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“But, in accordance with [the Lord’s] promise, we wait for new heavens and 

a new earth, where righteousness is at home. 14Therefore, beloved, while 

you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at peace, without 

spot or blemish; 15and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation.”               

2 Peter 3:13-15a 

After almost a year of focusing on hope, we have finally arrived at the         

season of hope.  Although Christ’s resurrection, which we celebrate most 

directly at Easter, is the house within which our hope lives, the advent of the Incarnation         

provides its foundation.  Easter resurrection provides the promise that is the lifeblood of the 

hope we have in life eternal, but Advent reminds us that God fulfills promises, which provides 

reason and, well, hope for our hope. 

Advent is a season of watching and waiting.  Mostly we think about that in the context of the 

coming celebration of the Christ Child.  Expectation of the arrival of a baby will do that to most 

of us.  Add in the joy of Christmas, and it’s no wonder that Advent waiting largely becomes a 

countdown to Christmas.  Certainly, this season of hope is a joyous making ready for celebrating 

the gift of God coming among us as one of us.  However, despite the nostalgia that hangs         

sweetly in the air like the warm, enveloping smell of Christmas cookies baking in the oven,       

Advent is a future-oriented season, looking forward to even more than carols, get-togethers, and 

gifts. 

Preparations guided by Advent are for welcoming the coming of Jesus, not only the coming of 

Jesus as recorded by Luke two thousand years but also the coming again of Jesus.  Scripture         

lessons and worship hymns remind us that our lives as disciples are that of active waiting for the 

righteous judge of all the nations to come into the world and make all things new.  We wait and 

work toward that day with the eagerness and longing of captives looking forward to the day they 

are set free.  Advent sings sweetly of the time when the Babe of Bethlehem came into the world 

while also lifting triumphant refrains about the coming day of Jesus’ return in glory. 

While the color blue often represents sadness in our culture, the blue hues of Advent are meant 

to evoke the skies just before dawn.  Advent blue is a color of hope.  It reminds us that the fu-

ture is bright.  Darkness will not triumph.  God’s light is breaking into the world.  The Gospel of 

John’s opening nativity poem and the Nicene Creed both remind us that Jesus’ entry into human 

time was such a dawning upon the world.  However, we hope in what will be, for a future reality, 

not what was.  Therefore, the hope of Advent is in what will be – the eternal glory of the           

restored relationship with the forever Emmanuel.   

From the Pastor:  
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Yet, in a world wearied by brokenness and sin, the Advent blue of hope can easily fade to the advent of 

gloom.  Days seem to only get darker.  Dawn feels farther.  We wonder if our hope in the breaking-in reign 

of God was misplaced.  After all, hatred, mistrust, polarization, and greed all have made loud their battle 

cries.  Can God’s people realistically hope that Jesus will ever set any of this right?  God’s good gift of the 

Word and the Word made flesh repeat the sounding joy of a confident Yes. 

Ancient Scripture reminds us that we are not the only people of God to have waited.  Old Testament         

lessons in Advent remind us that long ago God promised a Savior to the people of Israel.  Corresponding 

New Testament readings affirm that God made good on that promise in Jesus.  In the ongoing unfolding of 

God’s salvation story in Scripture we are reminded that because God delivers, we can count on being       

delivered.  In the same way that we look forward with expectant delight-filled hope at the coming          

Christmas because experience has taught us that it is a wonder-full time, we watch the horizon with faith-

filled, excited hope because the experience of the people of God is fulfillment.   

What God has done in Jesus fuels our hope for what God will do and continues to do in Jesus.  The advent 

of God Incarnate was a loving gift to the world that we continue to enjoy in our own lives.  As we watch 

and wait for Christ to come again, our hope in that glorious day is replenished by the daily promising-

keeping of God who is with us each and every day.  God’s love revealed to us time and again grants hope to 

our hope as we lean ever more fully into that very love. 

We are excited to offer another way to celebrate the birth of our Savior.       
We are hosting a viewing party at St. Peter’s on Sunday, December 12th at 
6:30 PM. The movie entitled “Christmas with the Chosen” is based on the 
Christian series about Jesus and his disciples.  

 

To preview the show, click the link below: 

https://youtu.be/a9s7OUspzes 

 

To purchase tickets for the event, click the link below: 

https://faithcontentnetwork.brushfire.com/thechosen/521086 

 

If you have any questions, please reach out to Jenn Erin. 

 

https://youtu.be/a9s7OUspzes
https://faithcontentnetwork.brushfire.com/thechosen/521086
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Cookie Walk - St. Peter’s Lutherlyn campers are 

holding their annual cookie sale on Sunday,        

December 19th following the worship service.  

