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“But to one who without works trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is 

reckoned as righteousness.” Romans 4:5 

 

Last week, I was gathering the girls from hanging out at our After-school Pro-

gram.  Lily and Anna both walked themselves home with some encouragement, while I got 

Kate’s shoes and jacket onto her.  Once set, Kate rushed ahead of me to the door, not because 

she was excited to leave but because she wanted to get out ahead of me.  As we headed out 

the back door and down the few steps, she turned her head back and said, “I the leader Daddy.”   

Kate had learned to want to declare herself the leader and command being followed from her 

sisters, but with Anna and Lily it can be hard for her to get her shot (although you shouldn’t be 

feeling sorry for her as she is plenty assertive).  With Lily and Anna home already, this was the 

perfect opportunity.  Down the stairs and sidewalk we went, when suddenly Kate announced 

we were taking a shortcut.  Normally, I would take the sidewalk to the end, but we cut left and 

into the parking lot before making our way into the garage.  All along, Kate kept looking back to 

make sure that I was following her step for step. 

In the game “I the Leader,” it’s not enough to simply arrive at the same destination as Kate, you 

have to step in the same spots at the same speed as Kate.  As it turns out, this type of following 

is exactly what defines discipleship, because to be a disciple literally means to follow behind.  

When Jesus says “Follow me” it’s a quite literal call to discipleship and one of the reasons early 

Christians were known as people of The Way.  In Jesus’ time and culture, disciples were sup-

posed to literally and figuratively follow in the footsteps of their Rabbi, their teacher, in order to 

learn from them.   

Therefore, as people of The Way, we are called to follow in the footsteps of Jesus.  There is no 

better time for coming to terms with the risk of this endeavor than in the season of Lent.  Jesus’ 

journey leads to the cross.  There is death before there is resurrection.  This is our path.  God 

asks us to take up our crosses, to put to death our old selves, to cut away that which hold us 

back from full devotion, to daily drown in the waters of baptismal life so that we might rise to 

new life, abundant life, true life.  God always calls us toward love and grace, but the steps that 

we take, the encounters that we make, could lead us down familiar roads or uncomfortable, 

even dangerous byways.   
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True discipleship, then, can be scary.  The journey of Lent, which includes a rededication to being disciples of 

The Way, is difficult at least, and sometimes even harrowing.  It is like a game of I the Leader across a rushing 

river where each step on each stone is of vital importance or perhaps, like Indiana Jones’s leap of faith on his 

way to find the Holy Grail.  Second-guessing the safety of those steps or the wisdom of choosing that path is 

easy, even understandable, but eventually, if sustained, debilitating for discipleship.  In the midst of the rushing 

waters, the doubts, and the fear, it is the gift of faith that empowers and enables us to be disciples following in 

the footsteps of Jesus. 

Faith is the foundation for a life lived as disciple of Christ.  In order to follow Jesus, we need to believe that Je-

sus’ footsteps are the right ones to follow and also that we can trust the Way.  Discipleship illustrates why trust 

is a core element of what it means to practice faith.  If we don’t trust the leader, then it would seriously ham-

per our will and ability to follow that leader.  Likewise, forging our own path independent of the one of service, 

grace, and love laid before us by our Lord would illustrate an abandoning of faith.  Instead, let us walk this Len-

ten journey and our lifelong path of discipleship trusting the one who goes before us and is yet always right 

with us.  Let us step out confidently* beside still waters and through deep dark valleys.  Jesus leads to the cross 

but also to new, holy life. Have faith. 

*confident literally means with faith from the Latin con, meaning with, and fide, meaning faith. 

Thanks to Heidi Beahm for volunteering to write this month’s faith reflection.  Please let me know which month 

you would like to volunteer to be the featured faith reflection.  Thanks! 

Discipleship  

 

 

 

 

 

Founded in Faith  
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I thought that after I graduated from college, I would no longer have a use for my dictionary which if I admit it 

was more tattered and torn then my Bible from overuse.  I used it more for correcting my spelling then for 

the actual meaning of words.  I was partially correct in thinking that I would no longer need my dictionary as I 

can now ask Siri or look it up on my “little black box,” as my Grandma Corfield would so often refer to a lap-

top, computer, or even cell phone.  In recent years I have been challenged to learn new words and their 

meanings and find myself googling something almost daily.    The dictionary defines Faith as “complete trust 

or confidence in someone or something.”   The definition seems simple enough right? I ponder the thought of 

having compete trust in someone or something.   

