From the Pastor:

After May’s strange swings of temperature ranging from snowfall to sweat fall,
the time for planting is upon us. If you have started your plants indoors from
seeds, then you’ve been working on your garden for weeks or months now
even. As you know, I love this process. The feel of the soil reminds me of my connection to
Creation and the goodness of the promises of God. Putting seeds in the little pots while it is still
freezing cold outside nurtures my faith as the simple act of gently burying seeds speaks to the
hope we have that days will get longer and warmer. Hope and faith can be as tricky to untangle
as the roots of two plants growing in the same pot, but for my understanding, hope is the
longing for the better to come, while faith is the trusting that it will be so. So faith is the
spreading of dirt trusting that doing so will lead to life even as the seed disappears from sight.
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For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. Romans 6:5

Planting time always lifts my spirits. On the other hand, I don’t know how I would feel about it if
I was really a farmer and my life and the lives of many other people depended on me and the
success of my planting. Already, I am terrible at the waiting. For most seeds, it only takes about
a week to sprout and convert faith into certainty. Despite this, for those days I am a little bit of a
mess. It’s not that I am impatient. Instead it is the not knowing that unsettles me. Sometimes
as the time stretches into days, I carefully brush a little of the surface soil away just to see if the
shoot is on its way. That’s a problem, I know.

If someone could just tell me that all, or even most, of my seeds would sprout and they’d be
fine, then I could wait weeks for it to happen without a care in the world. However, seeds don’t
work like that. Faith doesn’t work like that. We want to be in control. We want to know what is
going to happen. We want to be able to pull back the curtain and see the end result now so we
don’t have to worry. God, give me a live camera in the dirt so I can see the seed sprouting in
real-time. None of that is ours to have.
Instead, God grants us assurances and examples into which God plants the seeds of faith in our
hearts. Sometimes I wonder how nervous I must make God over whether these faith seeds that
have been planted in me will ever bear the fruit they were intended to produce. Still, I am grateful for the promises that God has revealed to us through Scripture and especially in his Word
made flesh, Jesus Christ, that come what may, all will be well. God has the cosmos in His hands,
and God isn’t afraid to get those hands dirty for my sake either. Likewise, the growth of my own
faith is indebted to the added nourishment of the witness of others through their lives of faith.
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These days, it’s more clear than ever that we are not in control and we don’t know what might
happen next. Despite this, we do know the One who is has ultimate control and understanding
beyond our own, and we trust this One is Good. Also, Jesus’ resurrection is the sneak peak that we
get to assure us that the end result is beautiful. Even when loved ones disappear from our sight as
we cast the dirt back into the ground, we do so confident that Christ has led them to life evergreen.
Faith is God’s gift to us that carries us through and helps us to navigate the world like farmers, active
in care for the seed but trusting that God will bring to blossom all that God has promised.

Below are some pictures from our community gathered electronically. The first is one of our
devotion days and the other is a recent game night. Rick’s message follows on the next page. He
concludes with a powerful statement that St. Peter’s will never be empty of congregants. It just so
happens that Rick wrote this message in January, and because of other faith story volunteers, we
have waited until now to run this, his second message. Although we have been apart for around
twelve weeks now, his words are as true as ever. Because of your love of the Lord and each other,
St. Peter’s remains a vibrant community, gathering , worshiping, serving, laughing, praying, eating,
and fellowshipping together in new ways. Always, though, out of love for God and neighbor. Trust,
too, that I feel your presence each and every worship service. Thank you for your persistence, your
patience, and your faithfulness, and thank you to Rick for this faith reflection. We will need at least
six more to sustain us through the second half of the year. Please consider being one of the authors.
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Faith Story
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We need your help in deciding the level of which
St. Peter’s will participate in Vacation Bible School
this summer. St. John’s UCC is scheduled to host
this coming summer and is interested in feedback
from our church regarding participation. Please
speak to Pastor Johns or Jen Erin with your feedback or advice for this summer’s VBS.

