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From the Pastor:

But the angel said to thew, “Do not be afraid; for see—
1 am bringing You good wews of great joy for all the people:
“tp You is born this day in the city of David a Savior,
who is the Messiah, the Lord.” LuRe 2:10-11

Of all the times and seasons in the year, this is probably the one month
where | don’t have to try to explain what joy is. Sure, spring with Easter
celebrations and flowers blooming, has a legitimate claim to most joyful
time of year. July can argue that it’s pool and beach season instead of wintry mix season,
and that’s fair. There are some baseball fanbases out there for whom fall is a joyous time
rather than a merciful end to misery. Somehow, none of that compares to Christmastide.
Stop it July with your “Christmas in July” arguments; that’s just a gimmick, albeit a fun one.
No, November, | mean December Christmas time, not watered-down premature November
Christmas. Now, in December when you may or may not be reading this, is the time of
year when joy seems to be the most natural. It’s like when God says people won’t have

to be taught about God or the covenant, but it’ll just be written right there on our hearts.

All joking aside, everything above is true, but it’s also important to note that this can be
one of the most challenging times of year for people. Children without parents or homes
that don’t look like the glowing cards crisscrossing the country likely have a harder time
developing the sense of joy for the season that | have. People might experience guilt for
not being able to provide in the same way as their neighbors. Of course, some for whom
Christmas is usually joyful might not be experiencing it that way this particular year because
of the recent death of a loved one. Part of the power of this time of year is its ability to tap
deeply into our emotions, but that can make it all the more challenging when hurt and
sadness are already so near the surface.

Still, Zechariah’s song rings true today. Of Jesus’ impending birth he sang, “By the tender
mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us, to give light to those who sit in
darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet in the way of peace.” Strife and pain
don’t drive us from Jesus and the celebration of his coming. To help remedy them is why he
came, so instead, they push us to lean into his arms and the joy there for us all the more.
Therefore, | think it might be helpful to learn some lessons from Advent and Christmas
about joy.

Food is a big component of the joy of this time of year. For Whovillg, it’s the roast beast.
For Ralphie’ dad, it was the turkey. For me, it’s ham that eaten for days afterwards and
Christmas cookies. That might sound trite, but we know that there is great power in table
fellowship. Too often, we abandon that source of joy for meals on the go or some other
disjointed dinner. However, time spent together preparing and savoring cherished dishes
and delighting in the stories and flavors that accompany them is a holy source of comfort
and joy. In our homes and in our church home, we should gather around the table and
experience its joy as much as possible, not just Christmastide.
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Pastor’s Page Continued

Music and singing are also key parts to the joy of Advent and Christmas. It gets to be a little much when pop
Christmas music starts in stores at the beginning of November, but marketers have a sense of how important
our emotional connection to music is. Luther remarked of music that to sing is to pray twice. In a season
where belting out songs is the actual accepted norm, it’s no wonder we feel more connected to God this
time of year. We would do well to remember to pray and praise so much the rest of the year. God is, after
all, the source of all joy, so to be better connected to God through prayer and worship can only help fuel

our joy. Group singing strengthens the bonds of those in the ensemble as well, which means our community
is more of one breath and heartbeat the more we sing together. God’s people are clearly hardwired for
worship, where songs of praise and thanksgiving are at the heart of who we are and what we do. This means
the more we worship, especially through song, the more our joy grows.

Advent and Christmas pay special attention to light and lighting. Advent is the season of peering to the
horizon to glimpse the inbreaking aura of the new day. A light in the darkness that shall not be overcome.
We await its coming and celebrate its arrival. In response, we decorate our homes, inside and out, with
special light. What’s particularly interesting about Christmas lights is that generally they are meant to glow
rather than overpower, unless you put them out in numbers like Clark Griswold. The rest of the year, when
we install and use lights, they are so bright that they leave not even a shadow behind. Now we revel in
candlelight and strings of bulbs chosen for gentle hues and twinkle. In this light, with its soft edges, we see
each other with much more forgiving eyes. All of our faults are no longer on 100 watt LED display, but are
softened by the glow of Christmas lights. Let’s see each other more often this way, not glaring at our faults,
but with gentle, forgiving eyes that use the soft glow to look upon each other with love, as God intended.
There is much more room for joy when we see and are seen in God’s light.

