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Prelude                 The Guiding Voice  John M. Rasley   
Bell Ringing 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE  
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENES 
 

Trusting in the word of life given in baptism,  
we are gathered in the name of the Father,  

and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

If we say we have no sin,  
we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  
If we confess our sins,  
God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins  
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 
 

Loving God, 
have mercy on us.   
We confess that we have turned from you  
and given ourselves over to the ways that lead to death.   
In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown,  
things we have done and things we have failed to do.   
Let your Holy Spirit work in us  
to change our lives and make us new,  
that we may know the abundant life given in Jesus Christ,  
our risen Lord.  Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy,  
loved us even when we were dead in sin,  
and made us alive together with Christ.  
By grace you have been saved.  

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.  
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,  
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.  Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN: Come, Thou Almighty King 

 
 
 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all 

things in heaven and on earth. In your great mercy receive the 

prayers of all your children, and give to all the world the Spirit of 

your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.  Amen. 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 
 

First Reading: Acts 17:22-31 
22Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see 
how extremely religious you are in every way. 23For as I went 
through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your 
worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an 
unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I 
proclaim to you. 24The God who made the world and everything in 
it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines 
made by human hands, 25nor is he served by human hands, as 
though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life 
and breath and all things. 26From one ancestor he made all nations 
to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their 
existence and the boundaries of the places where they would 
live, 27so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him 
and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of 
us. 28For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even 
some of your own poets have said, 
 ‘For we too are his offspring.’ 
29Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity 
is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and 
imagination of mortals. 30While God has overlooked the times of 
human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to 
repent, 31because he has fixed a day on which he will have the 
world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, 
and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the 
dead.” A: This is the Word of the Lord.   C:  Thanks be to God!  
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Psalm 66:8-20 (Read in unison)  
 8Bless our God, you peoples; 
  let the sound of praise be heard. 
 9Our God has kept us among the living 
  and has not allowed our feet to slip.  
 10For you, O God, have tested us; 
  you have tried us just as silver is tried. 
 11You brought us into the net; 
  you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 
 12You let people ride over our heads; we went through fire and  
        water, but you brought us out into a place of refreshment. 
 13I will enter your house with burnt offerings 
  and will pay you my vows— 
 14those that I promised with my lips 
  and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble. 
 15I will offer you burnt offerings of fatlings with the smoke of  
         rams; I will give you oxen and goats.  
 16Come and listen, all you who believe, 
  and I will tell you what God has done for me. 
 17I called out to God with my mouth, 
  and praised the Lord with my tongue. 
 18If I had cherished evil in my heart, 
  the Lord would not have heard me; 
 19but in truth God has heard me 
  and has attended to the sound of my prayer. 
 20Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, 
  nor withheld unfailing love from me.  
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Second Reading: 1 Peter 3:13-22 
13Who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 14But 
even if you do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not 
fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, 15but in your hearts 
sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to 
anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is 
in you; 16yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your 
conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse 
you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. 17For it is 
better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, 
than to suffer for doing evil. 18For Christ also suffered for sins once 
for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to 
God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the 
spirit, 19in which also he went and made a proclamation to the 
spirits in prison, 20who in former times did not obey, when God 
waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, 
in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through 
water. 21And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as 
a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good 
conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has 
gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, 
authorities, and powers made subject to him. 
A: This is the Word of the Lord.   C:  Thanks be to God! 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
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Gospel: John 14:15-21 
The holy gospel according to John, the 14th chapter.   
Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If you love me, you will keep my 
commandments. 16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you 
another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17This is the Spirit of 
truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him 
nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he 
will be in you. 18“I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to 
you. 19In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will 
see me; because I live, you also will live. 20On that day you will 
know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21They 
who have my commandments and keep them are those who love 
me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will 
love them and reveal myself to them.” 
This is the Holy Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  Children of the Heavenly Father 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join 
the people of God in all times and places in praying for the church, 
the world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

Abiding God, you have revealed yourself to us in the form of your 
Son, Jesus Christ. Embolden your church, as your followers, to 
reveal your love to everyone in our speaking and in our living.  
 

