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Prelude            The Heart of God           Cleland B. McAffee    
 

Bell Ringing 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENES 
 

Trusting in the word of life given in baptism,  
we are gathered in the name of the Father,  
and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
Amen. 
 

If we say we have no sin,  
we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  
If we confess our sins,  
God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins  
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 
 

Loving God, 
have mercy on us.   
We confess that we have turned from you  
and given ourselves over to the ways that lead to death.   
In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown,  
things we have done and things we have failed to do.   
Let your Holy Spirit work in us  
to change our lives and make us new,  
that we may know the abundant life given in Jesus Christ,  
our risen Lord.  Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy,  
loved us even when we were dead in sin,  
and made us alive together with Christ.  
By grace you have been saved.  

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.  
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,  
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN: Now the Green Blade Rises   
(Sung by Choir) 
 

1 Now the green blade rises from the buried grain, 
 wheat that in dark earth many days has lain; 
 love lives again, that with the dead has been; 
 love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 
2 In the grave they laid him, love by hatred slain, 
 thinking that he would never wake again; 
 laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen; 
 love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 
3 Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain, 
 he that for three days in the grave had lain; 
 raised from the dead, my living Lord is seen; 
 love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 

4 When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, 
 your touch can call us back to life again, 
 fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been; 
 love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 
GREETING 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from 

whom we cannot live. Nourish our life in his resurrection, that we 

may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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SPECIAL MUSIC        by Marge Wearing 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
 

FIRST READING: Acts 8:26-40 
26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the 
south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is 
a wilderness road.) 27So he got up and went. Now there was an 
Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the 
Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to 
Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning home; seated in his 
chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to 
Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 30So Philip ran up to it 
and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you 
understand what you are reading?” 31He replied, “How can I, unless 
someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside 
him. 32Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was 
this: “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 
  and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 
   so he does not open his mouth. 
 33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
  Who can describe his generation? 
   For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the 
prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” 35Then 
Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he 
proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36As they were going 
along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, 
“Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being 
baptized?” 38He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, 
Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip 
baptized him. 39When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of 
the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and 
went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and 
as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news 
to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 
This is the Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God!  
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PSALM 22:25-31 (Read Responsively) 
 25From you comes my praise in the great assembly; 
  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD. 
 26The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 
  Let those who seek the LORD give praise!  

May your hearts live forever! 
 27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; 
  all the families of nations shall bow before God. 
 28For dominion belongs to the LORD, 
  who rules over the nations.  
 29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; 
  all who go down to the dust, though they be dead,  

shall kneel before the LORD. 
 30Their descendants shall serve the LORD, 
  whom they shall proclaim to generations to come. 
 31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn, 
  saying to them, “The LORD has acted!”  

SECOND READING: 1 John 4:7-21 
7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; 
everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does 
not love does not know God, for God is love. 9God’s love was 
revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world 
so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we 
loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning 
sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we 
also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we 
love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 
  13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he 
has given us of his Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify that the 
Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15God abides in 
those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in 
God. 16So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. 
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     God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God 
abides in them. 17Love has been perfected among us in this: that we 
may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are 
we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts 
out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has 
not reached perfection in love. 19We love because he first loved us. 
20Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, 
are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they 
have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 21The 
commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must 
love their brothers and sisters also. 
This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God! 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Sung by Choir) 
(The assembly stands, if able, to welcome the gospel.)  

 

GOSPEL: John 15:1-8 
The holy gospel according to John, the 15th chapter.   
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 
2He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch 
that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3You have 
already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to 
you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear 
fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you 
abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide 
in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you 
can do nothing.  
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6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and 
withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and 
burned.  7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for 
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father is 
glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my 
disciples.” 
This is the Holy Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY:  O Blessed Spring   
(Sung by Choir) 
 

1 O blessed spring, where word and sign 
 embrace us into Christ the Vine: 
 here Christ enjoins each one to be 
 a branch of this life-giving Tree. 
 

2 Through summer heat of youthful years, 
 uncertain faith, rebellious tears, 
 sustained by Christ's infusing rain, 
 the boughs will shout for joy again. 
 

3 When autumn cools and youth is cold, 
 when limbs their heavy harvest hold, 
 then through us, warm, the Christ will move 
 with gifts of beauty, wisdom, love. 
 

