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PRELUDE    Ride On, Ride On In Majesty           Roger Wilson       

 

BELL RINGING    
 

The Lenten Cross Garden will grow each week as a different symbol of 
Christ is added at the foot of the cross. Its stark beauty prepares us for 
the extravagant beauty of the Resurrection Garden on Easter Morning. 
 

STONE  [Joseph] rolled a great stone to the entrance of the tomb.  
Matthew 27:60    

Stone has long held value as both the tools and material for 
building homes.  It was also used for putting prophets to death and 
entombing the dead.  Neither stone nor death itself can confine 
Jesus, who instead makes a rolled away stone a symbol of hope in 
an eternal home and becomes the cornerstone of our faith. 
 

We pause to reflect as stones are added to the cross garden. 
 

ACCLAMATION 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Processional Gospel: Mark 11:1-11 
The holy gospel according to Mark, the eleventh chapter.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and 
Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, [Jesus] sent two of his 
disciples 2and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and 
immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has 
never been ridden; untie it and bring it. 3If anyone says to you, 
‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it and will 
send it back here immediately.’ ” 4They went away and found a colt 
tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were untying 
it, 5some of the bystanders said to them, “What are you doing, 
untying the colt?” 6They told them what Jesus had said; and they 
allowed them to take it. 7Then they brought the colt to Jesus and 
threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it.  
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8Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread 
leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. 9Then those who 
went ahead and those who followed were shouting, “Hosanna! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
10Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! Hosanna in 
the highest heaven!” 
11Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when 
he had looked around at everything, as it was already late, he went 
out to Bethany with the twelve. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

BLESSING OF PALMS 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 

Let us pray. A brief silence is kept. 
We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior 
Jesus Christ. Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was 
proclaimed messiah and king by those who spread garments and 
branches along his way. Bless these branches and those who carry 
them. Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so 
that, joined to his death and resurrection, we enter into life with 
you; through the same Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
PROCESSION 
Let us go forth in peace, in the name of Christ. Amen.  
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PROCESSIONAL HYMN: All Glory, Laud, and Honor  

Singing by Acre, Critchlow, Critchlow, & King  

Refrain 

 All glory, laud, and honor 
 to you, redeemer, king, 
 to whom the lips of children 
 made sweet hosannas ring. 
 
1 You are the king of Israel 
 and David's royal Son, 
 now in the Lord's name coming, 
 our King and Blessed One.  Refrain 
 
2 The company of angels  
 are praising you on high; 
 creation and all mortals  
 in chorus make reply.  Refrain 
 
3 The multitude of pilgrims 
 with palms before you went; 
 our praise and prayer and anthems 
 before you we present.  Refrain 
 
4 To you, before your passion, 
 they sang their hymns of praise. 
 To you, now high exalted, 
 our melody we raise.  Refrain 
 
5 Their praises you accepted; 
 accept the prayers we bring, 
 great author of all goodness, 
 O good and gracious King.  Refrain 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray.  Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human 
race you sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take on our nature and to 
suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to share in his 
obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his 
resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

CHILDRENS MESSAGE 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 50:4-9a 
4The Lord GOD has given me 
  the tongue of a teacher, 
 that I may know how to sustain 
  the weary with a word. 
 Morning by morning he wakens— 
  wakens my ear 
  to listen as those who are taught. 
 5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 
  and I was not rebellious, 
  I did not turn backward. 
 6I gave my back to those who struck me, 
  and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 
 I did not hide my face 
  from insult and spitting. 
   7The Lord GOD helps me; 
  therefore I have not been disgraced; 
 therefore I have set my face like flint, 
  and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 
  8he who vindicates me is near. 
 Who will contend with me? 
  Let us stand up together. 
 Who are my adversaries? 
  Let them confront me. 
 9aIt is the Lord GOD who helps me; 
  who will declare me guilty? 
This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God!  
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Psalm 31:9-16 (Read Responsively) 
9Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble; 
  my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my  
           belly. 
10For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing; 
  my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are  
            consumed. 
11I am the scorn of my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a  
            dismay to my acquaintances; 
      when they see me in the street they avoid me. 
12Like the dead I am forgotten, out of mind;  
       I am as useless as a broken pot.  
13For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around;  
        they put their heads together against me; 
            they plot to take my life. 
14But as for me, I have trusted in you, O LORD.  
         I have said, “You are my God. 
15My times are in your hand; 
  rescue me from the hand of my enemies,  
             and from those who persecute me. 
16Let your face shine upon your servant;  
         save me in your steadfast love.”  
 

