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From the Pastor

“You will show me the path qf]g'ﬁe; in your presence there isfu]]ness cfjoy,

and in your n'(qht hand are p]easuresforevermore. ” ~Psalm 16:11

For the past few months, Kate and | had been reading the Harry Potter
series together. She started ahead of me, and | picked up the books after
her. Although Kate read them on the bus and any other moment she was
allowed, she did pause occasionally to allow me to catch up, so we read the last book,
Deathly Hallows, at pretty much the same time from two copies. This was a lot of fun, as it
gave us something more to talk about and connect with each other. We even had a
conversation, initiated by Kate, of how we would handle talking about and responding to
Lord Voldemort as Christians if he was really in our world. Having previously had read-and-
discuss time with Lily over the Wrinkle in Time series, | would definitely recommend having
mini book clubs with as many people as you can.

Of course, there is only so much time in the day. In the third Harry Potter book, Harry’s
friend, the ever-studious Hermione, gets a magical “time-turner” so she can take more
classes. Look, | loved school, still do actually, but that’s not how even | would be using an
extra three hours in a day. Without a time-turner, which only exist as Harry Potter fan
jewelry, we have to be that much more thoughtful about how we use our time. We can’t
read every book, talk to every person, do everything, or be everywhere at once. Therefore,
we regularly need to prioritize how we spend our time, which reveals that which is most
precious to us.

Sometimes we simply must spend our time in certain ways or places, even though we would
rank the use low on our true list of priorities. However, as patterns emerge, those trends
speak to what and who we are actually valuing, whether we would readily admit it or not.
What we choose to show up for shows we value it. That which we value is that to which we
will give our praise. We can’t praise God without giving time to God. It rightly follows, then,
that the offering of our time to and with God is one of our highest forms of praise of God.

God shows God’s great love for us and value of us by the Incarnation, and quite literally,
making time for us. Jesus is God-with-us. From the manger to the cross, Jesus keeps
showing up for us. When Jesus asks his disciples, and us, to be with him, he isn’t asking of
us anything that he hasn’t already done for us.
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Pastor’s Page (Continued) and Holy Week

As | write this, it’s Holy Week. Within these days and pages of Scripture are some of the most meaningful
stories in the entire salvation narrative. What God wants to tell us and do for us can be understood most
clearly right now, and our community of Jesus-followers takes the heart of our identity from Jesus’ verbal
and lived instructions from the upper room, the Mount of Olives, the Praetorium, Golgotha, and the garden
tomb. Jesus and his disciples (not yet Judas) head from their dinner celebration, which Jesus says he was
eager to share with them, to Gethsemane, where the magnitude of what he is about to face visibly shakes
Jesus. He asks Peter, James, and John to be with him and keep watch with him. My heart is gripped by this
simple, yet profound request. | feel it in my own soul. Jesus asks us also to be together with him —to eat
with him, to sing with him, to serve with him, to stand with him, to face death with him, to show up for him,
to spend our time with him and for him, to prioritize him, and to praise him with our presence.

Peter, James, and John fail. They are present but not fully. Sleep overtakes them. They flee or keep their
distance and deny him. Fortunately, Jesus redeems them nonetheless. However, for a clearer example of
discipleship in the moment, it’s the women, rather, who accompany Jesus through it all. Despite the pain of
witnessing Jesus on the cross, the women bear it. They understand the preciousness of time and give it to
Jesus, no matter the cost. May we be like the women who Matthew reports accompanied Jesus all the way
from Galilee to the cross, and to the tomb as well. May we answer the summons and show up with Jesus
and for Jesus. May we show God as our clear priority through the dedication of our time, and continually

praise God with our presence. — / V)
o — -“\1‘;:27:)
— e — Holy Week/ Easter
" / U 2l %& April 1 Silent Communion Service
The following slots are still available: aillelalls e G50 - 5 ot
Saturday: 3-4am, 4-5am, 5-6am, 6-7am, 7-8am, April 2 Seder Meal 6:30 pm
noon-1pm, 5-6pm, 6-7pm, 7-8pm, April 3 Good Friday
Sunday: Midnight-1am, 2-3am, 3-4am, 5-6am Community Crosswalk—noon

(beginning at Ritzert Hall and

Please sign up as you are able for ending at St. Peter’s)

one or more of these slots.

