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PRELUDE       Nearer The Cross           Roy E. Nolte     
 

BELL RINGING    
 

The Lenten Cross Garden will grow each week as a different symbol of 
Christ is added at the foot of the cross. Its stark beauty prepares us for 
the extravagant beauty of the Resurrection Garden on Easter Morning. 
 

WINE  When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished”.   
– John 19:30 

Feasts and festivities have been marked by the sharing of wine for 
millennia.  On the cross, Jesus was offered vinegar wine as an insult 
to mock his suffering.  As God’s suffering servant, Jesus bore every 
insult and pain that human sin could produce and in return, offered 
his own lifeblood so all could share in the feast without end. 
 

We pause to reflect as the wine is added to the cross garden. 
 

GATHERING LITANY       Singing by Domhoff, Merrison, & O’Malley 
 

We look to the cross on the altars, 
and we know its power in the present day. 
 

For the cross is not a relic of the past, 
but a force in us today. 
 

Let the cross be a sign that we look to  
in our communities and neighborhoods. 
 

Let the cross be a sign that we look to 
in our workplaces and homes.  
 

In the cross of Christ I glory, 
Tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time. 

All the light of sacred story 
Gathers round its head sublime. 

 

It is God’s work through the cross that has more impact in our lives 
than anything else. 
Let the cross be a constant reminder of God’s work in our lives. 



 3 

When we are frightened, 
let it bring us peace. 
 

When we are weak, 
let it keep us strong. 
 

When we are in doubt, 
let it keep us in the faith.  
 

When the woes of life o’ertake me, 
Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 
Never shall the cross forsake me; 
Lo, it glows with peace and joy. 

 

For the word of the cross if folly to those who are perishing, 
but to us who are being saved, it is the power of God. 
 

Our confidence is found in God’s work through the cross, 
and when our lives take the shape of the cross we find true 
contentment.  

 

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure 
By the cross are sanctified; 

Peace is there that knows no measure, 
Joys that through all time abide.   

 

GREETING 
The grace or our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you.   
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son 
you lifted up this fallen world and rescued us from the 
hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light, that all our deeds 
may reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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FIRST READING:  Numbers 21:4-9 
4From Mount Hor [the Israelites] set out by the way to the Red Sea, 
to go around the land of Edom; but the people became impatient 
on the way. 5The people spoke against God and against Moses, 
“Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? 
For there is no food and no water, and we detest this miserable 
food.” 6Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people, 
and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. 7The people 
came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking against 
the LORD and against you; pray to the LORD to take away the 
serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8And 
the LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a 
pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” 9So 
Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and 
whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the 
serpent of bronze and live. 
This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God! 
 

PSALM 107:1-3, 17-22 (Read Responsively) 
 1Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good, 
  for God’s mercy endures forever. 
 2Let the redeemed of the LORD proclaim 
  that God redeemed them from the hand of the foe, 
 3gathering them in from the lands; 
  from the east and from the west,  

from the north and from the south. 
 17Some were fools and took rebellious paths; 
  through their sins they were afflicted. 
 18They loathed all manner of food 
  and drew near to death’s door. 
 19Then in their trouble they cried to the LORD 
  and you delivered them from their distress. 
 20You sent forth your word and healed them 
  and rescued them from the grave. 
 21Let them give thanks to you, LORD, for your steadfast love 
  and your wonderful works for all people. 
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 22Let them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving 
  and tell of your deeds with shouts of joy.  

SECOND READING: Ephesians 2:1-10 
1You were dead through the trespasses and sins 2in which you once 
lived, following the course of this world, following the ruler of the 
power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among those who 
are disobedient. 3All of us once lived among them in the passions of 
our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were by 
nature children of wrath, like everyone else. 4But God, who is rich 
in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us 5even when 
we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with 
Christ—by grace you have been saved—6and raised us up with him 
and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so 
that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of 
his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you 
have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is 
the gift of God—9not the result of works, so that no one may 
boast. 10For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for 
good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life. 
This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God!   
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Singing by Domhoff, Merrison, & O’Malley 
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GOSPEL: John 3:14-21 
The holy gospel according to John, the third chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

[Jesus said:] 14“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever 
believes in him may have eternal life. 
  16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal 
life. 
  17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that the world might be saved through 
him. 18Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those 
who do not believe are condemned already, because they have not 
believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19And this is the 
judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved 
darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. 20For all 
who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that 
their deeds may not be exposed. 21But those who do what is true 
come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds 
have been done in God.” 
 

