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“For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, so we, who 

are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another.”  Romans 12:4-5 

Joy is way bigger than any one person.  Jesus made sure of that for us.  If we 

can open ourselves to others, then our joy has the opportunity to expand 

exponentially.  It can be easy to get down on ourselves and God too when 

we can’t be the ones doing.  Trust me, I know. 

I was supposed to get to baptize baby Lucy and then lead the youth on a mission trip.  Those are 

two of the biggest thrills of ministry, and my responsibility.  Then, all of a sudden, I was sick and 

couldn’t.  Changes of plans all that Sunday morning rolled through calls, texts, and emails.  I was 

frustrated to let people down and sad to miss experiences too.  So much for the joy. 

My joy in those things didn’t end there, though.  It was different, but not less.  We tuned into 

worship online and got to see the baptism unfold and witness the joy of that moment.  Because 

we are bound together in Jesus by God’s Holy Spirit, the joy experienced there was ours to have 

too, as long as we were open to it.   

The mission trip became a local service week led by Robin Plank, with coordinating help from 

Heidi Beahm and  Pr. Banyay.  The blessing of the change was that more youth ended up getting 

to participate and serve than would have been able to travel.  Connections were made and God’s 

work was done.  There was joy in it!  I didn’t get to paint or serve dinner with them, but I got to 

be part of the  daily updates.  I got to be reminded that when we join our hearts with others, 

their joy can overflow and fill us up as well.  Below are some of the reflections from the time of 

service our youth and youth from St. Paul engaged in July 17, 18, and 20.  I hope they bring you 

at least as much joy as they did for me. 

 

From the Pastor:  
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Robin Plank: 

What a wonderful blessing it has been to work side by side with St. Peter's and St. Paul's youth. They are an 
amazing group of young people, willing to serve in any way needed!  Monday, we started at St. Peter’s and 
completed many tasks: outdoor work, poster making for an upcoming cornhole tournament that will benefit 
ALS, organizing cupboards in St. Peter’s Afterschool area, and cleaning out a freezer with outdated food 
products.  We took a brief break after lunch to play board games (Pastor Johns kept his distance but was 
quite an asset in the game "Poetry for Neanderthals"!) and then traveled a few blocks from the church to 
help a fellow parishioner with more yard work.  
 

Tuesday, we traveled to Passavant Retirement Center where we met new friends in Christ: Alice, Rosemary, 
and Pastor Kussarow.  We enjoyed stories of days past, while we did yard work.  Pastor Banyay then           
arranged for a delicious lunch at The Bistro!  After lunch we escorted several residents in wheelchairs to a 
common area where we enjoyed an incredible concert by the Steel Drum Ensemble from Ambridge High 
School.  
 

Thursday, the kids worked very hard serving at Portersville Christian School in painting a cinderblock class-

room.  It was BIG and took lots of effort for coat #1.  I was not certain we would make it through coat #2, 

but they pushed through, and we were able to wrap up by 1:30.  We stopped for a cool treat at the      

Snowman, prior to traveling to St. Paul's in Zelie to help with their spaghetti dinner.  What a busy week we 

had.  I was most impressed with the work ethic of these young people.  They persevered through the heat, 

inadequate tools for task completion, and some daunting landscaping tasks to serve others.  This is an     

attitude not commonly seen in the youth of today's world and was very proud to lead them.  You should be 

proud too! 

Special thank you to Robin Plank for 

last minute planning, chaperoning, 

and participating in a fun filled        

adventurous time of service, as well 

as Heid and Pr. Banyay for helping 

find ways for our youth to serve    

others. The youth had an opportunity 

to grow and strengthen their faith by 

getting to know each other and    

serving others.  Their hard work is 

unmatched and it is a blessing to 

have them represent God’s Church 
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Seth Price: 

What has been meaningful is knowing that you are 
helping someone else. I have seen God at work 
when we finished something and seeing the result. 
I have been guided by God by making myself do 
work for the community. What brought me joy is 
knowing that other people will be happy because 
they don't have to do the work. God surprised me 
when I found out that we were not just staying at 
the church to help. My relationship with God has 
been getting better by helping the community. 

