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One of the great joys of teaching is seeing how your students respond to 

your questions after you’ve done your best to impart wisdom and 

knowledge to them.  Of course, that’s also one of the great terrors as 

well.  Waiting for their answers and wondering if I’ve taught them well 

enough feels like I’m the one who is being examined.  When you see a 

collection of some of their answers below, you will see that after an hour 

of anxiously wondering, I was able to be at peace.  Without a doubt, there is still room to 

grow for our Confirmands and also for me as a pastor, teacher, and fellow disciple, but their 

faithful witness encourages me.  Hopefully, if you have wondered about what God has in 

store for the future of His Church, and our part in particular, or if you have anxiety about if 

God is still at work here and now, seeing the Spirit at work in the thoughtful witness of our 

Confirmands will bring you peace. 

In the Bible, Paul writes, “Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have 

peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by 

faith into this grace in which we now stand.  And we boast in the hope of the glory of 

God.” (Romans 5:1-2) What does it mean to have peace with God?  How do we live faithful 

lives in light of God’s peace given to us through grace? 

God gives us peace.  In our sinful world, there is no peace, God is the only source of peace 

there is.  We can read our Bibles, go to church, pray, etc. in order to grow and keep this 

peace between God.  By striving to be more like Christ, we can also continue to keep this 

peace.  We should also give our bodies as living sacrifices to God to use for his will and glory. 

Having peace with God means to have a healthy relationship with God.  It could be through 

prayer or forgiveness of others.  We can live faithful lives by having forgiveness.  We can live 

faithfully by attending church, spreading kindness, and having confession for what we did 

wrong. 

We have peace with God by worshiping him and listening to what he has to say.  We can al-

so have peace by gaining trust.  Grace is being thankful for something, and by being thankful 

we also have peace with God.  We can have peace through our lives of faith with our parents 

and being grateful to them.  We can also pray and grow closer to God. 

(Selected Confirmation questions and answers continued onto page  2) 

From the Pastor:  
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How does your relationship with God change your life? 
• If you have a true relationship with God, then everything you do is affected by it.  We strive to be more 

like God, even though we never will be fully like him.  God is love, so we should strive to love everyone 
around us even though we never will be able to fully love everyone in the way that God does. 

• My relationship with God makes me forgive people. 
 
What does a right relationship with God look like? 
• We need to confess the sins that weigh us down and continually pray, as well as, spending time in 

God’s word. 
• Getting to know God through prayer and forgiveness is important for a right relationship with God. 

• We have a right relationship with God by confessing our sins and listening to him, and by also loving 
the people around us, Jesus, and God. 

 
What does it mean that you will be affirming your baptism? 
• It means that I will remember that day with great joy and publicly say that by God’s grace, I will          

continue to grow as a believer with a church family around me to support my walk with Christ. 

• It will mean that I was baptized into the church and will stay a part of it. 
 
Write a prayer: 
• Heavenly Father, thank you for all that you give me.  Forgive me of all my sins, the ones I can recall and 

the ones I can’t.  Please continue to work in my life as well as the lives of those around me.  In Jesus’ 
name, Amen. 

• Dear God, I would like to thank you for the great day I had today.  I had a lot of fun and I know not  
everyone is able to get to do what I did today.  I’d like to give blessings to all the people who struggle 
with illness but especially my aunt’s new husband.  And I hope he is able to get over his illness and be 
okay.  Amen. 

• Almighty God, you are gracious and eternal.  I confess my sins to you.  Blessed is your Son, Jesus Christ, 
who in all things strengthens me.  Amen. 

 
What are the challenges for us who pray the Lord’s Prayer of praying for God’s will to be done on earth 
as in heaven and for God’s kingdom to come? 
• It’s hard to give God control of situations and things when our human hearts want control of every-

thing around us. 
• Sin and evil keep us away from God and from doing God’s will, which is why we need confession. 
 
What is something you believe and how does it impact your actions? 
• I believe in God and that He has given us the Bible, and what it says.  Genesis tells us that God created 

the world so that affects my worldview when looking at creation.  I believe that God forgives those 
who repent and that his grace covers our sin.  I also believe that God is just and that we will be judged 
one day if we don’t repent. 

