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PRELUDE   By A Forest Shrine    Roy E. Nolte  
BELL RINGING  
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained 
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of 

the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN: Arise, Your Light Has Come  

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us 
in your service. Strengthen us by your Spirit, and make us worthy of 
your call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

CHILDRENS MESSAGE 

FIRST READING: Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
1The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get up, 
go to Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I 
tell you.” 3So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according to the 
word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three 
days’ walk across. 4Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s 
walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be 
overthrown!” 5And the people of Nineveh believed God; they 
proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. 
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  10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil 
ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he 
would bring upon them; and he did not do it. 
This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!  
 

Psalm 62:5-12 (Read in Unison) 
 5For God alone I wait in silence; 
  truly, my hope is in God. 
 6God alone is my rock and my salvation, 
  my stronghold, so that I shall never be shaken. 
 7In God is my deliverance and my honor; 
  God is my strong rock and my refuge. 
 8Put your trust in God always, O people, 
  pour out your hearts before the one who is our refuge.  
 9Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath;  

those of low estate cannot be trusted. 
  Placed on the scales together they weigh even less than a  
        breath. 
 10Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no empty pride; 
  though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it. 
 11God has spoken once, twice have I heard it, 
  that power belongs to God. 
 12Steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord, 
  for you repay all according to their deeds.  
 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
29Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from 
now on, let even those who have wives be as though they had 
none, 30and those who mourn as though they were not mourning, 
and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those 
who buy as though they had no possessions, 31and those who deal 
with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the 
present form of this world is passing away. 
This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God! 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

GOSPEL: Mark 1:14-20 
The holy gospel according to Mark, the first chapter.   
Glory to you, O Lord. 
14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming 
the good news of God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the 
kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good 
news.” 
 
  16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his 
brother Andrew casting a net into the sea—for they were 
fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you 
fish for people.” 18And immediately they left their nets and followed 
him. 19As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and 
his brother John, who were in their boat mending the 
nets. 20Immediately he called them; and they left their father 
Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him. 
This is the Holy Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY:  Jesus Calls Us; o’er the Tumult  
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers 
for the church, the world, and all people in need. 

A brief silence. 
For the church throughout the world, for pastors and teachers, for 
deacons and deaconesses, and for musicians and servers, that all 
proclaim the good news of God’s reconciling love, let us pray. 
The response for each petition is:  Have mercy, O God. 
 

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for 
the sake of the one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Savior. 
Amen. 
 

PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
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SPECIAL MUSIC    by Marlene & Roberta Domhoff
  
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray.  O God, receive these gifts as you receive us: like a 
mother receives her child, with arms open wide. Nourish us anew 
in your tender care, and empower us in faithful service to tend to 
others with this same love, through Jesus Christ, our saving grace. 
Amen. 
 
OFFERING SONG  

 
 

 

God gave 
first. 
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
Holy God, 
Light of the universe, Teacher of truth, Giver of goodness, 
we hear your Word in the scriptures, 
proclaiming to us your wisdom 
and inviting us to follow your call. 
For speaking this Word, we thank you, O God. 
We thank you, O God. 
 
Your Word came among us in Jesus, our brother, 
who preached your righteousness, healed the sick, 
and revived the brokenhearted. 
For giving us this Word, we worship you, O God. 
We worship you, O God. 
By your Spirit, bless all who receive this Word, 
that upheld by the mystery of the body of Christ, 
we may be light for the world, 
revealing the brilliance of your Son. 
For sustaining us with your Word, we praise you, O God. 
We praise you, O God. 
 

Blessed are you, holy God, 
around us, with us, and in us, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  
Taught by God’s Word Incarnate, we are bold to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
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BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 
 

HYMN: I WANT TO WALK AS A CHILD OF THE LIGHT  

 
 
SHARING FOR SERVING:  
BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES AND MISSION NOTICES 
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DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God!    
 
POSTLUDE      Recessional March         Lee Martin    
 

RECOGNITION OF ARTISTS: 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24133. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 

 

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for January  

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause will support Meals On Wheels.  If you 

would like to support this cause, please mark the other line on your 

contribution envelope Meals On Wheels.  
 

Prayers Have Been Requested Recently For The Following: 
 

Heinie Raupp (surgery)   Mary Fulghum  
Doris Smelcser    Dale Wagner  
Loretta Savisky   Steve VanDyke 
Teresa O’Malley (knee surgery)  The family of Julian Kiedrowski  
Liam Kelly (hospital) & family  
 

Please hold these members and friends of St. Peter’s in your prayers.  
 

“The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.” James 5:16 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

The Eternal Candle 
Is Presented By 

Pastor & Christine Johns 
in loving memory of  

our grandparents 

 

Today’s Altar Flowers 

are given by  
Troy & Beverly Barkley 

In celebration of our 61st 
wedding anniversary.  
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It’s Super Bowl Hoagie Fundraiser Time!   
Our after-school program is hosting this annual 
sale.   Hoagies are made on an 8 ½” bun and 
choices include:  Roast Beef, Turkey, Italian, and 
Regular (Bologna, Ham, Hard Salami, and 

American Cheese) and are sold in individual containers with lettuce, 
tomato and dressing bagged separately.  The cost is $6 per hoagie.  
All orders are due by Wednesday, January 27th and can be picked up 
at the church on Saturday, February 6th from 10 – 11 am.  Call or text 
Heidi Beahm to order 724-417-2371.  The fundraiser is sponsored by 
Thrivent Financial.   
 
