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“23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who 
hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit 
and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in 
another thirty.” 
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Prelude     Morning Praise    Elizabeth T. Van Woert  
 

Bell Ringing 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and 
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 

the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN: God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens 

  
 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
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KYRIE 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the 

seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with 

joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
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SPECIAL MUSIC  Lord Let My Heart Be Good Soil   

by Lily Johns   

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13 

 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 
  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 
 making it bring forth and sprout, 
  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
  it shall not return to me empty, 
 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
 12For you shall go out in joy, 
  and be led back in peace; 
 the mountains and the hills before you 
  shall burst into song, 
  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
 and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 
  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 
A: This is the Word of the Lord.   C:  Thanks be to God!  

PSALM 65:1-13 (Read Responsively)  
 1You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; 
  to you shall vows be fulfilled. 
 2To you, the one who answers prayer, 
  to you all flesh shall come. 
 3Our sins are stronger than we are, 
  but you blot out our transgressions. 
 4Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your courts to  

dwell there! 
They will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the            
holiness of your temple.  
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5Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O      
        God of our salvation, O hope of all the ends of the earth   
        and of the oceans far away. 
6You make firm the mountains by your power; 
  you are girded about with might. 
7You still the roaring of the seas, 
  the roaring of their waves, and the clamor of the peoples. 
8Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at  
        your marvelous signs; 
  you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy.  
9You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very  
        plenteous; the river of God is full of water. 
  You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth. 
10You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; 
  with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its  
        increase. 
11You crown the year with your goodness, 
  and your paths overflow with plenty. 
12May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, 
  and the hills be clothed with joy. 
13May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the  
        valleys cloak themselves with grain; 
  let them shout for joy and sing.  

 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11 
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in 
Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set 
you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done what 
the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own 
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he 
condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of the law 
might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but 
according to the Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh 
set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live 
according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 
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6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the 
Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on the 
flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it 
cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit 
of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ 
does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, though the body is 
dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If 
the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he 
who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies 
also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 A: This is the Word of the Lord.   C:  Thanks be to God! 
 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
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GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter.   
Glory to you, O Lord. 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the 
sea. 2Such great crowds gathered around him that he got into a 
boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the 
beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! 
A sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the 
path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other seeds fell on 
rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang 
up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, 
they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered 
away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and 
choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth 
grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9Let anyone 
with ears listen!” 
 
  18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the 
word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one 
comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what 
was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, 
this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with 
joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, 
and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, 
that person immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among 
thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the 
world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 
nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one 
who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and 
yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another 
thirty.” 
This is the Holy Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON  
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HYMN OF THE DAY:  For the Fruit of All Creation  
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APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us 
pray for our shared world. 

A brief silence. 

Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and places. 
We pray for missionaries and newly planted congregations around 
the world. Inspire us by their witness to the faith we share.  
 
The response for each petition is:                                                                  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
 

We pass the peace of Christ, which is wholeness through 
reconciliation, where we are, rather than moving about to share it 
at this time, trusting the Holy Spirit, who makes us one, moves 
between us no matter the distance. 
 

OFFERING 
 

Our offerings will be made processionally, which means dropped 
into the plate located in the grass area or near the entrance to the 
picnic shelter.  
 

Additionally, financial offerings can be dropped off at the church, 
mailed, or made electronically as we live as a community in 
diaspora.  As always, these avenues of offering are for the sake of 
serving the desire of the community to steward the gifts God has 
given us, not as a demand for your salvation. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray.  Merciful God, receive the sacrifice of our praise and 
thanksgiving, the offering of our lives, and our gifts as we are able 
to give them, that following in the way of the cross, we may know 
the joy of the resurrection; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
CANTICLE OF THANKSGIVING  
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DIALOGUE  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

The Proper Preface (It is indeed right…. join their unending hymn) 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                                           

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as our Lord taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
INSTRUCTION ON THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
At this time Pastor will take a moment to explain how the distribution of 
Holy Communion will take place from our seats.  The explanation will 
conclude with the Invitation to Communion and then we will commune. 
 