Leah Plank: 
 

This past week, I was given the privilege to do  
mission work with our youth, along with Isabella 
and Abby from St. Paul’s. Throughout the week we 
got to know each other as well as growing closer 
to our God. I have seen God at work through the 
many smiles on the residents' faces at Passavant 
Retirement Home. I have enjoyed getting to know 
not only Isabella and Abby better, but also the 
youth of our church. Thank you for supporting us 
in our mission to be the hands of God in our    
community! 

Anna Plank: 

On Sunday morning my mother received a call from Pastor Johns. I was sitting in the kitchen eating breakfast 
when I heard her say the words, “Oh, you have COVID?” Instantly I began to think about the week we had 
planned ahead of us. After church I was going to pack my suitcase, then go to bed earlier than usual so that I 
was ready to wake up and head to Ohio. But suddenly, these plans seemed to hang in the balance. My     
mother soon told me the plan– we would not be going to Cincinnati, instead we would be trying to find     
mission work within our own community. Before I knew it, new plans were being made. We would be at       
St. Peter’s on Monday, Passavant on Tuesday, then Portersville Christian and St. John’s on Thursday.  
 

Throughout the week, the task I found myself doing the most was weeding. On Tuesday morning, Alice, a   
resident at Passavant, showed me to a flower bed close to the building and told me, “All of these weeds can 
go, hopefully our flowers will have more room to grow once the weeds are gone.” So as I dug at weeds on my 
hands and knees, I began to think. While the metaphor is not perfect, this week has shown me the parallels 
that can be drawn between gardening and the life of the Christian. 
 

Anyone who has ever planted anything can tell you that plants need 3 things to grow– sunlight, water, and 
dirt. A small seed is buried in the earth and once the conditions are conducive for the growth of the plant, the 
seed begins to sprout. As the seedling continues to receive water and nutrients, the roots continue to grow 
deeper into the earth and soon a small green plant emerges from the ground. As long as the plant has access 
to the things it needs to continue to grow, it will get bigger and stronger; eventually, it may even produce 
flowers or fruit as signs that it is thriving in its environment.  
 

Much like the seed, we are born in a state of darkness. Our sin nature causes our hearts to turn away from 
the God that loves us, but through the urging of the Holy Spirit, and the encouragement and support of the 
Church, the truth of the Bible can be revealed. Once our hard hearts are softened by the grace of the gospel, 
and repentance has taken place, the process of sanctification can begin. Much like the plant’s reliance on   
water, nutrients, and sunlight for continued growth, Christians must rely on the Word of God, prayer, and   
fellowship with the body of believers in order to continue growing closer to the Son. As the process of      
sanctification continues, the believer will begin to show the Fruits of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23), and much 
like the strawberries, raspberries, and blueberries we all enjoy so much, these gifts are things that the        
believer can use to bless others.  
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But of course there is one more thing essential to maintaining the well-being of a plant. Weeding, while     
necessary, tends to be the least favorable task for gardeners. This was a task I was very familiar with by the 
end of our week of service. In order for the plant to thrive, the weeds that inhibit its growth must be             
removed. And so it is for each and every one of us. On Thursday morning as I sat pulling weeds from a flower-
bed, I was reflecting upon the “weeds” that are preventing my spiritual growth. Much like literal weeding, the 
first task is to recognize the difference between a good, healthy plant and a weed. And the tricky thing is that 
some weeds look pretty. And so, at first this task of looking for my spiritual weeds was difficult.  
 

There are certainly things in my life that have and do inhibit me from loving both God and others well, but as I 
sat trying to think about those things, I found myself justifying my actions. So I began to think through the 
Fruits of the Spirit as listed by Paul. What prevents me from showing more love to others? Why am I timid to 
fully live out the abundant and miraculous joy of the gospel? What is keeping me from experiencing peace in 
all circumstances? Why am I so quick to allow frustration to take over instead of demonstrating patience? As I 
continued to make my way through the Fruits, I started to see the weeds. Amongst many, many other things, I 
learned that pride is a weed that my life is infested with.  
 

