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PRELUDE             Lord, Teach Me Day by Day             Bertha Frick   
 

BELL RINGING 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Through the Holy Spirit, Jesus wades in the waters of our lives calling 
us, gathering us to be his people. 
In turn, the Holy Spirit has surrounded us with the voices of 
Scripture and saints so that we might remain loyal to Christ’s call 
above all else and trustworthy in our discipleship. 

Jesus walks alongside of us, calling us into paths of service. 
Following the one whose ministry reached out to heal, we engage 
all people in ways that are friendly and courteous, so that in 
treating them as neighbors, we might be as neighbors to all people 
through loving service that is helpful and kind. 

Jesus’ call to paths of justice and equity are familiar but fresh for us. 
The mission to proclaim the good news of the kingdom in word and 
deed remains unchanged but that calling still changes us today, so 
that we might be obedient to the voice of God no matter where it 
leads us and cheerful no matter what obstacles we encounter along 
the way. 

Jesus goes before us teaching by example the true way of our calling. 
In making us disciples, the Holy Spirit has enlightened us with gifts, 
such as faith and grace, and a myriad of talents, so that we might 
be thrifty stewards of the blessings of God, always brave in 
leveraging them for the sake of others to the best of our ability out 
of love for God and our neighbor. 

Jesus dwells within us, empowering us to accomplish the ventures to 
which he calls us. 
Though we falter and fail, God leads us into repentance and daily 
creates in us a clean heart through the ongoing benefits of our 
baptism, so that we might reflect purely the holy light of God and 
spend this day through all eternity in reverent worship of God who 
created, redeemed, and sustains us. 
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GATHERING HYMN:  Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee 

 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you always. 
And also with you! 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of 
all who call upon you. By your Spirit show us the things we ought to 
do, and give us the grace and power to do them, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHOIR  This Little Light of Mine 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 58:1-12 
1Shout out, do not hold back! 
  Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 
 Announce to my people their rebellion, 
  to the house of Jacob their sins. 
 2Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know my ways, 
 as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness 
  and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; 
 they ask of me righteous judgments, 
  they delight to draw near to God. 
 3“Why do we fast, but you do not see? 
  Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” 
 Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day, 
  and oppress all your workers. 
 4Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight 
  and to strike with a wicked fist. 
 Such fasting as you do today 
  will not make your voice heard on high. 
 5Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself? 
 Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, 
  and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? 
 Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the LORD? 
 

 6Is not this the fast that I choose: 
  to loose the bonds of injustice, 
  to undo the thongs of the yoke, 
 to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? 
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 7Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, 
  and bring the homeless poor into your house; 
 when you see the naked, to cover them, 
  and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 
 8Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 
  and your healing shall spring up quickly; 
 your vindicator shall go before you, 
  the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 
 9aThen you shall call, and the LORD will answer; 
  you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. 
 If you remove the yoke from among you, 
  the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 
 10if you offer your food to the hungry 
  and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, 
 then your light shall rise in the darkness 
  and your gloom be like the noonday. 
 11The LORD will guide you continually, and satisfy your needs in  
        parched places, and make your bones strong; 
 and you shall be like a watered garden, 
  like a spring of water, whose waters never fail. 
 12Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the  
        foundations of many generations; you shall be called the  
        repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in. 
This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God! 
 

PSALM 112:1-9 (Read Responsively) 
 1Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the LORD 
  and have great delight in God’s commandments! 
 2Their descendants will be mighty in the land; 
  the generation of the upright will be blessed. 
 3Wealth and riches will be in their house, 
  and their righteousness will last forever. 
 4Light shines in the darkness for the upright; 
  the righteous are merciful and full of compassion.  
 5It is good for them to be generous in lending 
  and to manage their affairs with justice. 
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 6For they will never be shaken; 
  the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance. 
 7They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; 
  their heart is steadfast, trusting in the LORD. 
 8Their heart is established and will not shrink, 
  until they see their desire upon their enemies. 
 9They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness 
stands fast forever; 
   they will hold up their head with honor. 
 

SECOND READING:  1 Corinthians 2:1-12 
1When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come 
proclaiming the mystery of God to you in lofty words or wisdom. 2For 
I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and him 
crucified. 3And I came to you in weakness and in fear and in much 
trembling. 4My speech and my proclamation were not with plausible 
words of wisdom, but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of 
power, 5so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on 
the power of God. 
 6Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a 
wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to 
perish. 7But we speak God’s wisdom, secret and hidden, which God 
decreed before the ages for our glory. 8None of the rulers of this age 
understood this; for if they had, they would not have crucified the 
Lord of glory. 9But, as it is written, 
 “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 
  nor the human heart conceived, what God has prepared for  

those who love him”— 
10these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit 
searches everything, even the depths of God. 11For what human 
being knows what is truly human except the human spirit that is 
within? So also no one comprehends what is truly God’s except the 
Spirit of God. 12Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but 
the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the gifts 
bestowed on us by God.  
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
(The assembly stands, if able, to welcome the gospel.) 

