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Prelude     Green Pastures A. Louis Scarmolin         
 

Bell Ringing 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and 
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 

the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN: All Are Welcome 

 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
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KYRIE 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of 
forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and 
adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
 

FIRST READING: Genesis 50:15-21 
15Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, 
“What if Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in 
full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 16So they approached 
Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, 
17‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and 
the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive 
the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept 
when they spoke to him. 18Then his brothers also wept, fell down 
before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 19But Joseph 
said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20Even 
though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, 
in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21So 
have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In 
this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God!  
 

PSALM 103:1,8-13 (Read Responsively) 

 1Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
  and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name. 
 8Lord, you are full of compassion and mercy, 
  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love; 
 9you will not always accuse us, 
  nor will you keep your anger forever. 
 10You have not dealt with us according to our sins, 
  nor repaid us according to our iniquities. 
 11For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
  so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you. 
 12As far as the east is from the west, 
  so far have you removed our transgressions from us. 
 13As a father has compassion for his children, 
  so you have compassion for those who fear you, O Lord. 
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SECOND READING: Romans 14:1-12 

 1Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of 
quarreling over opinions. 2Some believe in eating anything, while 
the weak eat only vegetables. 3Those who eat must not despise 
those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment 
on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. 4Who are you to 
pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord 
that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able 
to make them stand. 
  5Some judge one day to be better than another, while others 
judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own 
minds. 6Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. 
Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks 
to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and 
give thanks to God. 
  7We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If 
we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so 
then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to 
this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of 
both the dead and the living. 
  10Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, 
why do you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand 
before the judgment seat of God. 11For it is written,  
 “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
  and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 
12So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God! 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 18:21-35 

The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 18th chapter.   
Glory to you, O Lord. 
21Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the 
church sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as 
seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, 
seventy-seven times. 
  23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a 
king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24When he 
began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was 
brought to him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to 
be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, 
and payment to be made. 26So the slave fell on his knees before 
him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 
27And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and 
forgave him the debt. 28But that same slave, as he went out, came 
upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and 
seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29Then his 
fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with 
me, and I will pay you.’ 30But he refused; then he went and threw 
him into prison until he would pay the debt.  
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31When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were 
greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that 
had taken place. 32Then his lord summoned him and said to him, 
‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded 
with me. 33Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I 
had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord handed him over to be 
tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35So my heavenly 
Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your 
brother or sister from your heart.” 
 

This is the Holy Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON  
 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  I Come with Joy 
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APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, 
the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

You welcome us when we are weak in faith. Uphold your church 
throughout the world; make it a place of welcome. Strengthen faith 
through Bible studies and Sunday schools, confirmation classes and 
youth ministries. Nurture ministries of education and growth, 
especially our Manna Night and After School ministries. 

 

The response for each petition is:                                                                  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we 
entrust to your mercy; through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
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PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
 

We pass the peace of Christ, which is wholeness through 
reconciliation, where we are, rather than moving about to share it 
at this time, trusting the Holy Spirit, who makes us one, moves 
between us no matter the distance. 
 
OFFERING 
During social distancing protocols, our in-person offerings are made 
before or after the worship service. The offering plate is located 
near the entrance to the picnic shelter.  
 

Additionally, financial offerings can be dropped off at the church, 
mailed, or made electronically as we live as a community in 
diaspora.  As always, these avenues of offering are for the sake of 
serving the desire of the community to steward the gifts God has 
given us, not as a demand for your salvation. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray.  Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have 
set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare us for your 
heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and 
send us forth to set tables in the midst of a suffering world, 
through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

CANTICLE OF THANKSGIVING  
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DIALOGUE  
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

THE PROPER PREFACE (It is indeed right…. join their unending hymn) 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                                           

 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this in remembrance of me.  
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as our Lord taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 

INSTRUCTION ON THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
At this time Pastor will take a moment to explain how the distribution of 
Holy Communion will take place from our seats.  The explanation will 
conclude with the Invitation to Communion and then we will commune. 
 

The elements of the Sacrament are offered with these words: 
The body of Christ, given for you. And The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 

For children who do not communion, lay hand(s) on each child and offer 
this or another blessing:  

“May God’s steadfast love fill you with forgiveness for you and 
forgiveness for others. Amen.” 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Let us share now in the heavenly banquet that has no end. 
 

