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Prelude          Yes, I Know My Savior Lives           Lani Smith    
 

Bell Ringing 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENES 
 

Trusting in the word of life given in baptism,  
we are gathered in the name of the Father,  
and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
Amen. 
 

If we say we have no sin,  
we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  
If we confess our sins,  
God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins  
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 
 

Loving God, 
have mercy on us.   
We confess that we have turned from you  
and given ourselves over to the ways that lead to death.   
In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown,  
things we have done and things we have failed to do.   
Let your Holy Spirit work in us  
to change our lives and make us new,  
that we may know the abundant life given in Jesus Christ,  
our risen Lord.  Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy,  
loved us even when we were dead in sin,  
and made us alive together with Christ.  
By grace you have been saved.  

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.  
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,  
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN: Come Your Faithful, Raise the Strain 
(Sung by Choir) 
 

1 Come, you faithful, raise the strain of triumphant gladness! 
 God has brought forth Israel into joy from sadness, 
 loosed from Pharaoh's bitter yoke Jacob's sons and daughters; 
 led them with unmoistened foot through the Red Sea waters. 
 
2 'Tis the spring of souls today: Christ has burst his prison, 
 and from three days' sleep in death as a sun has risen. 
 All the winter of our sins, long and dark, is flying 
 from the Light to whom we give laud and praise undying. 
 
3 Now the queen of seasons, bright with the day of splendor, 
 with the royal feast of feasts comes its joy to render; 
 comes to glad Jerusalem, who with true affection 
 welcomes in unwearied strain Jesus' resurrection! 
 
4 Neither could the gates of death, nor the tomb's dark portal, 
 nor the watchers, nor the seal hold you as a mortal: 
 but today, among your own, you appear, bestowing 
 your deep peace, which evermore passes human knowing.  
 
5 Alleluia! now we cry to our Lord immortal, 
 who triumphant burst the bars of the tomb's dark portal; 
 Alleluia! with the Son God the Father praising; 
 Alleluia! yet again to the Spirit raising. 
 

 
GREETING 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and 

you adopt us to be your children. Fill us with your words of life, that 

we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

SPECIAL MUSIC        by Robin VanDyke  

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

FIRST READING: Acts 3:11-21 
11While [the man who had been healed] clung to Peter and John, all 
the people ran together to them in the portico called Solomon’s 
Portico, utterly astonished. 12When Peter saw it, he addressed the 
people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you 
stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him 
walk?13The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, 
whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, 
though he had decided to release him. 14But you rejected the Holy 
and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to 
you, 15and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the 
dead. To this we are witnesses. 16And by faith in his name, his name 
itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the 
faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the 
presence of all of you. 
  17“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did 
also your rulers. 18In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold 
through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. 19Repent 
therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out, 20so 
that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, 
and that he may send the Messiah appointed for you, that is, Jesus, 
21who must remain in heaven until the time of universal restoration 
that God announced long ago through his holy prophets.” 
This is the Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God!  
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PSALM 4 (Read Responsively) 
 1Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; 
  you set me free when I was in distress; have mercy on me   
           and hear my prayer. 
 2“You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; 
  how long will you love illusions and seek after lies?” 
 3Know that the LORD does wonders for the faithful; 
  the LORD will hear me when I call. 
 4Tremble, then, and do not sin; 
  speak to your heart in silence upon your bed.  
 5Offer the appointed sacrifices, 
  and put your trust in the LORD. 
 6Many are saying, “Who will show us any good?” 
  Let the light of your face shine upon us, O LORD. 
 7You have put gladness in my heart, 
  more than when grain and wine abound. 
 8In peace, I will lie down and sleep; 
  for you alone, O LORD, make me rest secure.  
 

SECOND READING: 1 John 3:1-7 
1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called 
children of God; and that is what we are. The reason the world 
does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are 
God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. 
What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, 
for we will see him as he is. 3And all who have this hope in him 
purify themselves, just as he is pure. 
  4Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is 
lawlessness. 5You know that he was revealed to take away sins, and 
in him there is no sin. 6No one who abides in him sins; no one who 
sins has either seen him or known him. 7Little children, let no one 
deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as 
he is righteous. This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God! 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Sung by Choir) 
(The assembly stands, if able, to welcome the gospel.)  