4 As winter comes, as winters must, 
 we breathe our last, return to dust; 
 still held in Christ, our souls take wing 
 and trust the promise of the spring. 
 

5 Christ, holy Vine, Christ, living Tree, 
 be praised for this blest mystery: 
 that word and water thus revive 
 and join us to your Tree of Life. 
 



 8 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring 
our prayers before God who promises to hear us and answer in 
steadfast love. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

God of all fruitfulness, you abide in your church and your church 
abides in you. Cleanse us by your word and give yourself to the 
whole church on earth so that it bears fruit and witnesses to your 
love.  
 

The response for each petition is:   
Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, 
trusting in your never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
 

We pass the peace of Christ, which is wholeness through 
reconciliation, where we are, rather than moving about to share it 
at this time, trusting the Holy Spirit, who makes us one, moves 
between us no matter the distance. 
 
OFFERING 
 

Our offerings are made processionally, which means dropped into the 
plates located near the entrances to the front and rear of the nave.  

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray.  Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. 
Day by day you shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to 
new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to 
praise you and to respond to those in need, when and how we are 
made able, through the power of Jesus, our risen Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
OFFERING SONG: At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing       
(Sung by Choir) 
 

1 At the Lamb’s high feast we sing 
 praise to our victorious king, 
 you have conquered in the fight 
 you have brought us light and life. 

Alleluia! 
 

2 Now no more can death appall, 
 now no more the grave enthrall 
 you have opened paradise 
 and your saints in you shall rise. 

Alleluia! 
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DIALOGUE  
The Lord be with you.     
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.     
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

THE PROPER PREFACE (It is indeed right…. join their unending hymn) 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
 

Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. 
The universe declares your praise: 
beyond the stars; beneath the sea; 
within each cell; with every breath. 
We praise you, O God. 
 
Generations bless your faithfulness: 
through the water; by night and day; 
across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future. 
We bless you, O God. 
 
We give you thanks for your dear Son: 
at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer; 
beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. 
We thank you, O God. 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering his love for us on the way,  
at the table, and to the end, 
we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

We pray for the gift of your Spirit: 
in our gathering; within this meal; 
among your people; throughout the world. 
Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, 
by your Spirit, in your church, without end. Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord remember us in your kingdom and help us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
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INSTRUCTION ON THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion will take place from our seats.  The instruction will 
conclude with the Invitation to Communion and then we will commune. 
 

For children who do not take communion, lay hand(s) on each child and 
offer this or another blessing:  “May God’s Word live in you and nourish 
you so that you produce the good fruit of faith.” 
 

The elements of the Sacrament are offered with these words: 
The body of Christ, given for you. And The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Now let us feast this Easter day on Christ, the bread of heaven. 
Hallelujah! 
 

BLESSING   
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace.   Amen.   
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.  Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put 

gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send 

us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of 

all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

BENEDICTION  
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 
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SENDING SONG: Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen!  (Sung by Choir) 
 

1 Alleluia! Jesus is risen! 
 Trumpets resounding in glorious light! 
 Splendor, the Lamb, heaven forever! 
 Oh, what a miracle God has in sight! 
 

Refrain: 
 Jesus is risen and we shall arise. 
 Give God the glory! Alleluia! 
 

2 Walking the way, Christ in the center 
 telling the story to open our eyes; 
 breaking our bread, giving us glory: 
 Jesus our blessing, our constant surprise.  Refrain 
 

3 Jesus the vine, we are the branches; 
 life in the Spirit the fruit of the tree; 
 heaven to earth, Christ to the people, 
 gift of the future now flowing to me.  Refrain 
 

4 Weeping, be gone; sorrow, be silent: 
 death put asunder, and Easter is bright. 
 Cherubim sing: O grave, be open! 
 Clothe us in wonder, adorn us in light.  Refrain 
 

5 City of God, Easter forever, 
 golden Jerusalem, Jesus the Lamb, 
 river of life, saints and archangels, 
 sing with creation to God the I AM!  Refrain 
 

