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PRELUDE       Lenten Meditation          May F. Lawrence    
 

BELL RINGING    
 

The Lenten Cross Garden will grow each week as a different symbol of 
Christ is added at the foot of the cross. Its stark beauty prepares us for 
the extravagant beauty of the Resurrection Garden on Easter Morning. 
 

NAILS    There they crucified him.  – John 19:18 
Nails are meant to hold things together, useful in building.  Rome 
twisted their purpose for torment, holding flesh and wood together 
for pain.  Jesus repurposed those nails, though, taking our pain of 
sin into his own, so that God and humanity, through the cross and 
its nails, might be joined together for all eternity. 
 

We pause to reflect as the nails are added to the cross garden. 
 

GATHERING LITANY       Singing by Brosius, Flach, Domhoff  
 

We look to the cross this Lent and see forgiveness found.  
Jesus said, “Forgive them Father for they know not what they do.” 
 

We look to the cross and see paradise found.  
Jesus said to the repentant thief, “Today you will be with me in 
paradise.”  
 

We are forgiven of all our sins  
because of the cross.  
 

We have heaven to look forward to  
because of the cross.    
 

In the cross of Christ I glory, 
Tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time. 

All the light of sacred story 
Gathers round its head sublime. 

 

We hear a centurion say of our savior, 
“Surely he was the Son of God.”  
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It is this that we believe.  
It is this that we live.  
 

Only by his blood  
Do we have salvation.  
 

Only by his death  
Do we have salvation.  
 

Only by his death 
Do we have life. 
 

Only through the Son 
Do we have a way to the Father. 
 

Only through the cross 
Do we have resurrection.  
 

When the woes of life o’ertake me, 
Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 
Never shall the cross forsake me; 
Lo, it glows with peace and joy. 

 
 

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure 
By the cross are sanctified; 

Peace is there that knows no measure, 
Joys that through all time abide.   

 

GREETING 
The grace or our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you.   
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live 
faithfully and act courageously. Keep us steadfast in your covenant 
of grace, and teach us the wisdom that comes only through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

FIRST READING: Exodus 20:1-17 
1God spoke all these words: 
  2I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the house of slavery; 3you shall have no other gods 
before me. 
  4You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of 
anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or 
that is in the water under the earth. 5You shall not bow down to 
them or worship them; for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, 
punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the 
fourth generation of those who reject me, 6but showing steadfast 
love to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep 
my commandments. 
  7You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your 
God, for the LORD will not acquit anyone who misuses his name. 
  8Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9Six days you shall 
labor and do all your work. 10But the seventh day is a sabbath to 
the LORD your God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or 
your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the 
alien resident in your towns. 11For in six days the LORD made heaven 
and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh 
day; therefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. 
  12Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be 
long in the land that the LORD your God is giving you. 
  13You shall not murder. 
  14You shall not commit adultery. 
  15You shall not steal. 
  16You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
  17You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet 
your neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or 
anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God! 
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PSALM 19 (Read Responsively) 
1The heavens declare the glory of God, 
 and the sky proclaims its maker’s handiwork. 
2One day tells its tale to another, 
 and one night imparts knowledge to another. 
3Although they have no words or language, 
 and their voices are not heard, 
4their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to             
    the ends of the world, where God has pitched a tent for the sun. 
5It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; 
 it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 
6It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs  
        about to the end of it again; 
 nothing is hidden from its burning heat.  
7The teaching of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; 
 the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the  
        simple. 
8The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; 
 the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the  
        eyes. 
9The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever; 
 the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 
10More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine  
      gold, sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.  
11By them also is your servant enlightened, 
   and in keeping them there is great reward. 
12Who can detect one’s own offenses? 
   Cleanse me from my secret faults. 
13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them  
      not get dominion over me; 
 then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great  
        offense. 
14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be   
        acceptable in your sight, 
 O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.  
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SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of 
God. 19For it is written, 
 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the 
debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the 
world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know 
God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our 
proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs 
and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a 
stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those 
who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God 
and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than 
human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human 
strength. 
This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God!   
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Singing by Brosius, Flach, Domhoff 
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GOSPEL: John 2:13-22 
The holy gospel according to John, the second chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

13The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem. 14In the temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, 
and doves, and the money changers seated at their 
tables. 15Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the 
temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins 
of the money changers and overturned their tables. 16He told those 
who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop 
making my Father’s house a marketplace!” 17His disciples 
remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume 
me.” 18The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show us for 
doing this?” 19Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in 
three days I will raise it up.” 20The Jews then said, “This temple has 
been under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up 
in three days?” 21But he was speaking of the temple of his 
body. 22After he was raised from the dead, his disciples 
remembered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture 
and the word that Jesus had spoken. 
 

This is the Holy Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY:  Built on a Rock   
Singing by Brosius, Flach, Domhoff 
 
1 Built on a rock the church shall stand, 
 even when steeples are falling; 
 crumbled have spires in ev'ry land, 
 bells still are chiming and calling— 
 calling the young and old to rest, 
 calling the souls of those distressed, 
 longing for life everlasting. 
 
2 Surely, in temples made with hands 
 God the Most High is not dwelling— 
 high in the heav'ns his temple stands, 
 all earthly temples excelling. 
 Yet he who dwells in heav'n above 
 deigns to abide with us in love, 
 making our bodies his temple. 
 
3 Christ builds a house of living stones: 
 we are his own habitation; 
 he fills our hearts, his humble thrones, 
 granting us life and salvation. 
 Where two or three will seek his face, 
 he in their midst will show his grace, 
 blessings upon them bestowing. 
 
