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PRELUDE  O Land of Rest  Roger C. Wilson     
 

BELL RINGING  
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the fountain of living water, 
the rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation.  
Amen. 
 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,  
we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness.  
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 

We give you thanks, O God,  
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world,  
calling forth life in which you took delight. 
 

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
 

We praise you for Christ, the firstborn from the dead, 
who frees us from sin and raises us up to new life. 
 

Here at this font we touch the river of the water of life, 
bright as crystal, flowing through the city of God. 
 

Here, death is washed away forever. 
 

Here, we are grafted into the tree of life, 
with leaves for the healing of the world. 
 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on this assembly, 
into this community, and throughout all creation. 
 

Cleanse us from our fears and drown our divisions. 
 

Grant that all may drink of your mercy and peace, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN: We Come to You for Healing, Lord 

 
 

GREETING 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

PEACE 
Let us greet one another in peace with the strong name of the 
Living Christ.    
 

(The peace of the Risen, Living Christ is shared and then please remain 
standing for the Canticle.)  
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  Bountiful God, you gather your people into your realm, 
and you promise us food from your tree of life. Nourish us with 
your word, that empowered by your Spirit we may love one 
another and the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

SENIOR CHOIR ANTHEM       I Thank You, Lord       Joseph M. Martin  
 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 
 

FIRST READING: Acts 16:9-15 
9During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of 
Macedonia pleading with him and saying, “Come over to 
Macedonia and help us.” 10When he had seen the vision, we 
immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that 
God had called us to proclaim the good news to them. 
 11We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to 
Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, 12and from there to 
Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a 
Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. 13On the 
sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where we 
supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke 
to the women who had gathered there. 14A certain woman named 
Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was from the city 
of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart 
to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. 15When she and her 
household were baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged 
me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home.” And she 
prevailed upon us. 
This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God!  
 

 
 
 
 



 6 

PSALM 67 (Read Responsively) 
  1May God be merciful to us and bless us; 
  may the light of God’s face shine upon us. 
 2Let your way be known upon earth, 
  your saving health among all nations. 
 3Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
  let all the peoples praise you. 
 4Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
  for you judge the peoples with equity  

and guide all the nations on earth. 
 5Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
  let all the peoples praise you. 
 6The earth has brought forth its increase; 
  God, our own God, has blessed us. 
 7May God give us blessing, 
  and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe. 
 

SECOND READING: Revelation 21:10, 22--22:5 

 10And in the spirit [one of the angels] carried me away to a great, 

high mountain and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming 

down out of heaven from God. 

 22I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the 

Almighty and the Lamb. 23And the city has no need of sun or moon 

to shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the 

Lamb. 24The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth 

will bring their glory into it. 25Its gates will never be shut by day—

and there will be no night there. 26People will bring into it the glory 

and the honor of the nations. 27But nothing unclean will enter it, 

nor anyone who practices abomination or falsehood, but only those 

who are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 

 22:1Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright 

as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 
2through the middle of the street of the city. On either side of the 

river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its 
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fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of 

the nations. 3Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But 

the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will 

worship him; 4they will see his face, and his name will be on their 

foreheads. 5And there will be no more night; they need no light of 

lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign 

forever and ever.     This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God! 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
(The assembly stands, if able, to welcome the gospel.)  

 

GOSPEL: John 5:1-9 
The holy gospel according to John, the 5th chapter.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 1After this there was a festival of the Jews, and Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem. 
 2Now in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate there is a pool, called in 
Hebrew Beth-zatha, which has five porticoes. 3In these lay many 
invalids—blind, lame, and paralyzed. 5One man was there who had 
been ill for thirty-eight years. 6When Jesus saw him lying there and 
knew that he had been there a long time, he said to him, “Do you 
want to be made well?” 7The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have 
no one to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up; and 
while I am making my way someone else steps down ahead of me.” 
8Jesus said to him, “Stand up, take your mat and walk.” 9At once 
the man was made well, and he took up his mat and began to walk. 
  Now that day was a sabbath. 
This is the Holy Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON  



 8 

HYMN OF THE DAY: O Christ, the Healer, We Have Come

 

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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ORDER FOR HEALING 
Our Lord Jesus healed many as a sign of the reign of God come near 
and sent the disciples to continue this work of healing—with 
prayer, the laying on of hands, and anointing. In the name of Christ, 
the great healer and reconciler of the world, we now entrust to 
God all who are in need of healing. 
 

Laying On of Hands 
Sisters and brothers, I invite you to come forward to be prayed for 
and to pray for one another.  Come forward to feel the love of the 
Living God at work in you and through you.  Come forward to be 
anointed with oil and the cross as you were at your baptism.  May 
the voices in prayer, the hands in service, and the oil in blessing be 
a sign and even a work of healing and wholeness for us all in the 
name of the triune God. 
 