As Alice came to check on my progress, I was reminded of my task– I was there to pull weeds, not just identify 
them. In the same way that literal weeds must be pulled from gardens and flower beds, we work to remove 
the weeds in our lives. We are called to repent, to turn away from our sins, and in so doing, we are to ask for 
help removing those stumbling blocks, or weeds, from our lives. And we can be confident that God will       
forgive us for our sins because as our church motto reminds us, “God’s son never fails.” 
 

Was this the trip we had 
planned? No. But was 
this week a wonderful 
experience where I got to 
meet new people who 
helped to build me up in 
my faith. I was able to 
spend time in both      
fellowship and service. 
This week helped to 
teach me new and       
important things about 
myself; it reminded me  
of the importance of 
identifying and getting 
rid of my weeds.  

A Note from             

Bella Budisky: 

Thank you for the   

confirmation gift,   

classes, and amazing 

summer mission trip 

(2022)! 
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St. Peter’s Pirates 

fans enjoyed a sunny 

day together at the 

park  on Friday,     

July 14th.  The game 

was exciting, and the 

company even better. 

Many thanks to all 

who participated to 

make the outing a 

success!  Hopefully 

we have even more 

join the fun next 

year!  

P i r a t e ’ s  g a m e  O u t i n g  
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A n n o u n c e m e n t s  &  b i r t h d a y s :  

August Birthdays                

St. Peter’s Church Family Wishes Many 

Blessings To You!  

1 Logan Thomas 

3 Lisa Burr 

4 Corey Walker  

6 Cathy Kistler 

6 Summer Barron 

7 Marge Wearing 

7 Davin Beahm Jr.  

11 Alyssa Mossor  

14 Lindsay Jason 

18 Carol McKinnis 

18 Madalyn Rajchel 

19 Neal Critchlow  

20 Michael Bettencourt 

21 R.J. Bird 

23 Katie Weber 

26 Charles C. Harbaugh 

27 Alyssa Mossor  

30 Lynn Schweingruber 

 

Back to School Blessing  – Mark you calendars  today for the back to school blessing that will be held 

on Sunday, August 20th during our worship service.  Children are welcome to bring their backpacks and 

school supplies as we will pray for their upcoming school year.   

After School Program— We still have openings for the 2023-2024 school year.  If you know of      

anyone in need of childcare grades K-6 please give them our church contact information so we can reach 

out to them.   

APPLE FEST 
Apple Fest will be here before we know it!             

Many donations are needed to make this event 
possible.  Sign up today to donate and take an 

“apple” off the donation tree as a reminder of the 
donation you signed up to bring.  Save the dates 
to volunteer and have fun and fellowship during 

our annual event! 
Apple Fest:   

Sept. 22, 23, 24 
Dumpling Crust Making:  
Sat. Sept. 2nd at 9:00 am 

Dumpling Assembly:  
Sat. Sept. 9th at 9:00 am 

Apple Cutting for Apple Butter:  
Fri. Sept. 15th at 8:30 am 

Apple Butter Making:   
Sat. Sept. 16 at 5:00 am - 3 pm ? 
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St. Peter’s volunteers help pack food for the Evans City 

Community Food Cupboard the second Sunday of each 

month.  Join in the fun after worship on August 13th 

and help those in need in our community.    

Lunch Bunch 

If you enjoy the chance to have a meal out with 

friends then consider joining our great group on 

Wed., August 2 at Smiling Moose in Cranberry 

for lunch at 12:30 pm. You can let Pastor know if 

you are attending or contact Bob Jodon directly.  

He is the convener and you can reach him via a 

text message/call at 724-316-6648 or an email at  

rwjodon@gmail.com to confirm the number of 

people for whom to make the reservations. We 

order from the menu and lunch is Dutch treat.  

500 Card Club – will meet this month 

on Friday,  August 4th at 11 am.    

Everyone is invited and encouraged to 

attend - no experience needed! If  you 

would like to learn to play you are      

welcome to join in the fun.  It’s a pot 

luck event so bring 

whatever you would 

like to share. 

Manna Water Night– come join the fun on 

Wednesday, August 16th from 5:30-7 pm 

and have dinner!  The evening may include 

a fire truck and ambulance truck as well as 

other water fun!  Bring your swim suit and 

plan to get wet!   