There are perhaps many more joyful lessons that Advent and Christmas have to teach us, but | will conclude
with just one more. While we consistently risk an overemphasis on material things this time of year, gift-
giving is a central part of these seasons. At the heart of Christmas is the gift of Jesus to humanity, to us. We
have had this gift for so long, like a bicycle given to us as teenagers, that it can be easy to forget the joy that
it was to receive it and the constant joy the gift of Jesus offers us. Remember and rejoice. Additionally, if you
have ever been a part of giving a gift that brought wonder and delight to someone else, you know, like | am
convinced God knew when he gifted us his redeeming presence, that there is no greater joy than being a part
of the genesis of someone else’s joy. Attentive, self-giving love is the God-designed path for pure joy. Such
love is not always wrapped with bows nor does its joy require specially decorated trees. The Way of the
manger and the cross is the path of love-induced joy we are called to each day.

May the Christmastide joy of table grace, musical harmony, illumined mercy, and loving presence be yours
this season and forevermore.
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FOR YOUR SERVICE

On November 5th, All Saints Sunday, we remembered
all of those who have entered the Church Triumphant
including these brothers and sisters of St. Peter’s:

Tom Manuel, Sandy Critchlow, Beryl George, Tom
Wearing, Elisa Walker, Marylee Jones, Beth Allmann,
Julia Knauff, and John Reinhart.

Also, we recognized our recently baptized,
Violet Jason, Josie Guerriero, Quinn
Green, and Lucy Merrison, for it is in our
baptism that we receive the promise of
adoption as God’s children and while the
sin of our old self continues to cling to us
in this life, the adoption that God conveys

us, establishing us already among the
saints in light.

Manna Night kids and volunteers honored Veterans for a special dinner on Wednesday, November

15th. A special thank you to Rick Reifenstein who spoke to the children in attendance about serving

our country and what it means to be a veteran. Many thanks to Patti Flach the team of volunteers

who serve those in our community. Manna Night is held weekly starting at 5:30 pm. Join in for the

fun, regardless of your age! Our program is intergenerational among those who participate!



Annual Turkey Dinner

Wow! What a wonderful turnout for our annual turkey dinner! The proceeds from this
dinner benefited the Jason Family in hopes to help them with their journey through
Battens Disease for sweet little Ella. Thank you to everyone who donated food items,
came to volunteer, and to those who gave generously to support the fundraiser benefit
dinner. As you can see from all of these pictures, there was great fellowship and a great
time for community and church family to come together to support a wonderful family
who are going through a hard medical diagnosis. Please pray for Ella & her family.




Thank You’s

IDear Friends at St Peters Lutheran Church,

Your gift is strengthening The ALS Association’s fight against ALS! Thanks to your generous T e

contribution of $2,474.00 on October 18, 2023 we can further support people living with ALS T L lfe
and their families by ensuring access to high-quality care services in every stage of the disease,

while also fueling groundbreaking advocacy and research efforts. CENTER

Your gift in memory of Regis Rengers honors their life and unwavering fight against this
devastating disease. Thank you for providing a moment of light to this family during such a
difficult time. We will let them know of your generous donation.

Thank you for being an integral part of our ALS community. Your commitment to those living
with ALS and their families is invaluable. Should you have any questions regarding your
contribution, please contact Daly Muller at daly.muller@als.org or 502-495-3687.

Sincerely,

The ALS Assodiation

ASSOCIATION

Western Pennsylvania
Chapter

Thank you for all of the items
donated for new and expecting

mothers! Check out https:// f ‘ o a:“;:
trylife.center/program/ to learn N, P,

more about their program.

| would like to thank you for

your thoughts and prayers nER Siandy) Vitc I d nt‘;i

during Paige Volz recovery Please exterd our heartfalt gratitude 1o everyona involved in making the

Monday, October 30, 2023 blocd drive a success for the community blocd supply
from her emergency
In ali, 42 peopie attempted to participate, resulting In 38 sucozssful donations. Because each donation can
be separated inic companents ta benafit multiple patients, these precious donations will extend, enhance,
Weeks after surgery she was and save the lives of approximately 114 patients over the next several weeks

appendectomy. Three

released to full activity Thanks to your dadication and effo goal of 30 successful denations!

meaning she could pIay Thanks to all the genercus c:onl,. s, blood drive supporters (and you), patients in nead will receive
something wendrous - the gifi of hope for a better tomamonw.

