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PRELUDE

The Cradle

Roger C. Wilson

BELL RINGING
WELCOME
LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH
Let us pray. Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe.
In your Son, Emmanuel, you have shown us your light and saved us
from the power of sin. Bless us as we light the candles on this
wreath. Increase our longing for your presence, that at the
celebration of your Son’s birth his Spirit might dwell anew in our
midst, for he is our light and our salvation. Blessed be God forever.
Amen.
The fourth candles is lit as “Light One Candle” is sung
by the 1st – 3rd Grade Sunday School Class.
ADVENT LITANY: And the Word was God
(We sing the indented lines together. For the first verse we begin after it is
played through once. Afterwards we sing immediately with the music.)

Behold, the gifts of God made flesh
To stir the heart, the soul refresh.
The presence of the Lord is known;
In Bethlehem his gift is shown.
Stir up.
Stir up your might, O God.
Let the heavens spill forth with glorious light.
Let our lives declare your heart-changing power.
Open the stable of Bethlehem to meet you.
Open our hearts with joy to greet you.
Oh, come, oh, come dear Prince of Peace;
Almighty God grant us release.
With wondrous counsel guide our way.
Eternal Father, come today!
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Stir up within the hearts of you people, O God, the love you sent,
enfleshed, to Bethlehem’s stable The love you showed at point of thorn, at snap of whip, at cruelty
of cross.
Teach us such selfless, lasting love.
Send us to love a loveless world.
Your love, O God, on earth was born,
It suffered whip and cruel thorn,
It died a crim’nal’s death and then
Your strong love rose to life again.
Four flames now burn where darkness once prevailed – a sign of light
and life and love.
Come, Lord Jesus. Come quickly.
Thus present-laden cause the shift
That changes “gifted” into “gift.”
Let us your “present presence” be Rich gifts of faith for all to see.
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you always.
And also with you!
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your
abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that would obstruct
your mercy, that willingly we may bear your redeeming love to all
the world, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
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FIRST READING: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16
1Now when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given
him rest from all his enemies around him, 2the king said to the
prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the
ark of God stays in a tent.” 3Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that
you have in mind; for the Lord is with you.”
4But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: 5Go
and tell my servant David: Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to
build me a house to live in? 6I have not lived in a house since the day
I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have
been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. 7Wherever I have
moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word
with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to
shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a
house of cedar?” 8Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant
David: Thus says the Lord of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from
following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; 9and I have
been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies
from before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name
of the great ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a place for my
people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own
place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no
more, as formerly, 11from the time that I appointed judges over my
people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies.
Moreover, the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a
house. 16Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever
before me; your throne shall be established forever.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
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PSALM 89:1-4, 19-26 (Read in Unison)
1Your love, O Lord, forever will I sing;
from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness.
2For I am persuaded that your steadfast love is established
forever;
you have set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens.
3“I have made a covenant with my chosen one;
I have sworn an oath to David my servant:
4‘I will establish your line forever,
and preserve your throne for all generations.’ ”
19You spoke once in a vision and said to your faithful people:
“I have set the crown upon a warrior and have exalted one
chosen out of the people.
20I have found David my servant;
with my holy oil have I anointed him.
21My hand will hold him fast
and my arm will make him strong.
22No enemy shall deceive him,
nor shall the wicked bring him down.
23I will crush his foes before him
and strike down those who hate him.
24My faithfulness and steadfast love are with him,
and he shall be victorious through my name.
25I will set his hand on the sea,
and his right hand on the rivers.
26He will say to me, ‘You are my father,
my God, and the rock of my salvation.’
SECOND READING: Romans 16:25-27
25Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel
and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of
the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 26but is now disclosed,
and through the prophetic writings is made known to all the
Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring
about the obedience of faith—27to the only wise God, through Jesus
Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Luke 1:26-38
The holy gospel according to Luke, the first chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
26In

the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in
Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name
was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary.
28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is
with you.” 29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered
what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, “Do not
be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And now, you
will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him
Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High,
and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David.
33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom
there will be no end.” 34Mary said to the angel, “How can this be,
since I am a virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow
you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son
of God. 36And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also
conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to
be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38Then Mary
said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according
to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.
This is the Holy Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
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HYMN OF THE DAY: My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness

7

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
God of power and might, fulfill your promise and come quickly to this
weary world. Hear our prayers for everyone in need.
A brief silence.
Gracious God, all generations call you blessed. In this holy season we
pray for our neighbors of other denominations and faiths. Inspire
the faith of their people. Cultivate understanding among us and
strengthen us in love and service to our community.
The response for each petition is:
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
SPECIAL MUSIC

Mary Did You Know?

Christine Johns

OFFERING
As we live in our current reality of a community in diaspora, financial
offerings can still be dropped off at the church, mailed, or made
electronically (tithe.ly app, etc.). As always, these avenues of offering
are for the sake of serving the desire of the community to steward the
gifts God has given us, not as a demand for your salvation. Please
remember that although we are again physically apart for a time, St.
Peter’s remains a hub of ministry and service, and relies on your ongoing
financial support to ensure our ministries of worship, faith formation,
and care for one another and our neighbor are able to continue.
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray.
Savior of the nations, come. Make your home here in us. Feed us
with your love, that our faith shine ever new and our lives reveal
your light. Amen.