 Over the course of my life there have been many people who have shaped not only the person that I 

am today but gave me the foundation which has built my faith.  Various pastors, family members and friends 

have stood by my side and encouraged me in my journey of faith.  Honestly, while my dictionary was getting 

tattered from overuse, the same thing was happening to my sister’s Bible.  She didn’t need her dictionary like 

I needed mine and she thought nothing less of me for it.  She was always encouraging myself and others to 

have faith, that the Lord had a plan for us and if we just had faith, he would lead us on the path of his choos-

ing.  Another mentor in my life was my Grandma Corfield.  She was loved by so many and was so easy to love.  

Thanks to my Aunt and Uncle I got to spend priceless time with her on her final day here on Earth.  We went 

to visit Gram and she sat up to try to speak to us, a bit of a rally time, where she told us she loved all of us so 

much.  I put my arm around her and she laid her head on my chest and simply sank into me.  I got to hold her 

and be with her for a time and it was in this moment that I found a new definition for my faith, that Webster 

didn’t mention.  It was through faith that I knew that grandma was leaving us in this world and will be waiting 

for us in the next.  It was having faith in a God that that loves and cares about us so much that he gives us mo-

ments like this to hold in our hearts and share with others about his love.  Ironically, my grandma was legally 

blind in the latter part of her life.  My definition of faith is also believing in something that we can’t see.  I be-

lieve that there are times where we have to walk blindly in our faith.  Faith gives us the ability to reach for the 

hand of God and embrace it. Grandma was earthly blind, but her faith was full sight.  When ANY of us, partic-

ularly the grandkids, took a life challenge to Grandma God ALWAYS gave her direction and guidance that 

amazed each of us and encouraged us to have faith in God our Father and Creator.   

 Finally, I believe that it is faith that has given me the ability to love in a way that I never thought possi-

ble.  I learned what truly unconditional love was when I had my children.  I prayed a long time for children to 

be a part of my life.  My faith grew stronger as I watched them take their first breath, watched as the waters 

of baptism washed their sins away, and witnessed their first steps, and the many falls in-between.  For those 

of you who know my children you know these are to numerous to keep track of, especially with an aging 

mind.  It’s not just my kids that I love.  Nope, I love all kids!  A few years ago, when the After-School Program 

was in question I prayed to God to give me the faith to follow his lead and I am beyond proud of the growing 

program that we have here at St. Peter’s.  Just in the past year, church finances challenged my heart and 

mind and our congregation never wavered in their faith that we would recover and by some miracle we were 

right, a true testament of faith.  Faith in each other, faith in God, faith in family and friends, these are all gifts 

from God. I have faith that God has great things in store for our church and the loving family we have be-

come.  -Heidi Beahm  

F a i t h  d e f i n e d   
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A n n o u n c e m e n t s  &  B i r t h d a y s :  

Keeping the Word Alive Prayer Vigil (April  10-12) – 

Holy Week is one of the most spiritually intense 

times of the whole year, and mirroring the way the 

Gospels slow down to follow Jesus’ every move    

during his passion week provides us with rich ground 

for strengthening the roots of our faith.  From the 

conclusion of our Good Friday evening service until 

the beginning of Easter sunrise service, we will be 

participating in Keeping the Word Alive at the Foot 

of the Cross.  For about thirty-six hours, we will read 

continually through this year’s lectionary gospel, 

Matthew, broken only by readers taking time for 

prayer or using other provided devotional material 

to reflect on the magnitude of Jesus’ sacrificial love 

for us.  Our thirty-six hour vigil represents the time 

Christ lay dead in the tomb, but giving audible voice 

to God’s Word reminds us that death is not the      

victor in this battle.  Also this time of incarnating the 

Word teaches us that we not only play a part in     

Jesus’ death but in the on-going life of his Body.  

There will be a poster in Luther Hall where you can 

take a slot or slots to be a reader or watcher.  No 

one should be in the building alone, especially at 

night, and watchers provide support for readers who 

would otherwise be participating in the vigil alone.  