113, the blcod drive exceedad the

softball again. Thank you for
We are grateful for your commitment to a safe and available blood supply, and we loak forward to the nexd
blood crive.

asking about her and caring

for her.

Biood donation gives hope to pafients and their families and helps to make our community strongar, Thank
¥ g

Pam Volz you again for all your cutsianding efforts!

With Appreciation,

Jcsus shows ﬁ %‘M ;
his love for us e W w —
T}'lroug}'l PCOPIC W Cyndi Funk M/W W

- x » ' Account Manager
Just ke you! P 412.200.7082




Save the Date’s & Birthdays:

Advent Lunch — Our annual kickoff to the Advent season Sunday, December 3rd. Our SPY will be
hosting a lunch after worship and there will be Advent-themed activities for all ages. Any funds
donated for the lunch will support next summer’s youth mission trip.

% _ Hymn Sing — On Sunday, December 10™ at 6:30 pm we will have an Advent and
(( B Chrlstmas hymn sing. We will be trying to record this event too in order to work
C L] toward producing a CD of our congregation singing favorite hymns as part of our

a ') 175™ anniversary. Please plan to join this extra chance to sing carols!

Christmas Cookie Sale — Sun., Dec. 17™ following our worship service, cookies
will be provided by Lutherlyn camper families for fellowship time. If you enjoy
the sweet, festive treats, then you are invited to purchase more to take home
in order to help defray the cost of camp for our youth. Christmas tins will be
available to fill.

5 Sunday School Christmas Program — Please save the Date: 12/17, 6:30pm to join in the
L fun and fellowship of our annual Christmas Program! Plan to stay after to enjoy
_refreshments with the Sunday School Teachers, Cast, and Crew in celebration of all that
Advent offers for each of us in anticipation for the birth of Christ on Christmas day!

Sundays in December

9 am Sunday School 3 Sarah Merrison Mcintyre 23 Curt A. Johns
10:15 am Worship 7 Talea Merrison 23 Rick Reifenstein
11:30am Fellowship 12 Matt Morris 24 Shelby Zellhart (Ainsworth)
sy Ll Cheir 12 Samantha Weber 25 Louie Greenawalt
Wednesdays in December 13 Terry Williams 26 Trevor VanDyke
5:30 pm Manna Night 14 Colton Wearing 27 Nickalas Vicheck
7 pm Senior Choir 16 Robin Green 27 Daniel Guerriero
8 pm Cantata 18 Linda Schmidt 28 Paul Green
Thursdays in December 19 Paige Volz 28 Karen Ferrari

9 am Quilting 20 Leo Weber 28 Ruth Johns

7 pm Bible Study 21 Beverly Barkley 30 Mackenzie Johns

31 Adam Price
December 16

6:30 Game Night * November 9 Natalea Merrison



St. Peter’s Upcoming Events

Join your church family and friends for the monthly Lutheran
lunch outing Wednesday, December 13 at 12 pm. This month’s
restaurant is the Springfield Grille of Mars. Anyone is welcome to
attend, please let Pastor Johns know how many will be joining
from your party so he can pass the information along to RSVP for
the growing group! Stay tuned each month for the lunch date so
you don’t miss out on an afternoon of fun and fellowship.

500 Card Club — will meet this month on Friday,

Epipha ny I_u nCheon December 1st at noon. Everyone is invited and

encouraged to attend - no experience needed!

Our annual Advent Friend reveal will take If you would like to learn to play
place on Sunday, January 7th with a pot luck you are welcome to join in the fun. K ““' F"'
luncheon immediately following the worship It’s a pot luck event 50 bring “
service. EVERYONE is invited to attend and whatever you would like to share. o I

listen to the stories of those who participated

in Advent Friends 2023. -St' .Peter S _Y‘?Uth
e invite you join them for

Christmas Dinner &
Caroling on Friday,
December 22nd 5:30 PM.
*Meet in Luther Hall to kick off the night!

