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 “Proclaim the greatness of the Lord and worship upon God’s holy hill; 

  for the Lord our God is the Holy One.”  ~Psalm 99:9 

With all this snow on the ground and the temperatures often below zero 

lately, it seems hard to believe that just a few weeks ago, I was taking 

morning jogs on a beach in Florida.  Of course, St. Augustine had cooler  

than usual weather when we were there over Christmas break, and I ran a couple of 

mornings with socks over my hands, because I didn’t think to pack gloves and my hands hurt 

without them.  Still, it never got below the thirties at its lowest, which would be a heat wave 

here at this point. 

One of the unforeseen wonders of going to the beach in winter was that the sunrise 

coincided with my regular wake up and run time.  At Ocean City in the summer, the sun has 

already long since risen at the equivalent time, and the longer amount of daylight is great of 

course.  However, getting to see the sun rise over the ocean every morning without having 

to wake up extra early was a definite bonus.  Even though I saw it every morning of the four 

full days we were there, it never stopped being awe-inspiring. 

Sometimes praise is like that.  The time and the circumstance come together powerfully and 

conveniently to recognize the work of God and lift up our praise.  It’s like stepping out onto 

the beach at seven a.m. with oranges and pinks dancing in the sky and across the sparkling 

waters and saying, “Wow, God, you are truly awesome.  Thank you for this day, this moment, 

and this life.”  A baby is born.  Prayers are answered.  A hand is extended and received.  

Praise. Praise.  Praise.  These are the gimmes, the layups, the times when praising God 

should come easy to us.  Don’t let the wonder, nor the opportunities, pass you by, though, 

just because they’re easy and obvious.  A smile is shared.  Recovery is made.  Forgiveness is 

extended.  Praise. Praise. Praise.  These convenient sunrises help us to train for the days 

when they are harder to find. 

I had a couple of days this week where I wasn’t feeling my best, and as you know, 

temperatures are bitterly cold and the snow just won’t quit.  Yet, I am reminded that the sun 

still rose today, even if it I didn’t get to see it over the ocean.  The snow, although not sand 

nor sea, still sparkles with a beauty all its own.  People have been calling, texting, and 

posting on Facebook to check on me and wish me a happy birthday.  Praise.  Praise.  Praise.  

It’s hard to praise sometimes.  Then there are stretches of life when it feels hard all the time.  

Nonetheless, God remains every bit as worthy of our praise. 

 

From the Pastor 
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Congregational Meeting – Please plan to stay after worship on 
February 1st for lunch, which will be provided, and our annual 
Bulletin of Reports meeting.  In addition to having the 
opportunity to share table fellowship together and celebrate 
our ministry accomplishments from last year, we also have a 
couple of business items on the agenda.  We will be voting on a 
proposal for the basement bathrooms and voting on whether to 
move forward with other improvement projects (possibly 
paving the upper parking lot) should the grant money we 
applied for those projects come through for us. Please plan to 
stay for this important part of our life together! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The fight through the hard times to find our praise of 

God again is the theme of the popular Christian Country 

song “Hard Fought Hallelujah” by Brandon Lake and 

featuring Jelly Roll.  Kate and I have a running gag which 

is that song is my song, because I’m actually the person 

singing the “hallelujahs” in it.  I don’t remember how 

that joke got started, but you could ask Kate because she 

probably does.  Anyhow, the point is that even when we 

feel down, gutted even, we have reason to praise God 

and should, because the hope we have in God is bigger 

than any darkness that we face.  Should your whole 

world be covered in clouds, don’t forget, the sun has still 

risen behind them (and the Son has still risen for us all). 

Now, in the coming weeks, as we step into the season of Lent.  We will put away our hallelujah.  Does that 

mean we cease to praise our God?  Certainly not. We praise God through our Confession and Repentance, 

acknowledgement of our sin and shortcomings and need for grace.  We praise God through our acts of 

love, kindness, and charity.  We praise God through humble service and worship.  Though the highest 

soaring notes of our praise will be muted for a season, still the dark gives way to dawn, and our song unto 

everlasting carries on.  Praise. Praise. Praise. 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor’s Page Continued 

St. Peter’s friends and family welcomed John Robert Merrison       

as our newest brother in Christ on Sunday, January 4th.  

