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“For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of your-

self more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each 

according to the measure of faith that God has assigned.”  Romans 12:3 

In a podcast a couple of weeks ago, we discussed weariness, mostly due to     

decision fatigue.  Pastor Smith was feeling it acutely that day, but it happens to 

all of us at some point, maybe all of us at this point.  So many unknowns and the little shifts in 

what seemed to be known information make it challenging to make a decision at all, let alone 

one that lasts for any length of time.  As Christians, one of the additional layers of struggle is 

finding the right balance in approaches of decision-making between Frank Sinatra’s “My Way” 

and Carrie Underwood’s “Jesus Take the Wheel.” 

Doing what we want, when we want is not the tune of a Christian, much better would be if we 

could sing that through it all we did it God’s way.  Notice, though, that this is not the same as 

throwing our hands up and having no role in the steering of our lives.  God did not make us to be 

puppets and neither did God give us the gift of faith as a replacement for reason.  Instead, our 

understanding of faith and faithfulness involves using God’s gifts and praising God for them.  For 

example, accepting a vaccine or choosing to have your children vaccinated does not mean that 

you are being unfaithful because you are failing to trust in God to protect you.  Rather, you are 

using the gift of reason to make a good choice to participate in what we believe to be an           

extension of God’s gift of intellect and creativity and then can praise God that there is such a 

thing to protect us.  In this way, the vaccine is an extension of God’s care rather than an obstacle 

to it. 

As a result, Christian decision-making seeks to balance the deep trust we have in God’s goodness 

and provision with the discernment of what that goodness and provision are giving us in each 

moment.  This is why Scripture affirms that faithful living requires wisdom.  Godly wisdom, as 

outlined in the Bible, is the ability to make the right decision, that is one in line with what God 

would want us to do, at the right time.  Therefore, true godly wisdom is more than intellect or a 

collection of facts, although those play a role.  Having information helps us to choose, but      

making the right choice at the right time takes a guiding principle, which for us is God, the gift of 

faith, and Jesus’ command to love. 

From the Pastor:  
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The Ten Commandments have been a mainstay in guiding God’s people in making wise choices.  Jesus’ own 

life and teaching helped to clarify for us that wise choices involve loving others in the way the Jesus loved 

and continues to love us.   Likewise, Jesus avoiding certain circumstances that would have led to his death 

before what he knew was the right time, illustrates for us that faithfulness to God’s will for us is intimately 

connected to wisdom.  Even when Jesus sends the disciples out to witness to the Kingdom carrying nothing 

with them, Jesus still encourages them to be as wise as serpents.  They need to take what the knew about 

God from Jesus and use it to make the best decisions for their life in ministry that they could, and then trust 

in God’s grace to cover the gaps where their attempts to be wisely faithful fell short. 

As Paul said, wisdom without God is foolishness, but then again, so too is faith without wisdom, because it 

diminishes God.  Scientific and medical advances need the hand and guidance of God to make sure they are 

wisely made and applied.  However, if we reject scientific and medical advances because we are worried 

that they take away God’s care for us, then we limit the ways in which God is allowed to care for us, which is 

unhelpful.  Like the person trapped on their roof in a flood rejecting the help of the Coast Guard because 

God will save them denies the saving work of God through the Coast Guard, trusting in God’s care without 

being open to the variety of ways God cares for us is disingenuous faith.  Put another way, faith without  

godly wisdom is folly.   

I believe God gifted us with Scripture but also present-day revelations to help us to walk in God’s ways, 

which is the wise and faithful path.  This opens more for which I can praise God rather than takes away from 

my relationship with God.  Because the Holy Spirit whispers or shouts advice to us from a variety of people 

and places, we can experience God in countless people and places and give thanks for God’s help with a 

wideness befitting the Creator of all things.  Also, God gifted us with reason, intellect, and creativity, so we 

are called to be good stewards of those gifts in leading faithful lives, which brings us back to decision-

making.   