Bible Study — We gather on Thursday nights at 7pm
via Zoom. We dig into the upcoming Sunday’s
lessons with humor and levity and no question is

ever too silly or too serious. Hope you’ll join in!
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88634175171?
pwd=Q0xmanZSOXNwdFBQZ3J1SDhwSVkOUT09

Our anniversary committee has worked hard to offer this beautiful
Wendell August Forge, St. Peter’s Christmas Ornament! (Picture right)

They have arrived and are now available for you to purchase as many

as you’d like at the cost of $20 in celebration of the 175th Anniversary

of St. Peter’s. Each ornament has a 3.5” diameter and comes with a red
ribbon for displaying it and a color picture of our Shepherd window.

Please talk to Marsha Reedy to place your order.



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88634175171?pwd=Q0xmanZSOXNwdFBQZ3J1SDhwSVk0UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88634175171?pwd=Q0xmanZSOXNwdFBQZ3J1SDhwSVk0UT09

Christmas Angel

7¢HerMAs
IS NOT SO MUCH
ABOUT OPENING

V3" PRESENTS,

AS OPENING OUR

HEARTS

About Glade Run’s
Christmas Angel Program

Each year, Glade Run Lutheran Services (Glade
Run) provides life-changing services to over 5,000
Individuals throughout Western PA. With program
sites in Zelienople, Butler, Beaver Falls, City of
Pittsburgh and Utica, children, adults and families
being served by Glade Run often have other
challenges in addition to mental and behavioral
health issues and autism. At our schools, most of
our students qualify for free and reduced lunch
programs due to extreme low income, and many
participants in our programs are struggling with
issues related to poverty as well.

During this special time of year, Glade Run is
grateful for our friends who help us secure the basic
necessities and tools that make a difference in the
lives of those in our care. This holiday season, your
gift will support the children and families we serve
who would otherwise do without. More than just a
present under the tree, donated items received
through our annual drive provide joy, relief and
comfort all throughout the year — well beyond
Christmastime.

Please consider participation in this opportunity

to gift those less fortunate with the tools and
necessities they need, but cannot afford. As always,
we are grateful and blessed that you choose to
support individuals who can most benefit from your
generosity.

Donatlon Guidelines
Gift cards should be placed in an envelope with
Glade Run's tag attached. Please write the amount
on the tag or on the card itself.

e Donated iterns should be unwrapped. Attach Glade
Run’s tag to your donation so it is visible. Tissue
paper and gift bags are not needad.

e Please fill out ALL information on the tag so we can
thank you property.

e [fyou prefer to make a menetary donation in lieu of
purchasing an item or gift card, please send your
check {(made payable to Glade Run Foundation) to
Glade Run Foundation and include “Christmas” on
the memo line.

e Donations may also be made securely via our
website at www.gladerun.org using the “Donate
Now" button at the top of the page. Remember to
IIQ; agt JSIDJEENJIIDE CEIEE- j

Schedule Your Drop-Off

Please call Glade Run Foundation at 724-452-4453,
ext. 1277 to schedule your drop-off day and
approximate time. This ensures that staff are avallable
to help you.

Dates &Times
Dec. 5 - 8 Tuesday through Friday, 9am - 4:30pm
Dec. 9, Saturday, 9-11am

Location
Glade Run Lutheran Services - Chapel
GPS - 425 W. Beaver St., Zelienople, PA 16063

Directions: Use the campus entrance off Rt. 68 and
across the street from St. Gregory’s Church. Take first left
into Parking Lot A. Look for Chapel sign on your right.
{Please note: this is the same location as last year.)

St. Peter’s family and friends are invited to
participate in the annual Christmas program. In
addition to the online ways of giving, Helen Barto,
our representative, will obtain a limited amount of
gift tags and have them available at the church for
pick up if you prefer to get gifts in that way. Gifts
can be returned back here at the church unless you
would prefer to use one of the ways listed above.




Financial Facts

October 2023 Contributions:
Fund Description Amount L l | | | E R A N

212 Food Cupboard 220.00

213 Synod Benevalence 1,f93.75 9
218 Lutheran Service Society 112.50 S E R \/ | C E S O C | E TY
242 EDCO Park 10.00
280 Window Covenngs 4 32336
200 Pastor's Disc. Fund 4 250 00
400 Current Fund Income 17 B34 BB
401 Music Fund Income 124.00 Our MOﬂth'V Benevolent Cause
405 Flower Income 481.00 for December
407 Prionty Project Incame 100,00
408 Aller Scheol Program Income 302500 .
410 Camgership Income 10,00 Our Monthly Benevolent Cause will
412 Manna Night 20.00 support Bethesda Lutheran Services.
43 Applelest 249500 . .
wP If you would like to support this cause,
Grand Total 32,579.49 please mark the Other line
on your contribution envelope.
2023 Contributions to Date

