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Prelude           Cathedral Shadows          Dennis Eliot  
 

Bell Ringing 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and 
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 

the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN: I Love Your Kingdom, Lord

 
  
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 
 

 

Your Kingdom Lord 
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KYRIE 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and 

resurrection of your Son you bring us into your kingdom of justice 

and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may 

treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

FIRST READING: 1 Kings 3:5-12 

 5At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; 
and God said, “Ask what I should give you.” 6And Solomon said, 
“You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my 
father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in 
righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you; and you 
have kept for him this great and steadfast love, and have given him 
a son to sit on his throne today. 7And now, O Lord my God, you 
have made your servant king in place of my father David, although I 
am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. 8And 
your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a 
great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or 
counted. 9Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to 
govern your people, able to discern between good and evil; for who 
can govern this your great people?” 
  10It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11God said to 
him, “Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself 
long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have asked 
for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12I now do 
according to your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning 
mind; no one like you has been before you and no one like you shall 
arise after you.” 
A: This is the Word of the Lord.   C:  Thanks be to God!  
 

PSALM 119:129-136 (Read Responsively) 
      129Your decrees are wonderful; 
  therefore I obey them with all my heart. 
 130When your word is opened it gives light; 
  it gives understanding to the simple. 
 131I open my mouth and pant 
  because I long for your commandments. 
 132Turn to me and be gracious to me, 
  as you always do to those who love your name. 
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    133Order my footsteps in your word; 
  let no iniquity have dominion over me. 
 134Rescue me from those who oppress me, 
  and I will keep your commandments. 
 135Let your face shine upon your servant 
  and teach me your statutes. 
 136My eyes shed streams of tears, 
  because people do not keep your teaching.  
 
SECOND READING: Romans 8:26-39 
26The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to 
pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too 
deep for words. 27And God, who searches the heart, knows what is 
the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints 
according to the will of God. 
  28We know that all things work together for good for those who 
love God, who are called according to his purpose. 29For those 
whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the 
image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a 
large family. 30And those whom he predestined he also called; and 
those whom he called he also justified; and those whom he 
justified he also glorified. 
  31What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, 
who is against us? 32He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave 
him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything 
else? 33Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who 
justifies. 34Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who 
was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes 
for us. 35Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will 
hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 
peril, or sword? 36As it is written, 
 “For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
  we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
 



 7 

37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him 
who loved us. 38For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.  
 A: This is the Word of the Lord.   C:  Thanks be to God! 
 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter.   
Glory to you, O Lord. 
31[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of 
heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his 
field;32it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is 
the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the 
air come and make nests in its branches.” 
  33He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like 
yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour 
until all of it was leavened.” 
  44“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which 
someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he 
has and buys that field. 
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  45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of 
fine pearls; 46on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold 
all that he had and bought it. 
  47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown 
into the sea and caught fish of every kind; 48when it was full, they 
drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw 
out the bad. 49So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will 
come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50and throw 
them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. 
  51“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52And 
he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for 
the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings 
out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 

This is the Holy Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  Be Thou My Vision  
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APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for 
the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

Merciful God, your reign is revealed to us in common things: a 
mustard shrub, a woman baking bread, a fishing net. Help your 
church witness to the surprising yet common ways you encounter 
us in daily life.  
 
The response for each petition is:                                                                  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we 
offer these prayers to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
 

We pass the peace of Christ, which is wholeness through 
reconciliation, where we are, rather than moving about to share it 
at this time, trusting the Holy Spirit, who makes us one, moves 
between us no matter the distance. 
 
OFFERING 
At this time, our offerings are made processionally, which means 
dropped into the plate located near the entrance to the picnic 
shelter before or after the worship service.  
 

Additionally, financial offerings can be dropped off at the church, 
mailed, or made electronically as we live as a community in 
diaspora.  As always, these avenues of offering are for the sake of 
serving the desire of the community to steward the gifts God has 
given us, not as a demand for your salvation. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray.  Merciful God, receive the sacrifice of our praise and 
thanksgiving, the offering of our lives, and our gifts as we are able 
to give them, that following in the way of the cross, we may know 
the joy of the resurrection; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
CANTICLE OF THANKSGIVING  
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DIALOGUE  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

THE PROPER PREFACE (It is indeed right…. join their unending hymn) 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                                           

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this in remembrance of me.  
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as our Lord taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
INSTRUCTION ON THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
At this time Pastor will take a moment to explain how the distribution of 
Holy Communion will take place from our seats.  The explanation will 
conclude with the Invitation to Communion and then we will commune. 
 

The elements of the Sacrament are offered with these words: 
The body of Christ, given for you. And The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 

For children who do not communion, lay hand(s) on each child and offer 
this or another blessing:  

“You are a treasure in God’s Kingdom and nothing can separate you 
from God’s love.” 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Let us share now in the heavenly banquet that has no end. 
 