The cookies will be sold at $10 a tin with all          

proceeds benefiting the campers.  Each tin will 

be filled with an assortment of cookies provided 

by the camper families.  

We would like to thank the many volunteers who signed up 

to keep St. Peter’s grounds looking beautiful this past mowing 

season!  The grass was cut, weeds were pulled, flower beds 

were tended to, and we can’t thank you enough for all of 

your hard work and dedication.  Hopefully the winter will be a 

light one and we won’t need a huge snow shoveling / plowing 

team.  Just in case you are interested…. speak to Pastor Johns 

about your availability and we will keep the shovels ready.   

 

 

A special thank you to the dedicated team 

of fellowship committee members for all of 

their hard work to make the turkey dinner 

a huge success.  Many thanks for all of the 

donations, which made this year’s event 

possible.  The dinner raised over $2,000 

with the proceeds benefiting priority     

projects of St. Peter’s & $200 dedicated to 

The Evans City Volunteer Fire department.  

Making progress!  

11/29/2020 
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C o m m u n i t y  N e w s   

Evans City Public Library Santa Breakfast 

Saturday, December 4th 9 am—noon 

Reserve your seat to attend today! Just $5 per seat.  

Click here to RSVP Online  

Evans City Salvation Army Kettle Campaign 

We need your help!  We are looking for volunteers 

to ring the bell to raise funds for the Salvation Army 

on Fridays and Saturdays to ring at the 7-11 gas  

station, Unimart, and Ace Hardware.  The time 

commitment would be for 2 hours at a time. Please 

contact J. Mark Kline if you would like to volunteer 

at  j.mark.kline@gmail.com   

 

Be The Match 

“Jax” Ramierez is a six-year-old who was         

diagnosed with a serious genetic disorder called 

IPEX.  IPEX is a super autoimmune bug, targeting 

different systems and different organs.  He is in 

need of a bone barrow transplant.  His family is 

not a match for this much needed transplant 

and they are reaching out to the community to 

be tested for the possibility of a match.   If you 

are between the ages of 18-40 

patients like Jax need you.  

Join the registry    today by 

scanning the QR code or text 

“JAX” to 61474 

https://www.evanscitylibrary.org/event-details/santa-breakfast
mailto:j.mark.kline@gmail.com


 

5  

A n n o u n c e m e n t s  &  b i r t h d a y s :  

Sunday School Christmas Program – will be held 
on Sunday, December 19th at 6:30 pm.  You are 
invited to attend the evening performance of our 
youth and stay for refreshments afterwards.    

Advent Devotionals - are available for all ages on 

the table outside the glass door entry to the   

building. 

Glade Run Gifts- please return all unwrapped gifts 
with tags by Sunday December 5th. You can also 
log onto the Glade Run website if you were not 
able to get a tag here at the church and make a 
direct donation to Glade Run by having gifts sent 
to Glade Run.   

Soup Sale — will take place 
on Saturday, January 22nd.  
Soup will be sold by the 
quart. Pre-orders will be  
taken  and will be sold on 
first come first served basis. 
Watch for more information 
in the January newsletter 
and future bulletins.   

3 Sarah Merrison      

McIntyre 

5 Lindsey Helfer 

7  Talea Merrison 

8 Lisa McCombs 

9 Mary Belle McMillen 

12 Matt Morris 

12 Samantha Weber  

13 Terry Williams 

14 Beth Brethauer  

14 Colton Wearing 

16 Robin Green 

18 Linda Schmidt 

19 Ryan Nulph 

19 Paige Volz 

20 Leo Weber 

21 Beverly Barkley 

23 Rick Reifenstein 

24 Shelby Zellhart 

26 Louie Greenawalt 

26 Trevor VanDyke 

27 Nick Vicheck 

27 Daniel Guerriero 

28 Paul Green 

28 Karen Ferrari 

31 Adam Price 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Peter’s Youth invite you join them for 

Christmas Caroling & Party                    

on Friday 

DEC. 17th 5:30 pm  

*Meet in Luther Hall to 

kick off the night!   

Christmas Cards  
 

Fortunately this year should be easier then ever for you to give  

Christmas cards to your St. Peter’s friends and family.  Every family or 

individual has an assigned mailbox in Luther Hall.  The mailboxes are 

mostly in alphabetical order, so please take some time to place your 

cards in the mailboxes of those whom you would like to receive cards.  

  

December Birthdays                

St. Peter’s Church Family Wishes                      

Many Blessings  To You!  
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Christmas Eve- an abbreviated Candle-

light Service with Holy Communion will 

be held at 7:00 pm and a traditional   

Candlelight Christmas Eve Service with 

Holy Communion will be held at 10:00 

pm.  Make plans to join us in person or 

online as we celebrate the birth of Christ. 