• I believe that kindness is important and it might impact my actions by taking time out of my day to 
help someone.  My faith also helps me sometimes stop complaining about something I don’t have or 
like and it makes me be thankful about all the stuff I do have. 

• I believe that there is everything in this world to love.  This can impact my actions by spreading love to 
others and others can spread it to me.  I also believe that God is almighty and eternal.  This impacts my 
actions because as I grow closer to God and the more I worship him, I know this is a relationship that 
will last forever in Heaven. 
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S u n d a y  s c h o o l  r e c o g n i t i o n   

St. Peter’ Sunday School students were                    

recognized for their year of attendance and     

participation in 2023-24.  MANY students were 

not present for the recognition but they were still 

honored.  A special thank you to everyone who 

helped to teach or substitute for the year.   
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C h u r c h  P i c n i c  &  g r a d  r e c o g n i t i o n   

 St. Peter’s graduates were recognized.  A special thank you to 

Pastor Johns for presenting the graduates with special gifts          

featuring a zip drive to save things on because “Jesus saves and 

they should too.” He made an entry on their new zip drive for 

them to refer back to when they need to most.  Congratulations 

to DJ Beahm, SRU Graduate and James Thomas, BHS Graduate.   

 

The church picnic was held in Luther Hall 

this year due to a rainy morning.             

A special thank you to the fellowship 

committee for organizing this          

annual picnic and to everyone 

who stayed and brought things for 

our pot luck picnic!   
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M o r n i n g  m a n n a  

If we could share a million pictures from our annual Morning Manna Program with you it wouldn’t feel like it 

was enough to portray the amazing week we had with the kids.  A special thank you to the many adult          

volunteers who dedicated many hours to make this week a huge success. We reached out to 40 children while 

we learned new songs, did crafts, mission projects, games, Bible stories, wonderful snacks, and science fun!  

Thank you, Thank you, Thank you, to everyone who donated items to help make this week so much fun too!   

ALL DONATIONS BENEFITED MADAGASCAR MISSION WORK  
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C o n f i r m a t i o n  &  M O R E  

 

Congratulations to Leah Plank, Seth Price, and Mark Zoelle 

as they became confirmed members of St. Peter’s on          

Sunday, June 9th.   

Many family and friends were in attendance as St. Peter’s 

welcomed our newest voting members to our role books.  

We pray for Leah, Seth, and Mark and for their journey in 

serving others as well as our God.     

Join Us on Wednesdays! 

This sewing group meets 

every Wednesday from        

10 am—3 pm and would 

love to have you join!  Bring 

your sewing machine and 

your lunch and plan to have 

lots of fun!   

A “heart felt” thank you to Scott and 
Roberta McMillen for their donation 
of a blood pressure monitor for use at 
the church.  If you or someone you 
know is in need of this monitor or the 
first aid kit it is located in the church 
kitchen above the microwave and 
clearly labeled FIRST AID.   
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P l a y  b a l l !   

Look who thought they 

were getting out of a team 

picture (left)! Ha!            

No way!  Smile Ladies! 

Join the fans in cheering on the Apostles  in 
our final regular season games in July!   

Fan appreciation night will be held 
on Wednesday,  July 24.  In addition 
to great softball action, there will be 
food, games, prizes, a time for kids to 

run the bases, and more! 

Even the heat wave couldn’t stop St. Peter’s friends and family from          

supporting the Pittsburgh Pirates  and cheering them onto victory on Sat. 

June 22nd.  Thank you to everyone who braved the heat and humidity for 

time together cheering on our favorite professional baseball team!    
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L u t h e r l y n  f u n   

Many thanks to everyone who helped in any way to send so many 

St. Peter’s campers to Lutherlyn this summer!  The kids are    

having a great time at camp and learning the extent of God’s love 

for each of them while meeting new friends and making life      

lasting memories while at camp.   