Couples, families, or friends may sign up for both the 

reader and corresponding watcher slots and take 

turns while they are present in the church reading 

and keeping watch.  Please consider this opportunity 

to live into Jesus’ request of the disciples at          

Gethsemane to remain with him and stay awake 

with him (Mt 26:38), and if you have any questions 

please talk to Pastor or the Worship Committee.  

March Birthdays                

St. Peter’s Church Family Wishes Many 

Blessings To You!  
 

1 Julia Knauff   24 James Thomas 

1 Steve Van Dyke  24 Don Reedy 

2 Pastor Beverly Banyay              24 Peyton Wearing 

2 Ashley Green               25 Rita Reifenstein 

2 Nathan Critchlow  25 Cassandra Zoelle 

2 Lorcan Merrison  27 Staci Bettencourt 

3 Elsa Plank   28 Sue Manuel 

3 Myka Plank 

4 Shayne Grosick 

5 Ryan Bonicky 

8 Mary Jane Raupp 

9 Robin Van Dyke 

11 Ethan Thomas 

12 Gary Barnhart 

12 Kasen Critchlow 

13 Zachary Humes 

13 Mary Jordan 

13 Chase Wearing 

14 Troy Barnhart 

 

 

 

 

 

Softball— If you are interested in playing on the St. Peter’s softball team 
please talk to Pastor Johns, who is the coach of our team.  Games are held 
during the week at Lutherlyn or at the Middle Lancaster Field.  Everyone is 
welcome to participate or to be part of the cheer squad.   
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Fasting for Change 

This Lent consider not just the discipline of giving 
something up, but also giving something toward.     
As part of your Lenten journey, you are invited to       
donate the money you would have spent on what 
you have given up (eating out, sweets or your           
morning latte) to Blessed Bundles (Welca annual       
outreach).  You will find an envelope in your bulletin 
the first week of Lent.  There will also be more        
envelopes available at the collection site in Luther 
Hall.  You may choose to donate weekly, or give the 
sum of your savings at the end of Lent.  This is a great 
individual or family project to take on this Lenten   
season.    

Note:  offerings given in the contribution envelopes 
designated to Lent will benefit St. Peter’s current 
fund.   

 

Looking Ahead...Lent / Holy Week  

Mar. 5  Meager Meal 6 pm  

  Service 7 pm  

 

Mar. 6  Fish Fry 4:30 pm  

 

Mar. 12   Meager Meal 6 pm  

  Service 7 pm  

 

Mar. 19  Meager Meal 6 pm  

  Service 7 pm 

 

Mar. 26  Meager Meal 6 pm  

  Service 7 pm  

 

April  2  Meager Meal 6 pm  

  Service 7 pm 

 

April 5  Palm Sunday— Worship 10:15  

 

April  8  Silent Service 7 pm  

 

April 9   Maundy Thursday 7 pm 

 

April 10   Good Friday: 

  Community Cross Walk—noon                        
  (Starting at Callery Crestview)  

  Worship Service 7 pm  

 

 

Blessed Bundles baby supplies program 
  
Lutheran Church of Our Savior is proud to offer 

"Blessed Bundles" - an exciting program which offers 

new and gently used baby supplies to individuals in 

the local community.  Blessed Bundles collects and 

distributes items such as diapers, baby wipes, baby 

clothes (up to size 8), baby/toddler toys and equip-

ment, and other baby supplies.  Items may vary and 

will be available as they are donated to Blessed     

Bundles.  Blessed Bundles will distribute supplies on 

the third Saturday of each month from 11:00 a.m. - 

1:00 p.m.    
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a n n o u n c e m e n t s  

Thank You! 

A heartfelt thank you for your    

Christmas gift donation to Glade 

run Lutheran Services.  Your gener-

osity brings joy to the children on      

Christmas morning and all through-

out the year.  God Bless!   

Steven Green, President / CEO 

Glade Run Lutheran Services  

Game Night 

Join us the third Saturday 

of each month for the fun 

and fellowship of game 

night.  Games are played 

beginning at 6:30 pm.  Bring 

your favorite game, snack 

to share, and friend.  Hope 

to see you March 21st!  
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W e l c o m e !   