The response for each petition is:  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for 
whom we pray into your eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
 

We pass the peace of Christ, which is wholeness through reconciliation, 
from wherever we are, trusting the Holy Spirit, who makes us one, moves 
between us no matter the distance. 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC by Glenn Fulghum 
 

OFFERING 

As we live in our current reality of a community in diaspora, financial 
offerings can still be dropped off at the church, mailed, or made 
electronically (tithe.ly app, etc.).  As always, these avenues of offering 
are for the sake of serving the desire of the community to steward the 
gifts God has given us, not as a demand for your salvation.  Please 
remember that although we are physically apart for a time, St. Peter’s 
remains a hub of ministry and service, and relies on your ongoing 
financial support to ensure our ministry of worship, faith formation, 
and care for one another and our neighbor is able to continue. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray.   
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you 
shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in 
Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and 
to respond to those in need, when and how we are made able, 
through the power of Jesus, our risen Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

CANTICLE OF THANKSGIVING 
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all 
things: you spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from 
chaos, and brought life into being.  
For your Word of life, O God, 
we give you thanks and praise. 
By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your 
wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity, water on the desert 
journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you.      
For your Word of life, O God, 
we give you thanks and praise. 
Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us 
to witness: forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed 
by death, the way of your self-giving love.                                                      
For your Word of life, O God, 
we give you thanks and praise. 
Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: 
renew our faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the 
sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to 
all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to 
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 
Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and help us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 

BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 
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SENDING SONG: JESUS LOVES ME!  

 
 
SHARING FOR SERVING: BIRTHDAYS AND MISSION NOTICES 
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DISMISSAL  
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness;  
be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good;  
render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted;  
support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people;  
love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Thanks be to God!    
 

Postlude  Postlude Victorius  Reginald Martin   
 

RECOGNITION OF ARTISTS: 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24133. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 
 

Prayers Have Been Requested Recently For The Following 

Beverly Barkley    Alexis Gurnard  
Lucille Wingard   Ray Kaluzny 
Geraldine Prince   Charles Watson 
Beth Caywood    Ashley Green-Stuhldreher  
Ruth Roberts (upcoming surgery) John Spore 
Buzz Grabman (brain surgery) Rick Roberts (Broken Foot) 
Eilene Budisky (Shoulder Surgery) 
 

Please hold these members and friends of St. Peter’s in your prayers.  
 

“The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.” James 5:16 
 

St. Peter’s Upcoming Events: 

Please check out our website for the most up to date 
information regarding activities here at St. Peters:  

www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org   
You can also find previous worship services on the website 
that can be watched at any time.   
 

Devotions Daily at 11:30am & Kid’s Time Wed. at 5 pm via Zoom 
 

http://www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org/
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Even though our county has gone to Yellow Phase, worship 
will continue in this same format for at least the next month 
for the health and well-being of our community. 
 

 

Mowing-  It's that time again friends.... and again this year we are 

looking for your help to cut the grass here at St. Peter's.   

The link for signing up is  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040845ABAB28A0F49-

mowing or call the church office to sign up for a day. We greatly 

appreciate any help we can get!  Please speak to Pastor Johns for 

further direction if you are a new volunteer for mowing at the 

church.  
 

Helping Hands- this time of Covid-19 crisis is a time to come 

together despite our mandated separation and we have received 

offers to help each other as best as we can.  If you are a family that 

is unable to work during this time, unable to collect unemployment, 

or just need a bit of help with groceries or cost of living items, 

please know that your brothers and sisters in Christ have already 

begun to step up to assist you.  Please contact Pastor Johns directly 

at 724-674-7238 if you are in need 

of help or if you know of a person 

or family who needs help.   

 

 

Today’s altar flowers  

are given by 

Carol Kerr  

In loving memory of Elizabeth 

Reinhart’s Birthday 

(May 20th)  

  

The Eternal Candle 

is given in loving memory 

of Sue Ludwik 

by Joe Ludwik & Family  

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040845ABAB28A0F49-mowing
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040845ABAB28A0F49-mowing


 15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 16 

Welcome to St. Peter’s  

In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray that your 

worship experience will fill you with the grace and 

mercy of Almighty God through his Holy Spirit. 
 

 

Newcomers and Guests 
 

New to St. Peter’s?  We are glad you found us.  

Please check in with Pastor by calling or email to talk about 

what St. Peter’s is like under regular conditions and so you can 

be connected with the ministries we are holding in old and 

new ways during these social distance times. 
 

 

Staying in Touch: 
 

Please feel free to contact us by phone or internet: 

Church Office:  724.538.5810 

Church Email:  stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net 

Pastor Email: rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com  

Church Website:  www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org 

Church Facebook Page:  St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 
 
  

 

mailto:stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net
mailto:rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com
http://www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org/