Advent Friends 
 Our annual Advent Friend reveal will take 

place on Sunday, January 2nd with a pot luck 
luncheon immediately following the worship 
service. EVERYONE is invited to attend and   

listen to the stories of those who participated 
in Advent Friends 2021. 

Christmas Luminaries at St. Peter’s - Once again St. Peter’s will light 

your way on Christmas Eve with our annual luminaries.  If you would like 

to sponsor a luminary please fill out a sponsor form, or you can e-mail or 

call the church with your request.  Donations of $5 will be accepted and 

proceeds will go toward paying down our brick loan. 

Let Your            

Light Shine 
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f i n a n c i a l  f a c t s   

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for December  

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause  will support            

Bethesda Children’s Home.  If you 

would like to support this cause, 

please mark the Other line on your 

contribution envelope Bethesda. 

The 2022 offering envelopes will be available in your church         
mailbox (Located in Luther Hall) The envelopes are numbered and 
dated for 2022 so please wait to use them until the new year!  
Please remember to keep your membership active a contribution 
and communion of record in this calendar year or the preceding 
year is necessary.   

A Financial Update – in an effort to keep everyone 

informed about our current financial situation the    

reconciled treasurers report of our current fund           

as of the end of October 2021 is as follows:                 

Current Fund $6,331.68,  Memorial Fund $3,939.72, 

Youth Fund $7,430.01, Manna Fund 4,164.06,            

Priority Project Fund $19,937.19 (includes funds for 

new heating system, After School Program $18,747.18.  

Many thanks to those who continue to give to these 

funds which give us the ability to serve Christ and      

others. 

Synod Benevolence Goal 2021 
The pledge we set for this year is $13,750  and as 

of the end of October we have collected 

$10,217.30.  We are hoping to get closer to our 

pledge as 2021 comes to an end.  If you would like 

to help reach this goal mark the “Benevolence” 

line on your contribution envelope.   



 

   

T h o u g h t s  &  P r a y e r s  

Amy Anthony (Cancer)  

Cole Barkley 

John, Summer, Timothy Barron & Family 

Amanda Barron  

Sharla Barron 

Herb Brittner 
Rob Boring (Liver Problems-nephew of Joe Ludwik) 

Tom Broeren 

Jane Brown 

Eilene Budisky  

Jane Carruth (Colon Cancer - B.Barkley) 

David English (Lung Cancer) 

Diane Fair 

Bob & Joan Ferringer 

Pat Foringer (ALS)  

Mary, Glenn, and David Fulghum 

Edward & Beryl Gilliland   

Lori Goodwin 

Joyce Hays  

Rich Isreal 

Marylee Jones 

Val Kurth (Breast Cancer) 

Carol Kerr 

Kim Long (cancer) 

Matt & Kim Morris 

Erin Price 

Bill Puryear (cancer) 

Harold & Barb Rader 

Carol Smith (Cancer) 

Tammy Dauben Speck  (Breast Cancer)       

Carrie Sphar (cancer – from: Cheryl Thomas) 

Sadie Terek (cystic fibrosis – from:  Kim Morris) 

Garret Thomas (cancer – from:  Kim Morris) 

Cathy Van Dyke (Robin Van Dyke’s Sister-In-Law)  

Dave Van Dyke (Cancer) 

Tracey Weimer (submitted by Vonda Weimer)  

Beverly Williams (colon cancer- submitted by Vonda 

Weimer) 

John & Kay Yuengert (submitted by Karen Ferrari)  

Nancy & Butch Zattiero 

 

 
 

INTERCESSIONS FOR CONSOLATION IN GRIEF 
Members and friends who have entered the Church 

Triumphant in the previous 3 months: 

 

The family of Kenneth Young (9-19-21) 

The family of Lynette Wingard (9-29-21) 

The family of Gary Capella (10-29-21) 

The family of Thelma Schoeffel (11-1-21) 

The family of Eileen Spithaler (11-12-21) 

 

 

PRAYERS FOR OUR HOMEBOUND  
Please contact the church office as soon as possible  

to request additions or changes. 
 

Norma Iman     

Agnes Watson   Don Zinkhann  

Mary Belle McMillen   Lucille Wingard  

Ruth Rasp  

 

 

Please contact the church office as soon as possible 
to request additions or changes 
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C o u n c i l  m e e t i n g  m i n u t e s  

St Peters Lutheran Church  Council Meeting November 9, 2021 

Present: Michael Bettencourt, Pastor Johns, Debbie Merrison, Patti Flach, Rita Reifenstein, Adam Price,        
Dan Erin, Emily Acre   

Absent: Russ Zoelle, Ray Middleton, Jane Taylor, Robin VanDyke, Casey Anthony  

President Dan Erin called the meeting to order at 7:13 PM and Pastor Johns led us in prayers of hope and 
thanksgiving.  