9

CANTICLE OF ADVENT ANTICIPATION (to the tune of “The Doxology”)
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ADVENT ANTIPHON
O come, O Wisdom from on high, embracing all things far and nigh:
in strength and beauty come and stay;
teach us your will and guide our way.
O come, O Branch of Jesse, free your own from Satan's tyranny;
from depths of hell your people save,
and give us victory over the grave.
O come, O Key of David, come, and open wide our heavenly home;
make safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to misery.
O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer;
O Sun of justice, now draw near.
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death's dark shadow put to flight.
O come, O King of nations, come, O Cornerstone that binds in one:
refresh the hearts that long for you;
restore the broken, make us new.
(text from “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” which is based on the
“O Antiphons” of Advent from the sixth century)
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LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and help us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen.
SENDING SONG: People, Look East

SHARING FOR SERVING:
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BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES AND MISSION NOTICES
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
POSTLUDE

Joy and Praise

Janet Rand

RECOGNITION OF ARTISTS:
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24133.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for December
Our Monthly Benevolent Cause will support Bethesda Lutheran
Services. If you would like to support this cause, please mark the
other line on your contribution envelope Bethesda.

Prayers Have Been Requested Recently For The Following:
Mary Kay Hill
Heinie Raupp
Randy Marburger
Rege & Becky Rengers
Thelma Schoeffel

Evelyn Critchlow
The family of Dennis Eckstein
The Kincaid family
The Critchlow family
The family of Michael Zilka

Please hold these members and friends of St. Peter’s in your prayers.
Also, please remember those who are in need of long-term prayer
support, whose names and concerns are kept on a prayer list, which
is in the newsletter and emailed weekly.
“The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.” James 5:16
Advent Special Offering – If you make an offering this Advent using
the separate Advent envelopes, those gifts will be split between
Synod Benevolence and Priority Projects. Regular Sunday morning
envelopes function according to your direction or if undesignated
then 90% goes to Current and 10% to Synod Benevolence as normal.
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Today’s Altar Flowers
are given by
Neal & Bev Critchlow
In Loving Memory of
Lydia Grace Critchlow

The Eternal Candle
Is Presented By
Karen Ferrari
In loving memory of
Michael Ferrari

ST. PETER’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH is a
congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).

Presiding Bishop (ELCA)
Synodical Bishop (SW PA Synod)
Pastor
Music Director and Organist
Office Secretary
Sexton
Lector

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton
The Rev. Kurt A. Kusserow
The Rev. Brandon Johns
Marlene Domhoff
Heidi Beahm
Joe Ludwik
Adam Price

St. Peter’s Upcoming Events:

Sun. Dec. 20 9 am Zoom Sunday School
10:15 am Virtual Worship Service
6:30 pm Virtual Christmas Pageant Watch Party
Tue. Dec. 22 6:30 pm Scouts
Wed. Dec. 23 6:30 pm Caroling
Bible Study canceled this week (come caroling instead)
Thur. Dec. 24 7 pm Outdoor Christmas Eve Service
10 pm Virtual Christmas Eve Service
Sun. Dec. 27 No Sunday School
10:15 am Virtual Worship Service of Lessons & Carols
Sunday School Christmas Program – will be streamed through a
Zoom watch party on Sunday, December 20th at 6:30 pm. If you are
unable to join our Zoom presentation of the Nativity story, then the
YouTube link to watch the pageant at your convenience will be
emailed out afterwards.
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Christmas Eve - an abbreviated Candlelight Service with Holy
Communion will be held at our shelter at 7:00 pm and a traditional
Christmas Eve Service of the Word Incarnate will be streamed at
10:00 pm. Make plans to join us as we celebrate the birth of the
Babe of Bethlehem.
The 2021 offering envelopes - are available outside of the glass
doors now. The envelopes are numbered and dated for 2021 so
please wait to use them until the new year! Please remember to
keep your membership active a contribution and communion of
record in this calendar year or the preceding year is necessary.
Bible Study - we would love for you to join our Bible study group that
is held every Wednesday evening at 7:30 pm. (We will not have Bible
Study 12-23 as it will be a time to go Christmas caroling). What
happens at Bible study? Bible study opens with greeting one another
and prayer. Discussion is held based on the upcoming gospel reading
or lessons for the week. Fun and fellowship are key to learning
together and we would love it if you, and as many friends as you
want to bring, would join by clicking on the following link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88634175171?pwd=Q0xmanZSOXNwdF
BQZ3J1SDhwSVk0UT09

Soup Sale - will take place on Sat., Jan. 17th. Soup will be sold by the
quart for $8.00. The soup menu includes: potato, stuffed pepper,
chicken noodle, and wedding. Pre-orders are due no later than Jan.
12th and will be sold on first come first served basis. More
information is provided in the order form below.
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Welcome to St. Peter’s
In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray
that your worship experience will fill
you with the grace and mercy of
Almighty God through his Holy Spirit.

Newcomers and Guests
New to St. Peter’s? We are glad you found us. Please
check in with Pastor by calling or email to talk about what
St. Peter’s is like under regular conditions and so you can
be connected with the ministries we are holding in old and
new ways during these social distance times.

Staying in Touch:
Please feel free to contact us by phone or internet:
Church Office: 724.538.5810
Church Email: stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net
Pastor Email: rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com
Church Website: www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org
Church Facebook Page: St. Peter’s Lutheran Church

And he came to
her and said,
“Greetings,
favored one!
The Lord is
with you.”
- Luke 1:28
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