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PRELUDE       Joy of Morning   O. Scheldroup Oberg   
 

BELL RINGING    
 

The Lenten Cross Garden will grow each week as a different symbol of 
Christ is added at the foot of the cross. Its stark beauty prepares us for 
the extravagant beauty of the Resurrection Garden on Easter Morning. 
 

THORNS  Twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on his head.     
– Matthew 27:29 
Thorns are an adaptation by plants for defense, and their 
protection is used by vulnerable animals to survive.  Jesus’s thorns 
were meant to mock his royalty, but instead, God uses them as a 
part of the sovereign plan of salvation.  In Jesus’ blood freely given, 
Jesus protects us, the weak and vulnerable, from the eternal effects 
of our sin and brokenness.  
 

We pause to reflect as the crown of thorns is added to the cross garden. 
 

GATHERING LITANY 

We look to the cross of Christ and see the women, standing at a 
distance.  
 

For they had cared for him.  
 

We hear the crowds heap insults at Christ  
 

For they despised him.  
 

We witness people saying, “He saved others, but he cannot save 
himself.”  
 

But we know that by his death, we all are saved.  
 

In the cross of Christ I glory, 
Tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time. 

All the light of sacred story 
Gathers round its head sublime. 

 

We see the inscription over Jesus’head: 
 

The King of the Jews.  
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While it was placed there as a mockery,  
 

We know that it is true that he is King of all.  
 

We hear the crowd saying that Jesus is calling for Elijah.  
 

But we know that Christ is the greatest prophet of all.  
 
 

When the woes of life o’ertake me, 
Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 
Never shall the cross forsake me; 
Lo, it glows with peace and joy. 

 

The beams of the cross hold the arms of Christ.  
 

They stretch out in love toward each one of us.    
 

The other beam is planted in the ground.  
 

But it is lifted up to heaven, where we will be seated beside the 
throne of the crucified Christ.  
 

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure 
By the cross are sanctified; 

Peace is there that knows no measure, 
Joys that through all time abide.   

 

GREETING 
The grace or our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you.   
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument 
of shameful death to be for us the means of life. Grant us so to 
glory in the cross of Christ that we may gladly suffer shame and loss 
for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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FIRST READING: Genesis 17:1-8, 15-17a 
1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to 
Abram, and said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and 
be blameless. 2And I will make my covenant between me and you, 
and will make you exceedingly numerous.” 3Then Abram fell on his 
face; and God said to him, 4“As for me, this is my covenant with 
you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 5No longer 
shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I 
have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 6I will make 
you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings 
shall come from you. 7I will establish my covenant between me and 
you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for 
an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring 
after you.  And I will give to you, and to your offspring after you, 
the land where you are now an alien, all the land of Canaan, for a 
perpetual holding; and I will be their God.”  
  15God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call 
her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16I will bless her, and 
moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall 
give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.”  Then 
Abraham fell on his face and laughed. 
This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God! 
 

PSALM 22:23-31 (Read Responsively) 
 23You who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob’s line, give  
              glory. 
  Stand in awe of the LORD, all you off-spring of Israel. 
 24For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their  
             poverty; neither is the LORD‘s face hidden from them; 
  but when they cry out, the LORD hears them. 
 25From you comes my praise in the great assembly; 
  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD. 
 26The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 
  Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live  

forever!  
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 27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; 
  all the families of nations shall bow before God. 
 28For dominion belongs to the LORD, 
  who rules over the nations. 
 29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; 
  all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel 

before the LORD. 
 30Their descendants shall serve the LORD, 
  whom they shall proclaim to generations to come. 
 31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn, 
  saying to them, “The LORD has acted!”  
 