 

GOSPEL:  Matthew 5:13-20 
The holy gospel according to Matthew, the fifth chapter.   
Glory to you, O Lord.  
[Jesus said:] 13“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its 
taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for 
anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. 
 14“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 
15No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on 
the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16In the same 
way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your 
good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 
 17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the 
prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfill. 18For truly I tell 
you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke 
of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. 
19Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these 
commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called 
least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches 
them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20For I tell you, 
unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, 
you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 
This is the Holy Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY:  Gather Us In 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, 
and all in need.   A brief silence. 
 

Call your people to seek your wisdom in difficult conversations and 
action. Give the church everywhere courage to repent for the ways 
we have tolerated and practiced injustice. 
 

The response for each petition is: Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom 
and power revealed in Christ crucified. Amen. 
 

PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
 

OFFERING 
Our offerings are made processionally, which means dropped into the 
plates located near the entrances to the nave. 
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CANTICLE OF THANKSGIVING  

 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray.  Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice 
and let the oppressed go free. Receive these offerings in 
thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power,  
and shape us as people of your justice and freedom.  
You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, Amen. 
 

DIALOGUE  
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

THE PROPER PREFACE (It is indeed right… Join their unending hymn)  
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, 
whom you sent in this end of the ages 
to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will. 
He is your Word, inseparable from you, 
through whom you created all things, and in whom you take delight. 
He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb. 
He there took on our nature and our lot 
and was shown forth as your Son, 
born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary. 
He, our Lord Jesus, fulfilled all your will 
and won for you a holy people; 
he stretched out his hands in suffering in order to free from suffering 
those who trust you and shine your light upon this world. 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, we take this bread 
and cup, giving you thanks that you have made us worthy to stand 
before you and to serve you as your priestly people. 
Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church; 
gather into one all who share this bread and wine; 
fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, 
that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ; 
through whom all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father, 
with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Taught by God’s Word Incarnate, we are bold to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 
Come to the table of mercy and joy. 
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LAMB OF GOD (sung as the distribution of the sacrament begins) 

 
 

COMMUNION  
The Sacrament will be offered with these words:  
The body of Christ, given for you. And The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Optional responses Amen or Thanks be to God or Renew us, Lord    
 

BLESSING 
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace.   Amen.  
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.  Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs 
forth abundantly from this table. Renew our strength to do justice, 
love kindness, and journey humbly with you. Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  Amen. 
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SENDING SONG: Christ Be Our Light  

 
 

SHARING FOR SERVING: Mission Notices and Birthdays 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. Thanks be to God!    
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POSTLUDE                Postlude in F           E.L. Ashford 
 

RECOGNITION OF ARTISTS: 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24133. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 
 

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for February  
Our Monthly Benevolent Cause will support Sherri Ifft, Missionary.  If 

you would like to support this cause, please mark the other line on 
your contribution envelope Sherry Ifft. 

 

  

Prayers Have Been Requested Recently for the Following: 

Mrs. Ron Hartmann  Ella Jason  Dick Marburger 
Kim Morris      Rick Reifenstein Matt Thomas  
Pam Volz   Elisa Walker   Glenn Walker  
 
Please hold these members and friends of St. Peter’s in your prayers.  

“The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.” James 5:16 
 

      St. Peter’s Upcoming Events: 

Mon. – Fri.  4:00 pm  After School Program  

Mon. Feb. 6  7:00 pm  Scout Meetings 

   7:00 pm  Fellowship Meeting   

Tue. Feb. 7  7:00 pm  Property Meeting 

Wed. Feb. 8  5:30 pm Manna Night 

7:00 pm  Cantata / Choir Practice 

Thur. Feb. 9  9:00 am  Quilters Group  

   7:00 pm  Bible Study 

Today’s altar flowers 
are presented by 
Lucille Wingard 
In memory of 

Lynette Wingard’s birthday 

The eternal candle 
 is given in celebration of  
our third anniversary and 

Happy Valentine’s Day to all 
by Mike and Teresa 



 17 

ST. PETER’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH   

is a congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). 

Presiding Bishop (ELCA) The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton 
Synodical Bishop (SW PA Synod)      The Rev. Kurt A. Kusserow 
Pastor  The Rev. Brandon Johns 
Organist & Music Director     Marlene Domhoff  
Office Secretary Luann Brosius and Jennifer Erin 
Sexton Joe Ludwik 
Acolyte                                                            Myka Plank 
Assistant Minister                                          Ted Lindgren 
Bell Ringer Boy Scouts 
Greeters Rick & Rita Reifenstein         
Lectors                                                               Boy Scouts 
Tech Support Heidi Beahm 
Ushers Boy Scouts 
   

Congregational Bulletin of Reports Meeting – will be held Sunday, 
February 12th.  Lunch will be served.  Committee reports needed to 
be submitted by Sunday, January 29th. Please submit ASAP if you 
have not already done so.  Proposal to replace stain glass window 
coverings will be discussed. 
 

Secretary – We are looking to fill the secretary role with one part-
time employee. Hours would be Mon – Fri 9 AM to 12 PM during the 
school year and MWF in the summer.  Please see Pastor if you are 
interested in applying.  Thank you to Luann & Jenn who are holding 
things down in the meantime! 
 

