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From the Pastor:

“But Peter and the apostles answered, ‘We must obey God rather than any human
authority. The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging
him on a tree. God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior that he might give
repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. And we are witnesses to these things, and so is
the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him.” ~ Acts 5:29-32

Recently, | shared about the book Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson in one
of my sermons. You probably don't remember. That's understandable.
It was one of about four sermon illustrations that Sunday in a sermon
that was exciting to me but probably too long for everyone else.

The author is an attorney who has spend his career taking the cases of people who have
suffered injustice through the court system in our country and worked to make it fairer for
those who have been accused of crimes, as well as individuals and families who have been
victimized by crimes. His book, Just Mercy, alternates between chronicling his work on one
particular case, that of Walter McMillian, and his work with other kinds of situations,

such as life sentences handed down to children. Although Walter McMilian was a flawed
individual, as we all are, he was not a murderer or criminal of any kind, and yet, he found
himself on death row due to racially discriminatory scapegoating. It is hard to believe that
in our advanced, Christian-founded country, people can still get thrown away like useless
trash, but unfortunately Mr. Stevenson sheds light on that very problem.

Just Mercy is thought-provoking and moving. It challenges us to see the humanity in those
accused of crimes and convicted of them, even rightfully so. Jesus likewise challenges us
when he tells us to love our enemies and to do good to those who would see us harmed.
To see the world through God's eyes is to see each person, no matter how broken or deeply
flawed, as a human being in need of redemption. To act in the world with God's own heart
is to work with hope towards the restoration of every person, no matter how stained by
sin, believing that they have worth even when they seem unworthy. This is the climactic
work of Christ through his Passion. Jesus sees our brokenness and our sinfulness but looks
instead upon our humanness in love and offers us reconciliation instead of vengeance.

We are given God's mercy.

| would like to share a couple of excerpts from Just Mercy with you that speak to the power
of mercy in our lives. The first reflects upon a story the author told from his childhood. He
had teased another boy, and Mr. Stevenson's mother made him apologize, hug the boy,
and tell him he loved him in front of the other boys. Despite the embarrassment, out of
fear and respect for his mother, young Bryan Stevenson did so, and despite the pain he
caused, the other boy accepted his apology.
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The second story comes at the end of his account of his time with Walter, who has died at home. At Walter's
funeral, the author reflects with those gathered there on the lessons that can be learned from how Walter
treated those who had so badly mistreated him.

...as | slowly made my way home | understood that even as we are caught in a web of hurt and broken-
ness, we’re also in a web of healing and mercy. | thought of the little boy who hugged me outside of the
church, creating reconciliation and love. | didn’t deserve reconciliation or love in that moment, but that’s
how mercy works. The power of mercy is that it belongs to the undeserving. It’s when mercy is least
expected that it’s most potent — strong enough to break the cycle of victim and victimhood, retribution
and suffering. It has the power to heal the psychic harm and injuries that lead to aggression and violence,
abuse of power, mass incarceration. (294)

Finally, and most important, | told those gathered in the church that Walter had taught me that mercy
is just when it is rooted in hopefulness and freely given. Mercy is most empowering, liberating, and
transformative when it is directed at the undeserving. The people who haven’t earned it, who haven’t
even sought it, are the most meaningful recipients of our compassion. Walter genuinely forgave the
people who unfairly accused him, the people who convicted him, and the people who had judged him
unworthy of mercy. And in the end, it was just mercy towards others that allowed him to recover a life
worth celebrating, a life that rediscovered the love and freedom that all humans desire, a life that
overcame death and condemnation until it was time to die on God’s schedule. (314)

As we approach Holy Week and Easter, we are reminded that the journey to the cross is a call to love, a call
to hope, a call to grace, and a call to mercy. We are called to experience love, hope, grace, and mercy shown
to us by the glory of Jesus revealed through his death and resurrection. We are called to be shaped by them
as well, to live cross-shaped - cruciform - lives. The cross of Christ, symbol of God's boundless love, recalls us
into a right relationship with God and redeems us to our place as beloved children of God. The cross of
Christ, reminder of the cost of our redemption, opens our hearts wide to share the mercy we received from
God with all people without price.
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SHROVE TUESDAY: PANCAKE & SAUSAGE DINNER

A special thank you to the many hands
that helped to make this evening a huge
SUCCess.