God gives us the latitude to live and choose, but desires that we would so trust God’s goodness and            

direction that our choices would align with the choices God would make also.  Prayer, discernment,             

Scripture reading and discussion, and the Christian community all help us to discover God’s voice that is still 

speaking to us in many and various ways, with Christ as the measuring stick for all streams of input.  Then we 

are able to make the best decision we can for that moment in time.  That is living as wisely and faithfully as 

possible, with God’s grace to cover the rest. 

Faithful living relies on wisdom.  True wisdom requires faith in the one true God.  Faith supports hope which, 

with God, carries us through the weariness into perseverance.   

Thanks to Karen Ferrari for volunteering to write this month’s faith reflection. Please let me know which 

month you would like to volunteer to be the featured faith reflection. Thanks! 
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When I considered writing an article on Faith for the newsletter, I had so many thoughts about the times 
when I really called upon and relied on my faith that I wasn’t sure where to begin.  I’m not claiming to be 
an extremely faithful individual, but I know that there have been many times in my life that faith was 
surely there to carry me through.  
 
My faith journey began when I was young, with parents who were involved in church and I followed their 
example by participating in Luther League, joining the choir, and attending church and even teaching 
some Sunday school with my father. So, faith was a part of my life, but more or less taken for granted. 
One of the first times I called on my faith, even though I didn’t realize it at the time, was when I made the 
decision to become a nurse.  My parents were very disappointed because after years of music lessons, 
band and concerts, most people, including my parents, thought I would be going to college.   I graduated 
from a three year nursing program and then went to college for a bachelor’s and master’s degree. The 
decision to become a nurse gave me the opportunities and abilities to care for people in many types of 
difficult times in their lives, in coping with illness and death. It also gave me the strength to support my 
father when my mother had a stroke which resulted in her being paralyzed on her right side. My father 
was a “rock” during that time, and never complained, and I saw him as really calling on his faith to accept 
what had happened to his wife. 
 
My very personal test of faith came on the first birthday of my younger daughter, when my husband said 
he was leaving; it was also Mother’s Day. This was totally unexpected and surprised my pastor and 
church friends.  It was like a blow to my soul that was needless to say “gut wrenching.” I repeatedly 
called to God asking why was this happening, and what did I do?   Isaiah 55:8 says, “My thoughts are not 
your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways.”  I kept asking why, and as time went on I accepted that God 
had a plan, I just didn’t know what it was!  In addition to my father helping me “keep the faith”, my 
church family, who were as surprised at this development as I was, was very supportive. As time went 
on, life seemed to even out for a period of time.  Then my father died and my daughters and I moved in 
with my mother to take care of her and began another adjustment to our family.  Martin Luther King Jr. 
said that “Faith is taking the first step, even if you can’t see the staircase.” A few years later, I married for 
the second time which was another test of faith — how accepting both sides of the families would be. 
My daughters were ages 9 and 14, and my husband’s 4 daughters were in their mid twenties. All worked 
well and all the girls have fond memories of their father and stepfather.  God was certainly good to me 
and I know that he was always there and knew the plan he had for me — I just wanted to know ahead of 
time, I guess.  One last thing to share, in my story of faith — my father died the day after Christmas, my 
husband and I were married on my birthday, December 28 and my husband died on Christmas Eve — and 
I still love Christmas!! I truly believe that faith carried me through those times and that it will support me 
for the remainder of my life. I found this quote which I think says it all: “My faith didn’t remove the pain, 
but it got me through the pain.  Trusting God didn’t diminish or remove the anguish, but it enabled me to 
endure it.”  Robert Rogers 

S h a r i n g  o u r  f a i t h –  b y  k a r e n  f e r r a r i  
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Outdoor Worship Services– In August, services will continue to begin at 9 am.  Also, we will 

keep the safety measure of 6-foot social distancing and communion taken at your seat.  Chairs are pre-

arranged in the shelter for social distancing purposes and should not be moved or rearranged    

unless you are replacing a chair that was put there with your own outdoor chair.  If weather does not 

permit an outdoor service, the worship service will be delayed and then held online only through   

Facebook and YouTube, as we have been bringing you the service.  All worship services will continue 

to be streamed live for those who are not able to attend worship in person.  