Second Reading: Philippians 2:5-11 
5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, though 
he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as 
something to be exploited, 7but emptied himself, taking the form of 
a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human 
form, 8he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of 
death— even death on a cross. 9Therefore God also highly exalted 
him and gave him the name that is above every name,10so that at 
the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth 
and under the earth, 11and every tongue should confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!   
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SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY:  GO TO DARK GETHSEMANE 
Singing by Acre, Critchlow, Critchlow, & King  
 

1 Go to dark Gethsemane, 
 all who feel the tempter's pow'r; 
 your Redeemer's conflict see. 
 Watch with him one bitter hour; 
 turn not from his griefs away; 
 learn from Jesus Christ to pray. 
 

2 Follow to the judgment hall, 
 view the Lord of life arraigned; 
 oh, the wormwood and the gall! 
 Oh, the pangs his soul sustained! 
 Shun not suff'ring, shame, or loss; 
 learn from him to bear the cross. 
 

3 Calv'ry's mournful mountain climb; 
 there, adoring at his feet, 
 mark that miracle of time, 
 God's own sacrifice complete. 
 "It is finished!" hear him cry; 
 learn from Jesus Christ to die. 
 

4 Early hasten to the tomb, 
 where they laid his breathless clay; 
 all is solitude and gloom. 
 Who has taken him away? 
 Christ is ris'n! He meets our eyes. 
 Savior, teach us so to rise. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the 
world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 
In Jesus you came among us as a suffering servant. Give your 
church humility. Redeem your people from pride and the certainty 
that we always know your will. Heal us and empower us to confess 
Christ crucified.  
 
The response for each petition is:  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
 

We pass the peace of Christ, which is wholeness through 
reconciliation, where we are, rather than moving about to share it 
at this time, trusting the Holy Spirit, who makes us one, moves 
between us no matter the distance. 
 

OFFERING 
 

Our offerings are made processionally, which means dropped into the 
plates located near the entrances to the front and rear of the nave.  
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray.  Merciful God, receive the sacrifice of our praise and 
thanksgiving and the offering of our lives, that following in the 
way of the cross, we may know the joy of the resurrection; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
OFFERING SONG: God Gave to Me a Life to Live       
Singing by Acre, Critchlow, Critchlow, & King  
 

1 God gave to me a life to live; 
 God gave me hands with which to give; 
 God gave a heart with which to care; 
 God gave me love that I might share. 
 

2 When I am helped to see what's good, 
 and led to do the things I should, 
 I thank you, caring God above, 
 for life and hands and heart and love. 
 

DIALOGUE  
The Lord be with you.     
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.     
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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THE PROPER PREFACE (It is indeed right…. join their unending hymn) 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord remember us in your kingdom and help us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
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INSTRUCTION ON THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
At this time Pastor will take a moment to explain how the distribution of 
Holy Communion will take place from our seats.  The explanation will 
conclude with the Invitation to Communion and then we will commune. 
 

The elements of the Sacrament are offered with these words: 
The body of Christ, given for you. And The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 

For children who do not communion, lay hand(s) on each child and offer 
this or another blessing:  
“May God’s face shine upon you, God’s servant, and save you 
with steadfast love.” 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Let us share now in the heavenly banquet that has no end. 
 

BLESSING   
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace.   Amen.   
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.  O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us 
into your presence, nourished us with words of mercy, and fed us 
at your table. Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you 
with all our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, and 
honor the earth you have made; through Christ our Lord.  Amen.   
 
BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN: Jesus Remember Me (Sung three times)  
Singing by Acre, Critchlow, Critchlow, & King  
 

Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. 
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. 
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SHARING FOR SERVING:  
BIRTHDAYS  
Singing by Acre, Critchlow, Critchlow, & King  
AND MISSION NOTICES 
 

DISMISSAL  
Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God!    
 
POSTLUDE  With Palms Before Him      Chester Nordman 
 

RECOGNITION OF ARTISTS: 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24133. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 
 

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for March  
Our Monthly Benevolent Cause will support Camp Lutherlyn.  