Congratulations to proud parents Rose & Christopher and big 

sister, Lucy, on the birth and baptism of John.  
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The wait was over on January 4th, just a few days before Epiphany, as Pastor Johns carried out  

the “Great Reveal” of our Advent Friends pairings for 2025.  Most of our participants proved to be very 

stealthy in their gift giving, as very few people had any strong evidence to guide their guessing.  Thanks to all 

who participated and all who stayed to join in a meal and time together sharing stories of detective work 

and surprise experienced during our season of waiting. 
 

 

 

 

Fellowship 

In preparation for our community MLK Day of Service, 

some of our young people got together to go shopping 

for bingo prizes to give to the residents at Kadima 

Nursing Home.  After that task, it was obviously 

necessary to stop and get ice cream!   
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On Monday, January 19, members from our congregation joined those from St. John’s and Westminster in 

Evans City to take part in MLK Service Day.  Activities included leading bingo at Kadima Nursing Home, a sing-

a-long at Kadima Nursing Home, making thank you goodies for staff at the Kadima Nursing Home, preparing 

and serving lunch at Presidents Square, and leading bingo and a sing-a-long at Penn Mar Sr. Apartments.  

Thank you to Thrivent for providing the seed money to purchase the bingo prizes that our group was able to 

hand out to the happy participants at Kadima Nursing Home. 

 

Service 
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Many thanks to everyone who helped in any way to make the 2026 WELCA soup sale a huge success!  
 322 quarts of soup and 70 loaves of bread were made and sold. 

It took many dedicated volunteers to pull off this fundraiser and the homemade soup and bread were delicious!   
Please recycle your jars by returning them to the church so they can be used for next year’s sale. 

 

The proceeds from the sale will be support Reagan’s Journey and St. Peter’s Priority Projects. 
 

A special thank you to Thrivent Financial for their support by giving seed money for this fundraiser. 

Service  (continued) 
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Join your church family and friends for the monthly lunch outing 

Wednesday, February 11 at 12 pm. This month’s  

restaurant is The Turn Club, 1298 Freedom Road.  Anyone is 

welcome to attend, please let Pastor Johns know how many will 

be joining from your party so he can pass the information along to 

RSVP.  Stay tuned each month for the lunch date so you don’t miss 

out on an afternoon of fun and fellowship.   

 

500 Card Club – will meet this month on 

Friday, February 6th at noon.  Everyone is 

invited and encouraged to attend –  

no experience needed!  

If you would like to learn to play you are  

welcome to join in  the fun.  It’s a potluck 

event so bring whatever you would          

like to share. 

Food Drive – Thank you to everyone who donated     
peanut butter and jelly in January. 

In February, we will focus on collecting cereal  
for the Food Cupboard. 

Upcoming Events and Announcements 

         

Many thanks to those who participated in our 

sixth season of                                                               

St. Peter’s Charity Fantasy Football League.   

Congratulations goes to: Zach Rengers  

for the 2nd year in a row with  

proceeds benefiting ALS research 

- 2nd place overall was Brian Johns  

  

  

  

Helen’s Helpers & Nancy’s Needlers meet once a 
month to work on sewing service projects.      
They are currently working on adult clothing 
protectors and will switch to school kit bags in a 
few months.  These sewers will be happy to have 
you join them.  No experience necessary.  There 
are tasks that can be done by all skill levels.  This 
month they will meet on Monday, February 9th.  
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   2  Amy Hogle            21  Ted Lindgren II 

   4  Mark Acre             22  Yumalai Contreras 

   4  Nathan Anthony             25  Charles W. Harbaugh 

   4  Julia Lingenfelter            26  Teresa O’Malley 

 14  Lloyd Green                     26  McKenzie Lindgren 

 21  Paisley Green            27  Emily Bettencourt 

  

  

   Sundays in February 

     9:00 am   Sunday School 

   10:15 am   Worship 

   11:30 am   Fellowship 
  

  Wednesdays in February 

  10:00 am       Community Quilters 

    5:30 pm   Manna Night          

    7:00 pm   Senior Choir Practice 
      

  Thursdays in February 

    9:00 am   Quilting 

    7:00 pm   Bible Study 
  
  

   February 22   

    6:30 pm Game Night   

Birthdays and More Events 

 

Registration for Summer Camp 

at Lutherlyn opens February 1st. 
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Come for the annual pancake and sausage dinner 
 on February 17th beginning at 5:30 pm. The talent show 

will follow. Best jokes can come from folks of all ages 
and help keep us entertained during transition times. 
Just remember to keep them G rated for younger ears 

and in respecting our church family as a whole.   
We will close with the Burning of the Palms Service.     