St. Peter’s Worship Service 7 pm
From the conclusion of our Good Friday evening

) ) el ; ) April 3-5 Keeping the Word Alive vigil
service until the beginning of Easter service, we will
read continually through the Gospel of Matthew, April 5 Sunrise Service 7 am
broken only by readers taking time for prayer or using Easter Breakfast 8 am
other devotional material to reflect on the magnitude Sunday School & Egg Hunt 9 am
of Jesus’ sacrificial love for us. Our thirty-six hour vigil Festal Worship 10:15 am

represents the time Christ lay dead in the tomb, but
giving audible voice to God’s Word reminds us that
death is not the victor in this battle. Although reading
from the sanctuary offers some of the deepest
spiritual benefits, we offer the opportunity to read
from home through Zoom.

Fasting for Change — Please remember to return
your coin boxes or make your fasting donation via
your contribution envelope with LSS on the “Other”
line in the coming weeks so that gift can be totaled
and shared with Lutheran Service Society.




Pastor’s 10" Anniversary of Call to St. Peter’s & Manna Night

Thank you to everyone who has helped me to arrive at the privilege and blessing of serving God at
St. Peter’s for these ten years. As | have said and will continue to say, it is our anniversary to
celebrate together, because it is only through mutual love and committed service together that
our ministry flourishes and allows for this and many more anniversaries to take place. Thank you
to those who shared kind words with me on the posters and the cards. Thank you to those who
made the lovely signs and posters and everyone who made delicious desserts to help us better
celebrate as well! May God grant us many more years of love and service in His Name together!

We're excited to see an increase in Manna Night attendance, and the children have been busy.
We share a meal, Bible lesson, craft, and game. Recently, some of our crafts have been
service oriented as the children made pine cone bird feeders and blankets.

Manna Night will continue on Wednesdays through the end of April.




SPY Tubing Excursion




Meager Meals

Thanks to everyone who signed up to donate soup and
bread, and for those who set up and cleaned up dinners!
We enjoyed fellowship and encountered the living Lord in
the breaking of bread and being the Body of Christ
together. We are fed body and spirit, nourished for our
journey. ltis a blessing to have so many to serve each

week during this season of Lent.

St. Peter’s Youth joined Pastor Johns
before worship on Thursday nights for
instruction and discussion. The
confirmation class met weekly during Lent.

They enjoy the fellowship time together!

—== [OP JOUR »—
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Fish Dinner

Luther Hall was packed with friends and neighbors
of all ages enjoying fish and all the fixings.
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Announcements

Join your church family and friends for the monthly lunch outing
Wednesday, April 8th at 12 pm.
This month’s restaurant is The Scoreboard in Valencia.

Anyone is welcome to attend, please let Pastor Johns know how
many will be joining from your party so he can pass the information
along to RSVP. Stay tuned each month for the lunch date so
you don’t miss out on an afternoon of fun and fellowship.

500 Card Club — will meet this month on Food Drive — Thank you to everyone who donated
condiments in March. In April, we will focus on
collecting Hamburger Helper for the Food Cupboard.

Friday, April 10 at noon. Everyone is
invited and encouraged to attend —

no experience needed! Join us the 2nd Sunday of
If you would like to learn to play you are each month after worship to
welcome to join in the fun. It’s a potluck pack f°,°d 'for folksin oyr

i iz community in need of a little K
event so bring whatever you '%ﬁ
_ /s extra help each month. /
would like to share. : .. blunleens
»> 45
[ £ 3

i

Helen’s Helpers & Nancy’s Needlers meet
once a month to work on sewing service
projects. They are currently working on adult
clothing protectors and will switch to school
kit bags in a few months. These sewers will be
happy to have you join them. No experience
necessary. There are tasks that can be done
by all skill levels. This month they will meet on
Monday, April 13t

“Forgiving and Forgiven”

Clusters.t. &2 Spray Gathery WMother Danghter Banduet

When: April 11, 2026 . . )
Wheve:  New - Hove Licthievii Chuaih Join us Monday, April 27%.
¢ e This event is for ALL women and girls because,
200 A " PA 1042 in our church family, we are all mothers and

Registration: 9:00 am  Breakfast: 9:30 am daughters to eachother. Please bring a dish to

Cost: $6.00 share and your table setting, and enjoy fellowship
Scripture: Matthiew 6:14 time together. There will be a speaker, Chip
“For if you forgive otfiers their trespasses, your Heavenly Fathier Sargent, who will speak about climbing Mt.
will also forgive you™.