 If you would like to support this cause, please mark the other line 

on your contribution envelope Lutherlyn.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 7:  Manna Night Returns!   
5:30 – 7:15 pm dinner will be served at the start of the evening 
followed by story time, games, and crafts.  Grades K-6 are 
welcome and younger children accompanied by an adult.  We 
will meet outside near the handicapped parking lot and will 
close the evening in the picnic shelter.   
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Prayers Have Been Requested Recently For The Following: 
 

Don Zinkhann      Jane Brown  
Mary Fulghum    Chuck Cahall   
The family of Scott Burns  John Barron   
Karen & Janice Marburger  Ricky Benson (surgery) 
Sandy & Walt Zacherl   Dan Brittner 
The family of Jacob Herrit  Doug Nordman 
The Family of Clayton Spithaler Colleen Prenovitz  
Lou Sober    Bonnie Hoerner  
 

Please hold these members and friends of St. Peter’s in your prayers.  
 

“The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.” James 5:16 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                       

Easter Egg Hunt Donations- there is a box on the reading table as 

you enter the nave from Luther Hall for donations for St. Peter’s 

Easter Egg Hunt hosted by Learning Ministry on Easter morning. This 

year we are asking for plastic eggs, small prizes, and allergy safe 

candy (individual serving size): smarties, starburst, skittles, Swedish 

fish, nerds, and any other things you can think of.  

 

 

The Eternal Candle 
Is presented by  

Leah Vassilaros & family 
In loving memory of 

 Dean Vassilaros 
  

Today’s Altar Flowers 

are given by 
Leah Vassilaros & Family  
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Help Wanted: Keeping the Word Alive Vigil – Starting after the 7 pm 

Good Friday Service St. Peter’s family and friends will work as a team to 

keep a vigil until the sunrise service on Easter morning.  This a unique 

opportunity to deepen our spiritual connection to Christ, the Living Word, 

in connection with the time he spent in the tomb.  The vigil will include 

reading the Gospel of Mark as well as other devotional materials.  

The link to sign up for the vigil is  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040845ABAB28A0F49-keeping 

To make this vigil successful we need volunteers to sign up at any 

time (day or night)!  You can also sign up in Luther Hall.  The sign-up 

list will be printed for Sunday mornings to avoid someone signing 

up on line and on a sheet that we have here at church.   

In Person Sunday School and Worship- will continue through 

March and April here at St. Peter’s.  It is EXTREMELY IMPORTANT 

that during this time you contact the church office if you plan to 

attend worship services in person so seating arrangements can be 

made.  We welcome guests during this time and offer guest seating 

in Luther Hall for each service.  However, if you plan to have family 

members or friends join you for the Easter services or any service, 

we need to know ahead of time for the purpose of planning safe 

seating for everyone.  EVERYONE needs to RSVP for Easter 

services!  Please do so ASAP as seating is limited in the nave. There 

will be two planned services at this time (7 am and 10:15 am) and 

they will be held indoor and online with the same restrictions that 

we currently have.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040845ABAB28A0F49-keeping
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ST. PETER’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH   

is a congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod of 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). 

Presiding Bishop (ELCA) The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton 
Synodical Bishop (SW PA Synod)      The Rev. Kurt A. Kusserow 
Pastor  The Rev. Brandon Johns 
Music Director and Organist    Marlene Domhoff 
Office Secretary Heidi Beahm 
Sexton Joe Ludwik 
Lector Melissa Bonicky  
Bell Ringer Dan Erin  

 

 
 

Wednesday, March 31st   7 pm   Silent Communion  
 

Thursday, April 1st   7 pm   Maundy Thurs. Service  
 

Friday, April 2nd   Noon  Cross Walk & Service 

       Callery Crestview 

    7 pm   Good Friday Service 

    (After Service) Vigil Begins  
 

Saturday, April 3rd   All Day  Vigil 
 

Sunday, April 4th   midnight- 7 am Vigil 

    7 am   Easter Sunrise Service 

    9 am   Sunday School &  

Easter Egg Hunt 

    10:15 am  Easter Festival Service  
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Welcome to St. Peter’s  
In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray that your worship 

experience will fill you with the grace and mercy of Almighty 

God through his Holy Spirit. 
 

Newcomers and Guests 
New to St. Peter’s?  We are glad you found us.  Please 

check in with Pastor by calling or email to talk about 

what St. Peter’s is like under regular conditions and so 

you can be connected with the ministries we are holding 

in old and new ways during these social distance times. 
 

Staying in Touch: 
Please feel free to contact us by phone or internet: 

Church Office:  724.538.5810 

Church Email:  stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net 

Pastor Email: rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com  

Church Website:  www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org 

Church Facebook Page:  St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 
 

    

   HOPE is being able to see that there is LIGHT despite all of the darkness. 
Desmond Tutu 

mailto:stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net
mailto:rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com
http://www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org/

