopefully be a
variety of animals present. Following the service, which will be held at the picnic
shelter, there will an opportunity for fellowship as we gather for treats after worship.
It’s time for St. Peter’s annual rummage sale and we need donations of clean
sellable items to make it a huge success! Please drop items off in Luther Hall,
no televisions, computers or large appliances as we have to pay to get rid of all
of those items if they do not sell. If you would like to volunteer for this event
please sign up in Luther Hall to do so! We need all the help we can get.
Proceeds benefit St. Peter’s Manna Night program as well as St. Peter’s
Lutherlyn Campers.

Quilt Show
St. Peter’s will hold it’s annual quilt
show September 20th-22nd and we
need your quilts! Quilts can be
dropped off on Thursday, Sept. 19th
from 6-8 pm. Please see Rita
Reifenstein or Marge Wearing if you
have any questions.

S. P.Y. & Jr. S.P.Y. Fall Outing
Members of St. Peter’s Youth groups are invited to attend a
fall outing on Saturday, September 14th to a corn maze.
The plan is to meet at the church (upper lot) at 6:00 pm.
RSVP to Holly Lingenfelter or Pr. Johns if you are interested
in attending. The cost is $10 per person to attend.

You Are Invited To Rally Day…
Mark your calendars today and plan to attend the annual
Sunday school kick off for 2019-20 on Sunday, September
8th at 9 am. All Sunday School classes will meet in the
sanctuary to participate in some group activities before
dismissing to their classrooms for attendance, offering,
and more “getting to know you” activities.
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Volunteering

Once again this year, St. Peter’s has been invited by the principals of Evans
City Elementary and Middle Schools to partner with them in serving the
children of our community. Starting in October, the schools will offer
Homework Club after school on Thursdays to create a safe, nurturing
space for the completion of homework for students who might otherwise
not have that opportunity or be taking advantage of it at home. We have
agreed to join with volunteers from 5 other churches to be a part of this
program. We will need to supply at least 6 volunteers and a snack for the
approximately 30 children from 3:10 – 4:30pm and are welcome to join
with other congregations on their service dates if we would like. A loving
presence for the children more so than academic knowledge is the needed
skill for this role. Please talk to Pastor if you are interested in joining with
him and being a part of our list of volunteers to serve the children of the
community in this way.
St. Peter’s Sunday School Teachers are in need of substitutes to fill in
when their full time teachers are not able to attend. If you enjoy
working with children and have your clearances (the church can order
them for you if not) and would be willing to fill in for a teacher please
speak to Jen Erin after worship.
Our After School Program is also in need of volunteers. We offer
after school care M-F from 3:30– 6 pm for children grades K-6. See
Heidi Beahm if you are willing to volunteer any amount of time at
after school.

Save the date….
Super exciting this year with
some new surprises so don’t
miss out on October 26th here
at St. Peter’s!

A special thank you to Janice & Karen
Marburger for donating the corn for the
annual St. Peter’s corn roast. The corn
and other food was delicious and the
fellowship shared was wonderful!
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Summer manna night fun
A special thank you to Dan Vicheck & Matt
Otto for volunteering through the Evans City
Fire Dept. to bring fire safety awareness to the
kids at Manna Night and provide them an
opportunity to have a hands on experience!
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Announcements & birthdays:

September Birthdays

Sat., September 7th

6 pm

Wine & Cheese Social

9 am

Rally Day!!!!!

Fri. September 13th

8 am

Apple Cutting

Sat. , September 14th

5 am

Sunday, September 8

th

Apple Butter Making
SPY Outing

Friday- Sun. Sept. 20-22

Applefest, Quilt Show,
Rummage Sale

Sunday, September 23rd 11 am Oktoberfest
Community Worship
Saturday, October 5th

6 pm

SPY

Sat. October 12th

7 pm

Halloween
Trivia Night

Sat., October 19th

8 am

Chase Away Hunger 5K
Game Night

Sat., October 26th

5 pm

Pumpkinfest

St. Peter’s Church Family Wishes Many Blessings To
You!
1 Becky Riddle
2 Kay Burr
4 Art Zattiero
5 Joy Nalevanko
5 Erin Price
7 Ron Blinn
8 Liberty Merrison
9 Debbie Merison
9 Keith Otto
9 Ray Middleton
11 Alvera Blinn
11 Glenn Goehring
13 Ethel Burgard
13 Bev Critchlow
19 Jodie Miller
19 Matt Otto
23 Tina Barto
24 Rob Burr
24 Shayla Grosick
25 Gary Barnhart Jr.
27 Sharon Lintz
27 Seth Price
30 Karen Marburger
30 Luann Brosius