    Please sign up to perform during our “talent” show 
 so we know how to plan the evening and have any            

staging or props ready.   
If you would like to help make dinner for Shrove       

Tuesday, please see Pastor or Bev Critchlow.   

 

Looking Ahead… Lent / Holy Week/ Easter   

Feb 18  Ash Wednesday 

Feb 26  Meager Meal 6 pm  

  Service 7 pm  

March 5  Meager Meal 6 pm  

  Service 7 pm  

March 12  Meager Meal 6 pm  

  Service 7 pm  

March 19 Meager Meal 6 pm  

  Service 7 pm  

March 26 Meager Meal 6 pm  

  Service 7 pm  

March 29 Palm Sunday  

April 1  Silent Communion Service  

  at 6:30 pm  

April 2  Seder Meal 6:30 pm  

April 3  Good Friday  

  Community Crosswalk—noon                        
  (beginning at Ritzert Hall and           

 ending at St. Peter’s) 

  St. Peter’s Worship Service 7 pm  

April 3-5   Keeping the Word Alive vigil 

April 5   Sunrise Service 7 am                                          

  Easter Breakfast 8 am                                                  

  Sunday School & Egg Hunt 9 am                 

              Festal Worship 10:15 am  

  

  

Meager Meals                                                                           
During Lent – February 26th  thru March 26th.  

On Thursday evenings at 6pm, we will gather before 
worship to eat soup and bread together. If you would 

like to provide either for a night or multiple nights,  
                        there is a sign-up in Luther Hall.  
                       Plan to stay for the 7pm weekly  

                      Lenten Worship Service. 

Fasting for Change – Please consider this Lent not just 

the discipline of giving something up, but also giving 

something toward, what we call Fasting for Change.  As 

part of your Lenten journey, you are invited to donate 

the money you would have spent on what you have   

given up (eating out, sweets or your morning latte) to         

Lutheran Service Society with a focus on their foster 

care program for children. Coin boxes will be on tables 

in Luther Hall or you are welcome to mark the “Other” 

line on your contribution envelope LSS.  You may choose 

to donate weekly, or give the sum of your savings at the 

end of Lent.  This is a great individual or family project 

to take on this Lenten season.  Our offerings made 

during Meager Meals and in the Lent Special Offering 

envelopes will go to Priority Projects as we raise funds 

to pay for our downstairs bathroom renovations. 

Leading Up To & Lent 
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A special thank you to WELCA, the 

Wednesday Community Sewing Group, 

and the St. Peter's Quilters for donating 

the necessary funds to put new 

electrical outlets in Luther Hall.  The 

entire project expense was covered,   

and the new outlets have already                 

been put to good use! 

Our 1-3 grade Sunday School Class donated a 

piglet and chicks this year. 

Thank you for your generous gift of $40 to 

ministries of the ELCA through ELCA Good Gifts.  

Your Good Gift is a very good gift indeed!  

Through resources such as these you equip 

God’s people – around the world and around 

the corner – with what they need to live 

abundant lives. 

Thank You 

 

 

 

 

Dear St. Peter’s, 

Thank you for your generous 

donation to the library.  Your 

support helps us to continue  

serving our community. 

With Thanks, 

Your Evans City Library 

Thanks to all the angels at St. Peter’s for 

your support this holiday season.      

We’re grateful! 

The children, families and staff of       

Glade Run Lutheran Services 

As the snow came down in generous amounts to welcome 

the new year and as January comes to an end, thank you 

to all who came out and brought your plow, shovel or 

snow blower skills and helped keep our church accessible.   
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December 2025 Contributions:  2025 Contributions to Date 

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause  

for February 

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause  

will support Sherri Ifft.  