Special note:  Chairs are arranged in groups of 2-3-4, etc.  It would be most helpful if you and the 

people that are with you could try to sit in a row containing the number of seats closest to what would 

fit your needs.  Example:  Plank family (of 8) could sit in a row that has 8 seats,  but the Johns family 

(of 4) should  sit in a row that has 4 seats, rather than the row of 8, to be more helpful.  We know that 

this is not always a possibility but it maximizes the use of the worship space. Additionally, please do 

not sit a chair grouping where people are already seated, unless you ask their permission to do so.  

Thank you for helping to make worship the best it can be in the days and times that we have. 
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A n n o u n c e m e n t s  &  b i r t h d a y s :  

 

Thursday, September 3rd   8:00 am  

Apple Dumpling Making  
 

Wednesday, September 9th  5:30 pm 

Manna Night Water Night 
 

Friday, September 11th 8:00 am           

Apple Cutting for Apple Butter 

Saturday, September 12th 5:00 am  

Apple Butter Making     

Sunday, September 20th 9:00 am 

Return to Sunday School                                           

August Birthdays                

St. Peter’s Church Family Wishes Many 

Blessings To You!  
1 Logan Thomas 

3 Lisa Burr 

3 Alaina Banyay 

6 Cathy Kistler 

6 Summer Barron 

7 Marge Wearing 

7 Davin Beahm Jr. 

10 Eileen Spithaler 

14 Nicole Adomaitis 

14 Lindsay Rasp-Jason 

14 Andy Watson 

14 Jim Watson 

18 Carol McKinnis 

18 Madalyn Rajchel 

19 Neal Critchlow 

20 Michael Bettencourt 

21 Kim Davidson 

21 R.J. Bird 

22 Sydney Burns 

23 Bryan Green 

23 Katie Weber  

26 Charles C. Harbaugh 

30 Lynn Schweingruber 

31 Lily Watson  

 

Back to School Blessing  – Mark you calendars  today for the back to school blessing that will be held 

on Sunday,  August 23rd during our worship service.  Children are welcome to bring their backpacks and 

school supplies as we will pray for their upcoming school year.   

After School Program— We still have openings for the 2020-2021 school year.  If you know of any-

one in need of childcare grades K-6 please give them our church contact information so we can reach out 

to them.   

Lucille Wingard  is now 

living with Lynette 

Wingard.  Her new      

address is: 

306 South Clay Street, 

Zelienople  

and her phone number is  

724-816-4489.  

Please send any           

correspondence to her 

new address.  Thanks! 
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WELCA SCHOOL KITS 

Collection will begin now and continue through mid         

September.  A bin will be located by the glass doors with a list 

of items needed for each kit.  Please consider  donating the    

following items to help make much needed school kits: 

4– 70 sheet spiral notebooks (8 1/2 x11) 

1 ruler (inches on one side cm on the other side) 

1 pencil sharpener, 1 BLUNT end scissors, 1 eraser (2 1/2 “ 

long) 

5 unsharpened pencils with erasers 

5 ballpoint pens black or blue ink  (no gel pens) 

1 box of 24 Crayola crayons 

If you want to give a monetary       

donation instead of items please give 

it to Nancy Zattiero or turn it into the 

church office marked School Kits.   

(Please make checks payable to 

WELCA not St. Peter’s) 

 

 Volunteers Needed- to help cut the grass at St. Peter’s 

this coming summer.  The church owns a riding tractor 

and a new push mower was recently donated as well.  

Grass cutting includes:  mowing, weed whacking, and 

blowing off or sweeping the sidewalks.  Sign up online 

today to volunteer at:  https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/9040845ABAB28A0F49-mowing 

Preferred days are Friday or Saturday but a few days ei-

ther way would still work.                               