212 Food Cupboard 1,844 86
213 Bynod Banevolance 13,554.00 H . _
214 ELGA World Hunger Appeal 40000 A Financial Update — To keep everyone
215 ELGA Lutheran World Relief 20.00 informed about our current financial
217 ELCA Lutherlyn Prospect 16500
210 Lutheran Service Society 112.50 situation, the reconciled treasurers report
222 Passavant Retire, Felie 45 (0
778 Seminary B0 00 of our current fund as of the end of
234 Sheri Ifft - Missionary 175.00 X
240 Evans City Library 14750 October 2023 is as follows:
241 Evans City Fire Department 130,00
242 EDCO Park A35.00
244 ALS of Western PA 2.474.00 Current Fund 513,045.26
245 Batten Dissase 200 00 .
280 Window Coverings 21,588.80 Memorial Fund $5314.74
299 Pastor's Lisc. Fund 8. 105.00
400 Current Fund Inconme 140,823.23
AN Music Fund Income A53 00 Youth Fund $8'935'17
402 Memaorial Fund Income 525.00
405 Flower Income 2,875.00 Manna Fund $4,484.75
405 Youth Fund Income 2,307 30
AQF Prionly Project Incoms 15,349.00 Priority Project Fund $3 148.19
AUH Atter Schoal Program Income 17,478.00 ’ ’
410 Campershp Income 4 194 47
412 Manna Night 1,430.70 After School Program $12,289.57
413 Applefest 6,258.00
414 Heating System Income 195.00 : ;
440 Softball Team Incomes GO0 00 Many thanks to thOSG WhO continue to give

to these funds which give us the ability to

Grand Total 242,755.11 ]
serve Christ and others.




Thoughts & Prayers

Cole Barkley

John, Summer, Timothy Barron & Family
Amanda Barron

Helen Barto

Herb Brittner

Steve Brittner

Dave Brockhoff (open heart surgery —
from: Robin VanDyke)

Tom Broeren

Jane Brown

Kay Burr

Cindy Caldwell (breast cancer)

Jane Carruth (colon cancer - B.Barkley)
Luke Clawson

Jimmy Dapper

David English (lung cancer)

Diane Fair

Bob & Joan Ferringer

Mary, Glenn, and David Fulghum

0 Asz
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Lori Goodwin
Joan Gumpp
Bill Head
Casey Hogan
Ella Jason
Greg John
Carol Kerr

Val Kurth (breast cancer)

Todd Manuel (blood cancer)

Diane Marburger

Mia Maust

Diamond McCracken

Matt & Kim Morris

Shari Olson

Erin Price

Bill Puryear (cancer)

Barb Rader

Lori Rasp

Carol Smith (cancer)

Judy Smith (breathing issues —

from: Teresa O’Malley)

Tammy Dauben Speck (breast cancer)

Carrie Sphar (cancer — from: Cheryl Thomas)
Jane Taylor

Cathy VanDyke (Robin Van Dyke’s Sister-In-Law)
Liam Wahl (infant in need of heart transplant)
Glenn Walker

Mary Watson

Bob Wearing

Garrie Wearing

John & Kay Yuengert (submitted by Karen Ferrari)
Nancy & Butch Zattiero

PRAYERS FOR OUR HOMEBOUND

Please contact the church office as soon as possible
to request additions or changes.

Carol Green Ruth Rasp

Norma Iman Ginni Rinkus

Lucille Wingard

INTERCESSIONS FOR CONSOLATION IN GRIEF

Members and friends who have entered the
Church Triumphant in the previous 3 months:

The family of John Reinhart

The family of Mary Belle McMillen
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St Peter’s Lutheran Church Council Minutes

November 14, 2023

Present: Michael Bettencourt, Marlene Domhoff, Dan Erin, Patti Flach, Pastor Johns,
Ted Lindgren III, Dbbie Merrison, Adam Price, Rita Reifenstein, Robin VanDyke

Absent: Rob Burr, Casey Guerriero, Jane Taylor
Reception of Visitors: Deb Roberts, Executive Director of Lutherlyn

Vice-President Robin VanDyke called the meeting to order at 7:12 PM, and Pastor shared a
reading and led us in sharing joys and prayers connecting happiness, joy and Thanksgiving.

