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From the Pastor:  

“The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the wil-
derness. The Israelites said to them, ‘If only we had died by the hand of the LORD in the 
land of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought 
us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.’  Then the LORD said 
to Moses, ‘I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and each day the people shall go 
out and gather enough for that day. In that way I will test them, whether they will follow 
my instruction or not.’”  ~ Exodus 16:2-4 

It’s a pretty ridiculous scene.  The Israelites have been released from 
centuries of slavery by the hand of God, only to wish they were back in chains or dead, 
because they are hungry.  On the other hand, maybe we can sympathize.  Being hungry 
can make us do some crazy things, and it’s unlikely we’ve been starving in the wilderness.  

This wilderness story has a direct connection to Jesus’ words in the Lord’s Prayer.  He   
instructs his disciples to pray, “Give us this day our daily bread” or “our bread for today.”  
As the Israelites made their way , their exodus, out of Egypt and to the Promised Land, 
God feeds them.  They call this bread from heaven manna, and each day, God gives them 
exactly what they need for the day (except Fridays where they get a double portion to last 
through the Sabbath).  It is an exercise in trust-building, which is Jesus’ point as well. 

It is impossible to be truly at peace without trusting God.  The amount of worries that can 
easily invade our thoughts and overwhelm our sense of peace are like big, burly thieves 
that come into our homes, tie us up, and rob us blind.  In this case it’s peace that gets 
bound, and we get robbed of precious things like sleep, joy, and, well, more peace.  God 
invites us to bar the door to worry through trust, and to secure that defense through daily 
prayer that reminds us that God provides what we need for the day, each day. 

Worried about sin?  Remember the cross and trust you are forgiven.  Worried about 
meaning in life?  Remember that Jesus is the bread that feeds our life.  Worried about 
death?  Remember the empty tomb and trust in the resurrection.  Worried about your 
next meal, having a coat for your kids, or a roof to keep out the rain?  Remember that 
God is our loving parent and trust that God provides all we need. 

Sometimes that last part seems like pie in the sky rather than manna from heaven.        
Real hunger produces real worries and a real lack of peace.  However, we know that God 
has created a world rich enough that there is abundance for all people, and Jesus has    
established the Church as the model community, where the distribution of resources   
ensures all people have what they need for the day. God asks us to trust in His providence 
and to rediscover the peace that comes from that trust.  Jesus also asks us to be the     
answer to someone’s prayer for daily bread, in all its forms, when we have the means to 
do so.  In this care for our neighbors, we are coworkers of Christ and peacemakers of God. 

Give us this day our daily bread.  Help us trust.  Help us share.  Grant us peace.  Amen. 
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Bill and Betsy Billinger wed at         

St. Peter’s with close family and 

friends on July 1, 2024.                         

Many blessings to the both of you!  

S t .  P e t e r ’ s  p r i d e   

Congratulations to Morgan 

(Ainsworth) and Kyle Benning on 

their marriage.  They wed on July 27, 

2024 at Cyahoga Valley National Park in Ohio.  

Many thanks to all of the fans that came out to support St. Peter’s Apostles this season!  Fan appreciation 

night was held on Wednesday, July 17th and even a passing rainstorm didn’t stop the fun.  A special thank 

you to Pastor Johns for making the evening super special with prizes and for planning all of the fun.          

Featured in the middle picture is the apple sauce eating contest. Humm… no need to give the Fellowship 

Committee any ideas for our upcoming Apple Fest!  

A GREAT BIG thank you to the  

Apostles Softball team for the wonderful fan appreciation night,     

with good food and prizes.  

Thank you, Barb Graham  
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R e g e  R e n g e r s  c o r n h o l e  t o u r n a m e n t  

A special thank you to everyone who helped in any way to make the 4th annual Rege Rengers Cornhole 

Tournament a huge success!  Praise be to God for painting the beautiful sky with a masterpiece that we 

could only dream possible as the forecast looked as though we would be constrained to the indoors for 

the evening.  Faith, hope, and prayer set us on the course for an unbelievable evening of fun together 

raising over $2,000 for ALS that we are hoping to have matched!  Many thanks to Tom & Cindy Ayers and 

Barb Graham for taking care of concessions, Pastor Johns and Ted Lindgren III for set up, to the many 

folks who donated items and/or participated in the evening, and to Marla Bird for her help with getting a 

Thrivent Grant to support our cause, and to the advertising crew who helped to market our event .   