We officially welcomed the Schmidt Family, Lindgren Family, Mark Acre, and Dan Guerriero 

to our St. Peter’s family on Sunday, February 23rd during our worship service.  We are      

delighted to have you join us as we serve Christ and others.   
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P i n e w o o d  d e r b y  2 0 2 0   

Evans City Scouts Pack #399 invited St. Peter’s youth to participate in their annual pinewood 

derby day which was held here at St. Peter’s on Saturday, February 22nd.  About 14 kids par-

ticipated in the activities and fun was had by all who attended.  Many thanks to the Scouts 

for including  St Peter’s kids in this event and providing cars for those who participated.   
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F i n a n c i a l  F a c t s   

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for March 

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for March 
will support Camp Lutherlyn (This is not the 
same thing as St. Peter’s Campers).  If you 

would like to support this cause please mark 
the other line on your contribution  envelope  

Camp Lutherlyn.    

A Financial Update – in an effort to keep everyone informed 

about our current financial situation the reconciled treasurers re-

port of our current fund as of the end of January  2020 is as  

follows:     Current Fund  ($2,984.96), Memorial Fund 

$9,426.15, Youth Fund $6,782.74, Manna Fund $3,581.99, Pri-

ority Project Fund $14,242.73, After School Program $6,881.25.  

Many thanks to those who continue to give to these funds which 

give us the ability to serve Christ and others. 

Giving To Synod Benevolence in 2020 

Just a quick reminder that if you would like to give to 

Synod Benevolence in 2020 (giving to the greater 

church that reaches beyond the doors of St. Peter’s) 

you can choose to mark your contribution envelope in 

the benevolence section.   

Just a reminder: if you do not mark your contribution 

envelope 10% of your entire donation will go to     

synod benevolence, as approved by church council.  

St. Peter’s pledged $13,500 to synod benevolence in 

2019.  Hopefully we reach that goal this year.   

2019 Lent Offering is designated  to the current 

fund.   

*See pg. 5 for special designation Lent outreach  

St. Peter's Income January 2020 

  

Meals on Wheels  $        62.00  

Food Cupboard  $          5.00  

Synod Benevolence  $      856.93  

EDCO Park  $        10.00  

Current Fund  $   8,717.42  

Music Fund  $        30.00  

Flower Incme  $      266.00  

Priority Projects  $        10.00  

After School   $   2,234.00  

Brick Restoration 
Loan  $   1,250.00  

Campership  $        12.50  

Manna Night   $        10.00  

Total   $ 13,463.85  



 

   

T h o u g h t s  &  P r a y e r s  

Kitty Aul 

John, Summer, Timothy Barron & Family 

Dave Barber (Cancer) 
Pat Barnhart   

Sharla Barron (Knee Surgery)  
Helen Barto  
John & Helen Bird 
Rob Boring (Liver Problems-nephew of Joe Ludwik) 

Tom Broeren 

Levi Budisky  

Arlene Cameron (sister of E. Budisky) 

Jane Carruth (Colon Cancer - B.Barkley) 

Helen Couvert (Liver Cancer)  
Jim Critchlow 
David English (Lung Cancer) 

Diane Fair 

Joann Finch (submitted by Teresa O’Malley)  

Pat Foringer (ALS)  

David Fulghum 

Edward & Beryl Gilliland   

Lori Goodwin 

Willy Helterbran 

Bob Holden (Cancer – submitted by R. Roberts 

Rich Isreal 

Marylee Jones 

Carol Kerr 

Alma Kincaid (Leukemia – from:  Marsha Reedy)  

Val Kurth (Breast Cancer) 

Mario Limonciello (submitted by Talea Merrison)  

Kim Long (cancer) 

Todd Manuel (Blood Disease)  

Diane Marburger 

Berty McMillen  

Matt & Kim Morris 

Oskar Perez (health problems – from Talea Merrison)  

Erin Price 

Bill Puryear (cancer) 

Harold & Barb Rader 

Rege & Becky Rengers  

Carol Smith (Cancer) 

Tammy Dauben Speck  (Breast Cancer)       

Carrie Sphar (cancer – from: Cheryl Thomas) 

Sadie Terek (cystic fibrosis – from:  Kim Morris) 

Garret Thomas (cancer – from:  Kim Morris) 

Maddie Tripodi (4 yr. old cancer- from:  Heidi Beahm) 

Cathy Van Dyke (Robin Van Dykes Sister In Law)  

