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PRELUDE       Help Me to Remember          Muriel Dillon      
 

BELL RINGING    
 

The Lenten Cross Garden will grow each week as a different symbol of 
Christ is added at the foot of the cross. Its stark beauty prepares us for 
the extravagant beauty of the Resurrection Garden on Easter Morning. 
 

LINEN  “They took the body of Jesus and bound it in linen cloths.”                              
-John 19:40    

Linen, in its finest form, was a symbol of purity, so it was used in 
service of worshipping God, from priestly garments to adorning 
worship spaces.  In death, Jesus, our great High Priest, is wrapped 
in linen, but leaves it behind to offer us new life with a robe of 
righteousness.  For this, we gladly worship Him. 
 

We pause to reflect as the linen is added to the cross garden. 
 

GATHERING LITANY        
Singing by Bonicky, Reifenstein, Van Dyke & Wearing 
 

When Jesus breathed his last on the cross, 
The curtain in the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. 
 

What had been closed off 
was now open to us. 
 

What had been only a place for God 
was now a place for all of us. 
 

In the cross of Christ I glory, 
Tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time. 

All the light of sacred story 
Gathers round its head sublime. 

 

When Jesus was crucified for our sins, 
our lives were made new. 
 

When Jesus defeated the devil on the cross, 
we no longer could be overpowered by Satan. 
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When death was overthrown by Christ on the cross, 
we no longer needed to fear the fate of death. 
 

Because death is not the end for us, 
but it is only the beginning of a new start and a new day with 
Christ in heaven.  
 

When the woes of life o’ertake me, 
Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 
Never shall the cross forsake me; 
Lo, it glows with peace and joy. 

 

Each day brings us closer to the Last Day, 
when we will all be raised to new life. 
 

Each day is a blessing from the Lord, 
who died to bless us with life yet to come. 

 

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure 
By the cross are sanctified; 

Peace is there that knows no measure, 
Joys that through all time abide.   

 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you.   
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, 
and in mercy you receive our prayers. Strengthen us to bring forth 
the fruits of the Spirit, that through life and death we may live in 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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FIRST READING:  Jeremiah 31:31-34 
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will 
not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I 
took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a 
covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says 
the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house 
of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within 
them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, 
or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, 
from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will 
forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God! 
 

PSALM 51:1-12 (Read Responsively) 
 1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
  in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 
 2Wash me through and through from my wickedness, 
  and cleanse me from my sin. 
 3For I know my offenses, 
  and my sin is ever before me. 
 4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your  
        sight; 
  so you are justified when you speak and right in your  
        judgment.  
 5Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, 
  a sinner from my mother’s womb. 
 6Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, 
  and would have me know wisdom deep within. 
 7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
  wash me, and I shall be purer than snow. 
 8Let me hear joy and gladness; 
  that the body you have broken may rejoice.  
 9Hide your face from my sins, 
  and blot out all my wickedness. 
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 10Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
  and renew a right spirit within me. 
 11Cast me not away from your presence, 
  and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
 12Restore to me the joy of your salvation 
  and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.  

SECOND READING: Hebrews 5:5-10 
5Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was 
appointed by the one who said to him, 
 “You are my Son, 
  today I have begotten you”; 
6as he says also in another place, 
 “You are a priest forever, 
  according to the order of Melchizedek.” 
  7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and 
supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the one who was able to 
save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent 
submission. 8Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through 
what he suffered; 9and having been made perfect, he became the 
source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, 10having been 
designated by God a high priest according to the order of 
Melchizedek. 
This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God!   
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
Singing by Bonicky, Reifenstein, Van Dyke & Wearing 
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GOSPEL: John 12:20-33 
The holy gospel according to John, the twelfth chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were 
some Greeks. 21They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in 
Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip went 
and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told 
Jesus. 23Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of 
Man to be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat 
falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it 
dies, it bears much fruit. 25Those who love their life lose it, and 
those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal 
life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there 
will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 
 
  27“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save 
me from this hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this 
hour. 28Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, 
“I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29The crowd standing 
there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel 
has spoken to him.” 30Jesus answered, “This voice has come for 
your sake, not for mine. 31Now is the judgment of this world; now 
the ruler of this world will be driven out. 32And I, when I am lifted 
up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33He said this to 
indicate the kind of death he was to die. 
 