St. Peter’s Apostles Softball 

The season has come to a close.  We finished the regular 

season with a 10-9 record before getting knocked out in 

the first round of the playoffs.  We had lots of fun again 

this season.  Thank you to all the players and fans who 

come and bring a spirit of joy each and every night         

regardless of the outcome of the game.  Thank you also 

to Roberta and Marlene for sponsoring the team!         

We will be having our annual softball picnic on Sunday, 

August 13th at 1pm at the Bonickys.  All 

fans and players and families are welcome 

to be a part of the food, games, and award 

ceremonies! 

Our anniversary committee has worked hard to offer this beautiful Wendell 

August Forge, St. Peter’s Christmas Ornament!  (Picture left)  

They have arrived and are now available for you to  purchase as many as 

you’d like at the cost of $20  in celebration of the 175th Anniversary of       

St. Peter’s.  Each ornament has a 3.5” diameter and comes with a red     

ribbon for displaying it and a color picture of our Shepherd window. 

Please talk to Marsha Reedy to place your order. 

A n n o u n c e m e n t s  

mailto:rwjodon@gmail.com


 

   

WELCA SCHOOL KITS 

Thank you for the wonderful response again 

this year!  All the materials needed to make 

100 school kits through Lutheran World Relief 

have been donated already! 

 

 

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for August 

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause will       

support Lutheran Campus Ministry.            

If you would like to support this cause, 

please mark the Other line on your         

contribution  envelope                             

 

June 2023 Contributions:  2022 Contributions to Date:   

A Financial Update – in an effort to keep everyone 

informed about our current financial situation the 

reconciled treasurers report of our current fund       

as of the end of June 2023 is as follows:            

Current Fund $12,702.25, Memorial Fund 

$5,314.74, Youth Fund $7,146.87, Manna Fund 

$4,355.20,  Priority Project Fund $2,278.19, After 

School Program $13,514.01. Many thanks to those 

who continue to give to these funds which give us 

the ability to serve Christ and others. 

F i n a n c i a l  f a c t s   
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T h o u g h t s  &  P r a y e r s  

Cole Barkley 

John, Summer, Timothy Barron & Family 

Amanda Barron  

Helen Barto 

Herb Brittner 

Steve Brittner 

Dave Brockoff (open heart surgery – Robin Van-

Dyke) 
Tom Broeren 

Jane Brown 

Cindy Caldwell (breast cancer) 

Jane Carruth (Colon Cancer - B.Barkley) 

Luke Clawson  

Jimmy Dapper  

David English (Lung Cancer) 

Diane Fair 

Bob & Joan Ferringer 

Mary, Glenn, and David Fulghum 

Beryl George 

Lori Goodwin 

Joan Gumpp 

Bill Head 

Casey Hogan 

Ella Jason  

Greg John 

Mary Lee Jones  
Carol Kerr 

Sally Kollek 

Val Kurth (Breast Cancer) 

Todd Manuel (blood cancer) 

Diane Marburger 

Diamond McCracken 

Kim Morris  

Shari Olson 

Erin Price 

Bill Puryear (cancer) 

Barb Rader 

Carol Smith (Cancer) 

Judy Smith (breathing issues – from: Teresa O’Malley) 

Tammy Dauben Speck  (Breast Cancer)       

Carrie Sphar (cancer – from: Cheryl Thomas) 

Jane Taylor 

Cathy VanDyke (Robin Van Dyke’s Sister-In-Law)  

Liam Wahl (infant in need of heart transplant) 

Elisa Walker  

Glenn Walker 

Garrie Wearing  

Tom Wearing  

John & Kay Yuengert (submitted by Karen Ferrari)  

Nancy & Butch Zattiero 
 

INTERCESSIONS FOR CONSOLATION IN GRIEF 
Members and friends who have entered the Church 

Triumphant in the previous 3 months: 

 

The family of David “Pops” VanDyke (5-23-23) 

The family of Bob Sarver 

The family of Harold Rader (6-2-2023) 

The family of Tom Manuel (6-24-23) 

The family of Sandy Critchlow (7-17-23) 

PRAYERS FOR OUR HOMEBOUND  
Please contact the church office as soon as possible  

to request additions or changes. 
 