This is the Holy Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  My God, How Wonderful Thou Art 
Singing by Domhoff, Merrison, & O’Malley 
 

1 My God, how wonderful thou art, 
 thy majesty how bright! 
 How beautiful thy mercy seat 
 in depths of burning light! 
 

2 How wonderful, how beautiful 
 the sight of thee must be-- 
 thine endless wisdom, boundless pow'r, 
 and awesome purity! 
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3 No earthly father loves like thee; 
 no mother, e'er so mild, 
 bears and forbears as thou hast done 
 with me, thy sinful child. 
 
4 Yet I may love thee too, O Lord, 
 almighty as thou art, 
 for thou hast stooped to ask of me 
 the love of my poor heart. 
 
5 My God, how wonderful thou art, 
 thou everlasting friend! 
 On thee I stay my trusting heart 
 till faith in vision end. 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the 
world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

You sent your Son that the world might be saved through him. 
Inspire the witness of the church throughout the world. Empower 
missionaries, Bible translators, and ministries of service in your 
name. Bless our partners in ministry, and our ELCA global partner 
churches.  
 

The response for each petition is:  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
 

We pass the peace of Christ, which is wholeness through 
reconciliation, where we are, rather than moving about to share it 
at this time, trusting the Holy Spirit, who makes us one, moves 
between us no matter the distance. 
 

OFFERING 
 

Our offerings are made processionally, which means dropped into the 
plates located near the entrances to the front and rear of the nave.  
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray.  Merciful God, receive the sacrifice of our praise and 
thanksgiving and the offering of our lives, that following in the 
way of the cross, we may know the joy of the resurrection; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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OFFERING SONG: God Gave to Me a Life to Live       
 Singing by Domhoff, Merrison, & O’Malley 
 

1 God gave to me a life to live; 
 God gave me hands with which to give; 
 God gave a heart with which to care; 
 God gave me love that I might share. 
 

2 When I am helped to see what's good, 
 and led to do the things I should, 
 I thank you, caring God above, 
 for life and hands and heart and love. 
 

DIALOGUE  
The Lord be with you.     
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.     
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

THE PROPER PREFACE (It is indeed right…. join their unending hymn) 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord remember us in your kingdom and help us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
INSTRUCTION ON THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
At this time Pastor will take a moment to explain how the distribution of 
Holy Communion will take place from our seats.  The explanation will 
conclude with the Invitation to Communion and then we will commune. 
 

The elements of the Sacrament are offered with these words: 
The body of Christ, given for you. And The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 

For children who do not communion, lay hand(s) on each child and offer 
this or another blessing:  
“By the grace of God, you are saved through faith.” 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Let us share now in the heavenly banquet that has no end. 
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BLESSING   
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace.   Amen.   
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.  O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us 
into your presence, nourished us with words of mercy, and fed us 
at your table. Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you 
with all our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, and 
honor the earth you have made; through Christ our Lord.  Amen.   
 
BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  Amen. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

   HOPE is being able to see that there is LIGHT despite all of the darkness. 
Desmond Tutu 
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SENDING SONG: O God of Mercy, God of Light  
Singing by Domhoff, Merrison, & O’Malley 
 
1 O God of mercy, God of light, 
 in love and mercy infinite, 
 teach us, as ever in your sight, 
 to live our lives in you. 
 
2 You sent your Son to die for all, 
 that our lost world might hear your call; 
 oh, hear us lest we stray and fall! 
 We rest our hope in you. 
 
3 Teach us the lesson Jesus taught: 
 to feel for those his blood has bought, 
 that ev'ry deed and word and thought 
 may work a work for you. 
 
4 For all are kindred, far and wide, 
 since Jesus Christ for all has died; 
 grant us the will, and grace provide, 
 to love them all in you. 
 