Upcoming Lutherlyn Events: September 2024 

3-8 - Crafting Retreat:  If you've ever thought you need a vacation just to get some of your craft  
projects complete...this is the perfect opportunity.  You bring the project supplies and we'll take 
care of all the food, lodging and provide great opportunities for fun and fellowship. Please note that 
this Crafting Week begins on Wednesday.  (Registration Required) 

7 - Saturday Safari:  Saturday Safaris are a great way to spend a Saturday morning!  They are         
designed and open for families of all sizes and shapes, youth groups, scout groups, and any            
interested parties.  Dress to be outside.  (Registration Required) 
 
7 - Intro to Blacksmithing Class:  Learn the art of Blacksmithing in the Woodland Forge at              
Lutherlyn. All materials are supplied and classes are taught by master blacksmith, Flavius Brinsfield.       

https://www.lutherlyn.com/events-retreats/crafting.html
https://www.lutherlyn.com/programs/environmental_education/safari.html
https://www.lutherlyn.com/events-retreats/woodlandreg.html
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1 7 5 t h  A N N I V E R S A R Y  
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Upcoming Softball Games -  
We have had a lot of reschedules recently so please     
double-check the calendar below for new dates and note 
the different locations of the games as well.  Let Pastor 
know if you need help finding either field. Go Apostles! 
 

Game nights are July:   
1st—6:15 pm Middle Lancaster   
15th—6:15 pm Middle Lancaster  
22nd—6:30 pm SRU’s MAC field 
24th—6:15 pm Middle Lancaster  
Week of 7/29—Playoffs (days and time TBD) 

Lunch Bunch 

If you enjoy the chance to have a meal out with 

friends then consider joining our great group on 

Tuesday, July 16th at The Smiling Moose on        

Rowan Road for lunch at 12:00 pm. You can let 

Pastor know if you are attending or contact Bob 

Jodon directly.  He is the convener and you can 

reach him via a text message/call at 724-316-

6648 or an email at  rwjodon@gmail.com to 

confirm the number of people for whom to make 

the reservations. We order from the menu and 

lunch is Dutch treat.  

500 Card Club – will meet not meet in 

July.  We will play again on August 2nd 

at noon.  Everyone is invited and           

encouraged to attend - no experience 

needed! If you would like to learn to 

play you are wel-

come to join in the 

fun.  It’s a pot luck 

event so bring            

whatever you would 

like to share. 

U p c o m i n g  e v e n t s  

Manna Water Night 

Come join the fun on Wednesday, August 

28th from 5:30-7 pm and have dinner!  

Bring your swim suit and plan to get wet!   

mailto:rwjodon@gmail.com
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A n n o u n c e m e n t s  

National Night Out – on Tuesday, 8/6  at EDCO Park the Evans City     

Community will be celebrating this national event with a free meal and 

free access to the pool.  The churches are supplying the meal.  St. Peter’s 

has been asked to supply chips and salads for 100 people.  Please let   

Pastor know if you can help share our part. 

 

Corn Roast – Our annual corn roast will be held on Saturday, August 10th   

at 5:30 pm.  Please bring a side dish or dessert to share.  The night’s fun 

will include rounds of bingo with prizes.   

Wine and Cheese - Mark your calendar on August 23 starting at 6:30 pm for an    

evening of  relaxation as we casually play some games, take in delightful                  

conversation, snack on hors d'oeuvres, sip some adult beverages, and maybe even   

go for a dip.  The Raupp Family will host again this year so feel free to bring your swim 

suit and towel as well for some time in the swimming pool or hot tub.   

Community VBS– St. John’s UCC will host the annual community VBS this year!                

St. Peter’s has been asked to bring freezer pops (already donated)  and cookies  for         

Sunday and Monday, July 7-8.  We need 5 dozen of each for each day.  Please let               

Pastor Johns know if you are willing and able to donate the needed items for VBS.   

 

Peach Festival- Join us after worship on Sunday, July 21st for this fun event! What 

can you bring?  Please bring a peach themed dish to share if able, and be prepared 

for a mouth-watering delight!  The fellowship committee will provide paper plates, 

bowls, and silverware.   

June Council Meeting— the council met the last Wednesday in June so the minutes were not available 

for publication in the July Newsletter.  Council does not meet in July.  The June minutes will be in the 

August Newsletter.    

Church Directory- We are very excited to announce that coming soon a sign up will 

be available for the new church directory!  The anniversary committee is working 

hard and updating our membership directory is one of them!  Save the dates for 

September 11th and 12th.   