If you would like to support this cause, please mark 

the “Other” line on your offering envelope.  

on your contribution envelope. 

A Financial Update – To keep everyone          

informed about our current financial            

situation, the reconciled treasurers report   

of our current fund as of the end of            

December 2025 is as  follows: 

Current Fund $3,690.43 

Memorial Fund $13,761.79 

Youth Fund $9,356.98 

Manna Fund $6,734.12 

Priority Project Fund $15,564.23 

After School Program $7,529.66 

Many thanks to those who continue to  

give to these funds which give us the  

ability to serve Christ and others. 

Financial Facts 

Venmo - Alternative Electronic Giving Method 

In addition to our regular forms of giving, including our 

online option through Tithely, we now have the option of 

receiving monetary gifts and offerings through Venmo.  If 

you choose to use Venmo, please note how you would like 

the funds to be designated, like for Current Fund or Apple 

Butter.  If not, Venmo funds will be treated like undesignated 

cash offerings, which for now,  

means 90% goes to the Current Fund  

and 10% to Synod Benevolence.   

The QR Code will now also be a regular  

part of our bulletins for those who prefer  

to give in this way.  
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PRAYERS FOR OUR HOMEBOUND 
Please contact the church office as soon as possible  

to request additions or changes. 

    Gini Rinkus             

    Nancy Zattiero 

 

     

   

   Cole Barkley 

John, Summer, Timothy Barron & Family 

Peter Barry 

Ricky Benson 

Tom Broeren 

Eilene Budisky 

Kay Burr 

Lisa Burr 

Reid Caldwell (ALS) 

Jane Carruth (Colon Cancer - B.Barkley) 

Luke Clawson  

David English (Lung Cancer) 

Diane Fair 

Mary, Glenn, and David Fulghum 

Lori Goodwin 

Joan Gumpp 

Patti Grubbs 

Richard Hutchins (Cancer) 

Stephanie Hogan 

Ella Jason  

Greg John  

Val Kurth (Breast Cancer) 

  

    

   Todd Manuel (Blood Cancer) 

Diane Marburger 

Joe Marburger 

Patty Marburger 

Jane Mashuda 

Diamond McCracken 

Berty McMillen 

Carmen and Sandra Morra 

Cole Moretti (Cancer) 

Matt Morris  

Mark Phillips 

Emma Plank 

Jason Plank 

Erin Price 

Bill Puryear (Cancer) 

Lori Rasp 

Rick Reifenstein 

Dominick Scarpino 

Pastor Tony Schneck 

Kay Marburger Terry 

Julie W 

Garrie Wearing 

Roland Wise  

Pat Wolfe  

Audray Muscatello Yost   

    

INTERCESSIONS FOR CONSOLATION IN GRIEF 

Members and friends who have entered the  

Church Triumphant in the previous 3 months: 
 

The families of: 

 Troy Barkley, Bea King, 

Joan Harbaugh, & Cody Detwiler 

Thoughts and Prayers 
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January 13, 2026 

Present: Staci Bettencourt, Pat Capella, Bev Critchlow, Casey Guerriero, Janice Hogan, Pastor Johns, Ted 

Lindgren II, Linda Schmidt, Robin VanDyke, Corey Walker and Marge Wearing  

Absent: Patti Flach and Robin Plank  

Pastor Johns called the meeting to order at 7:15 PM.  

Pastor had devotions regarding how to "praise the Lord" from the book Crazy Tales by Rolf A Jacobson. Our 

theme this year is Praise.  

Minutes: Corey motioned, Janice seconded to approve the minutes from December 2025 meeting. Motion 

carried.  

Election of Officers: Ted Lindgren II was nominated by Bev, second by Corey to be president. Motion carried. 

Corey nominated, seconded by Janice to have Robin VanDyke as Vice President, Patti Flach as Secretary and 

Colleen Prenovitz as Financial Secretary & Heidi Beahm as Treasurer. Motion carried.  

Pastor's Report: Written report submitted. Pastor had 3 funerals for Troy Barkley, Bea King & Joan Harbaugh. 