BLESSING   
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace.   Amen.   
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.  O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us 
into your presence, nourished us with words of mercy, and fed us 
at your table. Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you 
with all our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, and 
honor the earth you have made; through Christ our Lord.  Amen.   
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BENEDICTION 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG: God of Grace and God of Glory 
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SHARING FOR SERVING: BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES AND 
MISSION NOTICES 
 

DISMISSAL  
Go in peace, serve the Lord. Thanks be to God!    
 

POSTLUDE    Epilogue of Praise Elizabeth T. VanWoert 
 

RECOGNITION OF ARTISTS: 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24133. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. 
 

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for July 

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause will support 

the Evans City Public Library. If you would like 

to support this cause, please mark the other 

line on your contribution envelope EC Library.  

 

Prayers Have Been Requested Recently For The Following 
Alfred Castile    Pam Volz 
Family of Ron Volz   Jack Lindgren 
Penny Dusenberry   David Fulghum (Glenn’s father)  
 

Please hold these members and friends of St. Peter’s in your prayers.  
 

St. Peter’s Upcoming Events: 

Daily (M-Sat.) – 11:30 am Devotions  

Tue. July 28th– 6:30 pm Scouts                

Thur. July 30th – 6 pm Softball vs. Mt. Zion 

Fri. July 31st – 7 pm Jr. SPY at Erasers 

 *Meals on Wheels donations M-F this week and next.  

The altar flowers 
are presented by Pat Painter  
In Loving Memory of the 76th 

Birthday of Bill Painter II  
(July 30th)  

 

The Eternal Candle 
Is Presented  

By Marlene Domhoff 
In Loving Memory of                         

Bob Domhoff 
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Blessed Bundles - W/ELCA is organizing an in kind collection for the 2020 

designated outreach. It will begin now for needed donations.  A bin will be located 

in the back of the picnic shelter (on Sundays) or on the table outside of the glass 

doors (near the handicapped parking lot) with a list of items needed.   

Diapers (preemie through size 7) *Needed Most! 

Wipes, Baby shampoo/wash 

Diaper Cream, Baby/Toddler toothbrushes 

Gently used baby equipment (swings, pack and play, etc. NO CAR SEATS) 

New bottles, sippy cups or straw cups 

Bibs, baby & toddler utensils, Target gift cards  

Contact Christine Johns if you have any questions. 

Sheep Flocking Fundraiser The flock of lawn ornament sheep has again 

descended on St. Peter’s, shepherded by your St. Peter’s Youth to help 

our SPY with fundraising.  St. Peter’s flock of sheep can be requested to 

visit the lawn of your choosing for only $25.  Are you sheepish about lawn 

decorations?  Then purchase insurance to try to prevent the late night 

arrival of plastic sheep in your yard.  All rates and fees are listed in the 

chart below, and go toward helping our flock of youth attend the ELCA 

National Youth Gathering hopefully in 2021.  This trip is a once-in-a-

lifetime level faith formation event that every youth should have the 

opportunity to experience, and participating in this humorous bit of 

revelry will help make that a reality for our teens.  For questions or to 

make requests or purchase insurance please contact Pastor. 

Requests 

$25 – Send a flock of sheep to the lawn of the member or 

friend of St. Peter’s of your choice 

$10 more – coverage that allows your delivery to remain anonymous 

$5 discount if your Request for flocking is made on the day of Removal 

from your lawn  

Insurance & Early Removal are additional cost  

(Refer to your July newsletter for details regarding these fundraising fees)   
 

Special Music Volunteers– Please speak to Marlene Domhoff as 
soon as possible if you are willing to share your musical talent with 
your church family and friends this summer.  



 16 

Volunteers Needed- to help cut the grass at St. Peter’s this coming 

summer.  The church owns a riding tractor, push mower, and 

trimmer.  Talk to Pastor or sign up online today to volunteer at:  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040845ABAB28A0F49-mowing  

 
 

 

 

Welcome to St. Peter’s  

In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray that your 
worship experience will fill you with the grace and 
mercy of Almighty God through his Holy Spirit. 
 

Newcomers and Guests 
New to St. Peter’s?  We are glad you found us.  Please check in 
with Pastor by calling or email to talk about what St. Peter’s is 
like under regular conditions and so you can be connected 
with the ministries we are holding in old and new ways during 
these social distance times. 
 

Office Hours: 
Heidi Beahm, our secretary, is in the church office Monday- 
Wednesday -Friday from 9:00 AM until Noon.   
Pastor Johns can also be reached at the church.  
Please feel free to contact us by phone or internet: 
Church Office:  724.538.5810 
Church Email:  stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net 
Pastor Email: rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com  
Church Website:  www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org 
Church Facebook Page:  St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 
Sunday Bulletin Deadline:  Wednesdays at 10:00 AM 

Preferred days are Friday or Saturday but a few days either 

way would still work.  WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040845ABAB28A0F49-mowing
mailto:stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net
mailto:rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com
http://www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org/