Many of St. Peter’s friends and family
enjoyed homemade pancakes, sausage,
syrup, and beverages.
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SHROVE TUESDAY: Talent Show

TALENT SHOW \

It was lights, cameras, action on Tuesday, March 4th at

St. Peter’s. Many wonderful, funny, and fun talents were
shared by St. Peter’s family and friends! We heard
special musical talents using voices and instrumental
pieces as well as jokes, riddles, dancing, and more.
St. Peter’s Rocks appeared in a routine much to
the enjoyment of the audience. A special thank
you to everyone who helped to make the evening
an enjoyable one! The evening concluded with the
burning of the 2024 palms in preparation for the
Ash Wednesday service.
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Thank you to Pastor Johns
for planning this fun evening
and even purchasing prizes
for contestants. Everyone
who participated won
something fun.



Meager meals

St. Peter’s Youth join Pastor Johns before
worship on Thursday night for a meager
meal and discussion. The confirmation
class meets weekly during Lent. They

enjoy the fellowship time together even if
that means they participate and learn
remotely!
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Thanks to everyone who signed up to donate soup and B~
bread, and for those who set up and cleaned up dinners! ' ?@f v
Join us Thursday nights at 6 pm for the fellowship and

encounter the living Lord in the breaking of bread and Ji?'[ ll/) (l' 'ﬂ'[@

being the Body of Christ together. We are fed body and
spirit, nourished for our journey. It is a blessing to have
so many to serve each week during this season of Lent.
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ST. PETER’S PRIDE

On Sunday, March 16th we welcomed our newest sister in Christ
through Holy Baptism. We welcome Elena Hope Barron to our
church family.

Proud sponsors and grandparents are Mike & Teresa.

St. Peter's quilters pause long enough for a quick photo... Well most of them did.
These ladies welcome you to join them on Thursdays, mid morning to hand quilt tops.
The quilters not only enjoy the fellowship time together. They enjoy teaching new
members how to quilt as welll Many thanks to all of our quilters for all of their hard work
and for many of the quilts that they work on, they preserve memories for the many
generations that they serve.



HOLY WEEK
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April 18-20

Holy Week is one of the most spiritually intense times
of the whole year, and mirroring the way the Gospels
slow down to follow Jesus’ every move during his
passion week provides us with rich ground for
strengthening the roots of our faith.

From the conclusion of our Good Friday evening
service until the beginning of Easter service, we will
be participating in Keeping the Word Alive at the Foot
of the Cross. For about thirty-six hours, we will read
continually through the Gospel of Luke, broken only
by readers taking time for prayer or using other
devotional material to reflect on the magnitude of
Jesus’ sacrificial love for us. Our thirty-six hour vigil
represents the time Christ lay dead in the tomb, but
giving audible voice to God’s Word reminds us that
death is not the victor in this battle. Also this time of
incarnating the Word teaches us that we not only play
a part in Jesus’ death but in the on-going life of his
Body. There will be a poster in Luther Hall where you
can take a slot or slots to be a reader. If you would
prefer not to be in the building alone, please consider
asking someone to be a partner with you during your
time slot. If you need help finding a person to keep
watch with you, please reach out to Pastor.

Please consider this opportunity to live into Jesus’
request of the disciples at Gethsemane to remain
with him and stay awake with him (Mt 26:38), and if
you have any questions please talk to Pastor or the
Worship Committee. Although reading from the
sanctuary offers some of the deepest spiritual
benefits, we will again offer the opportunity to

read from home through Zoom.

Looking Ahead...Lent / Holy Week/Easter

April 3 Meager Meal 6 pm

Service 7 pm
April 10 Meager Meal 6 pm

Service 7 pm
April 13 Palm Sunday

& First Holy Communion

April 16 Silent Communion Service 6:45 pm
April 17 Maundy Thursday Service 7 pm
April 18 Good Friday:

Community Cross Walk—noon
(Starting and concluding at
Crestview Church in Callery)

Worship Service 7 pm
SPY/Jr.SPY 8 pm-1am
April 18-20 Keeping the Word Alive vigil

April 20 Sunrise Service 7 am

DONATIONS NEEDED!