After School Program- registration is now open for
students in the Evans City area (grades K-6), Seneca
Valley Students (Grades 5-6) and Mars area students (Grades K-6). The program runs M-F 3:30-6
pm and follows the school district calendar. The
cost averages $5.50 a day and tuition assistance is
available to those in need. Please call the church
7
office at 724-538-5810 for more information.

Announcements

The WOMEN of St. Peter's are invited to attend The WEEKEND RETREAT at Lutherlyn September 13-15, 2019. We
join together with the Northwest Women and hope you'll join us. Registration is due by August 25th. Forms are on the
bulletin board in Luther Hall. Stay the weekend or just a day to try it out. This Year's theme is Praise, Pray, Play.
Please plan to attend. Contact Teresa O'Malley for any questions or forms.

MANNA CHILDREN’S CHOIR
Attention signers of St. Peter’s who are not currently singing
in the Senior Choir. If you’re an adult consider singing with
the Senior Choir; they can always use more voices. On the
other hand, if you’re younger than that, consider a new
choir opportunity on Wednesday nights in conjunction with Manna Night. Starting this fall (Manna
Night begins on 9/18), music time at Manna Night will always be from 6:20-6:40, which is right after
our 6pm dinner. Even if you don’t attend all of Manna Night you can attend this part, or this and other parts, to work with Christine Johns, Melissa Bonicky, and Marge Wearing on youth geared music.
Once every 6-8 weeks, Manna Choir will sing during worship in addition to the Senior Choir. Also,
Cherub Choir will continue to practice and make their musical offering about once a month as normal.
This is an extra opportunity for all our children and youth looking for another way to participate in the
worship life of St. Peter’s and offer praise to God.

Apple Fest 2019
Apple Butter:
$8 Quart, $5 Pint, $3 ½ Pint

Apple Dumplings:
$4 each, $8 (2 pack), $16 (4 pack)
Get here early to get your apple dumplings & butter
Proceeds benefit the St. Peter’s priority projects, brick loan, and a portion
of the proceeds will benefit the Evans City Fire Department.
*Thank you to Thrivent Financial for sponsoring this event!
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financial facts

Fund Report July 2019

Food Cupboard
Synod Benevolence
EC Library
EC Fire Dept.
EDCO Park
Current Fund
Memorial Fund
Mission Endowment
Flowers
Priority Projects
After School Program
Brick Loan
Camperships
Total

$
20.00
$ 759.70
$
30.00
$
5.00
$
10.00
$ 9,303.65
$ 350.00
$ 128.25
$
70.00
$ 800.00
$ 680.00
$ 2,365.00
$
10.00
$ 14,531.60

A Financial Update – in an effort to keep everyone informed about our current financial situation
the reconciled treasurers report of our current fund
as of the end of July 2019 is as follows:
Current Fund (-$7,008.65), Memorial Fund
$8,566.15, Youth Fund $6,716.01, Manna Fund
$2,989.30, Priority Project Fund $8,026.89,
After School Program $10,803.18. Many thanks to
those who continue to give to these funds which
give us the ability to serve Christ and others.

Many thanks to everyone who gave the finance team grace while we worked through transferring
all of our financial records to a new program. We are still very much in the learning process but are
happy to bring you actual reports for the month of July. Hopefully we will continue to learn the
best ways to serve in the area of finances to provide you with the most up to date information that
we have. Love, Heidi Beahm

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for September
Our Monthly Benevolent Cause will support
LLR-Bibles for Africa. If you would like to support this cause, please mark the other line on
your contribution envelope Bibles for Africa.