Thank you to all of you that donated to Meal On 

Wheels, your time and donations reach many in need 

and are blessed by your kindness. Together we     

provided 1,500 dessert and fruit items during our 

three weeks of assistance to this important           

community outreach. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The C. Merrison Family 
would like to invite the    
congregation to Natalea’s 
Graduation Party 
Date: September 5th 
Time: Starting at Noon /                
 Ending at dusk 
Pig Roast (ready sometime in 
between 3p- 4pm) 
Location:  
Connoquenessing Park 
228 Constitution Ave,              
Connoquenessing, PA 16027 

 

RSVP: by August 23 - Call after 5pm M-F or text any-
time 724.900.9640 or email: cntrr773@gmail.com 

*Feel free to bring yard games to play & share* 

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for August   

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for August will 

support Lutheran Campus Ministries.   

 If you would like to support this cause, please 

mark the other line on your contribution   

envelope Lutheran Campus Ministries. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040845ABAB28A0F49-mowing
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040845ABAB28A0F49-mowing
mailto:cntrr773@gmail.com
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Categories for Cookbook:  Beverage, Appetizer, Soup, Salad, Bread, Main Dish, Vegetable, 

Side Dish, Cake, Pie, Cookies, Other Desserts, and Preserves 
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St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 
Council Meeting 

June 9
th

, 2020 
 
Present: Pastor Johns, Emily Critchlow, Debbie Merrison, Luann Brosius, Rita Reifenstein, Adam Price, Mi-
chael Bettencourt, Ray Middleton, Dan Erin, Russ Zoelle  
 

Absent: Jane Taylor, Matt Otto 
 
Guest: Heidi Beahm 
 
President Michael Bettencourt called the meeting to order at 7:05PM and Pastor Johns lead us in prayers of 
grace and thanksgiving.  
 
Minutes: May 12th, 2020 minutes were read and approved as corrected. Luann motioned, Rita second. Motion 
Carried  
   
Treasurer’s Report: Written report submitted. No action needed by council. 
 
Financial Secretary Report: Written report submitted. No action needed by council. 
 
Pastor’s Report: Lutherlyn has given the go ahead to hold softball as long as the county stays in the green 
phase. We will try to get a team together to get out and play. James Thomas’s confirmation has been delayed. 
Depending on when we start to hold services is when we can schedule James confirmation. The church gar-
den has been planted with much credit going to Heine Raupp as well as Kurt Wearing for getting rebar stakes. 
First ever virtual communion service was held and it went well around 40 people attended. Feedback that was 
received has all been good, only negative feedback was that it was not the same as regular communion.  
 
Fellowship: James confirmation will be held sometime during the summer depending on when services start. 
Cards were sent out to all the high school and college graduates. Apple dumpling and Apple Butter is going to 
be made as usual. Pat Capella will walk with a sign announcing that we are selling it. Octoberfest to be held 
September 18, 19 and 20 unless canceled. Dumpling making will be Sept 3

rd
 starting at 8 am. Apple butter 

making will be held Sept 11th and 12th. A Corn roast could be held possibly July 18th. Another event discussed 
was Wine and Cheese that could be held August 29th. 
 
Finance: No report submitted.  
 
Learning/Youth/Manna/Afterschool: The end of Sunday school happened an email has been sent out to get 
ideas for a summer book study.  
   
Memorial: No meeting. 
 
Mutual Ministry: Meeting was held to discuss Dan Vicheck resigning from council. Action will be taken by 
council.  
 
Property: Received 2 bids for a new boiler for next year. First bid was from Armstrong comfort solutions which 
was $38,524.81. The second bid was from TUDI mechanical systems which came in at $53,850. The outside 
windows of the church and Luther hall are going to painted due to the paint peeling off.  
 
Music & Worship: No report.  
 
Unfinished business: Dan Vicheck asked to resign from council due to personal reasons. Debbie motioned to 
accept Dan’s resignation, with regrets, Ray 2nd the motion. Motion carried. While Dan Vicheck was the vice 
president a new one had to be appointed. Russ nominated Dan Erin to be the new vice president, 2nd by    
Debbie. Dan Erin accepted the position.  
 