Lutherlyn Fundraiser discussion was the first order of business. Information was shared by

Deb Roberts, especially about the Capital Campaign which intends to upgrade the existing
structures. A video highlighting key aspects of the Camp was shown. For a church partner-
ship with Lutherlyn, they're asking for a point person from the congregation to lead the cam-
paign. A one-time gift or a 3-5 year pledge would be welcome from individuals/families, but
this would not come from the church budget. All materials are provided by Lutherlyn with
weekly topics and prepared Temple Talks. Ted motioned to approve the fund drive and it
was seconded by Debbie with the thought to begin after the New Year, with Ted Lindgren II
as volunteer coordinator. A vote was taken and the motion carried.

Minutes: Minutes from the October 17th meeting were read. = Ted motioned to accept the
minutes and it was seconded by Patti. Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report and Financial Secretary’s Report: Written reports were submitted and
approved. Ted motioned to accept and Robin seconded it.

Pastor’s Report: A written report was submitted and discussed. It was another busy month;
Pastor’s role as the Acting Interim Pastor for St. Paul and Zion is once again ongoing. Some
materials from Good Shepherd were shared, including their hand chimes, gold plated plates,
kitchen items and a lectern. Many community service events were held in October.

Fellowship: No written report was submitted. $6,078 was raised during the AppleFest; the
turkey raised $3192.00. 263 people were served. The spaghetti dinner also raised a similar
amount as the turkey dinner. A meeting will be held in January. A suggestion was made to
have a corn beef and cabbage dinner for St. Patrick’s Day. A Fish Fry will most likely be
held, possibly in the beginning of March.

Financial: A written report was submitted. The committee suggests that the Advent offering
this year be designated for the Evans City Fire Department. Also funds received from Good
Shepherd were suggested to be designated for the Endowment Fund. Recommendations for
Christmas bonuses were listed. Also the 2024 Benevolent causes were listed and approved.
These included the following: January—Meals on Wheels, February—Children’s Ministry
International (Sherri Ifft), March—Camp Lutherlyn, April—EDCO Park, May—United Lu-
theran Seminary, June—Evans City Fire Department, July—Evans City Library, August—
Lutheran Campus Ministries, September—Passavant Retirement (Zelienople).



St Peter’s Lutheran Church Council Meeting (continued)

October—Lutheran Service Society, November—Glade Run Lutheran Services, and December—
Bethesda Lutheran Services.

Each suggestion was voted on and approved. Budget was presented and approved at the
Congregational Meeting.

Learning Ministry/Youth: No written report was submitted, but the Christmas program is
being planned for December 17th at 6:30.

Memorial: No report submitted
Mutual Ministry: No report submitted.

Property: A written report was submitted. Work on the window coverings continue; there are
a few others to be completed. Fire extinguishers have been checked. Konvolinka Painting has
submitted a bid for painting the nave. There most likely will be additional bids for this project.

Worship and Music: A written report was submitted. Hanging of the Greens will take place
during several weeks. November 26t is Christ the King Sunday. A cantata is once again planned
for Passavant on December 9th and December 17th during service. A Christmas Hymn Sing will
occur on December 10th at 6:30.

Anniversary: A written report was submitted. Sale of the ornaments possibly will be sold at the
November 25th Small Business Saturday at the Library. Research is continuing on the historical
aspects of the church. A CD will hopefully be generated from the Hymn Sing.

Unfinished Business:

Outreach Committee: A Blood Drive in honor and memory of Elisa Walker was held. Vitalent
(Central Blood Bank) organized this successful event on Monday, October 30th from 2:00-7:00 PM.
Refugee Resettlement Project: The E.C. Ministerium, including the Baptist Church have not

made progress on this topic.
Church Constitution work has not yet begun.

Nominating Committee met to determine a list of names for the next Council. Michael, Debbie,
Patti and Robin will be going off Council. Patti and Robin are eligible for another term; Robin de-
clined. The slate of nominees for the Congregational Meeting include Linda Schmidt, Staci Bet-
tencourt, Corey Walker and Patti Flach.

New Business:

The next meeting is scheduled for December 12, 2023, at 6:30 PM. at the parsonage. All new
members of the Council are invited to attend.