We are looking forward to St. Peter’s annual
Sunday School Easter Egg Hunt on Easter
morning at 9 am. If you are able to donate
items for our children, things such as small
prizes, and allergy safe candy (individual
serving size): smarties, starburst, skittles,
nerds, Swedish fish, and anything else you can
think of would be much appreciated. We do
not need plastic Easter eggs as we have been
given many in previous years. Thanks!




AnNnnouncements

WELCA will host a collection of

“ items needed to support our
‘ ' r'looam’é Women of the ELCA of the_
| I VETERAN SERVICES Southwestern Pgnnsylvama
Synod 2025 Designated Out-
reach, Robin’s Home. Robin’s
Home offers Veteran Services including a transitional
housing program for women and their children, veterans
peer support services, and a veterans resource

center. We will collect things from their 2025 Wish List
from Sunday, May 4" through Sunday, May 18"

vy q wy

Coffee Creamer Brooms/dustpans
Sugar Mops/mop buckets
Laundry detergent Cleaning supplies
Dryer sheets Towels/washcloths

S25 gift cards — Walmart, Aldi, Visa

The Mother Daughter Banquet
will be held on
Tuesday April 29th at 6:30 p.m.
In Luther Hall.
Please bring a dish to
share and your table setting. *
Our program this year will-be
All women and girls are invited as we
are all daughters and sisters in
’Chrlst » st

Lunch Bunch- If you enjoy a
WH&t'S I good meal and good people,
MLUIICH? please consider being a part

—— of this month’s Lunch Bunch.

The next Lunch Bunch will be
Wednesday, April 9™ at 12pm at T.).’s Hideaway.
Please let Pastor know ahead of time so we can reserve
the right number of seats. We order from the menu
& lunch is Dutch treat.

RUMMAGE Sale - Reduce - Reuse - Recycle at

St. Peter’s with our Spring Rummage Sale for
Friday, May 2" & Saturday, May 3™. Donations
will be accepted beginning on Monday, April 21°
so we keep our space open for our Holy Week

and Easter celebrations. Large furniture items and
electronics are acceptable as long as those who
bring them are willing to take them back if they
don’t sell. Thank you! Volunteers are accepted too!

500 Card Club — will meet this
month on Friday, April 5th at 12pm
Everyone is invited and encouraged
to attend - no experience needed!

If you would like to learn to play
you are welcome to

join in the fun. It’s ?

a potluck event so »J

bring whatever you

would like to share.

We hope you can join us
for an afternoon of fun and
fellowship.

-,3.

Manna Night - We will be on break
beginning April 16th until the fall,
except for our water night in August,
date TBD. Thank you to all of our
volunteers who have helped out
with this valuable ministry!




Financial Facts

February 2025 Contributions
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Giving To Synod Benevolence in 2025

Just a quick reminder that if you would like to
give to Synod Benevolence in 2025
(giving to the greater church that reaches
beyond the doors of St. Peter’s) you can choose
to mark your contribution envelope in the
benevolence section.

Just a reminder: if you do not mark your
contribution envelope 10% of your entire
donation will go to synod benevolence,
as approved by church council.

St. Peter’s pledged $14,500
to synod benevolence in 2024. Hopefully we
reach our goal again this year.

Our monthly Benevolent Cause for April will
support EDCO Park. If you would like to support
this cause, please mark the Other line on your
contribution envelope EDCO.

Evans City Community Food Cupboard

If you would like to help pack food for those in need
join the many St. Peter’s volunteers the
second Sunday of each month after worship!
Packing up takes about 1 hour or less and serves
many families in our area.

During the month of April, we will collect
Hamburger Helper. Donations can be placed on the
table in Luther Hall and volunteers will take them to
the designated spot for donations. Thank you to
everyone who has donated items for our monthly
ministry to the Food Cupboard.