Thank you for your generous donation of suntan lotion, beach toys, beach towels,
gift cards, and a generous monetary gift to Believe In Tomorrow Children’s House
By The Sea. Your support is greatly appreciated and will help us to fulfill our mission. With your help, we are prepared for the future and looking forward to serving many more children and families throughout the year. Believe In Tomorrow
serves as a beacon of hope and compassion to families who are often in desperate
need of both virtues. Together we have accomplished amazing things that I believe have made the world a better place.
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Thoughts & Prayers
John, Summer, Timothy Barron & Family
Dave Barber (Cancer)
Sharla Barron (Knee Surgery)
Rob Boring (Liver Problems-nephew of Joe Ludwik)
Tom Broeren
Levi Budisky
Jane Carruth (Colon Cancer - B.Barkley)
Helen Couvert (Liver Cancer)
Jim Critchlow
David English (Lung Cancer)
Diane Fair
Joann Finch (submitted by Teresa O’Malley)
Pat Foringer (ALS)
David Fulghum
Lori Goodwin
Rich Isreal
Charles Jackson (from: Karen Ferrari)
Carol Kerr
Alma Kincaid (Leukemia – from: Marsha Reedy)
Val Kurth (Breast Cancer)
Mario Limonciello (submitted by Talea Merrison)
Kim Long (cancer)
Todd Manuel (Blood Disease)
Diane Marburger
Jim Marburger
Wayne Meissner (from: Karen Ferrari)
Matt Morris
Bill Oehlschlager

Francis & Oskar Perez (health problems – from Talea
Merrison)
Erin Price
Bill Puryear (cancer)
Rege & Becky Rengers
Carol Smith (Cancer)
Tammy Dauben Speck (Breast Cancer)
Carrie Sphar (cancer – from: Cheryl Thomas)
Sadie Terek (cystic fibrosis – from: Kim Morris)
Garret Thomas (cancer – from: Kim Morris)
Cathy Van Dyke (Robin Van Dykes Sister In Law)
Dave Van Dyke (Cancer)
Shirley Weimer (submitted by Vonda Weimer)
Tracey Weimer (submitted by Vonda Weimer)
Betty Westerman (Beverly Barkley’s Mother)
Beverly Williams (colon cancer- submitted by Vonda
Weimer)
Terry Williams (surgery)
John & Kay Yuengert (submitted by Karen Ferrari)
Russell Zoelle Sr. (Health Issues)
INTERCESSIONS FOR CONSOLATION IN GRIEF
Members and friends who have entered the Church Triumphant in the previous 3 months:
The Family of Mary Joe Burd
The Family of Lowry Clawson (7-2-19)
The Family of Peggy Christner
The Family of Harold Schoeffel (7-29-19)
The Family of Ethel Burgard (8-25-19)

PRAYERS FOR OUR HOMEBOUND
Please contact the church office as soon as possible
to request additions or changes.
William Boice
Leland & Norma Iman
Agnes Watson
Mary Belle McMillen
Ruth Rasp

Please contact the church office as soon as possible to request additions or changes

Council meeting minutes

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church
Council Meeting
August 13, 2019
Present: Michael Bettencourt, Barb Brown, Pastor Johns, Matt Otto, Russ Zoelle, Cheryl Thomas, Luann
Brosius, Heinie Raupp
Absent: Debbie Merrison, Becky Rengers Emily Critchlow, Pat Capella, Dan Vicheck
Guest: Heidi Beahm, Joe Ludwik
President Michael Bettencourt called the meeting to order at 7:07PM and Pastor Johns led us in prayers of
grace and thanksgiving.
Minutes: Written report submitted. Russ motioned, seconded by Becky to accept the minutes, motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report: Written report submitted by Heidi Beahm. Heidi presented the new Balance Sheet for the
July finances and explained the changes. Current Fund stands at ($7,008.65). Luann motioned, 2nd by Russ to
accept the report and pay the bills, motion carried.
Financial Secretary’s Report: Written report submitted.
Pastor’s Report: Written report submitted.
Fellowship: Written report submitted. Luann moved to accept recommendations of Fellowship committee regarding Applefest funds, 2nd by Heinie, motion carried.
Finance: Written report submitted. Jason Plank volunteered to audit 2018 books; Heidi is also going to speak
with Donna Daugherty to help with that as well. Heidi and Colleen have put in a lot of time to get the new program up and running.
Learning/Youth/Manna/Afterschool: Jen Erin is new Learning Ministry chair. Sunday School Teachers will
remain the same, but would like to open up to the congregation to seek for fill-ins or assistants to current
teachers. Jen Vicheck is stepping away from SPY so Pastor and Holly Lingenfelter are leading the group now.
Memorial: $350 donations sent in July. Becky sent thank-you notes to non-members. Current balance is
$8566.15.
Mutual Ministry:No report
Property: Written report submitted. Sound panels were put up in Fellowship Hall, and picnic shelter roof was
repaired (not listed on report). Heinie motioned to put up a new railing on the right hand side of the handicap
steps, 2nd by Matt, motion carried.
Music & Worship: No meeting held over the summer. Next meeting is end of August.
Becky motioned, 2nd Matt by to adjourn the meeting at 8:25pm.
Meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer
Respectfully submitted,
Cheryl Thomas
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PEOPLE MAKING WORSHIP BETTER TODAY AT ST. PETER'S
09/01/2019 09/08/2019 09/15/2019
Date