SHARING FOR SERVING: BIRTHDAYS AND MISSION NOTICES 
 

DISMISSAL  
Alleluia! Christ is risen.  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. 
Go in peace. Share the good news.  Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE  Joyous Postlude Chester Nordman  
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RECOGNITION OF ARTISTS: 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24133. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayers Have Been Requested Recently For The Following: 

Don Zinkhann      Wendell Banyay (hospital) 
Mary Fulghum    Harry Reinhart (surgery) 
The family of Terri Lovejoy   The family of Mary Kay Hill  
The family of Amy Zoller  The family of Donald Point 
Amy Anthony    Erin Dusenberry  
Shirley Weimer (hip surgery)  Sandy Zacherl (hospice)   
 

Please hold these members and friends of St. Peter’s in your prayers.  
“The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.” James 5:16 
 

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for May 
Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for the month will 

support United Lutheran Seminary. If you would like to 
support this cause please mark the other line on your 

contribution envelope Seminary. 

Volunteers Needed- to help cut the grass at St. Peter’s this coming 
summer.  The church owns a riding tractor, push mower, trimmer, 
and leaf blower.  Grass cutting includes:  mowing, weed whacking, 
and blowing off or sweeping the sidewalks.   
Sign up online today to volunteer at: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040845ABAB28A0F49-mowing 
Preferred days are Friday or Saturday but a few days either way 
would still work.  Thank you! 

The Eternal Candle 

is Presented By RJ Bird 

in honor of the May birthdays of 

Aunt Roberta Domhoff – May 8th  

Mom Marla Bird – May 19th  

 

  

Today’s Altar Flowers 

are presented  

by Jane Taylor 

in honor of the 87th 

birthday of  

Margaret Clawson 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040845ABAB28A0F49-mowing


 15 

ST. PETER’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH   

is a congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod of 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). 

Presiding Bishop (ELCA) The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton 
Synodical Bishop (SW PA Synod)      The Rev. Kurt A. Kusserow 
Pastor  The Rev. Brandon Johns 
Music Director and Organist    Marlene Domhoff 
Office Secretary Heidi Beahm 
Sexton Joe Ludwik 
Lector Troy Barkley  
Bell Ringer Joe Ludwik  
Asst. Bell Ringers Lily, Anna, Kate   
Choir   Bev Critchlow, Glenn Fulghum, Bea King 
  

      St. Peter’s Upcoming Events: 

Mon.-Fri. 3:30 pm  After School Program  

Mon. 5-3 6:30 pm Fellowship Meeting 

  7 pm   Property Meeting 

Tue. 5-4 6 pm  Softball at Lutherlyn Field 2 

Wed. 5-5 5:30 pm  Manna Night  

  7:30 pm  Bible Study 

Thur. 5-6 1 pm  Mary Circle 

Fri. 5-7  7 pm   Finance Meeting  
 

Rummage Sale- will be held Saturday, May 8th from 8 am - 3:30 pm.  
We need your clean, ready to sell items!  Donations can be dropped 
off in Luther Hall.  Please also come out to Saturday to see what 
catches your eye.  All proceeds benefit the Priority Projects Fund. 
 

Spring Clean Up Day- at St. Peter’s will be held on Saturday, June 5th 
starting at 8:30 am.  Join us as we clean up inside and outside of our 
church.  Hope you can help!   
 

Pirates Game Outing- Sun., June 6th at 1:30 pm.  If you would like 
to attend this outing, sign up in Luther Hall or email the church 
office so we can add your name to the list.  The cost to attend the 
game is $20 a person. Tickets will be handed out after worship 
that day.  Car pooling can be arranged if there is a need.  
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Welcome to St. Peter’s  

In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray that your worship 

experience will fill you with the grace and mercy of Almighty 

God through his Holy Spirit. 
 

Newcomers and Guests 
New to St. Peter’s?  We are glad you found us.  Please 

check in with Pastor by calling or email to talk about 

what St. Peter’s is like under regular conditions and so 

you can be connected with the ministries we are holding 

in old and new ways during these social distance times. 
 

Staying in Touch: 
Please feel free to contact us by phone or internet: 

Church Office:  724.538.5810 

Church Email:  stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net 

Pastor Email: rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com  

Church Website:  www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org 

Church Facebook Page:  St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 

 

 

mailto:stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net
mailto:rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com
http://www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org/