The garage project is in progress only waiting on permits. We got the okay from the neighbors to move ahead 
on the project.  
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Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for August 

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause will       

support Lutheran Campus Ministry.            

If you would like to support this cause, 

please mark the Other line on your         

contribution  envelope                             

 

June 2020 Contributions:  

2020 Contributions to Date:   

A Financial Update – in an effort to keep everyone informed about our current 

financial situation the reconciled treasurers report of our current fund as of the 

end of June 2020 is as  follows: Current Fund $13,489.58, Memorial Fund 

$8,711.42, Youth Fund $6,723.74, Manna Fund $3,393.79, Priority Project Fund 

$17,072.54 After School Program $5,295.39. Many thanks to those who continue 

to give to these funds which give us the ability to serve Christ and others. 

New Business: Re-opening the church. Council was presented with different options of reopening. The 
best option that we felt was the most comfortable was to hold outdoor services. These services will be 
held starting June 21th 2020 at 9am. Council decided to move the service back an hour to help with the 
heat. If inclement weather would happen, the service then would be streamed and everyone would be 
sent home. While the outdoor service is going to be held we are also still going to be streaming the  
service for the people that still don’t feel comfortable being in person. During the service social distance 
communion will be practiced. If anyone has an opinion/suggestion council will be open to hear it. Dan 
Erin motioned to have outdoor services starting at 9am June 21th 2020 with social distance communion 
available, 2nd by Ray. Motion Carried. 
 
Debbie motioned to adjourn the meeting at 9:20pm, 2nd by Dan Erin. Motion Carried. Meeting closed 
with the Lord’s Prayer. 
Respectfully submitted, Emily Critchlow  
 

C o u n c i l  n o t e s  c o n t .  &  F i n a n c i a l  f a c t s   
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T h o u g h t s  &  P r a y e r s  

Wendell Banyay  

Clyde (cancer), John, Summer, Timothy Barron & 

Family 

Dave Barber (Cancer) 
Pat Barnhart   

Helen Barto  
Rob Boring (Liver Problems-nephew of Joe Ludwik) 

Tom Broeren 

Eilene Budisky (surgery)  

Levi Budisky  

Arlene Cameron (sister of E. Budisky) 

Jane Carruth (Colon Cancer - B.Barkley) 

Helen Couvert (Liver Cancer)  
David English (Lung Cancer) 

Diane Fair 

Pat Foringer (ALS)  

David Fulghum 

Edward & Beryl Gilliland   

Lori Goodwin 

Joyce Hays 

Bob Holden (Cancer – submitted by R. Roberts) 

Rich Isreal 

Marylee Jones 
Carol Kerr 

Alma Kincaid (Leukemia – from:  Marsha Reedy)  

Val Kurth (Breast Cancer) 

Jess LaCava (pancreatic cancer)   

Mario Limonciello (submitted by Talea Merrison)  

Kim Long (cancer) 

Todd Manuel (Blood Disease)  

Diane Marburger 

Berty McMillen  

Matt & Kim Morris 

Carol Polite  

Erin Price 

Bill Puryear (cancer) 

Harold & Barb Rader 

Rege & Becky Rengers  

Rick Roberts (broken foot) 

Ruth Roberts (surgery)  

Carol Smith (Cancer) 

Tammy Dauben Speck  (Breast Cancer)       

Carrie Sphar (cancer – from: Cheryl Thomas) 

Sadie Terek (cystic fibrosis – from:  Kim Morris) 

Garret Thomas (cancer – from:  Kim Morris) 

Maddie Tripodi (4 yr. old cancer- from:  Heidi Beahm) 

Cathy Van Dyke (Robin Van Dykes Sister In Law)  

Dave Van Dyke (Cancer) 

Bonnie Weber  

Shirley Weimer (submitted by Vonda Weimer)  

Tracey Weimer (submitted by Vonda Weimer)  

Beverly Williams (colon cancer- submitted by Vonda 

Weimer) 

John & Kay Yuengert (submitted by Karen Ferrari)  

Russell Zoelle Sr. (Health Issues) 

 

PRAYERS FOR OUR HOMEBOUND  
Please contact the church office as soon as possible  

to request additions or changes. 
 