Gianna Bonicky for the 
red white and blue door 
prize and Frank for the 
guess the candy prize 

with an almost perfect 
guess!  

With over 80 folks in attendance Nick and >>>>> brought home 

the win for the 2024 Rege Rengers ALS Cornhole Benefit              

Fundraiser!  Congratulations to both of you and many thanks for 

helping to make this year’s event so much fun!   
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7 5  P l u s  C e l e b r a t i o n   

On Sunday, June 30th those who are 75 years of age or older were celebrated with an after church          

fellowship social.  Many thanks to our fellowship committee and our anniversary committee for making 

this day special for our members age 75+.   

Cindy Ayers                    

Tom Ayers 

Beverly Banyay 

James  Banyay 

Troy Barkley 

Beverly Barkley 

Ronald Blinn 

Jane Brown 

Kay Burr 

Pat Capella 

Magaret Clawson 

Donna Daugherty 

Marlene Domhoff 

Karen Ferrari 

Charlie Flach 

Patti Flach 

Lloyd Green 

Barbara Graham 

Charles Harbaugh 

Norma Iman 

Carol Kerr 

Bea King 

Charleen Lippencott 

Joe Ludwik 

Richard Marburger 

Marcia Marburger 

Janice Marburger 

Magaret Myers 

Joyce Nalevanko 

Patricia Painter 

Carolyn Parenti 

Heinie Raupp 

Mary Jane Raupp 

Rick Reifenstein 

Virginia Rinkus 

Ruth Roberts 

Vickie Sammons 

Dennis Schmidt 

Inez Schmidt 

Lynn Schweingruber 

James Shaffer 

Janet Shaffer 

Lucille Wingard 

Nancy Zatterio 

Dean Zinkhann 
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Our anniversary committee has worked hard to offer this beautiful Wendell 

August Forge, St. Peter’s Christmas Ornament!  (Picture left)  

They are located on the reading table in the nave and are now available for 

you to  purchase as many as you’d like at the cost of $20  in celebration of 

the 175th Anniversary of St. Peter’s.  Each ornament has a 3.5” diameter 

and comes with a red ribbon for displaying it and a color picture of our 

Shepherd window. 

1 7 5 t h  A n n i v e r s a r y  c e l e b r a t i o n  

As part of the anniversary celebration St. Peter’s Pipers returned to sing during the July 14th worship         

service.  Marge Wearing led the group on guitar and the congregation was blessed to hear several songs 

from the smiling faces of some of the original St. Peter’s Pipers.   

Thank you for sharing your talent and your love and praise for God through song with all of us!   

 

    On Tuesday September 10th and Wednesday September 11th,   

    a photographer will be coming in to take our pictures for the  

    St. Peter’s Directory.  You may either sign up on-line, or Sunday  

    paper sign-up (in turn, the names will be added electronically to  

    the list).  If you prefer to submit your own photo, there is a $15  

    charge.  This year you will receive a free 8”x 11” photo plus one  

    free directory per household.  Additional information to come. 

St. Peter’s  

St. Peter’s Cook Books Are Here!  Many thanks to Rita Reifenstein, her editors, WELCA, and the         

Anniversary Committee for compiling our recipes and stories, bringing together generations of           

history to feed us for years to come. Rita will be in Luther Hall selling them after worship.   
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1 7 5 t h  A N N I V E R S A R Y  
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P e a c h  f e s t   

On Sunday, July 21st, St. Peter’s Fellowship              

Committee hosted the annual Peach Festival.  The 

event featured several peach-themed main dishes as 

well as desserts and peach flavored beverages too!  

Many friends and family stayed after worship to     

participate in the event and God provided the perfect 

amount of sunshine to make Peach Fest enjoyable.   

