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BELL CHOIR PRELUDE  Good King Wenceslas with Lily Johns on flute 
 

BELL RINGING  
 

BLESSING UPON THE NEW YEAR 

 

 
 

Eternal God, you have placed us in a world of space and time, and 
through the events of our lives you bless us with your love. Grant 
that in the new year we may know your presence, see your love at 
work, and live in the light of the event that gives us joy forever—the 
coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

God is the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. 
God grant you grace and peace at the dawn of this new year. 
Amen. 
 

All flesh is grass, but the word of God remains forever. 
God who is eternal keep you in hope of the resurrection. 
Amen. 
 

The past, the present, and the future rest in God’s hands. 
God guard your coming in and your going forth, 
this new year and forevermore. 
Amen. 
 

Sing: Come, Jesus, glorious heav'nly guest, 
 and keep your Christmas in our breast; 
 then David's harpstrings, hushed so long, 
 shall swell our jubilee of song. 
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INVOCATION 
We are gathered for worship in the holy name of God, made known 
to us as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Amid the troubles and fears of this world, let us confess our sin and 
welcome God’s forgiveness, grace, and love.   Silence is kept for reflection 
 

Lord God, Mary accepted your call to be the mother of Jesus. 
Forgive our lack of faith and trust. 
Your Son was born in the poverty of a stable. 
Forgive our neglect of the poor. 
The shepherds left their flocks and went to Bethlehem. 
Forgive our selfishness and complacency. 
 

With great joy the angels proclaimed, “Do not fear. For I bring you 
good news of great joy. Today is born a Savior, who is Christ the 

Lord.” In ☩ Jesus, who is Savior, Christ, and Lord, our sins are 
forgiven. May you know the peace which the angels sang from the 
heavens. Indeed, God’s forgiveness is good news of great joy! Amen. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE:   Once in Royal David’s City 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you always. 
And also with you! 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.   
Eternal Father, you gave your incarnate Son the holy name of Jesus 
to be a sign of our salvation. Plant in every heart the love of the 
Savior of the world, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 
 

ANTHEM   Were You There on that Christmas Night?    Natalie Sleeth                
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
 

FIRST READING: Numbers 6:22-27 
22The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 23Speak to Aaron and his sons, 
saying, Thus you shall bless the Israelites: You shall say to them, 
 24The Lord bless you and keep you; 
 25the Lord make his face to shine upon you,  

and be gracious to you; 
 26the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace. 
 27So they shall put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them. 

This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God! 
 

PSALM 8 (Read responsively) 

 1O LORD our Lord, 
  how majestic is your name in all the earth!— 
 2you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the 

mouths of infants and children; 
  you have set up a fortress against your enemies,  

to silence the foe and avenger. 
 3When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
  the moon and the stars you have set in their courses, 
 4what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them, 
  human beings that you should care for them? 
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 5Yet you have made them little less than divine; 
  with glory and honor you crown them. 
 6You have made them rule over the works of your hands; 
  you have put all things under their feet: 
 7all flocks and cattle, 
  even the wild beasts of the field, 
 8the birds of the air, the fish of the sea, 
  and whatever passes along the paths of the sea. 
 9O LORD our Lord, 
  how majestic is your name in all the earth!  
 

SECOND READING: Galatians 4:4-7 
4When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a 
woman, born under the law, 5in order to redeem those who were 
under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. 6And 
because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our 
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave but a 
child, and if a child then also an heir, through God.  
This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God! 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  Let All Together Praise Our God 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 6  Un  –   lock     the    door   a  -    gain   to    -  day    that      leads       to 

par -  a    -    dise;      the       an  -  gel    bars    the     way     no     more.  To 

God       let       prais - es      rise,     to          God     let      prais - es     rise! 
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GOSPEL: Luke 2:15-21 
The holy gospel according to Luke, the second chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see 
this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to 
us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the 
child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known 
what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it 
were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured 
all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, 
as it had been told them.  21After eight days had passed, it was time 
to circumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, the name given by 
the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 
This is the Holy Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.   
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

5  O Jesus, shepherd, guardian, friend, 
    my prophet, priest, and king, 
    my Lord, my life, my way, my end, 
    accept the praise I bring.  
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COUNCIL INSTALLATION  
 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
United with the great cloud of witnesses throughout the ages, we 
pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need.  
 