Kilimanjaro in Tanzania. We hope to see you
there. We also invite you to bring a donation for
Bible Study: Pastor Martin Galbraith our 2026 Outreach, Reagan’s Journey. They are in

Reservations to Jo Joinson by April 6% most need of gift cards to Amazon, Walmart &
724- 622-7253 Sheetz, baby wipes and disposable adult wipes.

Program: The Lovd’s Prayer



Announcements & Thank Yous

I

Join us on April 18th for the
fun & fellowship of game night
at 6:30 pm. You can bring and
share drinks, snacks, & friends

to participate!

niduid m

Rummage Sale - Reduce - Reuse - Recycle at

St. Peter’s with our Spring Rummage Sale which
is set for May 1-2. Limited space for storing
donations is available upstairs, which can be
arranged with Pastor. However, most
donations, especially large items will need to
wait until April 26, to keep the space nice for
the wedding on 4/25. Large furniture items and
electronics are acceptable as long as those who
bring them are willing to take them back if they
don’t sell. Thank you!

Thank You

Softball— If you are interested in playing on the
St. Peter’s softball team this season, please talk
to Pastor Johns, who is the coach of our team.
Games are held during the week at the Middle
Lancaster Field mostly and occasionally in
Slippery Rock from May through the beginning of
August, with spring training held in April.

No try outs, but preseason “conditioning”

and stretching are
strongly recommended.
Everyone is welcome to
participate or to be part
of the best cheer squad
in the league!

Thank you to the youth this month and all the
volunteers who help with food pack up. If you
would like join the crew, packing food for those in
need, we convene every second Sunday after
worship! Packing up takes about 1 hour or less and
serves many families in our area.

Thank you to everyone who has donated items for
our monthly ministry to the Food Cupboard, too!

Come join us at the Pirates
game, Saturday May 30th.
Tickets are $39 (S5 loaded
value), and on a 1st come,
1st serve basis. We currently
have 4 seats in the
handicapped section with the
rest just below them in
Section 131. All tickets must
be reserved by April 12.
Please sign up in Luther Hall
if you are planning to attend.

Thank you to those who purchased Easter Candy
to help support our Lutherlyn Campers. The
children are excited about the opportunities that
a week at camp gives them, and the campers’
families appreciate St. Peter’s Church
Family helping make it possible

for the campers to go while
supporting Lutherlyn, as well! ey b ‘



Birthdays and More Announcements

Neph Rirkidiy !

Sundays in April

9:00am  Sunday School
10:15am  Worship
11:30am  Fellowship

Wednesdays in April

10:00 am  Community Quilters
5:30 pm Manna Night
7:00 pm Senior Choir Practice

Thursdays in April
9:00 am Quilting
7:00 pm Bible Study

$T. PETER'S LUTHERAN CHURCH
202 VAN BUREN ST. EVANS CITY

Outdoor Games, Swimming, Community Park Adventures,
Library Time. and more!

June 15-19 includes a g-noon option for Morning Manna Kids Time too!

Full day 7:30 am - 5:30 pm $150 wee

REGISTER NOW! %

F,
stpetersicec@zoominternet.net

o un A A W R

13
13
13
14
16

Elliot Walker 20
Barbara Graham 21
Nicole Otto 22
Robert Watson I 26
Mark Zoelle 26
Lisa Barnett 26
Thor Lingenfelter 27
Charlotte Bettencourt 28
Kerren Morra 29
Morgan Weir 30

Cheryl Thomas

Janice Marburger
Emily Taylor
Chris Merison, Jr.
Kim Sharrar
Rylee Taylor

Kate Johns
Russell Zoelle, Jr.
Sue Mick

Sophia Johns
Patricia Painter

JUNE 15-19

Register Now!
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Financial Facts

February 2026 Contributions:

Fund Description Amount
211 Meals on Whesls 50.00
212 Food Cupboard 25.00
213 Synod Benavolence 1,207.45
234 Shemi Ifft - Missionary 63.50
242 EDCO Park 20.00
400 Current Fund Income 17,021.05
401 Music Fund Income 255.00
402 Memorial Fund Incame 100.00
405 Flower Income 160.00
406 Youth Fund Income 549.00
407 Priority Project Income 1,497.00
408 After School Program [ncome 3,107.00
410 Campership Incame 10.00

Grand Total 24,065.00

2026 Contributions to Date:

Fund Description Amount
211 Meals on Wheels 232.00
212 Food Cupboard 1,949.74
213 Synod Benevolence 2,464,985
234 Sherr Ifft - Missionary 63.50
242 EDCO Park 40.00
245 Batten Disease 5.00
400 Current Fund Income 27,942.55
401 Music Fund Income 380.00
402 Memorial Fund Income 200.00
405 Flower Income 440.00
406 Youth Fund Income 549.00
407 Priority Project Income 2,484.00
408 After School Program Income 4,419.00
410 Campership Income 20.00
412 Manna Night 20.00

Grand Total 41,209.74

‘Our monthly Benevolent Cause for April will
support EDCO Park. If you would like to support
this cause, please mark the Other line on your
contribution envelope EDCO.

The Bathroom Renovation is underway...

A Financial Update — To keep everyone informed
about our current financial situation, the
reconciled treasurers report of our current fund
as of the end of February 2026 is as follows:

Current Fund $840.69
Memorial Fund $13,961.79
Youth Fund $9905.98

Manna Fund $6,754.12

Priority Project Fund $2,548.23
After School Program $8,377.26

Many thanks to those who continue to give
to these funds which give us the ability to
serve Christ and others.

So far in 2026 we have completed
at least 13 projects that utilized a Thrivent Action
Team card. That’s $2,750 provided by Thrivent as
seed money for the work of our congregation!
Thank you to those who have led projects to
support our mission. Reach out to the office if
you would like assistance developing a project to
use your Thrivent cards.
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Thoughts and Prayers

Cole Barkley

John, Summer, Timothy Barron & Family
Peter Barry

Ricky Benson

Tom Broeren

Eilene Budisky

Kay Burr

Lisa Burr

Jane Carruth (Colon Cancer - B.Barkley)
Luke Clawson

Donna Daugherty

David English (Lung Cancer)

Diane Fair

Michelle Follet & Family

Mary, Glenn, and David Fulghum

Lori Goodwin In 0"’%
Joan Gumpp Q'Sor%y A

Patti Grubbs
Richard Hutchins (Cancer)

Stephanie Hogan

Ella Jason

Greg John

Val Kurth (Breast Cancer)
Todd Manuel (Blood Cancer)

INTERCESSIONS FOR CONSOLATION IN GRIEF
Members and friends who have entered the
Church Triumphant in the previous 3 months:

The families of:
Pat Sammons
Cody Detwiler

Diane Marburger

Joe Marburger

Patty Marburger

Jane Mashuda

Diamond McCracken

Berty McMiillen

Carmen and Sandra Morra

Cole Moretti (Cancer)

Matt Morris

Mark Phillips Q

Erin Price

Emma Plank )

Jason Plank Pi{d 61/\[:5‘
ues

Bill Puryear (Cancer)

Lori Rasp

Rick Reifenstein

Tammi Rossi

Dominick Scarpino

Pastor Tony Schneck

Kay Marburger Terry

Julie W

Garrie Wearing

Roland Wise

Pat Wolfe

Audray Muscatello Yost

PRAYERS FOR OUR HOMEBOUND

Please contact the church office as soon as possible
to request additions or changes.

Gini Rinkus

Nancy Zattiero

/\/I,,-W\\__,,——
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St. Peter’s Lutheran Church Council Minutes

March 10, 2026

Present: Pat Capella, Bev Critchlow, Patti Flach, Casey Guerriero (Zoom), Pastor Johns, Ted Lindgren I,
Robin Plank (Zoom), Linda Schmidt, Robin VanDyke, Corey Walker, Marge Wearing

Absent: Staci Bettencourt, Janice Hogan

Reception of Visitors: None

President Ted Lindgren called the meeting to order at 7:19 P.M. Following this, Pastor explained and asked
Council members to discuss elements of praise. Afterwards prayers were shared.

