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9:00 a.m. Worship Service 

“Take my yoke upon you and learn from me…” Mt. 11:29 
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Prelude   Festival Piece On “America, The Beautiful”   James Denton 
 

Bell Ringing 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and 
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 

the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN: Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling 

  
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
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KYRIE 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You 

have made us for yourself, and our hearts are restless until they 

rest in you. Grant that we may believe in you, call upon you, know 

you, and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord.  Amen. 
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SPECIAL MUSIC  O Beautiful for Spacious Skies  

By Marlene & Roberta Domhoff  
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
 

First Reading: Zechariah 9:9-12 

 9Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 
  Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 
 Lo, your king comes to you; 
  triumphant and victorious is he, 
 humble and riding on a donkey, 
  on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
 10He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 
  and the war-horse from Jerusalem; 
 and the battle bow shall be cut off, 
  and he shall command peace to the nations; 
 his dominion shall be from sea to sea, 
  and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
 11As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 
  I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
 12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 
  today I declare that I will restore to you double. 
A: This is the Word of the Lord.   C:  Thanks be to God!  

Psalm 145:8-14 (Read Responsively)  
 8The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, 
  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
 9LORD, you are good to all, 
  and your compassion is over all your works.  
 10All your works shall praise you, O LORD, 
  and your faithful ones shall bless you. 
 11They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom 
  and speak of your power, 
 12that all people may know of your power 
  and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 
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13Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your    
        dominion endures throughout all ages. 
  You, LORD, are faithful in all your words, and loving in all your    
        works. 
 14The Lord upholds all those who fall 
  and lifts up those who are bowed down.  
 

Second Reading: Romans 7:15-25a 
15I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, 
but I do the very thing I hate. 16Now if I do what I do not want, I 
agree that the law is good. 17But in fact it is no longer I that do it, 
but sin that dwells within me. 18For I know that nothing good dwells 
within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot 
do it. 19For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is 
what I do. 20Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do 
it, but sin that dwells within me. 
  21So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil 
lies close at hand. 22For I delight in the law of God in my inmost 
self, 23but I see in my members another law at war with the law of 
my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my 
members. 24Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this 
body of death? 25aThanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 
 A: This is the Word of the Lord.   C:  Thanks be to God! 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 7 

Gospel: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 11th chapter.   
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 16“To what will I compare this 
generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling 
to one another, 
 17‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 
  we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 
18For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a 
demon’; 19the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, 
‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and 
sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 
  25At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and 
the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 26yes, Father, for 
such was your gracious will. 27All things have been handed over to 
me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and 
no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the 
Son chooses to reveal him. 
  28“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy 
burdens, and I will give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and 
learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is 
light.” 
This is the Holy Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON  
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HYMN OF THE DAY:  What a Friend We Have in Jesus 
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APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us 

pray for our shared world. 

A brief silence. 

We pray for the church. Sustain us as we share your word. 

Embrace us as we struggle to find our common ground. Lift up 

leaders with powerful and prophetic voices. Free us from 

stagnant faith.  

 
The response for each petition is:                                                                  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
 

We pass the peace of Christ, which is wholeness through 
reconciliation, where we are, rather than moving about to share it 
at this time, trusting the Holy Spirit, who makes us one, moves 
between us no matter the distance. 
 

OFFERING 
 

Our offerings will be made processionally, which means dropped 
into the plate located in the grass area or near the entrance to the 
picnic shelter.  
 

Additionally, financial offerings can be dropped off at the church, 
mailed, or made electronically as we live as a community in 
diaspora.  As always, these avenues of offering are for the sake of 
serving the desire of the community to steward the gifts God has 
given us, not as a demand for your salvation. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray.  Merciful God, receive the sacrifice of our praise and 
thanksgiving, the offering of our lives, and our gifts as we are able 
to give them, that following in the way of the cross, we may know 
the joy of the resurrection; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
CANTICLE OF THANKSGIVING  
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DIALOGUE  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

The Proper Preface (It is indeed right…. join their unending hymn) 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                                           

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as our Lord taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
INSTRUCTION ON THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
At this time Pastor will take a moment to explain how the distribution of 
Holy Communion will take place from our seats.  The explanation will 
conclude with the Invitation to Communion and then we will commune. 
 

The elements of the Sacrament are offered with these words: 
The body of Christ, given for you. And The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 

For children who do not communion, lay hand(s) on each child and offer 
this or another blessing:  
“May God, your partner in all things, give you strength for the journey.” 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Let us share now in the heavenly banquet that has no end. 
 