Asst. Minister

Robin Van
Dyke

Teresa
O'Malley

Karen Ferrari

Troy Barkley

Lector

Helen Barto

Melissa
Bonicky

Teresa O'Malley

Cora Plank

Communion
Deacons

Van Dkyke /
Capella

O'Malley

Merrison

N/A

Communion
Asst.

Kierstin
Beahm

Pat Capella

Kim Morris

Colleen
Prenovitz

James Thomas
Alex Barnett

Cora Plank

Acolyte

Greeters

Ushers:

Pat Capella
Nancy
Zattiero

Jim Merrison
Debbie
Merrison

Oktoberfest

Mary Raupp
Heinie Raupp

Nathan
Lisa Burr
Anthony
Melissa Bonicky
Alyssa BarnMarsha Reedy
hart
Ryan Bonicky

Troy Barnhart
Rob Burr

Community

Lisa Burr

Worship
Joe Ludwik
11 am

Adam Price
Dean
Zinkhann
Russ Zoelle

Dan Erin
William Wahl

Anna Plank
Paul Volz

Dan Vicheck
Jen Vicheck

Bell Ringer

Joe Ludwik

Russ Zoelle

Adam Price

Jason Plank

Asst. Bell
Ringers

Penelope &
Jack

Yumalai &
Gianna

Lily & Anna

Myka & Elsa

Offering
Counters

Robin VanDyke
Rob Burr

Robin VanDyke
Rob Burr

Robin VanDyke
Rob Burr

Robin VanDyke
Rob Burr

Altar
Guild

Fellowship Time

Nursery

Evans City
Fire Hall

Teresa

Teresa

Teresa

Teresa

O'Malley

O'Malley

O'Malley

O'Malley

Donation
Needed

Donation
Needed

Donation Needed

Donation
Needed

Cassie Zoelle

Beverly
Barkley

Colleen
Prenovitz

Emily Taylor

Julia Lingenfelter

DJ Beahm

Anna Plank

Alyssa Barnhart

Sponsor
Needed

Pat Capella

Karen Ferrari

Altar Flowers Christi Barn($35)
hart
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09/29/2019

September Calendar
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St. Peter’s
Lutheran
Church

202 Van Buren St.
Evans City, PA
16033

•

Monthly Newsletter Deadline is the 3rd Sunday
of each month

•

Call us: 724-538-5810
E-mail us
stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net

Sunday School: 9 am
•
Weekly Worship Services:
Sundays at 10:15 am
Check Our Weekly Calendar of other events.
Office Hours for Secretary:
M-F
9 am—noon
•

God’s Son
•

Never Fails

The Sunday Bulletin Deadline is
Wednesdays at 10 am

Website: http://
www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org/

Sponsoring the newsletter

Our Staff:
Pastor Brandon Johns
Heidi Beahm, Secretary
Marlene Domhoff,

Organist / Music Director
Joe Ludwik, Sexton
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Many thanks to Luann & Perry
Brosius for sponsoring the
September newsletter.