After Worship Fellowship – You are invited to host our fellowship 
with 7-8 dozen cookies or a treat of your choice for us to share 
together! Sign up is on the table at the Luther Hall entrance. Please 
check the box beside your name if you would like to help in the 
kitchen on that day as well. A member of Fellowship Committee will 
assist you on that Sunday if you’d like.  If you have any questions, you 
may see Bev Critchlow. 
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Birthday – Charles Harbaugh, a long-time member of St. Peter’s will  
be 90 on February 25.  Let’s help him celebrate with a card shower.   
His address is 122 Pflugh Road, Butler, PA  16001 
 

Nursery – Post pandemic, the nursery went from having a rotation of 
volunteers to watch children, to being closed, to being open in a self-
service style.  With the return of nursery-aged children in worship, we 
are looking for volunteers to see if there is a large enough team to be 
able to have a rotation on Sunday mornings in the nursery once more.  
Please let Adam Price or Pastor know if you’re interested. Thank you! 
 

Food Cupboard Volunteers – We participate in packing food up once 
a month for the food cupboard. It is usually be the second Sunday of 
each month immediately following the worship service. In February 
the time has been moved to 9 am during Sunday School because the 
second Sunday is our bulletin of reports meeting. If you would like to 
volunteer, please meet in the food cupboard at 9 am next week. 
 

Lunch Bunch- If you enjoy a good meal and good people, please 
consider being a part of this month’s Lunch Bunch. The next Lunch 
Bunch will be Wednesday, February 15th at 12:00 PM at              
Houlihan’s on Rt. 19.  Please let Pastor know ahead of time so we can 
reserve the right number of seats.  We order from the menu & lunch is 
Dutch treat.  

    
 

We are grateful for the mission and ministry of the youth and adults 
of our Scout pack and troop Evans City #399, praising God for your 
place within our community.  May God’s hand continue to bless our 
partnership and the work we share in building up people into the 
individuals and communities that God made them to be. 
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  Reflections on A Scout is Reverent 
 

“And then the final and chief test of the scout is the doing of a good 
turn to somebody every day, quietly and without boasting. This is the 
proof of the scout. It is practical religion, and a boy honors God best 
when he helps others most. A boy may wear all the scout uniforms 
made, all the scout badges ever manufactured, know all the 
woodcraft, campcraft, scoutcraft and other activities of boy scouts, 
and yet never be a real boy scout. To be a real boy scout means the 
doing of a good turn every day with the proper motive and if this be 
done, the boy has a right to be classed with the great scouts that 
have been of such service to their country. To accomplish this a scout 
should observe the scout law.” 
 BOY SCOUTS HANDBOOK The First Edition, 1911 (p 10) 
 

 

“A Scout is reverent. A Scout is reverent toward God. He is faithful in 
his religious duties. He respects the beliefs of others. Wonders all 
around the world remind us of our faith in God. We find it in the tiny 
secrets of creation and in the great mysteries of the universe. It 
exists in the kindness of people and in the teachings of our families 
and religious leaders. We show our reverence by living our lives 
according to the ideals of our beliefs.” 
 http://ascoutis.org/reverent.php 
 

“The Boy Scouts of America maintains that no member can grow into 
the best kind of citizen without recognizing an obligation to God. In 
the first part of the Scout Oath or Promise the member declares, "On 
my honor I will do my best to do my duty to God and my country and 
to obey the Scout Law." The recognition of God as the ruling and 
leading power in the universe and the grateful acknowledgment of 
His favors and blessings are necessary to the best type of citizenship 
and are wholesome precepts in the education of the growing 
members. ”  

Article IX. Policies and Definitions –  
From the Boy Scouts of America Charter and Bylaws 

Section 1. Declaration of Religious Principle, clause 1 
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Welcome to St. Peter’s  
We are thankful that you are here to worship with 
other Christians today.  In the name of Jesus Christ, we 
pray that your worship experience will fill you with the 
grace and mercy of Almighty God through his Holy Spirit. 
 

Newcomers and Guests 
New to St. Peter’s?  Please sign the GUEST REGISTER behind the 
last pew.  A handicapped accessible RESTROOM is located near 
the Van Buren Street entrance (through Luther Hall, past the 
kitchen, restroom is on the left in the foyer).  You are welcome 
to commune with us if that is your practice. 
 

Nursery - is self-serve and available for children and 
caregivers. Exit the rear of the nave and follow the steps to 
the basement, the nursery is on the left. The service can be 
heard through an intercom in the nursery.  There are 
activity bags in the back of the sanctuary and children’s 
bulletins geared for children ages 5 and up are at the nave 
entrances.    
 

Staying in Touch: 
Please feel free to contact us by phone or internet: 
Church Office:  724.538.5810 
Church Email:  stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net 
Pastor Email: rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com  
Church Website:  www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org 
Church Facebook Page:  St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 
 

 

mailto:stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net
mailto:rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com
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