Dave Van Dyke (Cancer) 

Shirley Weimer (submitted by Vonda Weimer)  

Tracey Weimer (submitted by Vonda Weimer)  

Todd Manuel (Blood Disease)  

Betty Westerman (Beverly Barkley’s Mother)  

Beverly Williams (colon cancer- submitted by Vonda 

Weimer) 

John & Kay Yuengert (submitted by Karen Ferrari)  

Russell Zoelle Sr. (Health Issues)  
 

Please contact the church office as soon as possible 

PRAYERS FOR OUR HOMEBOUND  
 

William Boice 

Norma Iman 

Agnes Watson  

Mary Belle McMillen  

Ruth Rasp  

Mary K. Hill 
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F e b r u a r y  C o u n c i l  M i n u t e s — U n a p p r o v e d  

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 
Council Meeting 

February 11, 2020 
 
Present: Pastor Johns, Michael Bettencourt, Dan Erin, Emily Critchlow, Debbie Merrison, Matt Otto, Adam 
Price, Rita Reifenstein, Dan Vicheck, Luann Brosius 
 
Absent: Jane Taylor, Russ Zoelle, Barbara Brown 
 
Guest: Heidi Beahm, Ray Middleton 
 

President Michael Bettencourt called the meeting to order at 7:07PM and Pastor Johns lead us in prayers of 
grace and thanksgiving.  
 
Minutes: Written report submitted. Dan Erin motioned to accept the minutes, 2nd by Dan Vicheck. Motion    
Carried.  
   
Treasurer’s Report: Written report submitted. No action needed by council. 
 

Financial Secretary Report: Written report submitted. No action needed by council. 
 

Pastor’s Report: Written report submitted. Luann motioned to accept Mark Acre in as a new member.            
Dan Vicheck 2nd, motion carried.  
 

Fellowship: Written report submitted. No action needed by council.  
 

Finance: Written report submitted. Dan Erin motioned to change Octobers monthly benevolent cause from  
Lutheran Senior Life to Lutheran Service Society, to accept the second 6 months of 2020 monthly benevolent 
causes and to designate the lent offerings to current fund and a special designation during lent to Blessed Bun-
dles. 2nd by Rita Reifenstein, motion carried.  
 

Learning/Youth/Manna/Afterschool: No meeting.  
   
Memorial: No meeting. 
Mutual Ministry: No report.  
Property: Written report submitted. No action needed by council.  
Music & Worship: Written report submitted. No action needed by council.  
 

Unfinished Business: Matt Otto has not heard back from the Water and Sewer Authority.  
 

New Business: Barbara Brown resigned from council. Rita Reifenstein made a motion to accept Barbara 
Brown’s resignation and to accept Ray Middleton to fill her term. Dan Vicheck 2nd, motion carried.  
 

Dan Vicheck motioned to adjourn the meeting at 9:08 pm. 2nd by Rita Reifenstein. Motion Carried. Meeting 
closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Emily Critchlow  
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M a r c h  C a l e n d a r  
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202 Van Buren St. 

Evans City, PA  

16033 

Call us: 724-538-5810 

E-mail us 

stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net 

 

St. Peter’s 

Lutheran 

Church   

 

 

 

 

 

Sponsored by  

Perry & Luann Brosius 

S p o n s o r i n g  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r  

God’s Son  

 

 

 

Never Fails 

Website:  http://

www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org/ 

Our Staff: 

 

Pastor Brandon Johns                    

 

Heidi Beahm, Secretary 

 

Marlene Domhoff, 

Organist / Music Director 

 

Joe Ludwik, Sexton 

 

 

• The Sunday Bulletin Deadline is                     

Wednesdays at 10 am 
 

• Monthly Newsletter Deadline is the 3rd Sunday of 

each month 
 

• Sunday School: 9 am  

• Weekly Worship Services:   

Sundays at 10:15 am 

• Check Our Weekly Calendar of other events.  

Office Hours for Secretary:    

M-F  

9 am—noon 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.cliparthut.com/clip-arts/556/september-clip-art-556545.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.cliparthut.com/sept-word-clipart.html&h=101&w=203&tbnid=49IQhkFArFkfTM:&docid=E1rrhOHXj-2X5M&ei=V-vdVY7hC4O4yQTvwKe4DQ&tbm=isch