A Financial Update

In an effort to keep everyone informed about
our current financial situation the reconciled
Treasurer’s report of our funds

as of the end of February 2025 is as follows:
Current Fund ($5,118.71),

Memorial Fund $11,109.74.,

Youth Fund $10,350.72, Manna Fund $4,895.53,
Priority Project Fund $(382.77),

After School Program $10,952.45.

Many thanks to those who continue to give to

these funds which give us the ability to serve
Christ and others.




Thoughts & Prayers

Vickie Baker
Cole Barkley

Troy Barkley

John, Summer, Timothy Barron & Family
Peter Barry

Ricky Benson

Tom Broeren

Kay Burr

Lisa Burr

Reid Caldwell (ALS)

Jane Carruth (Colon Cancer - B.Barkley)
Luke Clawson

Michael Clawson

Roberta Domhoff

David English (Lung Cancer)

Diane Fair

Mary, Glenn, and David Fulghum
Lori Goodwin

Joan Gumpp
Dave & Patty Grubbs

Annastyn Hogan

Stephanie Hogan
oo Thonehts
Ella Jason A

Greg John

Carol Kerr

Val Kurth (Breast Cancer)
Todd Manuel (Blood Cancer)
Diane Marburger

Joe Marburger

Jane Mashuda

Diamond McCracken ,’

Berty McMillen P
e B

Erin Price
Bill Puryear (cancer)
Barb Rader
Lori Rasp
Rick Reifenstein
Pastor Tony Schneck
Audrey Smith
Judy Smith
(breathing issues — from: Teresa O’Malley)
Carrie Sphar (cancer — from: Cheryl Thomas)
Jane Taylor
Cathy VanDyke
(Robin Van Dyke’s Sister-In-Law)
Glen Walker
Mary Watson
Bob Wearing

Garrie Wearing

PRAYERS FOR OUR HOMEBOUND
Please contact the church office as soon as possible
to request additions or changes.

Gini Rinkus
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INTERCESSIONS FOR CONSOLATION IN GRIEF
Members and friends who have entered the
Church Triumphant in the previous 3 months:

The families of:
Lucille Wingard
Charleen Lippencott
Virginia Roberts

Jane Brown




March Council Minutes

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church
Council Meeting—March 11, 2025

Present: Cindy Ayres, Staci Bettecourt (Zoom), Patti Flach, Casey Guerriero, Jan Hogan, Pastor Johns,
Robin Plank (Zoom), Adam Price, Rita Reifenstein, Linda Schmidt, Jane Taylor (Zoom), Corey Walker (Zoom)

Absent: Dan Erin (excused for work trip but we missed you Dan!)
Reception of Visitors: None

President Adam Price called the meeting to order at 7:06 P.M. Following this, the Pastor shared a devotion
from Just Mercy. He led us in a discussion followed by prayers.

Minutes: Minutes from the February 11th meeting were read and approved.  Rita motioned to accept
the minutes and it was seconded by Linda. Motion carried,

Pastor’s Report: A detailed, written report was submitted and discussion followed. Another busy
month was reported including planning for a July Youth Mission Trip to North Carolina. Pastor also created
a position statement, a Letter to the Editor of the Butler Eagle, supporting Lutheran Social Service agencies,
and this led to a follow-up article. This generated a meeting with the CEO of Lutheran Senior Life, and may
possibly provide Pastor with additional work. A wedding and a funeral both also occurred.

Treasurer’s Report and Financial Secretary’s Reports: Written reports were submitted
for February. Each was reviewed prior to discussion. Hopefully, the cost of utilities will soon decrease, as
will the bills for repairs. A better electric rate has been fixed for two years. However, the gas bills have
also increased substantially. A lower rate has also recently been established. The missing payments for
altar flowers have all been taken care of. Patti motioned to accept, and it was seconded by Jan. Motion
approved.

Financial: No written report was submitted.