If you are wondering who officially won the ice 

cream / sherbet dessert contest on national ice cream 

day (Pastor or Ted), you will have to keep waiting.  It is 

considered to be a  tie again this year with votes     

collected on both desserts in equal amounts.  Thanks 

to Pastor for accepting Ted’s challenge and adding a 

little fun to the afternoon as well as everyone who 

took the time to make things for this pot luck even 

and to all who attended!  Much fun was had by all.   
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A n n o u n c e m e n t s  

Back to School Blessing  – Mark you calendars today for the back to school blessing that will be held on  
Sunday, August 18th during our outdoor worship service.  Children are welcome to bring their backpacks 
and/or school supplies as we will pray for their upcoming school year.   

After School Program— We still have openings for the 2024-2025 school year.  If you know of anyone in 
need of childcare grades K-6 please give them our church contact information so we can reach out to them.   

                APPLE FEST 
 

    The Apple Fest is coming soon,  
and many donations are needed to 

make this event possible.  The donation  
Apple Tree is ready, so please take an “apple”  
and sign up for whatever you wish to donate.   
Please save the dates below to volunteer and 

have fun and fellowship during our annual event! 
Apple Fest:   

Sept. 20th & 21st 

Dumpling Dough Making:  

Sat. Aug. 31st at 8:30 am 

Dumpling Assembly:  

Sat. Sept. 7th at 8:30 am 

Apple Cutting for Apple Butter:  

 Fri. Sept. 13th at 8:30 am 

Apple Butter Making:   

Sat. Sept. 14th at 5:00 am - 3 pm ? 
 

All donations need to be in the  
church by August 29th.  If you have 

any questions, please contact  
Eilene Budisky. 

Manna Water Night– come join the fun on 

Wednesday, August 28th from 5:30-7:15 pm and 

have dinner!  The evening also always includes 

great water-themed fun!  So, bring your swimsuit 

and plan to get wet!  Bring friends too, and make 

sure they know to plan for a soaking good time! 
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Many thanks to everyone who donated cleaning products 

for the Evans City Community Food Cupboard in June!   

August donations are condiments. 

 In September we will collect items for baking supplies.           

Our goal is to assemble 15 kits of non-perishable food items 

for baking cookies.  Specific donations are needed for these 

kits. Please see the sign up sheet before donating.   

Lunch Bunch 

If you enjoy the chance to have a meal out 

with friends then consider joining our great 

group on Wed., August 14 at Marty’s in 

Cranberry for lunch at 12:00 pm. You can 

let Pastor know if you are attending and 

confirm the number of people for whom to 

make the reservations. We order from the 

menu and lunch is Dutch treat.  

500 Card Club – will meet this month on  

Friday,  August 2nd at noon.  Everyone is invited 

and encouraged to attend - no experience needed!       

If  you would like to learn to play 

you are welcome to join in the fun.       

It’s a pot luck event so bring       

whatever you would like to share. 

St. Peter’s Apostles Softball 

The regular season has come to a close.  We finished the regular season with a 13-7 record and got rained 

out for our first playoff game.   We are hopeful to reschedule this game for August 12th but watch the       

bulletin for the latest news.   We are having lots of fun again this season.  Thank you to all 

the players and fans who come and bring a spirit of joy each and every night regardless of 

the outcome of the game.  Thank you also to Roberta and Marlene for sponsoring the team. 

A n n o u n c e m e n t s  

Daniel at Sight and Sound, November 2nd in Lancaster, PA. 

We only have 9 tickets remaining.  $75.00 for adults or $45.00 for children under 

12.Checks can be made out to St. Peter’s Lutheran Church (marked Daniel Trip)  

by September 29th. 

For more information, please see or call Eilene Budisky at 724-452-6059. 



 

   

WELCA SCHOOL KITS 

The collection will be ongoing through  

mid-September.  Our goal for this year is 175 

school kits in celebration of our 175th Anniversary.  

To help with reaching that 

goal, there is a donation  

poster in Luther Hall.  Please 

consider taking a tag or two 

and donating the items to 

help make much needed 

school kits.   

June 2024 Contributions:  2024 Contributions to Date:   

  A Financial Update  

in an effort to keep every-

one informed about our current  

financial situation the reconciled treasurers  

report of our current fund.        