 

GOSPEL: Luke 24:36-49 

The holy gospel according to Luke, the 24th chapter.   

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

36While [disciples] were talking about [Jesus appearing at Emmaus], 
Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with 
you.” 37They were startled and terrified, and thought that they 
were seeing a ghost. 38He said to them, “Why are you frightened, 
and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39Look at my hands and my 
feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not 
have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 40And when he had 
said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 41While in their 
joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, 
“Have you anything here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece of 
broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate in their presence. 
  44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you 
while I was still with you—that everything written about me in the 
law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 
fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the 
scriptures, 46and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the 
Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third 
day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be 
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things.  49And see, I am 
sending upon you what my Father promised so stay here in the city 
until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 
 

This is the Holy Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON  
 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  Christ Is Risen! Shout Hosanna!    
(Sung by Choir) 
 

1 Christ is risen! Shout Hosanna! 
 Celebrate this day of days! 
 Christ is risen! Hush in wonder: 
 all creation is amazed. 
 In the desert all surrounding, 
 see, a spreading tree has grown. 
 Healing leaves of grace abounding 
 bring a taste of love unknown. 
 

2 Christ is risen! Raise your spirits 
 from the caverns of despair. 
 Walk with gladness in the morning. 
 See what love can do and dare. 
 Drink the wine of resurrection, 
 not a servant, but a friend. 
 Jesus is our strong companion. 
 Joy and peace shall never end. 
 

3 Christ is risen! Earth and heaven 
 nevermore shall be the same. 
 Break the bread of new creation 
 where the world is still in pain. 
 Tell its grim, demonic chorus: 
 "Christ is risen! Get you gone!" 
 God the First and Last is with us. 
 Sing Hosanna, ev'ryone! 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring 
our prayers before God who promises to hear us and answer in 
steadfast love. 
A brief silence. 
Living God, in the midst of Easter joy we are still filled with 
questions and wondering. Open our hearts and minds as we 
encounter the scriptures, so that the church embodies repentance 
and forgiveness in the name of Jesus to all nations.  
The response for each petition is:   
Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, 
trusting in your never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
 

We pass the peace of Christ, which is wholeness through 
reconciliation, where we are, rather than moving about to share it 
at this time, trusting the Holy Spirit, who makes us one, moves 
between us no matter the distance. 
 
OFFERING 
 

Our offerings are made processionally, which means dropped into the 
plates located near the entrances to the front and rear of the nave.  
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray.  Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. 
Day by day you shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to 
new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to 
praise you and to respond to those in need, when and how we are 
made able, through the power of Jesus, our risen Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
OFFERING SONG: At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing       
(Sung by Choir) 
 

1 Praise we Christ, whose love divine 
 gives his sacred blood for wine, 
 gives his body for the feast— 
 Christ the victim, Christ the priest. Alleluia! 
 

2 Praise we Christ, whose blood was shed, 
 paschal victim, paschal bread; 
 with sincerity and love 
 eat we manna from above. Alleluia! 
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DIALOGUE  
The Lord be with you.     
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.     
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

THE PROPER PREFACE (It is indeed right…. join their unending hymn) 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. 
The universe declares your praise: 
beyond the stars; beneath the sea; 
within each cell; with every breath. 
We praise you, O God. 
 
Generations bless your faithfulness: 
through the water; by night and day; 
across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future. 
We bless you, O God. 
 
We give you thanks for your dear Son: 
at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer; 
beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. 
We thank you, O God. 
 
 



 11 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering his love for us on the way,  
at the table, and to the end, 
we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

We pray for the gift of your Spirit: 
in our gathering; within this meal; 
among your people; throughout the world. 
Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, 
by your Spirit, in your church, without end. Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord remember us in your kingdom and help us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
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INSTRUCTION ON THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion will take place from our seats.  The instruction will 
conclude with the Invitation to Communion and then we will commune. 
 

For children who do not communion, lay hand(s) on each child and offer 
this or another blessing:  
“Child of God, may the victorious grace of the Risen Christ fill your heart.” 
 

The elements of the Sacrament are offered with these words: 
The body of Christ, given for you. And The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Now let us feast this Easter day on Christ, the bread of heaven. 
Hallelujah! 
 