Pastor wrote the Christmas Program -The Song of Salvation and it was done on Dec. 21 and enjoyed by 

everyone. He continues to visit members in the hospital or at home. Continues to lead Bible study on Thursday 

evenings. Discussion on if we were planning to do another survey regarding Christmas Eve service times and 

not planning to do that at this time.  

Treasurer's Report & Financial Secretary Report: Written reports submitted. We ended the year with a 

positive balance. Staci motioned, seconded by Bev to approve the Treasurer and Financial Secretary report. 

Motion carried. There will be an audit done for the past 3 years, the audit will be done on February 21 by a 

team of volunteers.  

Fellowship: Written report submitted. Bulletin of Reports on Feb 1 will have a luncheon provided by council 

members. Committee recommends, seconded by Corey that the Shrove Tuesday, Feb 17 offering go to 

support the youth mission trip, meager meals from Feb 26 to March 26 go to the Lenten offering, and request 

the fish dinner be held on March 20. Motion carried.  

Learning: No report. Great Christmas Program performed by the youth on Dec 21.  

Memorial: No report. Need to schedule a meeting, suggestion that we put in bulletin, once a month, 

donations received and who they were for.  

Mutual Ministry: No report.  

 

 

 

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church Council Minutes 
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Property: Written report submitted. New outlets installed in Luther Hall. Blower of left boiler was replaced. 

Corey reported about bids received for bathroom renovation. They were waiting for 1 more bid and that 

company decided to not bid. We currently have $15,000 plus in the priority project fund. Committee 

recommends, seconded by Bev to move forward with bid from Olde Hickory Construction for $34,000 and 

have the finance committee determine where to get funds for the remaining balance. Motion carried. 

Committee recommends supporting After School to secure a grant from the synod under Ethel Verney Fund to 

get the upper gravel parking lot paved. They have received a bid from Best Choice Paving. If they grant is not 

received the project will not proceed.  

Worship & Music: No report. Reviewed Christmas & Advent and everyone like and appreciated the services 

and the cantata.  

Unfinished Business: Constitution updates still need to be  

done by Michael Bettencourt and Dan Erin. Church secretary 

discussion held on if we should hire a new secretary? We  

appreciate the job Christine Johns is doing as interim.  

Ted motioned, seconded by Janice to keep Christine as the 

interim secretary through April council meeting. Motion carried. 
 

New Business: Committee Assignments: Finance - Robin P. & Ted;  

Fellowship - Janice, Bev, Pat; Memorial - Ted & Robin V.; 

Learning Ministry-Staci, Casey, Patti & Robin V.;  

Mutual Ministry - Patti, Staci & Casey; Property - Corey, Robin P.;  

Worship & Music - Pat, Linda, & Marge  
 

Corey motioned, seconded by Staci to assign $3000.00 furnishing 

allowance on tax form for tax purposes. Motion carried.  
 

Staci requested use of Luther Hall on Feb. 28, approved.  
 

Fellowship is asking for help with providing the snack after  

worship. Please consider helping if possible.  
 

Worship committee is requesting more people to become  

assisting ministers, if interested please let Pastor or Christine  

know.  
 

Bulletin of Reports the reports need in by next week.  
 

Next meeting is Feb. 10 @ 7PM. Corey motioned, seconded by 

Marge to adjourn Motion Carried. Meeting adjourned at 8:59  

and closed with the Lord's Prayer.  
 

Respectfully Submitted, Robin VanDyke 

2026 Congregation Council 

  Ted Lindgren II  President  

    Finance 

    Memorial  
    

   Robin VanDyke  Vice President 

    Learning 

    Memorial 
  

     Patti Flach   Secretary 

    Learning 

    Mutual Ministry 
    

   Staci Bettencourt  Learning 

    Mutual Ministry 
    

   Linda Schmidt  Worship  
    

   Corey Walker     Property 
 

   Casey Guerriero  Learning 

    Mutual Ministry 
 

   Janice Hogan   Fellowship  
 

   Robin Plank   Property 

    Finance  
   

   Marge Wearing   Worship 
 

   Pat Capella   Worship 

    Fellowship 
    

   Bev Critchlow   Fellowship 

 

   Heidi Beahm      Treasurer 

   Colleen Prenovitz  Financial Secretary 

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church Council Minutes  (continued) 
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Thanks to Jan Hogan, Jenn Erin, Jim Merrison, Danielle Johns, and Kate Johns for recently 

joining the ranks of our worship volunteers!  We are grateful for your service and that of 

everyone else who has and continues to serve to make our worship better.  If you would like to 

be like them and help ensure that our worship is truly “the work of the people” (that’s what 

liturgy means!), then please let Pastor know.   