Minutes: October 12, 2021 minutes were read. Patti motioned to accept the minutes as read, seconded by 
Debbie Merrison. Motion carried.  

Treasurer’s Report: Written report submitted. No action needed by council. 

Financial Secretary Report: Written report submitted. No action needed by council.  

Pastor’s Report: Written report submitted. No action needed by council. October was a great month for       
reaching out beyond ourselves with the dinner to raise funds for Madagascar, Afterschool through              
Pumpkinfest and the food cupboard with the race.  

Fellowship: Written report submitted. No action needed by council. December 18, 2021 there will be a trip to 
Shadrack’s with a game night to follow.  

Finance: No meeting.  

Learning Ministry/Youth/Manna/Afterschool: No meeting. Need to schedule a meeting to plan and schedule 
a Christmas program. This Wednesday November 10, 2021 will be the last Manna night for a while.  

Memorial: No meeting. 

Mutual Ministry: No meeting.  

Property: Written report submitted. No action needed by council. Discussed the material needed for             
replacement of leaking water valve. A shut off valve will be put in place on November 3, 2021 for the leaking 
water valve.  

Music & Worship: Written report submitted. No action needed by council. Church will be held inside starting 
November 7, 2021 with masks. We will return to using acolytes November 7, 2021. Offering will continue to be 
at the doors. Picture frames will be given to those baptized in the last year. We will not have the hanging of the 
greens as a service this year. The decorating will be done December 5th following the Sunday worship. We will 
do the Advent litany. Poinsettias will be ordered for Christmas. There will be two services Christmas Eve 7 PM 
and 10 PM. There will be a sign up provided for the Christmas Eve services.  

Unfinished Business: We have received another bid on upgrading our streaming systems. Some bumps in the 
road have occurred with not being able to get a hold of people. Other avenues are being researched in which 
step would be best to take next.  

Patti motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:42 PM, seconded by Rita. Motion carried. Meeting closed with the 
Lord’s Prayer.  

Respectfully submitted,  Emily Acre  
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V o l u n t e e r s ,  J r  s p y ,  &  a l t a r  f l o w e r s  

2021 Sign up for sponsoring the altar flowers, eternal candle, and the 

monthly newsletter can be found at the link listed below or by calling or 

emailing the church office.   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040845ABAB28A0F49-sponsors 

Jr. SPY  
St. Peter’s Youth, grades 3-6 enjoyed an           

evening of roasting smores and hotdogs,       

devotions, and hide-and-seek.  The group had a 

wonderful time of fun and fellowship as they 

grow in their faith together.   
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d e c e m b e r  C a l e n d a r  

 

Weekly Bible study link:

Come and join the lively discussion and be a part of the fun, with some learning on occasion too! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88634175171?pwd=Q0xmanZSOXNwdFBQZ3J1SDhwSVk0UT09 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88634175171?pwd=Q0xmanZSOXNwdFBQZ3J1SDhwSVk0UT09
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202 Van Buren St. 

Evans City, PA  

16033 

Call us: 724-538-5810 

E-mail us 

stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net 

 

St. Peter’s 

Lutheran 

Church   

 

 

 

 

Many thanks to Luann & Perry 

Brosius for sponsoring the 

December newsletter. 

S p o n s o r i n g  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r  

God’s Son  

 

 

 

Never Fails 

Website:  http://

www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org/ 

Our Staff: 

 

Pastor Brandon Johns                    

 

Heidi Beahm, Secretary 

 

Marlene Domhoff, 

Organist / Music Director 

 

Joe Ludwik, Sexton 

 

• The Sunday Bulletin Deadline is                     

Wednesdays at 10 am 
 

• Monthly Newsletter Deadline is  

the 3rd Sunday of each month 
 

• Sunday School: 9 am  

• Weekly Worship Services:   

Sundays at 10:15 am 

• Check Our Weekly Calendar of other events.  

Office Hours for Secretary:    

M-F  

9 am—noon 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.cliparthut.com/clip-arts/556/september-clip-art-556545.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.cliparthut.com/sept-word-clipart.html&h=101&w=203&tbnid=49IQhkFArFkfTM:&docid=E1rrhOHXj-2X5M&ei=V-vdVY7hC4O4yQTvwKe4DQ&tbm=isch