Fellowship: A written report was submitted and a meeting was held. Several activities occurred or will
occur this month including Shrove Tuesday on March 4th (funds will go to the Youth Mission trip) and the
Fish Fry on March 28th ($S200 for EDCO Park and the remainder to Priority Projects). Casey seconded

this. Money from the Meager Meals will go towards the Lenten offering. Easter Breakfast funds will go to
the St. Peter’s Campers. Rita seconded this. All motions were approved.

Learning Ministry/Youth: A written report was provided. The Christmas program was a suc-

cess. As reported earlier, VBS will be held at Westminster Church from June 23-June 27 this summer. Our
own Morning Manna will run the week prior to this. Manna will end for the Spring on April 9th. Volun-
teers are needed for all events. The Rummage Sale will occur on May 2nd and 3rd. There are many activi-
ties planned for Spy and Jr. Spy. In addition to those listed, Stacey was also in attendance at this virtual
meeting.

Memorial: No written report was provided.
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March Council Minutes (continued)

Mutual Ministry: No written report was provided.

Property: No written report was submitted, however, a meeting was held. With the exception of
painting on top of the primer, the parsonage repairs have been completed.

Worship and Music: A written report was submitted, and a meeting was held. On March 4th the
pancake dinner and Shrove Tuesday activities as well as the talent show occurred. Ash Wednesday was on
March 5th. Meager meals and Lenten services will begin on March 13th. Boy Scout Sunday occurred on
February 23rd. The Community CrossWalk and service on Good Friday will be held at Crestview Church in
Callery this year. The Easter vigil will be on Zoom and also in person this year. Quality Gardens will be
providing the fundraising flowers for Easter. A Thrivent card will be used in addition to the charge per
flower of $9.00. This will cover the costs, including delivery.

A recommendation for a new organ tuner to replace the current one holding the contract until September
was made. Linda seconded the motion, and this was approved by all.

Unfinished Business:

Church Constitution Update: No report. A churchwide meeting on this topic will probably be held this
summer.

Directory: Extra copies of the Directory are available.

Clothing Cupboard: Interest will be shared and discussed at the WELCA meeting next week. We are hoping
for additional volunteers.

New Business/Miscellaneous:

Building Use Request: September 29th has been asked to be reserved by Eilene Budisky for a class reunion.
Adam motioned to accept the request; Jan seconded the motion. Motion carried.

9 Years: In 4 days, Pastor and his family will be here for 9 years! We hope to have a celebration for the
10th!

The next meeting is scheduled for April 8, 2025 at 7:00 P.M.

Adjournment and Prayer: The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 PM.
Linda moved to adjourn and Rita seconded it. Motion carried. The meeting concluded with the Lord’s
Prayer.

Respectfully Submitted,
Patti Flach, Council Secretary
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Volunteering

04/20/2025
Acolytes Carter Johns Elsa Plank Gianna Bonicky
Altar Flowers ($40) Marlene Domhoff Bettencourts Volunteer
Altar Guild Pat Capella Pat Capella Pat Capella
Asst. Minister Karen Ferrari Glenn Fulghum Teresa O'Malley
Bell Ringer Corey Walker Josh Green Jason Plank
Communion Ministers | Robin Van Dyke Teresa O’'Malley Debbie Merrison

Eternal Candle ($15) Teresa O’'Malley Teresa O’'Malley Teresa O’'Malley

Greeters Dan & Jen Erin Tom & Cindy Ayers RS REgES
& Joan Hogan
Lector Melissa Bonicky Marsha Reedy Emma Plank
Nursery Marge Lindgren Colleen Prenovitz Beverly Barkley
. Casey Guerriero Casey Guerriero Casey Guerriero
Offering Counters & Erin Price & Erin Price & Erin Price
Tech Support Adam Price Heidi Beahm Heidi Beahm
Adam Price Cindy & Tom Heidi Beahm
Ushers .
& Rob Burr Ayers & Brian Johns

04/17/2025 04/18/2025 04/20/2025 04/20/2025

service [ Il I
Acolytes Anna Johns N/A Lily Johns Myka Plank

Altar Flowers ($40) N/A N/A Volunteer Volunteer
Altar Guild Pat Capella N/A Pat Capella Pat Capella

