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St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 
 
 

 
 

“Luke has described the fruit of faith thus: Give to the poor and 
make to yourself friends.” ~ Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 

 
 

15th Sunday after Pentecost 
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Pastor Brandon Johns 
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PRELUDE       
 

BELL RINGING 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.   Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and 
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 

the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN:  All Are Welcome 

 
 

INSTALLATION OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATORS 
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KYRIE  

 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to 

learn love for one another. Keep our feet from evil paths. Turn our 

minds to your wisdom and our hearts to the grace revealed in your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
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CHILDREN’S CHOIR ANTHEM      Love, Love, Love 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

FIRST READING: Amos 8:4-7 

 4Hear this, you that trample on the needy, 
  and bring to ruin the poor of the land, 
 5saying, “When will the new moon be over 
  so that we may sell grain; and the sabbath, 
  so that we may offer wheat for sale? 
 We will make the ephah small and the shekel great, 
  and practice deceit with false balances, 
 6buying the poor for silver and the needy for a pair of sandals, 
  and selling the sweepings of the wheat.” 
 7The Lord has sworn by the pride of Jacob: 
 Surely I will never forget any of their deeds. 
This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God!  
 

PSALM 113 (Read Responsively) 
 1Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants of the Lord; 
  praise the name of the Lord. 
 2Let the name of the Lord be blessed, 
  from this time forth forevermore. 
 3From the rising of the sun to its going down 
  let the name of the Lord be praised. 
 4The Lord is high above all nations; 
  God’s glory above the heavens.  
 5Who is like the Lord our God, 
  who sits enthroned on high, 
 6but stoops to behold 
  the heavens and the earth? 
 7The Lord takes up the weak out of the dust 
  and lifts up the poor from the ashes, 
 8enthroning them with the rulers, 
  with the rulers of the people. 
 9The Lord makes the woman of a childless house 
  to be a joyful mother of children. Hallelujah!  
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SECOND READING: 1 Timothy 2:1-7 
1First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, 
and thanksgivings be made for everyone, 2for kings and all who are 
in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in 
all godliness and dignity. 3This is right and is acceptable in the sight 
of God our Savior, 4who desires everyone to be saved and to come 
to the knowledge of the truth. 5For 
 there is one God; 
  there is also one mediator between God and humankind, 
 Christ Jesus, himself human, 
  6who gave himself a ransom for all 
—this was attested at the right time.7For this I was appointed a 
herald and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a 
teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. 
This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God! 
 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
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GOSPEL: Luke 16:1-13 
The holy gospel according to Luke, the 16th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
1Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a 
manager, and charges were brought to him that this man was 
squandering his property. 2So he summoned him and said to him, 
‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me an accounting of your 
management, because you cannot be my manager any longer.’ 
3Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now that my 
master is taking the position away from me? I am not strong 
enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 4I have decided what to 
do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may welcome 
me into their homes.’ 5So, summoning his master’s debtors one by 
one, he asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6He 
answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your 
bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.’ 7Then he asked another, 
‘And how much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers of 
wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill and make it eighty.’ 8And his 
master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted 
shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing 
with their own generation than are the children of light. 9And I tell 
you, make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so 
that when it is gone, they may welcome you into the eternal 
homes. 
 10“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and 
whoever is dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. 11If 
then you have not been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will 
entrust to you the true riches? 12And if you have not been faithful 
with what belongs to another, who will give you what is your own? 
13No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the 
one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the 
other. You cannot serve God and wealth.” 
This is the Holy Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON  
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HYMN OF THE DAY:  Son of God, Eternal Savior 
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH AND RECEPTION INTO MEMBERSHIP  
 

Presentation 
Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these 
people, one with us in the body of Christ, whom we welcome as 
new members into the life and ministry of St. Peter’s.  Vic and 
Brenda Peffer and Corey and Elisa Walker, along with Emersyn and 
Elliot, have come to us from English Lutheran Church in Zelienople. 
 

Let us pray.  
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit 
you give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal 
life.  Continue to graciously pour out upon Vic, Brenda, Corey, Elisa, 
Emersyn, and Elliot, along with this assembly, and all your people, 
the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear 
of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence both now and forever.   
Amen. 
 

Profession of Faith 
In baptism, we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to 
share in the mission of God. We are called to live among God’s 
faithful people, to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s 
supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word 
and deed, to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and 
to strive for justice and peace in all the earth. 
 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God,  
the powers of this world that rebel against God,  
and the ways of sin that draw you from God, 
and do you intend to continue in the covenant of your baptism  
among God’s people in this place? 
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 

People of God, do you promise to support and pray for Elisa, Corey, 
Emersyn, Elliot, Brenda, and Vic in their life in Christ? 
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.  
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Together we confess our faith, the faith in which we baptize and 
the faith that grounds our shared community of believers: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Let us pray. 
Almighty God, we give you thanks for Brenda, Vic, Elisa, Corey, 
Emersyn, and Elliot, whom you have drawn to yourself by the love 
of Jesus Christ and who have become vital parts of this, your body. 
Keep us close together in your Spirit, in the breaking of bread and 
the prayers, and in service to others. Amen 
 

Welcome 
Let us welcome these brothers and sisters in Christ into the fullness 
of our community of faith. 
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism.  
Together we will give thanks and praise to God  
and proclaim the good news to all the world. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, 
so let us gather our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of 
God’s good creation.    A brief silence. 
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God our Savior, you keep your church in faith and truth. 
Accompany those preparing for baptism or affirmation of baptism. 
Enlighten preachers, teachers, seminarians, and all those who share 
your good news with the world.  
 