SECOND READING: Romans 4:13-25 
13The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to 
Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the 
righteousness of faith. 14If it is the adherents of the law who are to 
be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law 
brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 
  16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise 
may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not 
only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the 
faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, “I 
have made you the father of many nations”)—in the presence of 
the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls 
into existence the things that do not exist. 18Hoping against hope, 
he believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” 
according to what was said, “So numerous shall your descendants 
be.” 19He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own 
body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a 
hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of 
Sarah’s womb. 20No distrust made him waver concerning the 
promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to 
God, 21being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had 
promised. 22Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as 
righteousness.” 23Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were 
written not for his sake alone, 24but for ours also.  
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It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our 
Lord from the dead, 25who was handed over to death for our 
trespasses and was raised for our justification. 
This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God!   
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 

GOSPEL: Mark 8:31-38 
The holy gospel according to Mark, the eighth chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

31[Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo 
great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and 
the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.32He said 
all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 
him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter 
and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not 
on divine things but on human things.” 
  34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any 
want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take 
up their cross and follow me. 35For those who want to save their 
life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the 
sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain 
the whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give 
in return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of my 
words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of 
Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father 
with the holy angels.” 
 

This is the Holy Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  Beneath the Cross of Jesus   
 led by the Critchlow Family  
 
1 Beneath the cross of Jesus 
 I long to take my stand; 
 the shadow of a mighty rock 
 within a weary land, 
 a home within a wilderness, 
 a rest upon the way, 
 from the burning of the noontide heat 
 and burdens of the day. 
 
2 Upon the cross of Jesus, 
 my eye at times can see 
 the very dying form of one 
 who suffered there for me. 
 And from my contrite heart, with tears, 
 two wonders I confess: 
 the wonder of his glorious love 
 and my unworthiness. 
 
3 I take, O cross, your shadow 
 for my abiding place; 
 I ask no other sunshine than 
 the sunshine of his face; 
 content to let the world go by, 
 to know no gain nor loss, 
 my sinful self my only shame, 
 my glory all, the cross. 
 

 
 
 
 



 8 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the 
world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 
 

Your gift of grace is for all people. Give confident faith to all the 
baptized, that they may follow you wholeheartedly. Give new 
believers joy in your promises; give hope and courage to those who 
suffer for their faith.  
The response for each petition is:  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
 

We pass the peace of Christ, which is wholeness through 
reconciliation, where we are, rather than moving about to share it 
at this time, trusting the Holy Spirit, who makes us one, moves 
between us no matter the distance. 
 

OFFERING 
 

Our offerings are made processionally, which means dropped into the 
plates located near the entrances to the front and rear of the nave.  
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray.  Merciful God, receive the sacrifice of our praise and 
thanksgiving and the offering of our lives, that following in the 
way of the cross, we may know the joy of the resurrection; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

OFFERING SONG: God Gave to Me a Life to Live       
 led by the Critchlow Family  
 

1 God gave to me a life to live; 
 God gave me hands with which to give; 
 God gave a heart with which to care; 
 God gave me love that I might share. 
 

2 When I am helped to see what's good, 
 and led to do the things I should, 
 I thank you, caring God above, 
 for life and hands and heart and love. 
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DIALOGUE  
The Lord be with you.    And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.    We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

THE PROPER PREFACE (It is indeed right…. join their unending hymn) 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord remember us in your kingdom and help us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
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INSTRUCTION ON THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
At this time Pastor will take a moment to explain how the distribution of 
Holy Communion will take place from our seats.  The explanation will 
conclude with the Invitation to Communion and then we will commune. 
 

The elements of the Sacrament are offered with these words: 
The body of Christ, given for you. And The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 

For children who do not communion, lay hand(s) on each child and offer 
this or another blessing:  
“May God enrich your faith so that you follow in Jesus’ footsteps to the 
cross and beyond to eternal life.” 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Let us share now in the heavenly banquet that has no end. 
 

BLESSING   
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace.   Amen.   
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.  O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us 
into your presence, nourished us with words of mercy, and fed us 
at your table. Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you 
with all our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, and 
honor the earth you have made; through Christ our Lord.  Amen.   
 

 

BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  Amen. 
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SENDING SONG: Day by Day              led by the Critchlow Family 
 

 1 Day by day, your mercies, Lord, attend me, 
 bringing comfort to my anxious soul. 
 Day by day, the blessings, Lord, you send me 
 draw me nearer to my heav'nly goal. 
 Love divine, beyond all mortal measure, 
 brings to naught the burdens of my quest; 
 Savior, lead me to the home I treasure, 
 where at last I'll find eternal rest. 
 