William Boice   Vera Wahl 

Norma Iman   Thelma Schoeffel  

Agnes Watson   Don Zinkhann  

Mary Belle McMillen                Mary K. Hill 

Ruth Rasp  
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PEOPLE MAKING WORSHIP BETTER TODAY AT ST. PETER'S  
      

Date 08/02/2020 08/09/2020 08/16/2020 08/23/2020 08/30/2020 

      

Lector Charlie Flach 
Melissa 
Bonicky Teresa O'Malley Karen Ferrari Robin VanDyke 

      

Bell Ringer Adam Price Russ Zoelle  Jason Plank Joe Ludwik Dan Erin  

      

Offering 
Counters 

Marge Wear-
ing 

Marge 
Wearing Marge Wearing Marge Wearing Marge Wearing 

            

  Dan Erin  Dan Erin  Dan Erin  Dan Erin  Dan Erin  

      

Altar Guild 
Teresa 

O'Malley 
Teresa 

O'Malley Teresa O'Malley Teresa O'Malley Teresa O'Malley 

Guild           

Altar Flow-
ers ($35) 

Lucille 
Wingard 

Marlene 
Domhoff   Marla Bird Eilene Bidisky 

Wording:   

IMO Charles 
M. & Mabel 
A. Peters     IMO Ken Crider 

      

Eternal Can-
dle ($15) Marla Bird Marla Bird Marla Bird Marla Bird Marla Bird 

Wording:           

Applefest 

Our annual apple event will be held over the course of a few days in         

September in preparation for selling our wares outside here on the 18th & 

19th.  There are many volunteer opportunities in preparation to making this 

event possible.  One way is donation of items and funds.  There is a sign up 

at church for donations needed or you can sign up online to donate items at:   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040845ABAB28A0F49-apple 
 

Donation of time and talent is also needed on these days: 

  -  Thursday, September 3rd  Apple Dumpling making will begin at 8 am  

  -  Friday, Sept. 11th Apples will be cut for apple butter beginning at 8 am  

  -  Saturday, Sept. 12th Apple Butter making will begin at 5 am  

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040845ABAB28A0F49-apple
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a u g u s t  C a l e n d a r  
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202 Van Buren St. 

Evans City, PA  

16033 

Call us: 724-538-5810 

E-mail us 

stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net 

 

St. Peter’s 

Lutheran 

Church   

The Newsletter 
Is Presented  

By Marla Bird 
In Honor of the 32nd Birthday of  RJ Bird (Aug. 21st) 

&  Lynn Schweinegruber 83rd Birthday (Aug. 30th)  

 

 

 

 

S p o n s o r i n g  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r  

God’s Son  

 

 

 

Never Fails 

Website:  http://

www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org/ 

Our Staff: 

 

Pastor Brandon Johns                    

 

Heidi Beahm, Secretary 

 

Marlene Domhoff, 

Organist / Music Director 

 

Joe Ludwik, Sexton 

 

 

• The Sunday Bulletin Deadline is                     

Wednesdays at 10 am 
 

• Monthly Newsletter Deadline is the 3rd Sunday of 

each month 
 

• Sunday School: 9 am  

• Weekly Worship Services:   

Sundays at 10:15 am 

• Check Our Weekly Calendar of other events.  

Summer Office Hours for Secretary:    

M-W-F  

9 am—noon 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.cliparthut.com/clip-arts/556/september-clip-art-556545.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.cliparthut.com/sept-word-clipart.html&h=101&w=203&tbnid=49IQhkFArFkfTM:&docid=E1rrhOHXj-2X5M&ei=V-vdVY7hC4O4yQTvwKe4DQ&tbm=isch