Carol Green      
Norma Iman  
Mary Belle McMillen  
Ruth Rasp  
Gini Rinkus 
Lucille Wingard 
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St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting 

June 13, 2023 

 

Present: Michael Bettencourt, Rob Burr, Marlene Domhoff, Patti Flach, Pastor Johns, Ted Lindgren III, Debbie 

Merrison, Rita Reifenstein, Robin VanDyke 

Absent:   Dan Erin, Casey Guerriero, Adam Price, Jane Taylor 

Reception of Visitors:  None 

Vice-President Robin Van Dyke called the meeting to order at 7:13 PM, and Pastor led us in prayers and       

devotions addressing writings from the Book of Concord reflecting on joy. 

Minutes:  Minutes from the May 9th meeting were read.    Ted motioned to accept the minutes and it was 

seconded by Rita. 

Treasurer’s Report and Financial Secretary’s Report:  Written reports were submitted and approved.   

Pastor’s Report:  A written report was submitted and discussed.  At this point Pastor, with the assistance of 

Heidi, is taking care of the secretarial work.  It was moved and seconded that Pastor also receive secretarial 

pay retroactive to the beginning of May.  This was approved by the Council. 

Fellowship:  A written report was submitted.  Numerous activities are planned for the summer, including   

the National Night Out at EDCO Park on August 2nd.  Our church is asked to provide salads for this event.          

Recommendations for money raised at this year’s Applefest were noted:  $200 to the Library, $200 to the    

EC Fire Department and the remainder to Priority Project.  

Financial:  A written report was submitted.  Seven windows will be covered next week.  Many projects are 

financially paid for already at this time. 

Learning Ministry/Youth:  No written report submitted.  A Cincinnati house is rented for the youth in July 

17th-20th for the Youth Mission Trip.  The life-size Noah’s Ark will be visited and service projects will be done 

there.  A summer book study will occur again.  Vacation Bible School will take place next week at our church.  

Manna’s Water Night is scheduled for August 16th. 

Memorial:  No report submitted.  Microphones were repaired at a cost of $400.  This was covered by         

Memorial funds. 

Mutual Ministry:  No report submitted. 
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Property:  A written report was submitted.  Backflow preventer was installed for a cost of around $1000.  An 

annual inspection is now required.  An outdoor electrical problem caused a partial outage; it was repaired.  

Bids for painting the nave will be gotten this week.  Property committee will repair damage to the parsonage 

deck.  The roof replacement cost $8000 and has been paid.  

Worship and Music:  A written report was submitted.  An outdoor worship service will be held on August 

13th.  Setting 8 will begin on June 11th.  A baptism will occur on July 16th for Lucy Merrison.  Back to School 

Blessings will be held the end of August. 

Anniversary:  No written report.  February 11th will be the kick-off for the celebration.  October 6th will be the 

dinner at Camp Lutherlyn.  An Anniversary logo has been designed.  The History Project is ongoing.  Former 

Pastors and Sons and Daughters of the Congregation will be invited to participate in some way during the  

Anniversary Year.  July 10th is the next Anniversary meeting.  

Unfinished Business: 

Refugee Resettlement Project/Outreach Committee:  Little new to report at this time.   

Our church may potentially host a Blood Drive.   

Vitalent (Central Blood Bank) may be the organizer for this. 

Church Constitution work has not yet begun. 

Secretarial Position is once again posted. 

 

New Business: 

 Use of Luther Hall:  Requests for use of the Hall were approved. 

  

Due to Pastor’s vacation schedule, the next meeting is scheduled for August 15, 2023, at 7:00 PM. 