A special service with communion
will be held next Sunday evening,
June 7th, in addition to the regular
worship service. Please watch for an
email to be sent regarding instructions,
a zoom link, and a time for the service.
“14 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father,
15
from whom every family [fatherhood] in heaven
and on earth takes its name. 16 I pray that, according
to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may
be strengthened in your inner being with power
through his Spirit, 17 and that Christ may dwell in your
hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and
grounded in love.” ~Ephesians 3:14-17

May your Father’s Day, and every day, reflect this prayer,
and be full of grace, joy, and love!
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Announcements & Birthdays:

June Birthdays
St. Peter’s Church Family Wishes Many
Blessings To You!

International Missions Network:
Sherry Ifft thanks St. Peter’s friends and
family for the donation in April to support
her missionary work.

1 Colleen Prenovitz
4 Alex Humes
6 Cora Plank
9 Heinie Raupp
10 Casey Anthony
12 Pam Volz
14 Scott Grosick
16 Helen Barto
16 Jen Vicheck
17 Baylee McCombs
19 Emma Plank
22 Patti Flach
23 Bill Painter III
23 Troy Anthony
29 Jim Merrison
29 Penelope Erin

Glade Run Foundation:
Thank you for your gift of $40. In these
uncertain times, your support means so
much. Glade Run continues to provide in
person and telehealth mental health and
autism services. Our schools and academies are staying connected to students
using technology that is available. You can
learn more about upcoming events and
new program offerings at
www.gladerun.org or
www.gacebook.com/gladerun
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A special thank you to
the mask makers of St.
Peter’s who are working
hard to keep those
around us safe.

2020 Graduates:
Congratulations to all of our St. Peter’s Graduates!
We wish you many blessings for a wonderful future.

Davin Beahm Jr.—otherwise known as D.J. to his
family and church friends, graduated from Seneca
Valley High School on May 28th. At his time at
Seneca he participated in varsity football and
wrestling earning letters in both sports. He will
be attending Slippery Rock University in the fall
and majoring in Early Childhood Education. DJ is
the son of Davin & Heidi Beahm and grandson of
Heinie & Mary Jane Raupp.
Natalea Merrison— graduated from Seneca Valley
High School on May 28th. While attending Seneca
she participated in the Butler Vo-Tech program
and earned a certification as a nursing assistant.
Her future plans include working with geriatric
patients in the field of nursing. Natalea is the
daughter of Chris & Talea Merrison and
granddaughter of Jim & Debbie Merrison.
Shane Grosick—graduated from Seneca Valley
High School on May 28th. He was a member of
the Seneca hockey team. His future plans include
attending IUP majoring in criminology. Shane is
the son of Sheli & Scott Grosick and grandson of
Pat Capella
Kenzie McCombs– graduated with a degree in
nursing from IUP. Kenzie is the daughter of Joe &
Lisa McCombs and granddaughter of Pat Capella.
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Financial Facts

April 2020 Contributions:

2020 Contributions to Date:

A Financial Update – in an effort to keep everyone informed about our current financial situation the reconciled treasurers report of our current fund as of the end of April
2020is as follows: Current Fund $11,699.90, Memorial Fund $8,711.42, Youth Fund
$6,789.74, Manna Fund $3,393.79, Priority Project Fund $15,940.54, After School Program $8,412.55. Many thanks to those who continue to give to these funds which give
us the ability to serve Christ and others.

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for June

Lent 2020

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for June will
support Evans City Fire Dept. If you would like
to support this cause,
please mark the other
line on your contribution envelope EC Fire
Dept.

This year we received a total of $1,382 in
offering for Lent and as you can see with
the figures above, $545.65 for Blessed
Bundles. Many thanks to everyone who
donated to both of these Lent offerings.

If you have Thrivent Choice Dollars and you have not appointed them for 2020 it
is time to do so. Choice Dollars need to be renewed once a year. St. Peter’s has
been the grateful recipients of Choice Dollars from Thrivent members for several
years. We thank all Thrivent members who choose St. Peter’s to benefit financially from their designation at no cost to them!
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Thoughts & Prayers
Kitty Aul

