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BELL CHOIR PRELUDE   O Come All Ye Faithful  
 

BELL RINGING      
 

WELCOME 
 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH 
Let us pray.  Blessed are you, God of hosts, for you promised to send 
a son, Emmanuel, who brought your presence among us; and you 
promise through your Son Jesus to save us from our sin. As we light 
these candles, turn again to us in mercy; strengthen our faith in the 
word spoken by your prophets; restore us and give us life that we 
may be saved. Blessed be God forever.  Amen.     (All candles are lit.) 
 

GATHERING SONG:  O Come, All Ye Faithful 
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GATHERING LITANY 
Jesus, the bright Morning Star, shines light in the world. 
By day and night he shines for all to see. 
Jesus was born in the midst of injustice and poverty 
that the world may see the justice and richness of God. 
God so loved the world that God sent Jesus, 
so that all who believe in him may not perish but have eternal life. 
Jesus is the light of the world. 
Jesus is the light of our lives. 
Sing to God a new song! 
A song of hope, joy, and peace around the world. 
 
 

PEACE 
The peace of the Christ-child be with you always. And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of 
human nature and yet more wonderfully restored it. In your mercy, 
let us share the divine life of the one who came to share our 
humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

LESSONS AND CAROLS 
 

Isaiah 11:1-4,6  
1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
    and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
2 The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 
knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
3 His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 
 He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his 
 ears hear; 
4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
    and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
6 The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the 
kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child 
shall lead them. 
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Of the Father’s Love Begotten 
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Micah 5:2-5a  
 2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
    who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, 
whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 
3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
    when she who is in labor has brought forth; 
then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 
4 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, 
    in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
    to the ends of the earth; 
5 and he shall be the one of peace. 
  

O Little Town of Bethlehem  
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Luke 1:26-35, 38 

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in 
Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name 
was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was 
Mary. 28And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The 
Lord is with you." 29But she was much perplexed by his words and 
pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, 
"Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And 
now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will 
name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the 
Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his 
ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and 
of his kingdom there will be no end." 34Mary said to the angel, "How 
can this be, since I am a virgin?" 35The angel said to her, "The Holy 
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will 
be called Son of God. 38Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of 
the Lord; let it be with me according to your word." Then the angel 
departed from her.  
 

Angels, from the Realms of Glory 
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Luke 2:1-7 
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the 
world should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was 
taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own 
towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth 
in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he 
was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be 
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was 
expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to 
deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no place for them in the inn. 
 

Away in a Manger 
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Luke 2:8-16 
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood 
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 
were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for 
see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 
people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a 
child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 
praising God and saying, 
 14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among 
those whom he favors!" 
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see 
this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to 
us." 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the 
child lying in the manger. 
 

Go Tell It on the Mountain 
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Luke 2:21-35 
21After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and 
he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was 
conceived in the womb. 
22When the time came for their purification according to the law of 
Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the 
Lord 23(as it is written in the law of the Lord, "Every firstborn male 
shall be designated as holy to the Lord"), 24and they offered a 
sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, "a pair of 
turtledoves or two young pigeons." 
25Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this 
man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of 
Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26It had been revealed to 
him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had 
seen the Lord's Messiah. 
 27Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the 
parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary 
under the law, 28Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, 
saying, 

29"Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
 according to your word; 30for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
 31which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32a light 
for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel." 

 

33And the child's father and mother were amazed at what was being 
said about him. 34Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother 
Mary, "This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in 
Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35so that the inner 
thoughts of many will be revealed — and a sword will pierce your 
own soul too." 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 10 

What Child Is This 
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Matthew 2:1-12 

1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, "Where is 
the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his 
star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." 3When King 
Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 
him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the 
people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be 
born. 5They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 
written by the prophet 6'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;  for from you shall 
come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 
7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them 
the exact time when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to 
Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; and when 
you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay 
him homage." 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and 
there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, 
until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw 
that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On 
entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and 
they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure 
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And 
having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for 
their own country by another road. 
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The First Noel 
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Matthew 2:13-18 
13Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in 
a dream and said, "Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to 
Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search 
for the child, to destroy him." 14Then Joseph got up, took the child 
and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, 15and remained there 
until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by 
the Lord through the prophet, "Out of Egypt I have called my son." 
16When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was 
infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and around 
Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to the time 
that he had learned from the wise men. 17Then was fulfilled what 
had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: 18"A voice was 
heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for 
her children; she refused to be consoled, because they are no more." 
 

It Came Upon A Midnight Clear 
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Revelation 21:1-7  
1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and 
the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw 
the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 
God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a 
loud voice from the throne saying, “See, the home of God is among 
mortals. He will dwell with them as their God; they will be his 
peoples, and God himself will be with them; 4he will wipe every tear 
from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and 
pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.” 5And the 
one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things 
new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and 
true.” 6Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the 
Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as 
a gift from the spring of the water of life. 7Those who conquer will 
inherit these things, and I will be their God and they will be my 
children.  
 

BELL CHOIR   Joy to the World 
 
RESPONSIVE PRAYER 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to God’s people on earth. 
Blessed are you, Prince of peace. 
You rule the earth with truth and justice. 
Send your gift of peace to all nations of the world. 
Blessed are you, Son of Mary. 
You share our humanity. 
Have mercy on the sick, the dying, 
and all who suffer this day. 
 