A brief silence. 
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Guide your church to confess that Jesus is Lord. Fill us with wonder 
at the good and saving news of Jesus. May we treasure your words 
and meditate upon them, that we reveal your glory to the world with 
humility and hope.  
 

The response for each petition is:  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

In the company of your saints we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in your eternal mercy and love; through Jesus Christ our 
Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

PEACE 
The peace of the Christ-child be with you always. And also with you. 
 

OFFERING  
Our offerings are made processionally, which means dropped into the 
plates located near the entrances to the nave. 
 

CANTICLE OF THANKSGIVING: What Feast of Love 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray.  Good and loving God,  
we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor to bring 
the riches of your grace.  As you have blessed us with your gifts, let 
them be blessings for others.  With all the hosts of heaven, we 
shout for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 

DIALOGUE  
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

THE PROPER PREFACE (It is indeed right…. join their unending hymn) 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                                           
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
Holy God, Creator of all and Source of life,  
at the birth of time your word brought light into the world. 
In the fullness of time, you sent your Word, born of Mary,  
to shine in our darkness and to make us your daughters and sons. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,  
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this in remembrance of me.  
 

Remembering, therefore, his birth and life among us, his death and 
resurrection, we await his coming again when all things will be 
restored to him.  By your Spirit bless us and this bread and cup, that, 
held and nourished by you, we may live as your children, shining with 
the light of your Son. 
 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the 
Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever.  Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  
Taught by God’s Word Incarnate, we are bold to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth.   
We have beheld his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father. 
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COMMUNION HYMN: Your Little Ones, Dear Lord 
(sung as the distribution of the sacrament begins) 

 
 

The Sacrament will be offered with these words:  
The body of Christ, given for you. And The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Optional responses Amen or Thanks be to God or Renew us, Lord    
 

BLESSING  
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you  
and keep you in his grace.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER 

Let us pray. We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, God with us, in 
these gifts of bread and wine.  As we have shared this feast of love, 
strengthen us to bring all the world to your table of mercy and joy.  
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, 
the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds,  
the determination of the Magi, and the peace of the Christ-Child.  
And may Almighty God, Father, (+) Son, and Holy Spirit,  
bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
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SENDING SONG: All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name 

 
 

SHARING FOR SERVING: Mission Notices and Birthdays 
 

DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Share the joy of Jesus’ holy name. Thanks be to God!    
 

POSTLUDE      We Three Kings of Orient Are          
 

AFTER CHURCH FELLOWSHIP 
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RECOGNITION OF ARTISTS: 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24133. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 

 

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for January  

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause will support Meals On Wheels.  If you 

would like to support this cause, please mark the Other line on your 

contribution envelope Meals On Wheels.  

  
 

Prayers Have Been Requested Recently for the Following: 
Cole Barkley  Pam Steeb 
Luke Clawson  RJ Bird  
Ella Jason  
 

Please hold these members and friends of St. Peter’s in your prayers.  
 

Also, please remember those who are in need of long-term prayer 
support, whose names and concerns are kept on a prayer list, found 
on the reading table in Luther Hall as well as the back of the church. 
 

“The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.” James 5:16 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Today’s altar flowers 
are presented by 

Dave & Carol McKinnis  
in loving memory of  

Floyd and Gertrude McKinnis 

The eternal candle 
is presented by 

Joe Ludwik  
In loving memory of           

Sue Ludwik  
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ST. PETER’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH   

is a congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). 