As of the end of June 2024 is as follows: 

Current Fund $11,547.08, Memorial Fund 

$7,959.74, Youth Fund $9,758.97, Manna Fund 

$4,292.73,  Priority Project Fund $23,211.79, After 

School Program $9,987.99. Many thanks to those 

who continue to give to these funds which give us 

the ability to serve Christ and others. 

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for August 

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause will  

support Lutheran Campus Ministry.  

If you would like to support this cause,  

please mark the Other line on your  

contribution envelope.                             

 
 

F i n a n c i a l  f a c t s   

On behalf of the WELCA, we would like to thank every-

one who provided desserts for Meals-on-Wheels.   

Your kindness and generosity help WELCA to fulfill our 

mission of using our hands to do God’s work! 

God bless you all! 

Your sisters in Christ, 

Marsha and Robin 
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T h o u g h t s  &  P r a y e r s  

PRAYERS FOR OUR HOMEBOUND 

Please contact the church office as soon as possible  

to request additions or changes. 

           Gini Rinkus        

              Norma Iman      Lucille Wingard    

    

   Cole Barkley 
   Troy Barkley  
   John, Summer, Timothy Barron & Family 
   Helen Barto 
   Ricky Benson 
   Dave Brockhoff  
 (open heart surgery – Robin VanDyke) 
   Tom Broeren 
   Jane Brown 
   Kay Burr 
   Reid Caldwell (ALS) 
   Jane Carruth (Colon Cancer - B.Barkley) 
   Luke Clawson  
   Michael Clawson 
   Diane Fair 
   Mary, Glenn, and David Fulghum 
   Lori Goodwin  
   Joan Gumpp 
   Patty Grubbs 
   Bill Head 
   Annastyn Hogan 
   Stephanie Hogan 
   Ella Jason  
   Greg John 
   Brain Kenny  
   Carol Kerr 
   Val Kurth (Breast Cancer) 

    

   Todd Manuel (blood cancer) 
   Diane Marburger 
   Jane Mashuda 
   Diamond McCracken 
   Matt Morris  
   Mark Phillips 
   Erin Price 
   Bill Puryear (cancer) 
   Barb Rader 
   Lori Rasp 
   Dylan Rast 
   Rick Reifenstein 
   Audrey Smith 
   Judy Smith  
          (breathing issues – from: Teresa O’Malley) 
   Carrie Sphar (cancer – from: Cheryl Thomas) 
    Jane Taylor 
   Cathy VanDyke            
           (Robin Van Dyke’s Sister-In-Law)  
   Liam Wahl (infant in need of heart transplant) 
   Glen Walker  
   Mary Watson 
   Bob Wearing 
   Garrie Wearing   
   John & Kay Yuengert   

INTERCESSIONS FOR CONSOLATION IN GRIEF 

Members and friends who have entered the  

Church Triumphant in the previous 3 months: 

The family of Kim Morris 

The family of Butch Zattiero 

The family of Ruth Mullenax 

The family of Carol Green 
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J u n e  c o u n c i l  m i n u t e s   

St. Peter’s  Lutheran Church 
Council Meeting 

June 26, 2024 
 
Present:  Staci Bettencourt, Marlene Domhoff, Dan Erin (phone), Patti Flach, Casey Guerriero, Pastor Johns, 
Ted Lindgren III, Adam Price, Rita Reifenstein, Linda Schmidt 
 
Absent:  Rob Burr, Jane Taylor, Corey Walker 
 
Reception of Visitors:  None 
 
President Adam Price called the meeting to order at 7:16 PM.  Pastor shared a reading from the responses 
from the Confirmands regarding how to have peace with God and led us in a discussion and prayer. 
 
Minutes:  Minutes from the May 14th meeting were read and approved.     
Ted motioned to accept the minutes and it was seconded by Staci.             Motion carried, 
 
Pastor’s Report:  A written report was submitted and discussion followed.  He opened with a brief talk about 
several deaths and hospitalizations, as well as a report on an upcoming marriage that he will be for nonmem-
bers who occasionally stay in the area.  Several meetings with Zion and St. Paul’s were held during their tran-
sitional period..  Family vacations were also noted. 
 