Asst. Minister Anna Plank N/A Robin Van Dyke Ted Lindgren
Bell Ringer Joe Ludwik N/A Adam Price Wes Schmidt
Communion Ministers N/A N/A N/A Ted Lindgren I

Eternal Candle ($15) Teresa O’'Malley Teresa O’'Malley Teresa O’'Malley Teresa O’'Malley

A M=l >m

Greeters Volunteer Volunteer Da\gr;:‘h:e'd' & IZl)DeaatnCSizilrI;nn
Lector Becky Rengers Jane Taylor Patti Flach Robin Plank
Nursery N/A N/A N/A Cheryl Thomas
Tech Support Adam Price Johns Girls Adam Price Heidi Beahm
Ushers Dan & Casey N/A Troy Barkley & Joe Ludwik

Guerriero Dean Zinkhann & Dan Erin
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1 BeaKing 16 Cheryl Thomas .
. . | want to thank everyone for the love and kindness that was
1 Elliot Walker 20 Janice Marburger . X
. shown to me during the 4 months | was having treatment.
3 Barbara Graham 21 Emily Taylor
4 Nicole Otto 22 Norma Iman The smiles, hugs, positive words, cards, food, and money,
4 Robert Watson |l 26 Kim Sharrar helped me tremendously to get through this! I couldn’t wait
5 Mark Zoelle 26 Rylee Taylor to get back to church so I could be around the love of my
8 Lorcan Merrison 26 Kate Johns church family. You all are very important to me and to
9 Lisa Barnett 27 Russel Zoelle, Jr. gach other. The love of God is alive and well in this church.
13 Thor Lingenfelter 28 Sue Mick Thank you from the bottom of my heart.
13 Charlotte Bettencourt 29 Sophia Johns Roberta
13 Kerren Morra 30 Patricia Painter
14 Morgan Weir Thank YOU




Easter Flower Order Form

Your Name:

(as you would like it to appear in the bulletin)

If you wish to place Easter Flower(s) on the altar during our
Easter services, either In Memory of, In Honor of,
or To the Glory of God, the cost of the flowers are $9.00 each.
Orders must be made on or before Sunday, April 6th

| wish to give flowers In Memory of the following:

| wish to give flowers In Honor of the following:

| wish to give flowers To The Glory of God:

Flower: Color Quantity Flower: Color Quantity
Tulips Red Hyacinths  |Pink
White Blue
Yellow White
Pink Easter Lilies |White
Daffodils Yellow

Total # of Flowers Ordered = ($9.00 each)

Make check payable to St. Peter's Lutheran church and
mark the "Other" line on your donation envelope.

| will pick up flower(s)

Please plant my flowers at the church
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ST. PETER’S
Lutheran
Church

202 Van Buren St.
Evans City, PA
16033

Call us: 724-538-5810
E-mail us
stpetersicec@zoominternet.net

#rersecarenseteasasttcntestsarsranrarsarersaananssay

God’s Son

Never Fails

Website: http://
www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org/

The Sunday Bulletin Deadline is
Wednesdays at 10 am

Monthly Newsletter Deadline is the
3rd Sunday of each month

Sunday School =9:00 am
Weekly Worship Services = Sundays at 10:15 am

Check Our Weekly Calendar of other events.

Office Hours for Secretary:
Monday thru Friday 9:00 am til Noon

Our Staff:

Pastor Brandon Johns

Heidi Beahm
After School Director

Marlene Domhoff,
Organist / Music Director

Joe Ludwik, Sexton

Kimberly Peaco, Secretary

If you are interested in sponsoring the newsletter, we have opportunities available

for July, August, October and December. Please contact the church office.

v

'. ' j This newsletter is sponsored by
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/1 St. Peter’s Lutheran Church
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http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.cliparthut.com/clip-arts/556/september-clip-art-556545.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.cliparthut.com/sept-word-clipart.html&h=101&w=203&tbnid=49IQhkFArFkfTM:&docid=E1rrhOHXj-2X5M&ei=V-vdVY7hC4O4yQTvwKe4DQ&tbm=isch