This is the Holy Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY:  RESTORE IN US, O GOD 
Singing by Bonicky, Reifenstein, Van Dyke & Wearing 
 
1 Restore in us, O God, the splendor of your love; 
 renew your image in our hearts, and all our sins remove. 
 
2 O Spirit, wake in us the wonder of your pow'r; 
 from fruitless fear unfurl our lives like spring-time bud and 

flow'r. 
 
3 Bring us, O Christ, to share the fullness of your joy; 
 baptize us in the risen life that death cannot destroy. 
 
4 Three personed God, fulfill the promise of your grace, 
 that we, when all our searching ends, may see you face to face. 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the 
world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 
 

You wash us through and through and remember our sin no more. 
Make your church a community of forgiveness throughout the 
world. Give your people courage to forgive; through them show the 
world new possibilities. Bless ministries of repentance and 
reconciliation.  
 

The response for each petition is:  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
 

We pass the peace of Christ, which is wholeness through 
reconciliation, where we are, rather than moving about to share it 
at this time, trusting the Holy Spirit, who makes us one, moves 
between us no matter the distance. 
 

OFFERING 
 

Our offerings are made processionally, which means dropped into the 
plates located near the entrances to the front and rear of the nave.  
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray.  Merciful God, receive the sacrifice of our praise and 
thanksgiving and the offering of our lives, that following in the 
way of the cross, we may know the joy of the resurrection; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 
 



 9 

OFFERING SONG: God Gave to Me a Life to Live       
Singing by Bonicky, Reifenstein, Van Dyke & Wearing  
 
1 God gave to me a life to live; 
 God gave me hands with which to give; 
 God gave a heart with which to care; 
 God gave me love that I might share. 
 

2 When I am helped to see what's good, 
 and led to do the things I should, 
 I thank you, caring God above, 
 for life and hands and heart and love. 
 

DIALOGUE  
The Lord be with you.     
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.     
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

THE PROPER PREFACE (It is indeed right…. join their unending hymn) 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord remember us in your kingdom and help us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
INSTRUCTION ON THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
At this time Pastor will take a moment to explain how the distribution of 
Holy Communion will take place from our seats.  The explanation will 
conclude with the Invitation to Communion and then we will commune. 
 

The elements of the Sacrament are offered with these words: 
The body of Christ, given for you. And The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 

For children who do not communion, lay hand(s) on each child and offer 
this or another blessing:  
“Child of God, may the living Word of God be written on your heart.” 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Let us share now in the heavenly banquet that has no end. 
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BLESSING   
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace.   Amen.   
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.  O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us 
into your presence, nourished us with words of mercy, and fed us 
at your table. Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you 
with all our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, and 
honor the earth you have made; through Christ our Lord.  Amen.   
 
BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  Amen. 

 
SENDING SONG: Lift High the Cross  
Singing by Bonicky, Reifenstein, Van Dyke & Wearing 
 
Refrain 
 Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 
 till all the world adore his sacred name. 
 
1 Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod, 
 our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God.  Refrain 
 
2 All newborn servants of the Crucified 
 bear on their brows the seal of him who died.  Refrain 
 
3 O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 
 as thou hast promised, draw us all to thee.  Refrain 
 
4 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 
 praise to the Crucified for victory!  Refrain 
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SHARING FOR SERVING:  
BIRTHDAYS  
Singing by Bonicky, Reifenstein, Van Dyke & Wearing 
AND MISSION NOTICES 
 

DISMISSAL  
Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God!    
 

POSTLUDE   Paean      George Blake     
 

RECOGNITION OF ARTISTS: 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24133. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 
 

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for March  
Our Monthly Benevolent Cause will support Camp Lutherlyn.  

 If you would like to support this cause, please mark the other line 

on your contribution envelope Lutherlyn.  
 

Prayers Have Been Requested Recently For The Following: 
 

Don Zinkhann      Jane Brown  
Mary Fulghum    The family of Ann Carlson  
The family of David Whitlinger    
Karen & Janice Marburger 
 

Please hold these members and friends of St. Peter’s in your prayers.  
 