John, Summer, Timothy Barron & Family
Dave Barber (Cancer)
Pat Barnhart
Sharla Barron (Knee Surgery)
Helen Barto
Rob Boring (Liver Problems-nephew of Joe Ludwik)
Tom Broeren
Eilene Budisky (surgery)
Levi Budisky
Arlene Cameron (sister of E. Budisky)
Jane Carruth (Colon Cancer - B.Barkley)
Helen Couvert (Liver Cancer)
David English (Lung Cancer)
Diane Fair
Joann Finch (submitted by Teresa O’Malley)
Pat Foringer (ALS)
David Fulghum
Edward & Beryl Gilliland
Lori Goodwin
Bob Holden (Cancer – submitted by R. Roberts)
Rich Isreal
Marylee Jones
Carol Kerr
Alma Kincaid (Leukemia – from: Marsha Reedy)
Val Kurth (Breast Cancer)
Mario Limonciello (submitted by Talea Merrison)
Kim Long (cancer)
Todd Manuel (Blood Disease)

PRAYERS FOR OUR HOMEBOUND
Please contact the church office as soon as possible
to request additions or changes.
William Boice
Norma Iman
Agnes Watson
Mary Belle McMillen
Ruth Rasp
Mary K. Hill

Vera Wahl

Diane Marburger
Matt & Kim Morris
Erin Price
Bill Puryear (cancer)
Harold & Barb Rader
Rege & Becky Rengers
Ruth Roberts (surgery)
Carol Smith (Cancer)
Tammy Dauben Speck (Breast Cancer)
Carrie Sphar (cancer – from: Cheryl Thomas)
Sadie Terek (cystic fibrosis – from: Kim Morris)
Garret Thomas (cancer – from: Kim Morris)
Maddie Tripodi (4 yr. old cancer- from: Heidi Beahm)
Cathy Van Dyke (Robin Van Dykes Sister In Law)
Dave Van Dyke (Cancer)
Shirley Weimer (submitted by Vonda Weimer)
Tracey Weimer (submitted by Vonda Weimer)
Charlie Watson (Blood Clots)
Beverly Williams (colon cancer- submitted by Vonda
Weimer)
John & Kay Yuengert (submitted by Karen Ferrari)
Russell Zoelle Sr. (Health Issues)

INTERCESSIONS FOR CONSOLATION IN GRIEF
Members and friends who have entered the Church
Triumphant in the previous 3 months:
The Family of Jim Critchlow (Bea King’s Son-in-law)
The Family of Don McClintok (Lisa Burr’s Father)
The Family of Jean Sutton

Volunteers Needed- to help cut the grass at St. Peter’s this coming
summer. The church owns a riding tractor and a new push mower
was recently donated as well. Grass cutting includes: mowing,
weed whacking, and blowing off or sweeping the sidewalks. Sign
up online today to volunteer at: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040845ABAB28A0F49-mowing
Preferred days are Friday or Saturday but a few days either way would still work.
WE NEED YOUR HELP!

WELCA SCHOOL KITS
Collection will begin now and continue through mid September. A bin will be located in the back of the church
or on the table outside of the glass doors
(near the handicapped parking lot) with a list of items
needed for each kit. Please consider donating the
following items to help make much needed school kits:
4– 70 sheet spiral notebooks (8 1/2 x11)
1 ruler (inches on one side cm on the other side)
1 pencil sharpener, 1 BLUNT end scissors, 1 eraser (2
1/2 “ long)
5 unsharpened pencils with erasers
5 ballpoint pens black or blue ink (no gel pens)
1 box of 24 Crayola crayons

If you want to give a monetary donation instead of items
please give it to Nancy Zattiero or turn it into the church
office marked School Kits.
(Please make checks payable to
WELCA not St. Peter’s Lutheran
Church)

Our annual spring clean-up day will look a little
different this year but our church property still
needs to be maintained as it always has. This year
we are introducing work days instead of a singular
work day. Below you will find an online link to
sign up to volunteer to help clean, organize, and
maintain our church property, both indoors and
outdoors. In the space that says number of volunteers needed it shows (1). The number of
volunteers could range from 1 person to the
number of people who are willing and able to volunteer for a specific task from your home. For
example: the Beahm family (4 of us) could sign
up to maintain the flowerbeds facing Van Buren
Street. We purposely created days for inside
work that maintain the guidelines during the
COVID-19 pandemic. The inside work days are
scheduled for Wednesday afternoons because that
will allow the proper time frame for streaming live
services Sunday morning. Outside work days are
a little more flexible as weather conditions may
not permit tasks to be completed on a specific
day. We only ask that if you arrive at the church
on a day that someone else has signed up for that
you keep social distancing guidelines in mind. We
are grateful for those who are willing to serve and
help with the upkeep of our church both inside and
outside.
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040845ABAB28A0F49-spring
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Summer reading what is your pick?