Minutes: Minutes from the February meeting were read and approved. Robin V. motioned to accept the
minutes and it was seconded by Linda. Motion carried.

Pastor’s Report: A detailed, written report was submitted that included numerous activities, such as a new
Synod Committee, Church Throughout the World, and also a planning committee for the Luther

Bowl. Additional meetings, including one with Bishop Stoller, were also held. Pastor also attended a meeting
with the Sewer and Water Authority. They will put us on a plan without interest. Corey motioned to approve
and it was seconded by Patti. Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report and the Financial Secretary’s Report: The February report was reviewed and discussed.
A motion to accept both was made by Robin V. and seconded by Corey. The motion carried.

Financial: No written report was submitted.

Fellowship: A written report was submitted. The Fish Dinner will be held on March 20th from 4:00-
6:30. Easter Breakfast money is going to St. Peter’s Campers. Pat seconded this. Motion carried.

Learning Ministry/Youth: No written report was submitted. No official meeting was held.
Memorial: No written report was provided.
Mutual Ministry: No written report was provided.

Property: A detailed, written report was submitted. The door handle to Luther Hall was replaced. A team of
four people went to select paint, tile and other materials for the bathroom renovation.

Worship and Music: A written report was submitted. A Seder Meal is planned for April 2nd. A schedule for
silent readings will soon be posted.

Unfinished Business:

Audit Party: Numerous members attended and helped with this. There are still a few areas to be completed
at this time. Motion was made by Corey and seconded by Robin V. to approve the 2022, 2023 and 2025
audits. Michael was working on 2024, and Robin Plank and Jason Plank will continue this work.

Upper Parking Lot: A grant for $15,000 has been received for this. There is discussion on leaving a strip open
for the apple butter fires. The contractor is providing the contract for our approval.
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Council Minutes (continued) and Volunteers

New Business/Miscellaneous:

Building Use Request: Staci Bettencourt is requesting the use of the building for a birthday party. Robin V.
motioned to approve this and Corey seconded it. Motion carried.

10 Years: We thank Pastor for the wonderful ten years of service here at St. Peter’s. His official start date was

on March 16th.

The next meeting is scheduled for April 14, 2026 at 7:00 P.M.

Adjournment and Prayer: The meeting was adjourned at 8:14 P.M.
Pat moved to adjourn and it was seconded by Bev. Motion carried. The meeting concluded with the Lord’s

Prayer.

Respectfully Submitted,
Patti Flach, Council Secretary

APRIL VOLUNTEERS 2026
Date Easter Sunrise 4/5/2026 4/12/2026 4/18/2026 4/26/2026
Acolytes Lily Johns Elsa Plank Gus Mossor Gia Bonicky Kate Johns
Myka Plank
. Guerriero &
Altar Flowers (520/vase) Karen Ferrari Karen Ferrari Marlene Domhoff Pat Hauf
Anthony
Altar Guild Pat Capella Pat Capella Pat Capella Pat Capella Pat Capella
Asst. Minister Karen Ferrari Ted Lindgren Il Deb Mort Glenn Fulghum Janice Hogan

Bell Ringer

N/A

Jason Plank

Davin Beahm

Corey Walker

Joe Ludwik

Eternal Candle (515)

Teresa O'Malley

Teresa O'Malley

Teresa O'Malley

Teresa O'Malley

Teresa O'Malley

Greeters DEbeE.& Jim Janice Hogan & Jenn & Dan Erin | Cindy & Tom Ayres Margaret Clawson
Merrison Becky Rengers & lane Taylor
Lector Teresa O'Malley Robin VanDyke Larry Mort Vic Peffer Robin Plank
Nursery MSA Cheryl Thomas Marge Lindgren Pat Capella Beverly Barkley