 

Stone Church Family Bible School— Wednesdays July 17th and 24th from 5:30—7 pm.  All family  

members are welcome to join these two evenings for an intergenerational Bible School.  We will gather 

to share a light meal and Bible lesson and then go to groups to study God’s word.                                             

(235 Stone Church Road, Harmony, PA ) 
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F i n a n c i a l  F a c t s   

May 2024 Contributions:  

2024 Contributions to Date:   

 

 

A Financial Update – in an effort to  

keep everyone informed about our  

current financial situation the reconciled 

treasurers report of our current fund . 

 

As of the end of May 2024 is as  

follows: Current Fund $9,271.55,  

Memorial Fund $7,909.74, Youth Fund 

$9,758.97, Manna Fund $4,292.73,  

Priority Project Fund $22,506.79, After 

School Program $9,653.67.  Many  

thanks to those who continue to give to 

these funds which give us the ability to 

serve Christ and others. 

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for July  

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause  
will support Evans City Public Library.   

If you would like to support this cause, 
please mark the “Other” line on your  

contribution envelope.  EC Library. 

A special thank you to Ron Kanuff who is currently auditing the church 

financial records for 2022 and to Ted Lindgren II for volunteering to 

audit the 2023 financial records.  Church audits are submitted to our 

synod and help to ensure a system of accuracy is in place.  St. Peter’s 

church council and finance committee work hard at being good         

stewards of the gifts that are given through donations to our church.   



 

   

T h o u g h t s  &  P r a y e r s   

PRAYERS FOR OUR HOMEBOUND 

Please contact the church office as soon as possible  

to request additions or changes. 

           Gini Rinkus        

              Norma Iman      Lucille Wingard    

INTERCESSIONS FOR CONSOLATION IN 

GRIEF Members and friends who have entered the  

Church Triumphant in the previous 3 months: 

The family of Karen Marburger 

The family of Ruth Rasp 

The family of Kim Morris 

The family of Butch Zattiero 

The family of Ruth Mullenax 

The family of Carol Green 

Cole Barkley 

Troy Barkley  

John, Summer, Timothy Barron & Family 

Helen Barto 

Ricky Benson 

Dave Brockhoff (open heart surgery – Robin Van-

Dyke) 
Tom Broeren 

Jane Brown 

Kay Burr 

Reid Caldwell (ALS) 

Jane Carruth (Colon Cancer - B.Barkley) 

Luke Clawson  

Michael Clawson 

David English (Lung Cancer) 

Diane Fair 

Mary, Glenn, and David Fulghum 

Lori Goodwin  

Joan Gumpp 

Patty Grubbs 

Bill Head 

Annastyn Hogan 

Stephanie Hogan 

Ella Jason  

Greg John 

Brain Kenny  

Carol Kerr 

Val Kurth (Breast Cancer) 

Todd Manuel (blood cancer) 

Diane Marburger 

Jane Mashuda 

Diamond McCracken 

Matt Morris  

Mark Phillips 
Erin Price 

Bill Puryear (cancer) 

Barb Rader 

Lori Rasp 

Rick Reifenstein 

Audrey Smith 

Judy Smith (breathing issues – from: Teresa 

O’Malley) 

Carrie Sphar (cancer – from: Cheryl Thomas) 

Jane Taylor 

Cathy VanDyke (Robin Van Dyke’s Sister-In-Law)  

Liam Wahl (infant in need of heart transplant) 

Glen Walker  

Mary Watson 

Bob Wearing 

Garrie Wearing   

John & Kay Yuengert                                               

(submitted by Karen Ferrari)  
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Summer Special Music 

There are a few open spots left, 
so please talk to Marlene 
Domhoff as soon as possible to 
help us fill those last dates and 
our worship with music! 

Meals On Wheels– your help is 
needed to provide fruit and desserts again for this 
annual project made possible from volunteers. 
Our time to help provide these items for Meals on 
Wheels will be July 15th— August 2nd.  If you 
would like to participate 
in this service by provid-
ing food items, please 
talk to Marsha Reedy or 
Robin Van Dyke. 

v o l u n t e e r i n g  

WELCA SCHOOL KITS 

Collection will begin now and      

continue through mid September. 

Our goal for this year is 175 school kits. 

To help with reaching that goal there is a donation 

poster in Luther Hall.  Please consider taking a tag 

or two and donating the items to help make much 

needed school kits. The collection bin is there too. 