Training is very simple, with as little or as much  

as you need offered to you as you are able. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date 2/1/2026 2/8/2026 2/15/2026 2/22/2026 

Acolytes Alyssa Mossor  Penelope Erin Jocelyn Thomas Kate Johns 

Altar Flowers ($20/vase) Lindsay Jason  Marlene Domhoff Patti & Charlie Flach Barb Graham 

Altar Guild Pat Capella  Pat Capella Pat Capella Pat Capella 

Asst. Minister Robin VanDyke  Glenn Fulghum Ted Lindgren II Karen Ferrari  

Bell Ringer Jason Plank  Davin Beahm Corey Walker Josh Green 

Eternal Candle ($15)  Jane Taylor Jane Taylor Jane Taylor Jane Taylor 

Greeters 
Denny & Inez    

Schmidt 
Patti Flach &  

Cheryl Thomas 
 Luann Brosius & 

Becky Riddle 
 Walt & Amy 
Grigorovich 

Lector Teresa O’Malley Melissa Bonicky Charlie Flach Robin Plank 

Nursery Cheryl Thomas  Pat Capella Linda Schmidt Beverly Barkley 

Offering Counters 
 Staci Bettencourt & 

Debbie Merrison 
  Staci Bettencourt & 

Debbie Merrison 
Staci Bettencourt & 

Debbie Merrison   
Staci Bettencourt & 

Debbie Merrison   

Tech Support Adam Price  Heidi Beahm Adam Price Heidi Beahm 

Ushers 
Dean Zinkhann &         

Joe Ludwik  
Jenn & Dan Erin  

Heidi Beahm &             
Jim Merrison 

Danielle & Brian 
Johns 

February Volunteers 
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Calendar 

 Come join us at the Pirates 

game, Saturday May 30th.  

Tickets are $39 ($5 loaded 

value), and on a 1st come, 

1st serve basis.  We have 

currently have 4 seats in 

the handicapped section 

with the rest just below 

them in Section 131.  All 

tickets must be reserved by 

April 12.  Please contact 

Pastor or the office if 

you’re interested in going. 

  

 

Looking Ahead: 

March 20 – Fish Dinner 

April 5 – Easter Breakfast 

May 30 – Pirates Outing 

June 7 – Graduation Recognition 

June 14 – Church Picnic 

June 27 – Rege Rengers Memorial 

       Cornhole Tournament 
 

July 19 – Peach Potluck 

August 15 – Corn Roast 
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The Sunday Bulletin Deadline is 

Wednesdays at 10 am 

Monthly Newsletter Deadline is the  

3rd Sunday of each month 

Sunday School at 9 am 

Weekly Worship Service on Sundays at 10:15 am 

Check Our Weekly Calendar of other events.  

Office Hours for Secretary:    

Monday thru Friday 9 am—noon 

F E B R U A R Y   2 0 2 6 
 

This newsletter is sponsored by  

The Jason Family 

 in loving memory of Ruth Rasp, 

 remembering the anniversary of her birth, 

February 20, 1929. 

St. Peter’s Lutheran 

Church   

202 Van Buren St. 

Evans City, PA  

16033 
  

Call us: 724-538-5810 

E-mail us 

stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net 
  

God’s Son  

  

  

 

Never Fails 

Website:  

http://www.stpeterslutheranevansc

ity.org/ 

Our Staff: 
  

Pastor Brandon Johns  
 

Heidi Beahm, 
After School Director 

                
Marlene Domhoff, 

Organist / Music Director 
 

Joe Ludwik, Sexton 
 

Christine Johns,        
Interim Secretary 