Offering Counters

Casey Guerriero &
Colleen Prenovitz

Casey Guerriero &
Colleen Prenovitz

Casey Guerriero &
Colleen Prenovitz

Casey Guerriero &
Colleen Prenovitz

Casey Guerriero &
Colleen Prenovitz

Tech Support

Heidi Beahm

Adam Price

Heidi Beahm

Adam Price

Heidi Beahm

Ushers

MN/A

Jenn & Dan Erin

Heidi Beahm &
Austin Schmidt

Debbie & Jim
Merrison

Cindy & Tom Ayres
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Calendar

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat |
EN [0 | [31] L] 2 [3 (4]
Sam - E_C. Ministarium 10am - Quiltars Group mﬁ‘ ng 3
G230pm - Sllent Senvice 2pm - Devotions at [ Bpm - SPY ]
Tpm - Choir Practice B:30pm - Seder Meal 12pm - Cormmunity 10:30am - Worship setup
Tpm - 5t Peter's Service 11am - Easter Breakfast
Bpim - Reeping the wond
s [s 7 ] ] [0 IEEN|
6:30pm - Fellowship Sarm - Pr. Cluster -Zelia. 10am - Comrmunity 10am - Quilters Group 12pm - 500 Club & Lunch
Tam - Sunrise Service Tpm - Boy Scouts dprm - After School 12pm - Lunch Bunch dpm - After Schood dpm - After School
Bam - Easter Breakfast Tpm - Property Mtg. dpm - After School Tpm - Bible Study
Bam - Sunday School 5:30pm - Manna Night
10:15am - Festal Easter Tpm - Choir Practice
[z (3] [1a ] (5] 18| (17 | (18|
10am - Helen's Helpers 4pm - After School 1am - Community 10am - Quilters Group Apm - After School 1pm - Luther Hall
Bam - Sunday School dpm - After School Tpm - Council Meeting dpm - After School dpm - After Schood Spm - AN 5PY
10:15am - Worshig Tpm - Boy Scouts 5:30pm - Manna Might Tpm - Bible Study &:30pm - Game Night
11:30am - Fellowship Tpm - Choir Practice
11:45am - Pack Up Food
e ] EN =] =] EZN N [
Bam - Sunday School dpm - After School dpm - After School 10am - Community 10am - Quilters Group dpm - After School
10:15am - Waorship Tpm - Boy Scouts Tpm - Dorcas Cincle 4pm - After School dpm - After Schood Spam - Wedding Rehearaal
11:30am - Fellowship Tpm - Worship Mtg. 5:30pm - Manna Might Tpm - Bible Study
Tpm - Choir Practice
E =] (=] =] N ] N
Bam - Sunday School dpm - After School dprm - After School 10am - Commmumnity 10am - Quilters Group
10:15am - Worshig 6:30pm - Mother Daughter | Tpm - Finance Meeting dpm - After School dpm - After School

11:30am - Fellowship

5:30pm - Manna Might
Tpm - Choir Practice

Jr. SPY & SPY Events

April 3 —8pm-1:00am
Good Friday Youth Group
April 18 — 5-8:30pm

ALL SPY Dinner, Devotions, & Games

May 2 — 6-8:00pm
ALL SPY Youth Group
May 16 — 5-8:30

Jr. SPY Dinner, Devotions, & Games

May 17 — After worship until 2:00pm
SPY only, Lunch & Games
June 5 - 5-9:00pm — End of Year Party

Tpm - Bible Study

YOUTH

Looking Ahead:
April 5 — Easter Breakfast
May 30 — Pirates Outing

Cornhole Tournament

June 7 — Graduation Recognition
June 14 — Church Picnic

June 27 — Rege Rengers Memorial

July 19 — Peach Potluck

August 15 — Corn Roast

GROUP A
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St. Peter’s
Lutheran Church

202 Van Buren St.
Evans City, PA
16033

Call us: 724-538-5810
E-mail us

stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net

God’s Son

Never Fails

Website:
www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org

The Sunday Bulletin Deadline is
Wednesdays at 10 am

Monthly Newsletter Deadline is the
3« Sunday of each month

Sunday School at 9 am
Weekly Worship Service on Sundays at 10:15 am
Check Our Weekly Calendar for other events.
Office Hours for Secretary:

Monday thru Friday 9 am—noon

Our Staff:

Pastor Brahdon Johns

Heidi Beahm,
After School Director

Marlene Domhoff,
Organist / Music Director

Joe Ludwik, Sexton

Christine Johns,
Interim Secretary

If you are interested in sponsoring the newsletter, we have opportunities
available in May, June, and July. Please contact the church office.

Aprll 2@

This nawslaﬁar /s sponsorad by
St Peter’s Lutheran Chareh
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