Treasurer’s Report and Financial Secretary’s Reports:  Written reports were submitted, discussed and ap-
proved.     Motioned to accept, and it was seconded by 
 
Financial:  No written report was submitted.  They will be meeting on July 29th. 
 
Fellowship:  No written report was submitted; however, an oral report was provided that noted the follow-
ing:  Holding an after-Church picnic, informing all of a Peach Fest on July 21st, hosting a corn roast on August 
10th, scheduling the  wine and cheese event for August 23rd, celebrating our 175th Anniversary dinner at 
Camp Lutherlyn on October 6th, and scheduling another Rummage Sale and Apple Fest during the Communi-
ty Pumpkinfest in September.  
 
Learning MInistry/Youth:   No written report was provided. 
 
Memorial:  No written report was provided. 
 
Mutual Ministry:  No written report was provided. 
 
Property:  A written report was submitted.  The outdoor faucet was repaired.  They are awaiting a response 
detailing a date with the cement person, hopefully within the next few weeks.  Clean up day went well.  A 
railing on the steps needs to be repaired, and poison ivy around the church yard needs to be addressed. 
 
Worship and Music:  A meeting was held, and a written report was provided.  The former St. Peter’s Pipers 
will provide special music on July 14th.  On August 11th the Pastors Thompson will assist with the service.  An 
outdoor service is being planned for August 18th. 
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O d d s  &  e n d s  &  b i r t h d a y s  

Anniversary:  Pastor Bev Banyay continues to work on the church’s history.  Council minutes from the 60’s 
and 70’s appear to be missing.  Recognition for members aged 75 and up is scheduled for June 30th.  Jane 
Brown recently turned 100! 

 
Unfinished Business: 
Outreach Committee:  No report 
Refugee/Resettlement Project:  No report 
Church Constitution:  No report 
Directory:  No additional news 
Pastoral Review:  The process is underway. 
 

New Business/Miscellaneous: 
On Sunday, September 29th, visitors from Madagascar will be present. 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for 7:00 PM on August 20, 2024. 
 
Adjournment and Prayer:  The meeting was adjourned at 8:14 PM.  Ted moved to adjourn and Rita  
seconded it.  Motion carried. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Patti Flach, Council Secretary 

August Birthdays                

St. Peter’s Church Family Wishes  

Many Blessings To You!  

      1 Logan Thomas        18 Carol McKinnis 

      3 Lisa Burr         18 Madalyn Rajchel 

      4 Corey Walker         19 Neal Critchlow  

      6 Cathy Kistler        20 Michael Bettencourt 

     6 Summer Barron        21 R.J. Bird 

     7 Marge Wearing        23 Katie Weber 

     7 Davin Beahm Jr.         26 Charles C. Harbaugh 

    14 Lindsay Jason        27 Alyssa Mossor  

              30 Lynn Schweingruber 

 

 

A special thank you  from Sue Ann Jones at St. John’s 
to Pastor Johns and St. Peter’s church for all of the 
cookies and popsicles for this year’s Evans City VBS. 

The kids had a great time cooking all of the special 
treats for the community, but the special treat was how 
much fun they all had delivering what they made.   
They delivered: 

• 80 decorated boxes of granola to the Food Cupboard 

• 12 decorated boxes of granola to the firemen  

• 12 decorated boxes of granola to the EDCO Park staff 

• 70 bags of no bake chocolate cookies to the staff at 
the Grove 

• 3 Cheesecakes to the E.C. Meals on Wheels in Zelie 

• 5 Chocolate Caramel apples to the library 

• A pizza casserole, turkey roll-ups and 2 chocolate Tex-
as sheet cakes to Presidents Square 

At Presidents Square they all sang their songs and les-
son to the residents.  What a Wednesday night we had.   
Thank you!! 
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v o l u n t e e r i n g  

Many thanks to Riley who was volunteered to acolyte for her first time in July!  

St. Peter’s is very blessed to have the many folks that  we do to make worship 

possible.  If you are interested in volunteering for 

one of the many volunteer positions available 

please see Pastor Johns.  The list above is just one 

of the ways that you can help at St. Peter’s.  There 

are other volunteers needed for things like altar 

guild, choir, or serving on one of our many         

committees!   