Those who wish to receive laying on of hands with prayer and 
anointing approach and will be received one by one in turn.  If you 
are unable to come forward but still wish to be individually prayed 
for, please send someone up on your behalf to alert the pastor of 
that need.  Those who wish to join in the laying on of hands on 
behalf of our brothers and sisters should also come forward at this 
time, standing forward by the pastor to allow space for those 
receiving to be welcomed.  Everyone is invited to participate in 
either or both capacities.  When it is your turn to receive laying on 
of hands and anointing, you are invited to kneel at the kneeler as 
you are able or you may remain standing or in your wheelchair as 
needed. 
 
During the Laying On of Hands we will sing the following four 
hymns.  If the hymns are finished before the Laying On of Hands 
concludes, instrumental music will then provide space for our 
meditation.  If the Laying On of Hands portion of the service 
concludes before we have finished singing these hymns, we will sing 
the rest of whichever hymn we are singing at that time before 
continuing with the Blessing. 
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HYMN:  Healer of Our Every Ill  

 
 

HYMN: O Holy Spirit, Root of Life 
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HYMN:  Abide with Me 
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HYMN: I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say 

 
 

After all have returned to their places and the music has ended, the 
congregation stands, and the Order of Healing concludes with the 
following blessing.  Then the service continues with Prayers. 
 

Blessing 
Almighty God, who is a strong tower to all,  
to whom all things in heaven and on earth bow and obey,  
be now and evermore your sure defense,  
and help you to know that the name given to us for health and 
salvation is the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of 
resurrection for the church, people in need, and all of creation. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

God of new life, open your church to the unexpected ways your 
Spirit is at work. Guide bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay leaders in 
their visioning, partnership, and planning. Surround us with your 
peace. 
 

The response for each petition is: 
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by 
your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

OFFERING SONG: At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing 

 
 

At         the    Lamb’s  high   feast                 we  sing         praise    to            

Where  the    pas  -  chal     blood                is  poured  death’s dread  

Now     no      more  can    death                   app-all,         Now     no 

 

        our   vic   -   to       -   rious  king,    who has washed us in   the  tide 

         an  -  gel     sheathes   the sword;  you have conquered in the fight  

        more the    grave         en-thrall;     you   have op-ened par- a - dise,  

 

flow-     ing  from   his wound-ed   side. Al  -  le    -    lu     -   ia! 

you   have brought us  life  and  light.   Al  -  le    -    lu     -   ia! 

and   your saints in  you  shall rise.  Al  -  le    -    lu     -   ia! 

eat      we   man - na   from  a  -  bove. Al  -  le    -    lu     -   ia! 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day 
by day you shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new 
life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you 
and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord.  Amen. 
 

DIALOGUE  
The Lord be with you.    
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.     
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

THE PROPER PREFACE (It is indeed right… Join their unending hymn)  
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and help us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
INSTRUCTION ON THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
At this time Pastor will take a moment to explain how the distribution of 
Holy Communion will take place.  The explanation will conclude with the 
Invitation to Communion and then we will commune. 
 

The elements of the Sacrament are offered with these words: 
The body of Christ, given for you. And The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 

For children who do not communion, lay hand(s) on each child and offer 
this or another blessing:  
 “May the merciful face of God shine brightly upon you always. Amen” 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The risen Christ dwells with us here. 
All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come. 
 

COMMUNION 
 

BLESSING   
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace.   Amen.   
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.  We give you thanks, generous God, 
for in this bread and cup we have tasted the new heaven and earth 
where hunger and thirst are no more. 
Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection, 
that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG: Lord Jesus You Shall Be My Song    
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SHARING FOR SERVING: BIRTHDAYS AND MISSION NOTICES 
 

DISMISSAL  
Alleluia! Christ is risen.  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Share the good news.  Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE  Marcia Pomposo       Walter O’Donnell   
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL STUDENTS RECOGNITION 
 

AFTER CHURCH FELLOWSHIP AND CELEBRATION  
 

RECOGNITION OF ARTISTS: 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24133. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 

 
Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for May  

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause will support United Lutheran 
Seminary.  If you would like to support this cause, please mark the 

Other line on your contribution envelope Seminary.  
 

Prayers Have Been Requested Recently for the Following: 
 

 

Jan Hogan  Diane Marburger   Isabella Stoehr  
Luke Clawson   Diamond McCracken  Mary Fulghum 
Cole Barkley   Jan Mouw      
 

Please hold these members and friends of St. Peter’s in your prayers.  
“The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.” James 5:16 
 

 

Today’s Altar Flowers & Eternal Candle  
are given by  

Lucille Wingard 
In loving memory of 

Paul Wingard  



 18 

ST. PETER’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH   

is a congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod of 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). 

