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PRELUDE   Verset    Stanley P. Trusselle   
BELL RINGING  
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained 
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of 

the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN: Dearest Jesus, at Your Word  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful 
redeemer, for the countless blessings and benefits you give. May we 
know you more clearly, love you more dearly, and follow you more 
nearly, day by day praising you, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

CHILDRENS MESSAGE 
 

FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 3:1-20 
1Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The 
word of the LORD was rare in those days; visions were not 
widespread. 
  2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that 
he could not see, was lying down in his room; 3the lamp of God had 
not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of 
the LORD, where the ark of God was. 4Then the LORD called, “Samuel! 
Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” 5and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I 
am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” 
So he went and lay down. 6The LORD called again, “Samuel!” Samuel 
got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But 
he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” 7Now Samuel did not 
yet know the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet been 
revealed to him. 8The LORD called Samuel again, a third time. And he 
got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then 
Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the boy. 9Therefore Eli said to 
Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, 
for your servant is listening.’ ” So Samuel went and lay down in his 
place. 
  10Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! 
Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 
11Then the LORD said to Samuel, “See, I am about to do something in 
Israel that will make both ears of anyone who hears of it tingle. 12On 
that day I will fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his 
house, from beginning to end. 13For I have told him that I am about 
to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because 
his sons were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them. 



 6 

14Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house 
shall not be expiated by sacrifice or offering forever.” 
  15Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the 
house of the LORD. Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. 16But Eli 
called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son.” He said, “Here I am.” 17Eli 
said, “What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. May 
God do so to you and more also, if you hide anything from me of all 
that he told you.” 18So Samuel told him everything and hid nothing 
from him. Then he said, “It is the LORD; let him do what seems good 
to him.” 
  19As Samuel grew up, the LORD was with him and let none of his 
words fall to the ground. 20And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba 
knew that Samuel was a trustworthy prophet of the LORD. 
This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!  
 

Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 (Read in Unison) 
1O LORD, you have searched me and known me. 
 2You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 
 you discern my thoughts from far away. 
 3You search out my path and my lying down, 
 and are acquainted with all my ways. 
 4Even before a word is on my tongue, 
 O LORD, you know it completely. 
 5You hem me in, behind and before, 
 and lay your hand upon me. 
 6Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 
 it is so high that I cannot attain it. 
 13For it was you who formed my inward parts; 
 you knit me together in my mother's womb. 
 14I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 
 Wonderful are your works; 
 that I know very well. 
 15My frame was not hidden from you, 
 when I was being made in secret, 
 intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 
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 16Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. 
 In your book were written 
 all the days that were formed for me, 
 when none of them as yet existed. 
 17How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! 
 How vast is the sum of them! 
 18I try to count them — they are more than the sand; 
 I come to the end — I am still with you. 

 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
12“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All 
things are lawful for me,” but I will not be dominated by 
anything. 13“Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for 
food,” and God will destroy both one and the other. The body is 
meant not for fornication but for the Lord, and the Lord for the 
body. 14And God raised the Lord and will also raise us by his 
power. 15Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? 
Should I therefore take the members of Christ and make them 
members of a prostitute? Never! 16Do you not know that whoever is 
united to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For it is said, “The 
two shall be one flesh.” 17But anyone united to the Lord becomes 
one spirit with him. 18Shun fornication! Every sin that a person 
commits is outside the body; but the fornicator sins against the body 
itself. 19Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy 
Spirit within you, which you have from God, and that you are not 
your own? 20For you were bought with a price; therefore glorify God 
in your body. 
This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God! 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
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GOSPEL: John 1:43-51 
The holy gospel according to John, the first chapter.   
Glory to you, O Lord. 
43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and 
said to him, “Follow me.” 44Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city 
of Andrew and Peter. 45Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We 
have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets 
wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” 46Nathanael said to him, 
“Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, 
“Come and see.” 47When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, 
he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no 
deceit!” 48Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” 
Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called 
you.” 49Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are 
the King of Israel!” 50Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told 
you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things 
than these.” 51And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see 
heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending 
upon the Son of Man.” 
This is the Holy Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
 

Come & See 
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HYMN OF THE DAY:  Here I Am, Lord 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers 
for the church, the world, and all people in need.    

A brief silence. 
For the body of Christ gathered throughout the world and for all 
servants of the gospel, that following Jesus, the church lives out its 
calling every day, let us pray. 
The response for each petition is:  Have mercy, O God. 
 

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for 
the sake of the one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Savior.  Amen. 
 

PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC     by Penelope Erin   
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OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray.  O God, receive these gifts as you receive us: like a 
mother receives her child, with arms open wide. Nourish us anew 
in your tender care, and empower us in faithful service to tend to 
others with this same love, through Jesus Christ, our saving grace. 
Amen. 
 
OFFERING SONG  

 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
Holy God, 
Light of the universe, Teacher of truth, Giver of goodness, 
we hear your Word in the scriptures, 
proclaiming to us your wisdom 
and inviting us to follow your call. 
For speaking this Word, we thank you, O God. 
We thank you, O God. 
 

Your Word came among us in Jesus, our brother, 
who preached your righteousness, healed the sick, 
and revived the brokenhearted. 
For giving us this Word, we worship you, O God. 
We worship you, O God. 
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By your Spirit, bless all who receive this Word, 
that upheld by the mystery of the body of Christ, 
we may be light for the world, 
revealing the brilliance of your Son. 
For sustaining us with your Word, we praise you, O God. 
We praise you, O God. 
 

Blessed are you, holy God, 
around us, with us, and in us, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  
Taught by God’s Word Incarnate, we are bold to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 

BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 
 

 

Hope is being able to see that  

there is light despite  

all of the darkness. 

            Desmond Tutu 
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HYMN: I Love to Tell the Story 

 
 
SHARING FOR SERVING:  
BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES AND MISSION NOTICES 
 

DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God!    
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POSTLUDE      Unto God Be the Glory        Gilbert M. Martin    
 

RECOGNITION OF ARTISTS: 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24133. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 

 

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for January  

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause will support Meals On Wheels.  If you 

would like to support this cause, please mark the other line on your 

contribution envelope Meals On Wheels.  
 

Prayers Have Been Requested Recently For The Following: 
 

Mary Kay Hill    Donna Daugherty 
Heinie Raupp    Rege & Becky Rengers 
Doris Smelcser    Thelma Schoeffel     
The Family of Vera Wahl   Mary Lee Jones 
Don Zinkhann    The Family of Zeno McElhinny  
Austin Haught     Colleen Macguire 
Loretta Savisky   Steve VanDyke 
Teresa O’Malley 
 

Please hold these members and friends of St. Peter’s in your prayers.  
 

“The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.” James 5:16 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

The Eternal Candle 
Is Presented By 

Pastor & Christine Johns 
in loving memory of  

our grandparents 

 

Today’s Altar Flowers 

are given by  
Dan & Jenn Erin 
In Honor of our                           

10th Wedding Anniversary  
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It’s Super Bowl Hoagie Fundraiser Time!   
Our after-school program is hosting this annual 
sale.   Hoagies are made on an 8 ½” bun and 
choices include:  Roast Beef, Turkey, Italian, and 
Regular (Bologna, Ham, Hard Salami, and 

American Cheese) and are sold in individual containers with lettuce, 
tomato and dressing bagged separately.  The cost is $6 per hoagie.  
All orders are due by Wednesday, January 27th and can be picked up 
at the church on Saturday, February 6th from 10 – 11 am.  Call or text 
Heidi Beahm to order 724-417-2371.  The fundraiser is sponsored by 
Thrivent Financial.   
 
Worship & Sunday School Online- will continue at least until the 
church council meets again on February 9th to discuss the current 
statistics of the pandemic and the safety of returning to in person 
worship and Sunday school.  Many things are taken into 
consideration when making these decisions including:  the best 
interest of our congregation, the statistics of those affected in our 
area, how to return:  with masks, social distancing, etc.  Please pray 
for those who are affected by the pandemic, their families, and those 
who care for people suffering from the virus.   

 
 
Many thanks to everyone who helped in any 
way to make the 2021 annual WELCA soup 
sale successful!  The sale benefits a new boiler 
to heat the church and a portion of the 
proceeds will go to the Evans City Fire 
Department.    

 
 
 
 
 



 16 

Welcome to St. Peter’s  
In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray that your worship 

experience will fill you with the grace and mercy of Almighty 

God through his Holy Spirit. 
 

Newcomers and Guests 
 

New to St. Peter’s?  We are glad you found us.  Please 

check in with Pastor by calling or email to talk about what 

St. Peter’s is like under regular conditions and so you can 

be connected with the ministries we are holding in old and 

new ways during these social distance times. 
 

Staying in Touch: 
Please feel free to contact us by phone or internet: 

Church Office:  724.538.5810 

Church Email:  stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net 

Pastor Email: rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com  

Church Website:  www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org 

Church Facebook Page:  St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 
 

mailto:stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net
mailto:rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com
http://www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org/