The Learning Ministry Committee at St. Peter’s has selected a few books for the annual summer Book Study.
Below are three books that were selected as options and we need to know which book is the most preferred so
we can begin our summer program together. Email or call and place your vote today!
"Why Faith and Science Need Each Other"
Author: Elaine Howard Ecklund
Summary: Science and faith are often seen as being in opposition. In this book, award-winning sociologist Elaine Howard Ecklund questions this assumption based on research she has conducted over
the past 15 years. She highlights the ways these two spheres point to universal human values, showing readers they don't have to choose between science and Christianity.
Breathing fresh air into debates that have consisted of more opinions than data, Ecklund offers insights uncovered by her research and shares her own story of personal challenges and lessons. In the
areas most rife with conflict--the origin of the universe, evolution, climate change, and genetic technology--readers will find fascinating points of convergence in 8 virtues of human existence: curiosity,
doubt, humility, creativity, healing, awe, shalom, and gratitude. The book includes discussion questions for group use and to help pastors, small group leaders, and congregants broach controversial
topics and bridge the science-faith divide.
"Catching Fireflies"
Author: Patsy Clairmont
Summary: Looking for a little “light” reading with life-changing truth and ticklish humor? This book is
for you. Popular author and speaker Patsy Clairmont weaves stories and scripture between lasers,
lighthouses, and lamps to illuminate the heart and enliven the spirit. Whether you’re bored with the
routine, struggling through a crisis, or just ready for a good word, Patsy meets you there with vulnerability, inspiration, and an infectious grin.
As a daily devotional or weekend read, Catching Fireflies will light up your day even as it brightens your
smile.
"Relentless: The Unshakeable Presence of a God Who Never Leaves"
Author: Michele Cushatt
Summary: Where is God when life is filled with so much suffering? How can I be sure of God's presence
and affection, even in my pain? Can you believe in God and still wrestle with questions and doubt? These
are the questions honestly explored in Relentless.
Whether in struggle, illness, death, or failure, the presence of pain causes us to question the presence of
God. We pray and watch the sky, crossing our spiritual fingers for hardcore proof of God's nearness. And
in the silence, we sense something more sinister: perceived abandonment.
But what if we could collect evidence that God hasn't left us? What if we could be absolutely certain of
God's presence and affection, strengthening our faith against any assault?
Woven throughout Scripture sits a single, extraordinary theme: God is with us. Ours is a God who speaks through burning
bushes and leads through pillars of fire, who responds to a broken world by giving himself.
Like the Old Testament story of Joshua's altar of twelve stones, Relentless delivers twelve key biblical stories that demonstrate God's unfailing presence. Each chapter offers an invitation to identify a "stone" in your own life as tangible evidence
of God's nearness. With the turn of the last page, you will have discovered twelve markers of your own, an altar of
memory to carry you through questions and losses, even ones yet to come.
For the truth-seekers, those drowning in impossible questions, and those who find themselves swallowed up by the
dark, Relentless is an invitation to search for divine presence in our everyday stories. With Michele Cushatt's engaging narrative style, this transformational journey reassures us that God, indeed, is with us.
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May Council Minutes—Unapproved

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church
Council Meeting-May 5th, 2020
Via Zoom
Present: Pastor Johns, Emily Critchlow, Debbie Merrison, Luann Brosius, Rita Reifenstein, Adam
Price, Michael Bettencourt, Ray Middleton, Dan Erin, Russ Zoelle, Matt Otto
Absent: Dan Vicheck, Jane Taylor
Guest: Heidi Beahm
President Michael Bettencourt called the meeting to order at 7:10PM and Pastor Johns lead us in
prayers of grace and thanksgiving.
Minutes: April 14th, 2020 minutes were read and approved as amended. Debbie motioned, Luann
second. Motion Carried
Treasurer’s Report: Written report submitted. No action needed by council.
Financial Secretary Report: Written report submitted. No action needed by council.
Pastor’s Report: Written report submitted for April. Marge Wearing has been leading a group of
volunteer sewers in making masks for our community. While these mask are free people have
made donations. They have been split roughly between the brick loan and next year’s SPY
gathering. No action was needed by council.