(including …) 
 

Blessed are you, Son of God. 
You dwell among us as the Word made flesh. 
Reveal yourself to us in word and sacrament 
that we may bear your light to all the world. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Taught by God’s Word Incarnate, we are bold to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 

BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 
Let us bless the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, 
the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds,  
the determination of the magi, and the peace of the Christ-child. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,  

bless you now and forever. Amen.  
 

SENDING SONG:  Joy to the World 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
SHARING FOR SERVING:  
BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES AND MISSION NOTICES 
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DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Share the joy of the Messiah. Thanks be to God!    
 

POSTLUDE   The March of the Three Kings  Stewart Landon  
 

RECOGNITION OF ARTISTS: 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24133. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 
 

 
 

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for December  

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause will support Bethesda Lutheran 

Services.  If you would like to support this cause, please mark the 

other line on your contribution envelope Bethesda.  

 

 At Bethesda Lutheran Services, we provide 

promising futures for children, youth, and 

families through individualized mental and 

behavioral health services provided in a 

residential, school or community setting. 

 
Bethesda Lutheran Services is a ministry providing promising 

futures for children, youth, and families. 

 

 

 

The Eternal Candle 
Is Presented By 
Karen Ferrari 

In loving memory of  
Michael Ferrari 

 
  

Today’s altar flowers are 
given by                                 

The Lindgren Family  
in loving memory of  
Carolyn Twyman & 
Theodore Lindgren I 
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Prayers Have Been Requested Recently For The Following: 
 

Mary Kay Hill    Evelyn Critchlow 
Heinie Raupp    The family of Carma Cokovich 
Randy Marburger   Doris Smelcser 
Betty Foster     Rege & Becky Rengers 
Thelma Schoeffel   
    
 

Please hold these members and friends of St. Peter’s in your prayers.  
 

Also, please remember those who are in need of long-term prayer 
support, whose names and concerns are kept on a prayer list, which 
is in the newsletter and emailed weekly. 
 

“The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.” James 5:16 
 
 

The 2021 offering envelopes-  are now available outside of the glass 
door entry way into the church building.  Please remember to keep 
your membership active a contribution and communion of record in 
this calendar year or the preceding year is necessary.   
 

ST. PETER’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH is a 

congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).  

Presiding Bishop (ELCA)                               The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton 
Synodical Bishop (SW PA Synod)                The Rev. Kurt A. Kusserow 
Pastor                                                              The Rev. Brandon Johns 
Music Director and Organist                       Marlene Domhoff 
Office Secretary                                             Heidi Beahm 
Sexton                                                              Joe Ludwik 
Lector                                                                                                Robin Van Dyke 
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Altar Flowers - Now is the time to fill in your 2021 flower 
reservation, first come – first served.  The flower chart is online and 
can be accessed with by using the following link: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040845ABAB28A0F49-sponsors 
Or by contacting the church office to see if there is an open date for 
sponsorship. The altar flowers are $35 for two vases.  Mark an 
envelope, write FLOWERS and the amount.   
 

Eternal Candle - If you would like to sponsor the eternal candle for a 
month in 2021 you may also sign up to do that on the flower / candle 
chart that is located at the above link or by calling or emailing the 
church office.  The cost to sponsor the candle is $15.00 for the 
month and your donation can be placed in your offering envelope.  
 

Thank You - to everyone who helped in any way to provide gifts and 
gift cards for children and families at Glade Run Lutheran Services 
this Christmas season.   
 
Recipe Book - It’s not too late!!!! WELCA is assembling a St. Peter’s 
cook book and we don’t want to miss out on including your favorite 
recipe’s in the book.  Pick up a form to submit your favorites in the 
church office or contact Christine Johns for more information.  
 

Advent 

Friends 

 Our annual Advent Friend reveal 

will take place on Friday,   

January 8th at 7 pm through a 

zoom meeting. EVERYONE is 

invited to attend and listen to the 

stories of those who participated 

in Advent Friends 2020. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040845ABAB28A0F49-sponsors


 19 

 



 20 

 

Welcome to St. Peter’s  

In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray that 

your worship experience will fill you with 

the grace and mercy of Almighty God 

through his Holy Spirit. 
 

Newcomers and Guests 
 

New to St. Peter’s?  We are glad you found us.  Please 

check in with Pastor by calling or email to talk about what 

St. Peter’s is like under regular conditions and so you can 

be connected with the ministries we are holding in old and 

new ways during these social distance times. 
 

Staying in Touch: 
Please feel free to contact us by phone or internet: 

Church Office:  724.538.5810 

Church Email:  stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net 

Pastor Email: rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com  

Church Website:  www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org 

Church Facebook Page:  St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 

A special thank you 
from all of           

St. Peter’s staff 

(Pastor, Marlene, 
Joe, Heidi, & “Miss” 
Teddi for the many 

Christmas cards, 
gifts and praises of 

thanks.  We are all 
blessed to serve 
friends & family 

here at St. Peter’s. 

mailto:stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net
mailto:rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com
http://www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org/