Worship & Sunday School Online- will continue at least until the 
church council meets again on February 9th to discuss the current 
statistics of the pandemic and the safety of returning to in person 
worship and Sunday school.  Many things are taken into 
consideration when making these decisions including:  the best 
interest of our congregation, the statistics of those affected in our 
area, how to return:  with masks, social distancing, etc.  Please pray 
for those who are affected by the pandemic, their families, and those 
who care for people suffering from the virus.   
 
Member Calls – In the coming weeks our council members will be 
calling active members and friends of the congregation to check in, 
reconnect, and also seek feedback about how you are currently 
connected to the life of the community and input on how you 
envision our congregation best serving our family and neighbors in 
the coming months.  The primary goal of these calls is to maintain 
our loving connection with each other.  Additionally, your feedback 
and input will be informally gathered together with the responses 
from the rest of the calls to help give wider voice to our plans and 
decisions at February’s council meeting and beyond.   
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Shrove Tuesday – is February 16th.  Usually this is a time of pancakes, 
sausage, merry-making, and palm burning.  It still will be this year 
despite the pandemic, just in different ways.  The tradition of 
pancakes and sausage relates to households using up the baking 
items going bad by this point in winter and cooking up the sweets 
and fats before the serious days of Lent.  Although we will not enjoy 
our meal together this year, you are encouraged to keep this practice 
alive at home.  We will still have a Talent Show and Burning the 
Palms service.  However, they will be happening through Zoom.  If 
you would like to participate in the Talent Show, then you can either 
perform from home live the night on Shrove Tuesday or prerecord 
yourself and/or group and submit the recording to Pastor ahead of 
time.  Either way please let Pastor know if you will be providing joy 
to the community through an act in the Talent Show.  Please also 
remember that talent is a word we use rather loosely and everyone 
is encouraged to get in on the fun of sharing.  We could all use a little 
more joy right now and you could be the reason for someone else’s 
smile.  Our own St. Peter’s Rocks will be dancing their way to 
ingloriousness once again, with some changes for the times.  Talk to 
Pastor about joining that legendary group.  Finally, after the lights 
come down on the show, we will stay on together through Zoom to 
participate in the brief liturgy for burning palms to turn into ashes for 
Ash Wednesday.  
 

Ash Wednesday – service will be held on February 17th.  Right now 
the plan is to do so through streamed media like Sunday mornings.  
We have a container of ashes saved from last year’s palm burning 
service that we will divide into baggies ahead of time and make 
available on the table outside the glass doors.  As you worship from 
home or with another person or family in their home, during the 
Imposition of Ashes portion of the service, you will be invited to 
make the ashen sign of the cross on yourself or to share that 
responsibility with those around you.  Likewise, you may choose not 
to have ashes imposed and still participate in the service, as is always 
the case.  Please know that there may be changes or updates to this 
plan as the day gets closer.  Contact Pastor if you have any 
suggestions or questions about how to be part of this service. 
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Welcome to St. Peter’s  
In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray that your worship 

experience will fill you with the grace and mercy of Almighty 

God through his Holy Spirit. 
 

Newcomers and Guests 
 

New to St. Peter’s?  We are glad you found us.  Please 

check in with Pastor by calling or email to talk about what 

St. Peter’s is like under regular conditions and so you can 

be connected with the ministries we are holding in old and 

new ways during these social distance times. 
 

Staying in Touch: 
Please feel free to contact us by phone or internet: 

Church Office:  724.538.5810 

Church Email:  stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net 

Pastor Email: rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com  

Church Website:  www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org 

Church Facebook Page:  St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The following is page 185 from the book, The Experiment Hope, by 
Jürgen Moltmann, which was published in 1975 by Fortress Press: 

mailto:stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net
mailto:rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com
http://www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org/
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Faced with the scientific predictions of doomsday, there are those who 
believe that [humanity] is in the process of transforming [our] world 
into a living hell.  Many hearts are gripped by blind fear.  The future 
looks dark.  People don’t know where to turn; they become 
demoralized, unable to organize their lives.  Like a rabbit that sees a 
snake, they are paralyzed by their view of the future.  Some take refuge 
in enjoying the present moment; their motto is “after us, the deluge.”  
Others denounce in anger and disgust this whole rotten society.  The 
abyss of Godforsakenness and hopelessness is experienced in various 
ways, but it is always this abyss which makes [humans] experience the 
various spheres of suffering we mentioned as vicious circles from which 
there is no escape. 
 

In this context, Christian peace work means bearing witness to the 
human God who, in giving himself up to death on the cross, has suffered 
through the hell of abandonment and thereby has opened up the future 
to all who are abandoned.  Hell lies not before us but behind us.  In his 
death on the cross, he has vanquished it for us.  In the brotherhood of 
Christ, the abandoned are not abandoned but taken in and brought 
back to life. 
 

In view of the anxiety of our age, “the word about the cross” must lead 
to “giving an account of the hope.”  We give this account when we 
exorcise demons and feelings of impending doom.  Wen people are set 
free from irrational fear, from the paralysis of anxiety, form escaping 
into fantasies, from the militant urge to destroy, then they find the 
courage resolutely and patiently to do what is necessary to break the 
vicious circles we spoke of.  The demoralized society surrenders to its 
own death wish; only rebirth to living hope brings back the wish to live – 
and this is true socially and politically as well as personally. 
 

Without the hope of faith, there is no ground for hope in action.  
Without hope in action, there are no results from the hope of faith.  
Without a presence for peace in the vicious circles, giving an account of 
our hope remains abstract and of no help to anyone.  With the growth 
and spread of the hope of faith, however, all programs for peace and 
campaigns for liberation fall short of their marks, become pragmatic, 
and quickly succumb to weariness. 
 

The time for peace is obviously short.  May Christians wake up soon 
and, in this divided world, bear witness to living peace. 