Presiding Bishop (ELCA) The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton 
Synodical Bishop (SWPA Synod)      The Rev. Kurt A. Kusserow 
Pastor  The Rev. Brandon Johns 
Organist & Music Director     Marlene Domhoff  
Office Secretary Heidi Beahm 
Sexton Joe Ludwik 
Asst. Minister Teresa O’Malley 
Lector Robin Plank  
Acolyte Alyssa Mossor   
Bell Ringer Jason Plank  
Ushers Joe Ludwik & Tom Ayres   
 
 

      St. Peter’s Upcoming Events: 

Mon. – Fri.  3:30 pm      After School Program  

Mon. May 23  6:00 pm      Softball Game (Middle Lancaster)  

Tue. May 24  7:30 pm      Dorcas Circle  

Wed. May 25  7:00 pm      Choir Practice   

Thur. May 26  9:00 am      Quilters  

   7:00 pm      Bible Study 
 
 

St. Peter’s Clean Up Day – save the date now to volunteer to help 
with the long list of things that need attention here at St. Peter’s.  
The annual work day will be Saturday, June 11th beginning at 8 am.   
 

Mother’s Daughter Banquet – save the date!  Tuesday, May 31st    
at 6:30 pm all females are welcome to attend this pot luck dinner.  
The Master Gardeners will have a presentation on pollinators after 
the meal.  Please bring a tureen to share and your table settings.  
 

Morning Manna- is planned for the week of June 6-10th from            
9 am – noon.  Fun includes:  games, snacks, crafts, Bible time, music 
and more! Registration forms are available on the reading table.  
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Fellowship Outings (SAVE THE DATES) 

 

St. Peter’s 2nd Annual Cornhole Tournament (Lower Parking Lot) 

When: Saturday, June 25th       

Time:  6 pm  

A concession stand will be available!  

Donations Benefit the ALS Association 

of Western PA  

In Loving Memory of Rege Rengers 

 
Watchin’ Waldo at the Station Dinner Theater in Erie.  
RSVP by July 3rd for the Wednesday, August 24th Outing 
Enjoy lunch followed by a show.  The show is a comedy revolving 
around ‘John’ who was recently promoted and finds himself in 
charge of his Boss’s company, apartment, and a dog named Waldo 
when the boss goes on vacation.  Nothing goes as planned and 
soon his world is spiraling out of control, including a new “foreign 
bride” who shows up unannounced! A host of kooky characters will 
tickle you funny bone.   
Coach bus transportation is provided for this trip.   
It will leave from Ollie in Butler at 11 am and return around 6 pm.  
Sign up and pay ($110 per person) by July 3rd to reserve your spot.   
(Checks payable to TLC Tours)  

 
Pale Whale Inner Tube Float July 23rd (Sat.) $12 (pay on float day)  

Located in Cooks Forest, the float is 2.5 miles long and takes about 
2.5 to 3 hours depending on the current of the lazy river. 
Plans are to leave the church at 8:30 am. The church van will be 
used for transportation, and/or caravan as a group, or meet at the 
location. Pack a picnic lunch and to eat together after the float.  
There are restroom facilities and picnic tables on site.  There is no 
rain date for this event as the church calendar is full of activities! 
Tubing is for ALL AGES! Come for the fun!  
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Welcome to St. Peter’s 

We are thankful that you are here to worship with other 

Christians today.  In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray 

that your worship experience will fill you with the grace 

and mercy of Almighty God through his Holy Spirit. 

 

Newcomers and Guests 
 

New to St. Peter’s?  Please sign the GUEST REGISTER behind the 

last pew.  A handicapped accessible RESTROOM is located near the 

Van Buren Street entrance (through Luther Hall, past the kitchen, 

restroom is on the left in the foyer). You are welcome to commune 

with us if that is your practice. 
 

Nursery- is self-serve and available on for children and 

caregivers. Exit the rear of the nave and follow the steps 

to the basement, the nursery is on the left. The service can 

be heard through an intercom in the nursery.  There are 

activity bags in the back of the sanctuary and children’s 

bulletins geared to children ages 5 and up.    

 

Office Hours: 
 

Heidi Beahm, our secretary, is in the church office 

Monday-Friday from 9:00 AM until Noon.   

Pastor Johns can also be reached at the church.  

Please feel free to contact us by phone or internet: 
Church Office:  724.538.5810 

Church Email:  stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net 

Pastor Email: rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com  

Church Website:  www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org 

Church Facebook Page:  St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 

Sunday Bulletin Deadline:  Wednesdays at 10:00 AM. 
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http://www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org/