Adjournment with Prayer: The meeting was adjourned at 9:02 PM.
Respectfully Submitted,
Patti Flach
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Worship News and Volunteers
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Date 12/03/2023 12/10/2023 12/17/2023 12/24/2023* 12/31/2023
Acolytes Alyssa Mossor Luke Zoelle Elsa Plank Myka Plank Leah Plank
Altar($F4Ig;M ers Eilene Budisky The Guerrieros Karen Ferrari The Critchlows Talea Merrison
Altar Guild Becky Rengers Becky Rengers Becky Rengers Becky Rengers Becky Rengers
Asst. Minister Glenn Fulghum Teresa O'Malley Robin Van Dyke Troy Barkley Ted Lindgren
Bell Ringer Troy Barkley Corey Walker Joe Ludwik Adam Price Wes Schmidt
C;)nr_nr_nunlon Teresa O'Malley Ted Lindgren I Ted Lindgren Il Debbie Merrison Robin Van Dyke
inisters
Eterr|(§$I1(52)andle Barb Graham Barb Graham Barb Graham Barb Graham Barb Graham
Becky Rengers Wes & Linda ] Tom & Cindy Pat Capella
RS & Jan Hogan Schmidt Dt & Jor (24 Ayers & Dean Zinkhann
Lector Marsha Reedy Adam Price Robin Plank Becky Rengers Jane Taylor
Nursery Staci Bettencourt Beverly Barkley Marge Lindgren Melissa Bonicky Emily Taylor
Offering Colleen Prenovitz | Colleen Prenovitz | Colleen Prenovitz | Colleen Prenovitz | Colleen Prenovitz
Counters & Cindy Ayers & Cindy Ayers & Cindy Ayers & Cindy Ayers & Cindy Ayers
Tech Support Adam Price Heidi Beahm Adam Price Heidi Beahm Adam Price
Ushers Heidi Beahm & Troy Barkley & Dan & Casey Adam Price Cindy & Tom
Joe Ludwik Dan Erin Guerriero & Rob Burr Ayers

Ways yo

ucan

Y A

Anyone, third grade and
older interesting in learning how
to acolyte or teens and adults
] interested in becoming lectors,
assisting ministers,
ushers, or bell ringers,
please see Pastor and
we’'ll schedule a training when it
works for those interested.

[fet-Your
Light Shine

* CHRISTMAS EVE VOLUNTEERS

Ushers

& Dean Zinkhann

Time 7:00 PM 10:00 PM
Penelope Erin & .
Alcolyte Gianna Bonicky Lily Johns
Altar Flowers | - 10 Critchlows | The Critchlows
($40)
Altar Guild Becky Rengers Becky Rengers
Asst. Minister Glenn Fulghum Karen Ferrari
Bell Ringer Davin Beahm Troy Barkley
Eternal Candle Barb Graham Barb Graham
($15)
Jim & Debbie :
Greeters Merrison Adam Price
Lector Cheryl Thomas Ted Lindgren Il
Nursery N/A N/A
. Colleen Prenovitz | Colleen Prenovitz
Offering Counters & Cindy Ayers & Cindy Ayers
Tech Support Heidi Beahm Adam Price
Brian Johns Volunteer

Advent Devotionals -

are available for all ages on
the table outside the nave.




Season of Light

Christmas Luminaries at St. Peter’s - Once again St. Peter’s will light your
way on Christmas Eve with our annual luminaries. If you would like to sponsor

a luminary please fill out a sponsor form, or you can email or call the church
with your request. Donations of $5 will be accepted and proceeds will go
toward research to combat Batten Disease and support of families affected by
it in honor and support of Ella and the whole Jason family.

Christmas Luminary Order Form

Your Name:
(as you would like it to appear in the bulletin)

If you wish to place a Christmas Eve luminary
either In Memory of , In Honor of ,
or To the Glory of God , the cost is $5.00.
Orders must be made on or before Sunday, December 17th

| wish to give In Memory of the following :
1
2
3

| wish to flowers In Honor of the following :
1
2
3

| wish to give To The Glory of God :
1
2
3

Total # Luminaries Sponsored = ($5.00 each)

Make check payable to St. Peter's Lutheran church and
mark the other line on your donation envelope.