4 Yet in this house, an earthly frame, 
 Jesus the children is blessing; 
 hither we come to praise his name, 
 faith in our Savior confessing. 
 Jesus to us his Spirit sent, 
 making with us his covenant, 
 granting his children the kingdom. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the 
world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 
There is no God before you. Purify the faith of your church, that 
your people place their trust in nothing beside you. Your name is 
holy. Guide your church, that in every situation your people’s words 
and actions honor your name.  
 

The response for each petition is:  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
 

We pass the peace of Christ, which is wholeness through 
reconciliation, where we are, rather than moving about to share it 
at this time, trusting the Holy Spirit, who makes us one, moves 
between us no matter the distance. 
 

OFFERING 
 

Our offerings are made processionally, which means dropped into the 
plates located near the entrances to the front and rear of the nave.  
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray.  Merciful God, receive the sacrifice of our praise and 
thanksgiving and the offering of our lives, that following in the 
way of the cross, we may know the joy of the resurrection; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

OFFERING SONG: God Gave to Me a Life to Live       
 Singing by Brosius, Flach, Domhoff 
 

1 God gave to me a life to live; 
 God gave me hands with which to give; 
 God gave a heart with which to care; 
 God gave me love that I might share. 
 

2 When I am helped to see what's good, 
 and led to do the things I should, 
 I thank you, caring God above, 
 for life and hands and heart and love. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 11 

DIALOGUE  
The Lord be with you.    And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.    We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

THE PROPER PREFACE (It is indeed right…. join their unending hymn) 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord remember us in your kingdom and help us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
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INSTRUCTION ON THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
At this time Pastor will take a moment to explain how the distribution of 
Holy Communion will take place from our seats.  The explanation will 
conclude with the Invitation to Communion and then we will commune. 
 

The elements of the Sacrament are offered with these words: 
The body of Christ, given for you. And The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 

For children who do not communion, lay hand(s) on each child and offer 
this or another blessing:  
“May your heart be filled with the love and grace of God.” 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Let us share now in the heavenly banquet that has no end. 
 

BLESSING   
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace.   Amen.   
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.  O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us 
into your presence, nourished us with words of mercy, and fed us 
at your table. Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you 
with all our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, and 
honor the earth you have made; through Christ our Lord.  Amen.   
 

BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  Amen. 
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SENDING SONG: Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways               
Singing by Brosius, Flach, Domhoff 
 

1 Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways 
 to keep his statutes still! 
 Oh, that my God would grant me grace 
 to know and do his will! 
 
2 Order my footsteps by your word 
 and make my heart sincere; 
 let sin have no dominion, Lord, 
 but keep my conscience clear. 
 
3 Assist my soul, too apt to stray, 
 a stricter watch to keep; 
 and should I e'er forget your way, 
 restore your wand'ring sheep. 
 
4 Make me to walk in your commands, 
 'tis a delightful road; 
 nor let my head or heart or hands 
 offend against my God. 
 
SHARING FOR SERVING:  
BIRTHDAYS Singing by Brosius, Flach, Domhoff 
AND MISSION NOTICES 
 

DISMISSAL  
Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God!    
 

POSTLUDE  Praise, O Christ, To Thee    Stanley P. Trusselle   
 

RECOGNITION OF ARTISTS: 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24133. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 
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Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for March  
Our Monthly Benevolent Cause will support Camp Lutherlyn.  

 If you would like to support this cause, please mark the other line 

on your contribution envelope Lutherlyn.  
 

Prayers Have Been Requested Recently For The Following: 
Don Zinkhann     Nancy Riedel 
Mary Fulghum   Hugh Miller 
Gini Rinkus    Sandy & Walt Zacherl 
The family of Helen Bird  The family of Matt Paladino 
The family of Billy Glasser Ricky (cancer) 
Joyce Hays   Tony Platek 
Jane & Heinie Raupp  
 

Please hold these members and friends of St. Peter’s in your prayers.  
 

“The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.” James 5:16 
 

Midweek Lent Services – are held on Thursdays at 7 pm.  They are 
in person and online through zoom and include communion.  A link 
for the service will be emailed before the service.   
 

Fasting for Change - This Lent consider not just 
the discipline of giving something up, but also 
giving something toward.  As part of your Lenten 
journey, you are invited to donate the money you 
would have spent on what you have given up to 
Lutheran World Relief through their God’s Global 
Barnyard coinboxes program.  You will find 
coinboxes available for pickup on the table by the 
glass doors.  You may choose to donate weekly, 
or give the sum of your savings at the end of Lent.  
This is a great individual or family project to take 
on this Lenten season.    
 

 
 
 
 

Today’s Altar Flowers 

are given by 
The Ainsworth, Beahm, Plank Families 

In honor of the 75th birthday of  
Mary Jane Raupp    
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       St. Peter’s Annual Fish Dinner  
 

Saturday, March 13th  

4:30 until we run out 

Drive thru only 

Monetary donations are needed to make this event successful.   

See Karen Ferrari for more details.   

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

The Eternal Candle 
Is presented by  

Leah Vassilaros & family 
In loving memory of 

 Dean Vassilaros 
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Welcome to St. Peter’s  
In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray that your worship 

experience will fill you with the grace and mercy of Almighty 

God through his Holy Spirit. 
 

Newcomers and Guests 
New to St. Peter’s?  We are glad you found us.  Please 

check in with Pastor by calling or email to talk about 

what St. Peter’s is like under regular conditions and so 

you can be connected with the ministries we are holding 

in old and new ways during these social distance times. 
 

Staying in Touch: 
Please feel free to contact us by phone or internet: 

Church Office:  724.538.5810 

Church Email:  stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net 

Pastor Email: rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com  

Church Website:  www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org 

Church Facebook Page:  St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 
 

 

   HOPE is being able to see that there is LIGHT despite all of the darkness. 
Desmond Tutu 

mailto:stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net
mailto:rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com
http://www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org/