2 Day by day, I know you will provide me 
 strength to serve and wisdom to obey; 
 I will seek your loving will to guide me 
 o'er the paths I struggle day by day. 
 I will fear no evil of the morrow, 
 I will trust in your enduring grace. 
 Savior, help me bear life's pain and sorrow 
 till in glory I behold your face. 
 
3 Oh, what joy to know that you are near me 
 when my burdens grow too great to bear; 
 oh, what joy to know that you will hear me 
 when I come, O Lord, to you in prayer. 
 Day by day, no matter what betide me, 
 you will hold me ever in your hand. 
 Savior, with your presence here to guide me, 
 I will reach at last the promised land. 
 
SHARING FOR SERVING:  
BIRTHDAYS AND MISSION NOTICES 
 

DISMISSAL  
Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God!    
 

POSTLUDE   Recessional March          Louise E. Stairs   
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RECOGNITION OF ARTISTS: 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24133. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 

 

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for February 

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause will support Missionary Sherri Ifft.  

 If you would like to support this cause, please mark the other line 

on your contribution envelope Sherri Ifft.  
 

Prayers Have Been Requested Recently For The Following: 
Don Zinkhann     Nancy Riedel 
Mary Fulghum   Hugh Miller 
Gini Rinkus    
The family of Jim Rape    
 

Please hold these members and friends of St. Peter’s in your 
prayers.  
 

“The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.” James 5:16 
 

Midweek Lent Services – will be held on Thursdays at 7 pm.  The 
services are in person and online through zoom and will include 
communion.  A link for the service will be emailed before the 
service.   
Fasting for Change - This Lent consider not just 
the discipline of giving something up, but also 
giving something toward.  As part of your Lenten 
journey, you are invited to donate the money you 
would have spent on what you have given up to 
Lutheran World Relief through their God’s Global 
Barnyard coinboxes program.  You will find 
coinboxes available for pickup on the table by the 
glass doors.  You may choose to donate weekly, 
or give the sum of your savings at the end of Lent.  
This is a great individual or family project to take 
on this Lenten season.    
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       St. Peter’s Annual Fish Dinner  
 

Saturday, March 13th  

4:30 until we run out 

Drive thru only 

Monetary donations are needed to make this event successful.   

See Karen Ferrari for more details.   
 

 

 

The Eternal Candle 
Is presented by  
Karen Ferrari  

In loving memory of  
Michael A. Ferrari  

Today’s Altar Flowers 

are given  
Eilene Budisky  

In honor of my grandchildren and 
great granddaughter (Rosie)   
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Return to worship - Our council has recently approved a return to 
in person Sunday school (9 am) and worship (10:15 am) for a 4 
week trial period starting Sunday, February 28th.  Social distancing 
measures will be taken and everyone in attendance will be required 
to wear masks.  Other modifications to our worship space will 
include assigned seating, hymns being sung only by volunteer 
singers (from the choir loft), using entrance/exit points closest to 
your assigned seats, and guided dismissal from church.   Seating will 
also be available in Luther Hall for anyone who does not want a 
seat in the nave during the 4 week trial period.  If you would prefer 
to sit in Luther Hall rather than the nave, please let us know ahead 
of time, but please also know that one of the four weeks you may 
be assigned to sit in Luther Hall so that everyone gets a chance to 
have a seat in the nave over the course of these 4 weeks.  Services 
will still be live-streamed for those worshiping at home. 

 

 

Everything that is 
done in this world 

is done by Hope. 

                      Martin Luther 
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Welcome to St. Peter’s  
In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray that your worship 

experience will fill you with the grace and mercy of Almighty 

God through his Holy Spirit. 
 

Newcomers and Guests 
New to St. Peter’s?  We are glad you found us.  Please 

check in with Pastor by calling or email to talk about 

what St. Peter’s is like under regular conditions and so 

you can be connected with the ministries we are holding 

in old and new ways during these social distance times. 
 

Staying in Touch: 
Please feel free to contact us by phone or internet: 

Church Office:  724.538.5810 

Church Email:  stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net 

Pastor Email: rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com  

Church Website:  www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org 

Church Facebook Page:  St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 
 

 

   HOPE is being able to see that there is LIGHT despite all of the darkness. 
Desmond Tutu 

mailto:stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net
mailto:rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com
http://www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org/