Poinsettia order
forms are
available in the
bulletin and also
can be ordered by
calling the church
office. Please
place your orders
by December 10th.
Varieties available
are red, white,
pink, and marble.
Poinsettias are $9
each. Thank you
for helping to
make the worship
space even more
beautiful as we
celebrate the
intersection of
heaven and earth
at Jesus’ birth.
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13
Sam - Sunday School
40:1 Bam - Worship

11:30am - Advent

10

Sam - Sunday School
10:15am - Waorship
11:30am - Fallowship
11:45ami - Pack Up
12pm - Bell Choir

17
Sam - Sunday School
1001 5am - Worship
11:30am - Camper
12pm - Bell Choir
6:30pm - Christrmas

24
Sam - Sunday School

.ZT 4

—

Apm - After School
Tpm - Boy/Cub Scouts

BIR
4pm - After School
B:55pm - Anniversary
Tpm - Boy/Cub Scouts

[18
4pm - After School
Tpm - Boy/Cub Scouts
Tprm - Sowars

(2]
|.Iuw|.l= Chrisimas! |

40:15am - Worship

11:30am - Fallowship

4Zpm - Bell Choir

Tpm - Christmas Eve

10pem - Christras Eve
a1

101 5am - Worship

11:30am - Fellowship

Make plans
birth of the

December Calendar

=t

9am - Pr. Cluster -
dpm - Aftar School
6:30pm - WELCA
Tppm - Property Mtg.

[12Z
dpm - Afer School
T - Council Moeting

8|

4pm - After School

' christmas

eve

You're Invited

We offer two candlelight communion services
here at St. Peter’s on Christmas Eve. One
will be held at 7 pm, which we call our family
service because it has our Christmas Eve
Children’s Message and is slightly briefer for
younger attention spans. At 10 pm is our
traditional, full liturgy Christmas Eve Service.

to join us as we celebrate the
Babe of Bethlehem.

Wed

—5—

Sam - E.C. Ministerium
4pm - Aftor School
5:30pm - Manna Night
Tpm - Chir Practics
Bpm - Cantata Practice

13 |

12pm - Lunch Bunch
dpm . After School
5:30pm - Manna Night
Tpm - Choir Practica
Bpm - Cantata Practice

0 |

dpm - After School
Tpm - Cheir Practice

27 |

Tpm - Choir Practice

TT
Sam - Quilters Group
1 prm - Mary Circlo
4pm - After School

Tpm - Bikde Study

14
Sam - Cuillers Group
4pem - After School
7pm - Bible Study

3l
Sam - Quilters Group
4pm - After School
7pm - Biblo Study

28
Sam - Quilters Group

Fri
12pm - 500 Club &
dpm - After School

(&

-
apm - Afer School Zpim - Choir Cantata at

Epm - 8PY Christmas

e
dpm - Afer School Bam - Christmas

E:30pm - Game Night

Apm - After School
5:30pm - Christmas

WELCA Quarterly General Meeting-

All are welcome!

Tuesday, December 5th at 6:30pm. We will have
a Tureen Dinner followed by time for devotion,
reports, planning for future events and fellowship.

2024 Sign up for sponsoring the altar
flowers, eternal candle, and the
monthly newsletter can be found at
the table outside of the nave or by
calling or emailing the church office.

Altar
Plowgrs

4,
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St. Peter’s Lutheran
Church

202 Van Buren St.
Evans City, PA
16033

Call us: 724-538-5810
E-mail us

stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net

God’s Son
/-

Never Fails

Website: http://
www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org

>

Our Staff:
Pastor Brandon Johns

Kimberly Peaco,
Secretary

Marlene Domhoff,
Organist / Music Director

Joe Ludwik, Sexton

Heidi Beahm,
After School Director
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The Sunday Bulletin Deadline is
Wednesdays at 10am

Monthly Newsletter Deadline is the

3" Sunday of each month

Beginning September 10th
Sunday School =9am

Weekly Worship Service = Sundays at 10:15am

Check Our Weekly Calendar of other events.
Office Hours for Secretary:

Monday thru Friday 9am—noon

NOTE OF CORRECTION:

The November newsletter was in memory of
Eileen Spithaler sponsored by Kim and Jim Sharrar.

DECEMBER

This newsletter is sponsored by Luann and Perry Brosius
in honor of Lucille Wingard, family, and friends.