The elements of the Sacrament are offered with these words: 
The body of Christ, given for you. And The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 

For children who do not communion, lay hand(s) on each child and offer 
this or another blessing:  
“May God refresh and nurture the seed of faith that grows within you.” 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Let us share now in the heavenly banquet that has no end. 
 

BLESSING   
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace.   Amen.   
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.  O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us 
into your presence, nourished us with words of mercy, and fed us 
at your table. Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you 
with all our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, and 
honor the earth you have made; through Christ our Lord.  Amen.   
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BENEDICTION 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG: On What Has Now Been Sown  

   
 

SHARING FOR SERVING: BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES AND 
MISSION NOTICES 
 
DISMISSAL  
Go in peace, serve the Lord. Thanks be to God!    
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POSTLUDE     Recessional   Walter O’Donnell 
 

RECOGNITION OF ARTISTS: 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24133. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. 
 

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for July 

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause will support 

the Evans City Public Library. If you would like 

to support this cause, please mark the other 

line on your contribution envelope EC Library.  

 

Prayers Have Been Requested Recently For The Following 
Joyce Hays    Bonnie Weber 
Thelma Schoeffel   Don Zinkhann  
Wendell Banyay   Carol Polite 
Sandy Zacherl    Bob & Joan Ferringer              
Terri Lovejoy (cancer)    Monica Cyner (covid -19)  
Clyde Barron (4th stage cancer) and sons John & Timothy, strength     
Officer Shay Mikalonis 
Please hold these members and friends of St. Peter’s in your prayers.  
 

St. Peter’s Upcoming Events: 

Daily (M-Sat.) – 11:30 am Devotions  

Tue. July 14th – 6:30 pm Scouts  

               7 pm Council 

Wed. July 15th – 6 pm Softball vs. Faith Fellowship 

Sat. July 18th – 6 pm Corn Roast (Corn, hot dogs, and drinks provided by 

the Fellowship committee.  Please do not bring any food with you to 

share this year.  Thank you.) 

The Altar Flowers 
Are Presented  

By Eilene Budisky  
In Loving Memory of  

Ron Crider & Dan Budisky   

The Eternal Candle 
Is Presented  

By Marlene Domhoff 
In Loving Memory of                         

Bob Domhoff 
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Blessed Bundles - W/ELCA is organizing an in kind collection for the 2020 

designated outreach. It will begin now for needed donations.  A bin will be located 

in the back of the picnic shelter (on Sundays) or on the table outside of the glass 

doors (near the handicapped parking lot) with a list of items needed.   

Diapers (preemie through size 7) *Needed Most! 

Wipes, Baby shampoo/wash 

Diaper Cream, Baby/Toddler toothbrushes 

Gently used baby equipment (swings, pack and play, etc. NO CAR SEATS) 

New bottles, sippy cups or straw cups 

Bibs, baby & toddler utensils, Target gift cards  

Contact Christine Johns if you have any questions. 

Welcome to St. Peter’s  

In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray that your worship experience 
will fill you with the grace and mercy of Almighty God through his 
Holy Spirit. 
 
Newcomers and Guests 
New to St. Peter’s?  We are glad you found us.  Please check in 
with Pastor by calling or email to talk about what St. Peter’s is 
like under regular conditions and so you can be connected 
with the ministries we are holding in old and new ways during 
these social distance times. 
 

Office Hours: 
Heidi Beahm, our secretary, is in the church office Monday- 
Wednesday -Friday from 9:00 AM until Noon.   
Pastor Johns can also be reached at the church.  
Please feel free to contact us by phone or internet: 
Church Office:  724.538.5810 
Church Email:  stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net 
Pastor Email: rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com  
Church Website:  www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org 
Church Facebook Page:  St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 
Sunday Bulletin Deadline:  Wednesdays at 10:00 AM. 
Newsletter deadline:  Third Sunday of the Month 

mailto:stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net
mailto:rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com
http://www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org/

