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OPENING DIALOGUE
Almighty God, Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit, grant us a
quiet night and peace at the last. Amen.
It is good to give thanks to the Lord,
to sing praise to your name, O Most High;
to herald your love in the morning,
your truth at the close of the day.
By day, O God,
you grant your steadfast love,
and at night your song is with me,
a prayer to the God of my life.
EVENING HYMN: Joyous Light of Heavenly Glory
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
I confess to God Almighty,
before the whole company of heaven,
and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that I have sinned by my own fault in thought, word, and deed.
I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me,
forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life.
Almighty and merciful God
grant you healing, pardon, and forgiveness of all your sins. Amen.
I confess to God Almighty,
before the whole company of heaven,
and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that I have sinned by my own fault in thought, word, and deed.
I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me,
forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life.
Almighty and merciful God
grant you healing, pardon, and forgiveness of all your sins. Amen.
Psalm 134
1 Come, bless the Lord, all you servants of the Lord,
who stand by night in the house of the Lord!
2 Lift up your hands to the holy place,
and bless the Lord.
3 May the Lord, maker of heaven and earth,
bless you from Zion.
Silence for reflection

Let us pray. Lord God, where two or three gather in your name, you
promise to be with them. Look upon your family gathered in your
name, and graciously pour out your blessing upon us; for the sake
of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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CENTERING HYMN: Now It Is Evening
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FIRST READING: Hosea 11:1-11
1
When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my son.
2
The more I called them, the more they went from me;
they kept sacrificing to the Baals, and offering incense to idols.
3
Yet it was I who taught Ephraim to walk, I took them up in my arms;
but they did not know that I healed them.
4
I led them with cords of human kindness, with bands of love.
I was to them like those who lift infants to their cheeks.
I bent down to them and fed them.
5
They shall return to the land of Egypt, and Assyria shall be their king,
because they have refused to return to me.
6
The sword rages in their cities, it consumes their oracle-priests,
and devours because of their schemes.
7
My people are bent on turning away from me.
To the Most High they call, but he does not raise them up at all.
8
How can I give you up, Ephraim? How can I hand you over, O Israel?
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How can I make you like Admah? How can I treat you like Zeboiim?
My heart recoils within me; my compassion grows warm and tender.
9
I will not execute my fierce anger; I will not again destroy Ephraim;
for I am God and no mortal, the Holy One in your midst,
and I will not come in wrath.
10
They shall go after the Lord, who roars like a lion;
when he roars, his children shall come trembling from the west.
11
They shall come trembling like birds from Egypt,
and like doves from the land of Assyria;
and I will return them to their homes, says the Lord.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

SECOND READING: Romans 8:35-39
35
Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?
36
As it is written,
“For your sake we are being killed all day long;
we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”
37
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him
who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor
angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers,
39
nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able
to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
REFLECTION: “Recognizing How Great the Things Given to Us Are”
from The Freedom of a Christian
Therefore, you see that if we recognize those great and precious
things that have been given to us, then, as Paul says, “love . . . is
poured out in our hearts through the . . . Spirit.” By this love we are
free, joyful, all-powerful workers and victors over all tribulations,
servants of our neighbors and, nevertheless, still lords of all. But for
all who do not recognize what has been given to them through
Christ, Christ was born in vain, and such people carry on using
works, never attaining a taste or sense of the things just described.
Therefore, just as our neighbor has need and lacks what we have in
abundance, so also we had need before God and lacked God’s
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mercy. For this reason, as our heavenly Father supported us freely
in Christ, so also we ought freely to support our neighbor with our
body and its actions, and each person ought to become to the
other a kind of Christ, so that we may be Christs to one another and
be the same Christ in all, that is, truly Christians! - Martin Luther
REFLECTION HYMN: Children on the Heavenly Father

PRAYER
Let us pray. Gracious and holy God, lead us from death to life, from
falsehood to truth. Lead us from despair to hope, from fear to trust.
Lead us from hate to love, from war to peace. Let peace fill our
hearts, our world, our universe; through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.
PEACE
May the peace of Christ dwell in your hearts and fill your lives.
Let us share Christ’s peace with one another.
THANKSGIVING FOR THE GIFTS OF GOD
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
…the thanksgiving continues led by Pastor and concludes with:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
TABLE GRACE
Let us pray. The eyes of all wait upon you, O Lord, and you give
them their food in due season. You open your hand and satisfy the
desire of every living creature. Lord God, heavenly Father, bless us
and these your gifts, which we receive from your bountiful
goodness, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as our Lord taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
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INSTRUCTION ON THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
At this time Pastor will take a moment to explain how the distribution of
Holy Communion will take place this evening. The explanation will
conclude with the Invitation to Communion and then we will commune.
The elements of the Sacrament are offered with these words:
The body of Christ, given for you. And The blood of Christ, shed for you.
For children who do not communion, and elect to communion at their
seats, lay hand(s) on each child and offer this or another blessing:
“May you know that nothing separates you from God’s love.”

INVITATION TO COMMUNION and DISTRIBUTION
Let us share now in the heavenly banquet that has no end.
BLESSING
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace. Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray. O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us
into your presence, nourished us with words of mercy, and fed us
at your table. Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you
with all our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, and
honor the earth you have made; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
BENEDICTION
Now may the forgiving grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the eternal,
encompassing love of God the Father and the presence and power
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen.
DISMISSAL
Let us go in peace, loving God and neighbor. Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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