BLESSING   
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace.   Amen.   
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.  Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put 

gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send 

us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of 

all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
BENEDICTION  
 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG: By Your Hand You Feed Your People 
 (Sung by Choir) 
 

1 By your hand you feed your people, 
food of angels, heaven's bread. 
For these gifts we did not labor,  
by your grace have we been fed: 

 

Refrain 
Christ's own body, blessed and broken, 
cup o'er flowing, life outpoured, 
given as a living token  
of your world redeemed, restored. 

 

2 In this meal we taste your sweetness, 
bread for hunger, wine of peace. 
Holy word and holy wisdom 
satisfy our deepest needs.  Refrain 
 

3 Send us now with faith and courage 
to the hungry, lost, bereaved. 
In our living and our dying, 
we become what we receive:  Refrain 

 
SHARING FOR SERVING: BIRTHDAYS AND MISSION NOTICES 
 

DISMISSAL  
Alleluia! Christ is risen.  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. 
Go in peace. Share the good news.  Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE With Banners Unfurled Forest M. Shumaker 
 

RECOGNITION OF ARTISTS: 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24133. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved 
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Prayers Have Been Requested Recently For The Following: 
 

Don Zinkhann      Jane Brown  
Mary Fulghum    Janice Marburger  
Shelly Betterich    Harry Reinhart (surgery) 
Colleen Prenovitz    Rick Reifenstein  
Casey Hogan     Terri Lovejoy (hospice) 
Bob Ferringer     Mary Kay Hill (stroke) 
The Family of Doug Nordman  Neal Critchlow 
Amy Zoller 
 

Please hold these members and friends of St. Peter’s in your 
prayers.  
 

“The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.” James 5:16 

 

      St. Peter’s Upcoming Events: 

Mon.-Fri. 3:30 pm  After School Program  

Mon. 4-19 6:30 pm  Worship Meeting 

7 pm   Scouts     

Wed. 4-21 5:30 pm  Manna Night Returns!  

  7:30 pm  Bible Study 
 

 

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for April 

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for the month will support EDCO. If 

you would like to support this cause please mark the other line on 

your contribution envelope EDCO.  

The Eternal Candle 

Is Presented By 

Marlene Domhoff  

in loving memory of  

Bob Domhoff  

Today’s Altar Flowers 

are presented by  

Charlie & Patti Flach 

to the Glory of God  
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We have also had a special request to send birthday cards to 
Thelma Schoeffel.  She is at Quality Life Service in Chicora, Pa and is 
back to having no visitors due to restrictions from the 
pandemic.  Thelma will be 97 on April 24th.   
Please send cards to: 
                
                Thelma Schoeffel 
                160 Medical Center Rd.  
                Chicora, PA  16025 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ST. PETER’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH   

is a congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod of 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). 

Presiding Bishop (ELCA) The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton 
Synodical Bishop (SW PA Synod)      The Rev. Kurt A. Kusserow 
Pastor  The Rev. Brandon Johns 
Music Director and Organist    Marlene Domhoff 
Office Secretary Heidi Beahm 
Sexton Joe Ludwik 
Lector Robin VanDyke  
Bell Ringer Adam Price  
Asst. Bell Ringers Owen & Seth Price 
Choir   Roberta Domhoff, Debbie Merrison, & Teresa O’Malley
   

The rosebud on the altar today 

is placed in celebration of  

Charlotte Kathryn Bettencourt  

born 4-13-21. 

Congratulations to proud 

parents Michael and Staci! 
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Welcome to St. Peter’s  

In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray that your worship 

experience will fill you with the grace and mercy of Almighty 

God through his Holy Spirit. 
 

Newcomers and Guests 
New to St. Peter’s?  We are glad you found us.  Please 

check in with Pastor by calling or email to talk about 

what St. Peter’s is like under regular conditions and so 

you can be connected with the ministries we are holding 

in old and new ways during these social distance times. 
 

Staying in Touch: 
Please feel free to contact us by phone or internet: 

Church Office:  724.538.5810 

Church Email:  stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net 

Pastor Email: rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com  

Church Website:  www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org 

Church Facebook Page:  St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 
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