Adjournment with Prayer:  The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 PM.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

Patti Flach 
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Date 08/06/2023 08/13/2023 08/20/2023 08/27/2023 

Acolyte Seth Price Gus Mossor Owen Price Alyssa Mossor  

Altar Flowers 
($40) 

Lucille Wingard Pat Capella Marlene Domhoff Eilene Budisky  

Altar Guild Teresa O'Malley  Teresa O'Malley  Teresa O'Malley  Teresa O'Malley  

Asst. Minister  Karen Ferrari Troy Barkley Robin VanDyke Glenn Fulghum  

Bell Ringer Adam Price Jason Plank Troy Barkley Davin Beahm  

Communion  
Ministers 

Robin VanDyke 
Teresa        

O'Malley 
Debbie Merrison 

Pr. Johns               
Ted Lindgren III 

Eternal Candle 
($15) 

Marla Bird  Marla Bird  Marla Bird  Marla Bird  

Greeters 
Cory & Elisa 

Walker  
Rick & Rita     
Reifenstein 

Ted & Marge    
Lindgren 

Joe Ludwik            
Amy Anthony  

Lector Robin Plank Adam Price Marsha Reedy Becky Rengers  

Nursery Pat Capella Beverly Barkley Linda Schmidt Teresa O'Malley  

Offering    
Counters 

Michael Bettencourt  
Dan Guerriero  

Michael Bettencourt  
Dan Guerriero  

Michael Bettencourt  
Dan Guerriero  

Michael Bettencourt  
Dan Guerriero  

Tech Support  Adam Price Heidi Beahm Adam Price Heidi Beahm  

Ushers  
Dan Erin          

Dean Zinkhann 
Adam Price    

Rob Burr 
Cindy & Tom Ayers  

Dan & Casey      
Guerriero  

v o l u n t e e r i n g  

On Sunday, July 16th, baby Lucille 

joined us as our newest sister in 

Christ through the waters of baptism. 

Proud parents are Christopher and 

Rose pictured with proud great-

grandparents, Jim and Debbie. Special 

thanks also to Pastor Peggy Suhr-

Barkley who led worship and presided 

at the baptism at the last minute. 

Welcome to our family sweet Lucy! 
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a u g u s t  C a l e n d a r  

National Night Out – on Tuesday, 8/1  at EDCO Park the Evans City     

Community will be celebrating this national event with a free meal 

and free access to the pool.  The churches are supplying the meal.  

St. Peter’s has been asked to supply chips and salads for 150 people.  

Please let   Pastor know if you can help share our part.  Dinner starts 

at 6 pm so donations will need to be there sooner. 

Corn Roast – our annual corn roast will be held on Saturday, August 12th 

at 5:30 pm.  Please bring a side dish or dessert to share.  The night’s fun 

will include rounds of bingo with prizes.   

 

Wine and Cheese - Mark your calendar on August 25th for this evening of                   

relaxation as we casually play some games, take in delightful conversation,           

snack on hors d'oeuvres, sip some adult beverages, and maybe even go for a 

dip.  Hope to see you at the Raupps starting at 6:30 pm! 
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202 Van Buren St. 

Evans City, PA  

16033 

Call us: 724-538-5810 

E-mail us 

stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net 

 

St. Peter’s 

Lutheran 

Church   

The newsletter is sponsored by  

Carol Kerr 

in Honor of  

her Family 

S p o n s o r i n g  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r  

God’s Son  

 

 

 

Never Fails 

Website:  http://

www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org/ 

Our Staff: 

 

Pastor Brandon Johns                    

 

Heidi Beahm,  

After School Director 

 

Marlene Domhoff, 

Organist / Music Director 

 

Joe Ludwik, Sexton 

 

• The Sunday Bulletin Deadline is                     

Wednesdays at 10 am 
 

• Monthly Newsletter Deadline is the 3rd Sunday of 

each month 
 

• Sunday School: resumes 9/10/2023 

9 am Pre-K—adults  

 

• Weekly Worship Services:   

Sundays at 10:15 am 

 

• Check Our Weekly Calendar of other events.  

 

Summer Office Hours:    

M-W-F  

9 am—noon 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.cliparthut.com/clip-arts/556/september-clip-art-556545.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.cliparthut.com/sept-word-clipart.html&h=101&w=203&tbnid=49IQhkFArFkfTM:&docid=E1rrhOHXj-2X5M&ei=V-vdVY7hC4O4yQTvwKe4DQ&tbm=isch