Fellowship: Written report submitted. Honoring the graduates (D.J Beahm, Nicole Gloeckner, Pat
Capella’s grandson/daughter and Natalea Merrison) cards could be sent out to them. Confirmation
(James Thomas) and the church picnic have been postponed for now. Applefest is on hold for right
now, waiting to see what happens in regards to the Covid-19. No action was needed by council.
Finance: Written report submitted. Treasurer’s report and Financial secretaries report were
reviewed and giving has been steady. A pastor’s discretionary income is being set up due to many
people asking how they can help during this time. This will be a pass through account so that
money can be easily distributed without affecting funds that are already in place. All taxes for the
quarter and the property taxes have been paid. No action was needed by council.
Learning/Youth/Manna/Afterschool: Written Report submitted. Spy, Mana Night and Sunday
school all have been going well and are scheduled till the end of May. VBS is still planned to happen at St. Johns UCC in July. Lutherlyn camp has been canceled till the week of July 5 th at the
earliest. No action was needed by council.
Memorial: No meeting.
Mutual Ministry: No report.
Property: Written report submitted. Boiler has been temporarily fixed multiple times by Heine
Raupp for a faulty sensor. Work day will still be held June 6th but will be held over days/weeks. Sign
up for the work day event will take place on sign up genius. Potential for garden space outside of
Luther Hall. Dan motioned to allow pastor to garden in the triangle plot of grass outside of Luther
Hall, 2nd by Russ. Motion Carried.
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May Council Minutes—Unapproved

Music & Worship: No report.
Unfinished business: The garage project. The garage will be getting cleaned out soon. Letter to
neighbors about rebuilding the garage went out. Trees will be coming down in our expanse.
Communion possible through a zoom meeting. It would be like Maundy Thursday church service
with communion in it. People could come and pick up wafers but would have to provided their
own beverage. Russ motioned to authorize pastor to lead communion through a zoom gathering
service. 2nd by Adam. Motioned Carried.
New Business: With entering the yellow phase of reopening, we are faced with the decision of
reopening the church. With all the recommendation that are still made by the CDC it would not
allow more than 25 people in the building at one time. This would lead to multiple services and
multiple cleanings. This would then put a strain on the people that would have to do the services
and cleaning. With these recommendations we have opted to stay closed for the time being.
Russ motioned to not reopen the church at this time, 2 nd by Russ. Motioned carried.
Dan Vicheck asked to resign from his position on council. Council has decided to table this
matter until next month this will allow mutual ministries time to reach out. Dan has motioned to
table this matter to next month, 2nd by Ray. Motion Carried.
Dan motioned to adjourn the meeting at 9:27pm, 2nd by Russ. Motion Carried. Meeting closed
with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Emily Critchlow

Special Music - due to the orders of social distancing we have done our best to continue to bring
worship into your homes weekly. We are missing something important (besides being all together in
communion) ….. the special music that is brought to us each week by the talented friends and
family of St. Peter’s. Please call or email the church as soon as possible if you are willing to share
your musical talent by way of a telephone shared connection on Sunday morning. Some ways to
share would be to sing a cappella, play music in the background as you sing, play a musical instrument, etc. We are looking forward to hearing from you and sharing your God-given talents with others.
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June Calendar

4pm
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St. Peter’s
Lutheran
Church

202 Van Buren St.
Evans City, PA
16033

•

•

Monthly Newsletter Deadline is the 3rd Sunday of
each month

Call us: 724-538-5810
E-mail us
stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net

God’s Son

Never Fails

The Sunday Bulletin Deadline is
Wednesdays at 10 am

Sunday School: 9 am
•
Weekly Worship Services:
Sundays at 10:15 am
Check Our Weekly Calendar of other events.
Summer Office Hours for Secretary:
M-W-F
9 am—noon
•

•

Website: http://
www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org/

Sponsoring the newsletter

Many Thanks to Luann & Perry
Brosius for their continued
support of sponsoring this
newsletter!
Our Staff:

Pastor Brandon Johns
Heidi Beahm, Secretary
Marlene Domhoff,
Organist / Music Director
Joe Ludwik, Sexton
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