BLESSING   
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace.   Amen.   
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.  We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once 
again fed us with food beyond compare, the body and blood of 
Christ.  Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, into your 
beloved vineyard to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and 
thirst, guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ and led by 
the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen.   
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BENEDICTION 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG: Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee 
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SHARING FOR SERVING: BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES AND 
MISSION NOTICES 
 

DISMISSAL  
Go in peace, serve the Lord. Thanks be to God!    
 

POSTLUDE        He Is Thy Salvation   Stephen Otis   

 

RECOGNITION OF ARTISTS: 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24133. New Revised Standard Version 
Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for September  

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause will support Passavant Retirement 

Community, Zelie. If you would like to support this cause, please mark 

the other line on your contribution envelope Passavant Zelie.  
 

 
 

Prayers Have Been Requested Recently For The Following 
Jack Lindgren   Lucius Merrison 
Don Zinkhann    Michael Zilka 
Matt Morris   Nancy Painter 
Cassandra Kertz   Deb Wright 
The family of Jamain Stephen Joe Hohman 
 

Please hold these members and friends of St. Peter’s in your prayers.  
 

 

 

 

 

The Eternal Candle 
Is Presented  

In celebration of Mike Mashuda's 
birthday(14th) and in loving 

memory of my brother,           
David Brittner 

by Teresa O'Malley 

The Altar Flowers 
Are given in honor of  

Lucille Wingard  
By her Grandchildren  

& Great Grandchildren  
(Pam, Mark, Paul, Paige & Ava)  
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St. Peter’s Upcoming Events: 

Sun. Sept. 13 After Worship – Learning Ministry Meeting 

T & Th   8:30 am Devotions  

M-F  7:30 am – 6 pm After School Program       

Mon. Sept. 14 7 pm Fellowship Meeting 

Tue. Sept. 15 6:30 pm Welca General Meeting (School Kit Assembly) 

Wed. Sept. 16 7:30 pm  Zoom Bible Study 

Fri. Sept. 18 9 am – 3 pm Apple Fest  

Sat. Sept. 19  9 am – 3 pm Apple Fest             
 

 

Fall Mums – can still be ordered, forms are 

located on the welcome table near the 

entrance to the shelter.  They are due back by 

September 20th.  The mums are a fall fundraiser 

for our After School Program.   

 

Sheep Flocking Fundraiser The flock of lawn ornament sheep has 

again descended on St. Peter’s, shepherded by your St. Peter’s 

Youth to help our SPY with fundraising.  St. Peter’s flock of sheep 

can be requested to visit the lawn of your choosing for only 

$25.  Are you sheepish about lawn decorations?  Then purchase 

insurance to try to prevent the late night arrival of plastic sheep in 

your yard.  All rates and fees are listed in the chart below, and go 

toward helping our flock of youth attend the ELCA National Youth 

Gathering in 2022.  This trip is a once-in-a-lifetime level faith 

formation event that every youth should have the opportunity to 

experience, and participating in this humorous bit of revelry will 

help make that a reality for our teens.  

For questions or to make requests or 

purchase insurance please contact Pastor. 
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Welcome to St. Peter’s 

You are welcome to worship here with other 

Christians today.  In the name of Jesus Christ, 

we pray that your worship experience will fill 

you with the grace and mercy of Almighty 

God through his Holy Spirit. 

The order of worship comes from the Evangelical Lutheran 

Worship. 

 

Newcomers and Guests 

New to St. Peter’s?  We are glad you found us.  Please 

check in with Pastor by calling or email to talk about 

what St. Peter’s is like under regular conditions and so 

you can be connected with the ministries we are holding 

in old and new ways during these social distance times. 

 

Office Hours: 
 

Heidi Beahm, our secretary, is in the church office 

Monday-Friday from 9:00 AM until Noon.  Pastor Johns 

can also be reached at the church. Please feel free to 

contact us by phone or internet: 
 

Church Office:  724.538.5810 

Church Email:  stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net 

Pastor Email: rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com  

Church Website:  www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org 

Church Facebook Page:  St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 

Sunday Bulletin Deadline:  Wednesdays at 10:00 AM. 

Newsletter deadline:  Third Sunday of the Month 
 

mailto:stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net
mailto:rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com
http://www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org/