5 In sickness, sorrow, want, or care, 
 may we each other's burdens share; 
 may we, where help is needed, there 
 give help as though to you. 
 
6 And may your Holy Spirit move 
 all those who live to live in love, 
 till you receive in heav'n above 
 all those who live in you. 
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SHARING FOR SERVING:  
BIRTHDAYS Singing by Domhoff, Merrison, & O’Malley 
AND MISSION NOTICES 
 

DISMISSAL  
Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God!    
 

POSTLUDE   Recessional      M. Isabelle Ritter    
 

RECOGNITION OF ARTISTS: 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24133. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 
 

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for March  
Our Monthly Benevolent Cause will support Camp Lutherlyn.  

 If you would like to support this cause, please mark the other line 

on your contribution envelope Lutherlyn.  
 

Prayers Have Been Requested Recently For The Following: 
 

Don Zinkhann     Nancy Riedel 
Mary Fulghum   The family of Hugh Miller 
Sandy & Walt Zacherl  Tony Platek 
The family of Kay Wienk Duane Mashuda 
Ricky (cancer)   David & Shirley Whittlinger 
Joyce Hays   Karen & Janice Marburger 
Jane & Heinie Raupp    
 

Please hold these members and friends of St. Peter’s in your prayers.  
 

“The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.” James 5:16 
 

 
WELCA General Meeting – Tuesday, February 16th at 7:30 pm at 
the church in Luther Hall.  Dinner will not be a part of the program 
this time, and we will focus just on the business portion of meeting. 
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Midweek Lent Services – are held on Thursdays at 7 pm.  They are 
in person and online through zoom and include communion.  A link 
for the service will be emailed before the service.   
 

Fasting for Change - This Lent consider not just 
the discipline of giving something up, but also 
giving something toward.  As part of your Lenten 
journey, you are invited to donate the money you 
would have spent on what you have given up to 
Lutheran World Relief through their God’s Global 
Barnyard coinboxes program.  You will find 
coinboxes available for pickup on the table by the 
glass doors.  You may choose to donate weekly, 
or give the sum of your savings at the end of Lent.  
This is a great individual or family project to take 
on this Lenten season.    
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The Eternal Candle 
Is presented by  

Leah Vassilaros & family 
In loving memory of 

 Dean Vassilaros 
  

Today’s Altar Flowers 

are given by 
Carol Kerr 

In loving memory of  
Floyd Reinhart     
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Game Night- will be held on Saturday, March 20th at 6:30 pm and 

we hope you can join us for a zoom trivia time!  You can invite your 

family and friends to be part of the fun as well.  A zoom link will be 

sent this coming week so you can join in the fun. 

 

Fish Fry- we thank everyone who helped in any way to make the 

fish fry possible this year.   

 

In Person Sunday School and Worship- will continue through 

March and April here at St. Peter’s.  It is EXTREMELY IMPORTANT 

that during this time you contact the church office if you plan to 

attend worship services in person so seating arrangements can be 

made.  We welcome guests during this time and offer guest seating 

in Luther Hall for each service.  However, if you plan to have family 

members or friends join you for the Easter services or any service, 

we need to know ahead of time for the purpose of planning safe 

seating for everyone.  EVERYONE needs to RSVP for Easter 

services!  Please do so ASAP as seating is limited in the nave. There 

will be two planned services at this time (7 am and 10:15 am) and 

they will be held indoor and online with the same restrictions that 

we currently have.   
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Welcome to St. Peter’s  
In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray that your worship 

experience will fill you with the grace and mercy of Almighty 

God through his Holy Spirit. 
 

Newcomers and Guests 
New to St. Peter’s?  We are glad you found us.  Please 

check in with Pastor by calling or email to talk about 

what St. Peter’s is like under regular conditions and so 

you can be connected with the ministries we are holding 

in old and new ways during these social distance times. 
 

Staying in Touch: 
Please feel free to contact us by phone or internet: 

Church Office:  724.538.5810 

Church Email:  stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net 

Pastor Email: rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com  

Church Website:  www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org 

Church Facebook Page:  St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 

 
 

 

Hope  
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