The response for each petition is:  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, 
gracious God, we offer these and all our prayers to you; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 

PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
 

OFFERING  
Our offerings are made processionally, which means dropped into the 
plates located near the entrances to the nave.  
 

OFFERTORY SONG: Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray.  (silence)  Merciful God, you open wide your hand and 
satisfy the need of every living thing. You have set this feast 
before us. Open our hands to receive it. Open our hearts to 
embrace it. Open our lives to live it. We pray this through Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
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DIALOGUE  
The Lord be with you.     
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.     
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

THE PROPER PREFACE (It is indeed right….join their unending hymn) 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                            

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as our Lord taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
 

LAMB OF GOD (sung as the distribution of the sacrament begins)   

 
 

The Sacrament will be offered with these words:  
The body of Christ, given for you. And The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Optional responses Amen or Thanks be to God or Renew us, Lord    
 

BLESSING   
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace.   Amen.   
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.  O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us 
into your presence, nourished us with words of mercy, and fed us 
at your table. Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you 
with all our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, and 
honor the earth you have made; through Christ our Lord.  Amen.   
 

BENEDICTION 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG: Borning Cry 
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SHARING FOR SERVING: MISSION NOTICES AND BIRTHDAYS  
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace, serve the Lord. Thanks be to God!    
 

POSTLUDE 
 

RECOGNITION OF ARTISTS: 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24133. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 
 

 

Prayers Have Been Requested Recently for the Following: 
 

 

Cole Barkley  Sister Mildred McCracken            
Tim and Elena Barron Bill Head  Karen Caron  
Casey Hogan  Alice Rylands   Carol Kerr                
Luke Clawson  Ella Jason   Glenn Fulghum     
 

Please hold these members and friends of St. Peter’s in your prayers.  

“The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.” James 5:16 
 

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for September 
Our Monthly Benevolent Cause will support Passavant Retirement 

Community, Zelienople.  If you would like to support this cause, 
please mark the other line on your contribution envelope.  

 

Harvest Home - will be celebrated on Sunday, October 9th. 
Mums order forms need to be turned in by today, Sunday, Sept 18th.  
They can be found on the table at the entrance of the Sanctuary.   
 

Substitutes - If you are interested in being a Sunday School fill-in teacher 
on an as needed basis this year, please let Pastor or Jennifer Erin know. 

Today’s Eternal Candle  
is given by Karen Ferrari 

In loving memory of 
Michael Ferrari &  

my parents, 
Edith & Robert Sarver 

 
 

Today’s Altar Flowers are 
given in celebration 

Of all Grandparents on 
Grandparent’s Day  
And in honor of my 

grandchildren. 
  With Love, Teresa O’Malley 
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ST. PETER’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
is a congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). 

 

Presiding Bishop (ELCA) The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton 
Synodical Bishop (SWPA Synod)      The Rev. Kurt A. Kusserow 
Pastor  The Rev. Brandon Johns 
Organist & Music Director     Marlene Domhoff  
Office Secretaries Luann Brosius & Jennifer Erin 
Sexton Joe Ludwik 
Acolyte Myka Plank 
Assistant Minister Glenn Fulghum 
Bell Ringer Corey Walker 
Greeters                                                                        Heinie & Jane Raupp 
Lector  Jane Taylor 
Ushers Dan & Casey Guerriero  
Tech Support Adam Price 
  
 

      St. Peter’s Upcoming Events: 

Mon. – Friday 4:00 p.m. After School Program 
Monday 7:00 p.m. Sowers 
Tuesday 7:00 p.m. WELCA General Meeting in Luther Hall 
Wednesday      5:30 p.m. Manna Night 
Thursday 9:00 a.m.  Quilters  
    Rummage Sale set up 

7:00 p.m. Bible Study 
Friday  9:00 a.m. Apple Fest, Rummage Sale, Quilt Show 
Saturday 9:00 a.m. Apple Fest, Rummage Sale, Quilt Show 
Sunday  9:00 a.m. Sunday School 
  10:00 a.m. Community Church Service at Firehall 

1:00 p.m. Youth Service Activity 
 

WELCA – Women’s General Meeting is this Tuesday, Sept. 20th at 7 pm in 
Luther Hall. We will be assembling the school kits. A brief meeting will 
follow. All women are invited to attend.
 

Manna Night - returns Wednesday, September 21!   We are in need of 
adult helpers. If you’re interested in serving our youth in this way, please 
let Pastor or Patti Flach know. Clearances are required but are no cost. 
 

Bible Study - Has returned! Join us via zoom on Thurs. at 7 pm. 