BLESSING   
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace.   Amen.   
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.  O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us 
into your presence, nourished us with words of mercy, and fed us 
at your table. Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you 
with all our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, and 
honor the earth you have made; through Christ our Lord.  Amen.   
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BENEDICTION 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG: If You But Trust in God to Guide You  
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SHARING FOR SERVING: BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES AND 
MISSION NOTICES 
 
DISMISSAL  
Go in peace, serve the Lord. Thanks be to God!    
 

POSTLUDE To Our Beloved Country!    Gertrude H. Richolson 
 

RECOGNITION OF ARTISTS: 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24133. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 

 
Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for July 

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause will support 

the Evans City Public Library. If you would like 

to support this cause, please mark the other 

line on your contribution envelope EC Library.  

 
 

Prayers Have Been Requested Recently For The Following 

Joyce Hays    Bonnie Weber 
Thelma Schoeffel   Don Zinkhann  
Wendell Banyay   Carol Polite 
The Family of Sean Swedish   Sandy Zacherl 
Bob & Joan Ferringer    
Clyde Barron (4th stage cancer) and sons John & Timothy, strength     
 

Please hold these members and friends of St. Peter’s in your prayers.  
 

The Altar Flowers 
Are Presented  

By Eilene Budisky  
In Loving Memory of  

Ralph Frishkorn  

The Eternal Candle 
Is Presented  

By Marlene Domhoff 
In Loving Memory of                         

Bob Domhoff 
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Softball Games- (all games are double headers) on the Middle 
Lancaster Field, at 6:15 pm.  If you've never been there before, it's 
right off of Rt. 19 going north out of Zelienople, just past the 
Lutheran Church on your right.  Or search Bauder Park (Community 
Center Dr, Lancaster Twp, PA 16037).   All are welcome!  You can 
bring chairs to set up at a social distance or there is some bleacher 
seating as well.  Parking is permitted in the lot beside the 
community building (unless otherwise stated not to park in that 
area) and in the grass past the trees on the first base side.    
Game nights are July: 2,6,15,23,30 and Aug. 4 
 
Summer Reading Program – “Why Science and Faith Need Each 

Other” by Elaine Howard Ecklund.  The summer reading program 

begins today folllowing worship.  If you ordered a book please pick 

it up in the church office.  You can still join in at any time 

throughout the summer.    

 

Blessed Bundles  

W/ELCA is organizing an in kind collection for the 2020 designated outreach. It 

will begin now for needed donations.  A bin will be located in the back of the 

picnic shelter (on Sundays) or on the table outside of the glass doors (near the 

handicapped parking lot) with a list of items needed.   

Diapers (preemie through size 7) *Needed Most! 

Wipes  

Baby shampoo/wash 

Diaper Cream 

Baby/Toddler toothbrushes 

Gently used baby equipment (swings, pack and play, etc. NO CAR SEATS) 

New bottles, sippy cups or straw cups 

Bibs, baby & toddler utensils 

Target gift cards  

Contact Christine Johns if you have any questions. 

 

 

https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN873x7730222694263246518&id=YN873x7730222694263246518&q=Bauder+Park&name=Bauder+Park&cp=40.850921630859375%7e-80.11881256103516&ppois=40.850921630859375_-80.11881256103516_Bauder+Park&FORM=SNAPST
https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN873x7730222694263246518&id=YN873x7730222694263246518&q=Bauder+Park&name=Bauder+Park&cp=40.850921630859375%7e-80.11881256103516&ppois=40.850921630859375_-80.11881256103516_Bauder+Park&FORM=SNAPST
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Outdoor Worship Services- service will begin at 9 am, 6-foot social 

distancing will be maintained, communion will be taken in your 

seat.  If weather does not permit an outdoor service, the worship 

service will be delayed and then held online only through Facebook 

and YouTube, as we have been bringing you the service.  All 

worship services will continue to be streamed live for those who 

are not able to attend worship in person.  

Welcome to St. Peter’s  

In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray that your worship 
experience will fill you with the grace and mercy of Almighty 
God through his Holy Spirit. 
 
Newcomers and Guests 
New to St. Peter’s?  We are glad you found us.  Please 
check in with Pastor by calling or email to talk about what 
St. Peter’s is like under regular conditions and so you can 
be connected with the ministries we are holding in old 
and new ways during these social distance times. 

 
Office Hours: 
Heidi Beahm, our secretary, is in the church office 
Monday- Wednesday -Friday from 9:00 AM until Noon.   
Pastor Johns can also be reached at the church.  
Please feel free to contact us by phone or internet: 
Church Office:  724.538.5810 
Church Email:  stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net 
Pastor Email: rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com  
Church Website:  www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org 
Church Facebook Page:  St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 
Sunday Bulletin Deadline:  Wednesdays at 10:00 AM. 
Newsletter deadline:  Third Sunday of the Month 
 

mailto:stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net
mailto:rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com
http://www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org/