 08/04/2024 08/11/2024 08/18/2024 08/25/2024 

          Acolytes Myka Plank Leah Plank Lily Johns Ethan Johns 

Altar Flowers ($40) Lucille Wingard Talea Merrrison Marlene Domhoff Eilene Budisky 

Altar Guild Teresa O'Malley Teresa O'Malley Teresa O'Malley Teresa O'Malley 

Asst. Minister  Anna Plank Teresa O'Malley Robin Van Dyke Ted Lindgren II 

Bell Ringer Davin Beahm Joe Ludwik Wes Schmidt Adam Price 

Communion Ministers Robin Van Dyke Ted Lindgren III Ted Lindgren III Debbie Merrison 

Eternal Candle ($15) Teresa O'Malley Teresa O'Malley Teresa O'Malley Teresa O'Malley 

Greeters 
Michael & Staci  

Bettencourt 
Heinie & Mary Jane 

Raupp 
Denny & Inez   

Schmidt 
Rick & Rita   
Reifenstein 

Lector Marsha Reedy Becky Rengers Jane Taylor Cheryl Thomas 

Nursery  Linda Schmidt Colleen Prenovitz Marge Lindgren Teresa O'Malley 

Offering Counters 
Michael Bettencourt     

& Dan Guerriero 
Michael Bettencourt     

& Dan Guerriero 
Michael Bettencourt    

& Dan Guerriero 
Michael Bettencourt    

& Dan Guerriero 

Tech Support Adam Price Heidi Beahm   Adam Price Heidi Beahm   

Ushers 
Cindy & Tom         

Ayers 
Dan & Casey    

Guerriero 
Heidi Beahm                
& Brian Johns 

Dean Zinkhann            
& Joe Ludwik 
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a u g u s t  C a l e n d a r  

National Night Out – on Tuesday, 8/6  at EDCO Park the Evans City     

Community will be celebrating this national event with a free meal 

and free access to the pool.  The churches are supplying the meal.  

St. Peter’s has been asked to supply chips and salads for 150 people.  

Please let  Pastor know if you can help share our part.  Dinner starts 

at 6 pm so donations will need to be there sooner. 

Corn Roast – our annual corn roast will be held on Saturday, August 10th 

at 5:30 pm.  Please bring a side dish or dessert to share.  The night’s fun 

will include rounds of bingo with prizes.   

 

Wine and Cheese - Mark your calendar on August 23rd for this evening of                   

relaxation as we casually play some games, take in delightful conversation,           

snack on hors d'oeuvres, sip some adult beverages, and maybe even go for  

a dip.  Hope to see you at the Raupps starting at 6:30 pm! 
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202 Van Buren St. 

Evans City, PA  

16033 

Call us: 724-538-5810 

E-mail us 

stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net 

 

St. Peter’s 

Lutheran 

Church   

 

The newsletter this month is  

sponsored by Marla Bird. 

 

 

 

 

God’s Son  

 

 

 

Never Fails 

Website:  http://

www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org/ 

Our Staff: 

 

Pastor Brandon Johns                    
 

Heidi Beahm,  

After School Director 
 

Marlene Domhoff, 

Organist / Music Director 
 

Joe Ludwik, Sexton 
 

Kimberly Peaco, Secretary 

 

• The Sunday Bulletin Deadline is                     

Wednesdays at 10 am 
 

• Monthly Newsletter Deadline is the 3rd Sunday  

of each month 
 

• Sunday School: resumes 9/8/2024 

9 am Pre-K—adults  

 

• Weekly Worship Services:   

Sundays at 10:15 am 

 

• Check Our Weekly Calendar of other events.  

 

Summer Office Hours:    

M-W-F  

9 am—noon 

If you are interested in sponsoring the newsletter, we have an opportunity  

available for December.  Please contact the church office. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.cliparthut.com/clip-arts/556/september-clip-art-556545.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.cliparthut.com/sept-word-clipart.html&h=101&w=203&tbnid=49IQhkFArFkfTM:&docid=E1rrhOHXj-2X5M&ei=V-vdVY7hC4O4yQTvwKe4DQ&tbm=isch