Presiding Bishop (ELCA) The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton 
Synodical Bishop (SW PA Synod)                The Rev. Kurt A. Kusserow 
Pastor                                                              The Rev. Brandon Johns 
Music Director and Organist                       Marlene Domhoff 
Office Secretaries                                    Luann Brosius and Jennifer Erin 
Sexton                                                              Joe Ludwik 
Acolyte                                                            Elsa Plank 
Assistant Minister                                          Robin VanDyke 
Bell Ringer Jason Plank 
Greeters Plank family 
Lectors                                                               Lily and Anna Johns 
Tech Support              Heidi Beahm 
Ushers           Brian Johns and Heidi Beahm 
 
 

 

 

 

 

      St. Peter’s Upcoming Events: 

Mon. – Fri.  4:00 pm  After School Program  

Mon. Jan. 2  7:00 pm  Scout Meeting 

Tue. Jan. 3  7:00 pm  Property Meeting  

Wed. Jan. 4  7:00 pm Choir Practice 

Thur. Jan. 5  9:00 am  Quilters  

   1:00 pm  Mary Circle 

   7:00 pm  Bible Study  

Fri. Jan. 6  10:00 am 500 Club (open to everyone) 
 

Epiphany Luncheon- Our annual Advent Friend reveal with a pot luck 
luncheon is next Sunday immediately following the worship service. 
EVERYONE is invited to attend, eat together, and listen to the stories 
of those who participated in Advent Friends 2022. 
 

Thank You- to everyone who helped in any way to provide gifts and 
gift cards for children and families at Glade Run Lutheran Services 
this Christmas season.   
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Special Note on the Luminaries for Christmas Eve:   
Many thanks to everyone who sponsored luminaries 
this year.  A special thank you to Robin VanDyke for 
organizing the sponsorship of luminaries and the team 
of volunteers who prepared the luminaries for all to 
see.  Another special thank you to Troy and Beverly 
Barkely for their dedication to cleaning up and putting 
the luminaries away for use next year.   
 
The 2023 offering envelopes - are available in your church mailbox, 
located in Luther Hall.  Please remember to keep your membership 
active a contribution and communion of record in this calendar year 
or the preceding year is necessary.   
 

Altar Flowers- Now is the time to fill in your 2023 flower reservation, 
first come – first served. You can sign up on the chart or contact the 
church office to see if there is an open date for sponsorship. The 
altar flowers are $40 for two vases.  Mark an envelope, write 
FLOWERS and the amount. 
 

Eternal Candle- If you would like to sponsor the eternal candle for a 
month in 2023 you may also sign up to do that on the flower/candle 
chart that is located on the red table or by calling or emailing the 
church office.  The cost to sponsor the candle is $15.00 for the 
month and your donation can be placed in your offering envelope.  
 

Lunch Bunch-  Our monthly lunch group will meet on Wednesday, 
January 11th at noon at the North Park Lounge in Cranberry.  Please 
let Pastor Johns know if you plan to attend so reservations can be 
made for the group.   
 
Evans City  Community Food Cupboard- Our regularly scheduled 
food packup  time is the second Sunday of each month.  However 
due to the first of the month falling on a Sunday it has shifted from 
1/8 to 1/15 as per requested by Marilynn, the director.  Please mark 
your calendar for the change and plan to volunteer to help others.   
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Welcome to St. Peter’s 
You are welcome to worship here with other 
Christians today.  In the name of Jesus Christ, we 
pray that your worship experience will fill you 
with the grace and mercy of Almighty God 
through his Holy Spirit. 
 
Newcomers and Guests 
New to St. Peter’s?  Please sign the GUEST REGISTER behind the 
last pew.  A handicapped accessible RESTROOM is located near 
the Van Buren Street entrance (through Luther Hall, past the 
kitchen, restroom is on the left in the foyer).  You are welcome 
to commune with us if that is your practice. 
 
Nursery - is self-serve and available for children and caregivers. 
Exit the rear of the nave and follow the steps to the basement, 
the nursery is on the left. The service can be heard through an 
intercom in the nursery.  There are activity bags in the back of 
the sanctuary and children’s bulletins geared for children ages 5 
and up are at the nave entrances.    
 
Office Hours: 
Our secretaries are in the church office Monday-Friday 
from 9:00 am until noon.  Pastor Johns can also be reached 
at the church or directly as well. 
Please feel free to contact us by phone or internet: 
Church Office:  724.538.5810 
Church Email:  stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net 
Pastor Email: rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com  
Church Website:  www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org 
Church Facebook Page:  St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 
Sunday Bulletin Deadline:  Wednesdays at 10:00 AM. 
Newsletter deadline:  Third Sunday of the Month 

mailto:stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net
mailto:rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com