If you wish to give a monetary donation instead of 

items please give it to Colleen Prenovitz or turn it 

into the church office marked School Kits. 

(Please make checks payable to WELCA 

not St. Peter’s Lutheran Church) 

              Date 07/07/2024 07/14/2024 07/21/2024 07/28/2024 

          Acolytes Rylee Taylor Meera Lindgren Elsa Plank Anna Johns  

Altar Flowers ($40) Marlene Domhoff Eilene Budisky 
Barb Graham             
& Bea King 

Talea Merrison 

Altar Guild Pat Capella Pat Capella Pat Capella Pat Capella 

Asst. Minister  Ted Lindgren II Anna Plank Karen Ferrari Glenn Fulghum 

Bell Ringer Wes Schmidt Adam Price Jason Plank Troy Barkley 

Communion  
Ministers 

Ted Lindgren III Debbie Merrison Robin Van Dyke Teresa O'Malley 

Eternal Candle ($15) Marlene Domhoff Marlene Domhoff Marlene Domhoff Marlene Domhoff 

Greeters Rob & Lisa Burr 
Ted & Marge          

Lindgren 
Vic & Brenda Peffer 

Walt & Amy           
Gregorovich 

Lector Marsha Reedy Becky Rengers Jane Taylor Cheryl Thomas 

Nursery  Cheryl Thomas Beverly Barkley Staci Bettencourt Teresa O'Malley 

Offering Counters 
Erin Price                   

& Debbie Merrison 
Erin Price                   

& Debbie Merrison 
Erin Price                   

& Debbie Merrison 
Erin Price                   

& Debbie Merrison 

Tech Support Adam Price Heidi Beahm   Adam Price Heidi Beahm   

Ushers 
Heidi Beahm              
& Curt Johns 

Dan & Casey  
Guerriero 

Troy Barkley               
& Dean Zinkhann 

Joe Ludwik               
& Dan Erin 
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C a l e n d a r  &  b i r t h d a y s  

July Birthdays 
St. Peter’s Church Family Wishes  

Many Blessings to You 

 1 Trista Weir      18 Heidi Beahm  

 4 Peyton Weber      23 Troy Barkley 

 5 Pat Capella      24 Anna Plank 

 8 Garrie Wearing      25 Charleen Lippencott 

9 Paige Lindgren      25 Alyssa Barnhart 

 11 Angie Banyay      29 Christi Barnhart 

 13 Quinn Green      30 Eilene Budisky 

 15 Davin Beahm Sr.      30 Kierstin Beahm 

 16 Marlene Domhoff     30 Tyler Barron 

 

 

   Our Summer Reading book this year is                               

When God Winks at You, which comes to us courtesy of  

suggestion from Patti Flach.  Through a series of true short 

stories, Squire Rushnell, the author, examines whether  

the coincidences that change our days and even lives are 

chance, luck, or God communicating with us.  Save the  

following dates below and let Pastor know if you would  

like to have a book ordered for you.  

Book study dates are as follows:    

June 16, 23, 30 and  July 14, 21, and 28 
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202 Van Buren St. 

Evans City, PA  

16033 

Call us: 724-538-5810 

E-mail us 

stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net 

 

St. Peter’s 

Lutheran 

Church   

God’s Son  

 

 

 

Never Fails 

Website:  http://

www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org/ 

Our Staff: 

 

Pastor Brandon Johns                    

 

Kimberly Peaco, Secretary 

 

Marlene Domhoff, 

Organist / Music Director 

 

Joe Ludwik, Sexton 

 

Heidi Beahm 

After School Director 

• The Sunday Bulletin Deadline is Wednesdays at 10 am 

• Monthly Newsletter Deadline is  

the 3rd Sunday of each month 

• Summer Book Study: 9:15 am (see scheduled dates)  

• Weekly Worship Services:   

Sundays at 10:15 am 

• Check Our Weekly Calendar of other events.  

• Summer Office Hours   

M-W-F (9am—noon) 

If you are interested in sponsoring the newsletter, we have an opportunity 

available for December.  Please contact the church office. 

This newsletter is sponsored by Marla Bird 

in Loving Memory of the birthday of Bob Domhoff—July 9th 

and in Honor of the birthday of Marlene Domhoff—July 16th 