“The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.” James 5:16 
 

 
Midweek Lent Services – are held on Thursdays at 7 pm.  They are 
in person and online through zoom and include communion.  A link 
for the service will be emailed before the service.   
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Easter Egg Hunt Donations- there is a box on the reading table as 

you enter the nave from Luther Hall for donations for St. Peter’s 

Easter Egg Hunt hosted by Learning Ministry on Easter morning. This 

year we are asking for plastic eggs, small prizes, and allergy safe 

candy (individual serving size): smarties, starburst, skittles, Swedish 

fish, nerds, and any other things you can think of.  

Help Wanted: Keeping the Word Alive Vigil – Starting after the 7 pm 

Good Friday Service St. Peter’s family and friends will work as a team to 

keep a vigil until the sunrise service on Easter morning.  This a unique 

opportunity to deepen our spiritual connection to Christ, the Living Word, 

in connection with the time he spent in the tomb.  The vigil will include 

reading the Gospel of Mark as well as other devotional materials.  

The link to sign up for the vigil is  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040845ABAB28A0F49-keeping 

To make this vigil successful we need volunteers to sign up at any 

time (day or night)!  You can also sign up in Luther Hall.  The sign-up 

list will be printed for Sunday mornings to avoid someone signing 

up on line and on a sheet that we have here at church.   

 

 

The Eternal Candle 
Is presented by  

Leah Vassilaros & family 
In loving memory of 

 Dean Vassilaros 
  

Today’s Altar Flowers 

are given by 
Bea King 

In loving memory of Greg King  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040845ABAB28A0F49-keeping


 14 

In Person Sunday School and Worship- will continue through 

March and April here at St. Peter’s.  It is EXTREMELY IMPORTANT 

that during this time you contact the church office if you plan to 

attend worship services in person so seating arrangements can be 

made.  We welcome guests during this time and offer guest seating 

in Luther Hall for each service.  However, if you plan to have family 

members or friends join you for the Easter services or any service, 

we need to know ahead of time for the purpose of planning safe 

seating for everyone.  EVERYONE needs to RSVP for Easter 

services!  Please do so ASAP as seating is limited in the nave. There 

will be two planned services at this time (7 am and 10:15 am) and 

they will be held indoor and online with the same restrictions that 

we currently have.   

 

 

 

 

 

ST. PETER’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH   

is a congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod of 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). 

Presiding Bishop (ELCA) The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton 
Synodical Bishop (SW PA Synod)      The Rev. Kurt A. Kusserow 
Pastor  The Rev. Brandon Johns 
Music Director and Organist    Marlene Domhoff 
Office Secretary Heidi Beahm 
Sexton Joe Ludwik 
Lector Melissa Bonicky  
Bell Ringer Jason Plank  
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Wednesday, March 31st   7 pm   Silent Communion  
 

Thursday, April 1st   7 pm   Maundy Thurs. Service  
 

Friday, April 2nd   Noon  Cross Walk & Service 

       Callery Crestview 

    7 pm   Good Friday Service 

    (After Service) Vigil Begins  
 

Saturday, April 3rd   All Day  Vigil 
 

Sunday, April 4th   midnight- 7 am Vigil 

    7 am   Easter Sunrise Service 

    9 am   Sunday School &  

Easter Egg Hunt 

    10:15 am  Easter Festival Service  

 

      St. Peter’s Upcoming Events: 

 
Mon. – Fri.   3:30 pm After School Program 
 
Mon. Mar. 22nd  7 pm Boy Scout Meeting 
 
Tue. Mar. 23rd   7:30 pm Dorcas Circle 
 
Wed. Mar. 24th  7:30 pm Bible Study 
 
Thur. Mar. 25th  7 pm Lent Midweek Service  
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Welcome to St. Peter’s  
In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray that your worship 

experience will fill you with the grace and mercy of Almighty 

God through his Holy Spirit. 
 

Newcomers and Guests 
New to St. Peter’s?  We are glad you found us.  Please 

check in with Pastor by calling or email to talk about 

what St. Peter’s is like under regular conditions and so 

you can be connected with the ministries we are holding 

in old and new ways during these social distance times. 
 

Staying in Touch: 
Please feel free to contact us by phone or internet: 

Church Office:  724.538.5810 

Church Email:  stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net 

Pastor Email: rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com  

Church Website:  www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org 

Church Facebook Page:  St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 

    

   HOPE is being able to see that there is LIGHT despite all of the darkness. 
Desmond Tutu 

mailto:stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net
mailto:rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com
http://www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org/

