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This past month, you had the opportunity to see four of our young people 

affirm their Baptisms and become adult members of the church.  You also 

got to hear how they are a group of many questions.  As is the case every 

year, but perhaps even more fitting for these inquisitive youth, they had 

to answer questions of mine as well on their Confirmation Test.  It brings 

me joy every year to share some of their responses with you, because I 

believe that it helps our church family to connect across our varied generations and life    

experiences.  As you read through their responses, you may notice that you don’t agree  

with all of their answers or had never thought about something in the same way.  This is 

good.  It reminds us that our faith is not to be static but rather, a living part of us.  To be 

alive, it needs to be fed, exercised, watered, and challenged.  I hope that you notice that in 

addition to my specific question about mercy, our theme for this year, our confirmands also 

found mercy to be an important part of their beliefs and prayers, since it showed up in their 

answers without me nudging them in that direction, at least not during the testing. 

In Luke 6:36, Jesus is quoted as saying, “Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.”     
How is God merciful to you?  How is God merciful to others?  How does God’s mercy      
impact your life?  What does it mean to be merciful as your Father (God) is merciful?   

• God’s grace impacts my life in all ways.  More specifically, leading by example and      
helping me to be merciful to others.  To be as merciful as God is merciful is not possible 
for humans, because God is greater than us.  However, we can try to forgive others,      
no matter the circumstances. 

• God saves me from danger.  God helps others in their time of need.  God’s mercy has 
helped me in my darkest times.  Being merciful like God means that I have to be good 
and forgiving no matter what. 

• God forgives me and forgives others.  I know that God will forgive me.  I want to be good 
and forgiving as God is. 

• It means everyday things like picking up a piece of trash in the parking lot or swallowing 
your anger and forgiving someone when you have every right to be mad or take revenge.  
It’s not taking advantage of a situation or person even when no one else would ever find 
out.  It’s showing up for people who can’t show up for themselves or don’t have anyone 
else to show up for them. Then together we become a community that builds each other 
up.  A community that supports each other’s goals.  A community that wants each other 
to succeed.  And a community that always shows up for one another. 

From the Pastor:  
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How does your relationship with God change your life? 
• My relationship with God makes me more understanding of others and keeps me from doing acts of 

malice. 
• When you have a good and healthy relationship with God, your life tends to be better because you 

want to be like God.  Compare that to if you have a bad relationship with God, you tend to do things 
that God wouldn’t approve of. 

 
What is your favorite Commandment and why? 
• Thou shall honor thy mother and thy father.  I say this because they do everything for you. 
 
What is the hardest Commandment and why? 
• Thou shall not have false idols, as simple tasks could be idols which we put our dedication to. 
 
What does it mean that you will be affirming your baptism? 
• I am taking responsibility for what the people of the church said on my behalf, saying that I will be part 

of the Church and do everything in my power to stay with God. 
• I will be agreeing to joining as an adult in God’s family, and continuing my life with God. 
 
Write a prayer: 
• Dear God, thank you for today and all of the blessings that came with it.  Thank you for your grace, 

Lord.  It is truly immeasurable and more than I deserve.  I am sorry for my sins, both intentional and 
unintentional.  Please watch over those going to college this fall.  Thank you, Lord.  Amen. 

• Dear God, please give peace to our world as it is in need. You created us, fed us, and you helped us in 
our times of need.  We have done wrong, but you have set things right.  We will continue to follow 
you.  Amen . 

• Dear God, I thank You for all that You do and what You do for everybody.  I am sorry for my behavior 
lately and how I have treated my mom.  She deserves more.  I should act better.  I pray that my family 
members who have been in the hospital are doing better.  Thank you for everything.  Amen. 

 
What are the challenges for us who pray the Lord’s Prayer of praying for God’s will to be done on earth 
as in heaven and for God’s kingdom to come? 
• We don’t always actually pay attention to the words of the Lord’s prayer that we read and say. 

• Sometimes God’s will and ours are not the same and choosing God’s will over our own can be difficult. 
 
What is something you believe and how does it impact your actions? 
• I believe that God allows everybody into heaven no matter what we do.  This helps me to be more 

merciful and helps me still see good in all people. 
• I believe that God is always there and it helps impact my choices for the better. 

• I believe God is forgiving of our sins.  This still makes me want to try my best not to sin, but allows me 
not to be too harsh on myself after I ask for forgiveness. 

• God has a plan and everything is going to work out. 

• I believe that God is always watching and so you should behave accordingly. That makes me act better. 
• I believe in God.  This causes me to follow, or try to follow, the Ten Commandments and to try to be a 

good person. 
• I believe that God is all-seeing, so I kindly assist my peers so that God can see me devote my life to 

kindness. 
• I believe that God forgives us always so when I feel guilty, I know God will always forgive. 
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C h u r c h  P i c n i c   

We had a sunny day for the church picnic this 

year.  A special thank you to the Fellowship         

Committee for organizing this annual picnic and to 

everyone who stayed and brought things for our 

pot luck picnic!   
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M o r n i n g  m a n n a  

If we could share a million pictures from our annual Morning Manna Program with you it wouldn’t feel like it 

was enough to portray the amazing week we had with the kids.  A special thank you to the many adult          

volunteers who dedicated many hours to make this week a huge success. We reached out to 40 children while 

we learned songs, did crafts, mission projects, games, Bible stories, wonderful snacks, and science fun!      

Thank you, Thank you, Thank you, to everyone who donated items to help make this week so much fun too!   
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C o n f i r m a t i o n ,  c l e a n  U p  &  C o m m u n i t y   

 

Congratulations to Penelope Erin,  

Yumalai Merrison, Gus Mossor, and  

Logan Thomas as they became  

confirmed members of St. Peter’s on  

Sunday, June 8th.  

Many family and friends were in attendance 

as St. Peter’s welcomed our newest voting 

members to our role books.  We pray for    

Penelope, Yumalai, Gus and Logan and         

for their journey in serving others as well as 

our God.     

Join Us on Wednesdays! 

This sewing group meets 

every Wednesday from        

10 am—3 pm and would 

love to have you join!  Bring 

your sewing machine and 

your lunch and plan to have 

lots of fun!   

Many thanks to every-

one who helped in any 

way to make our spring 

clean up day successful.  

It was a cold and rainy 

day but many hands 

made the load lighter as 

things were swept, 

scrubbed and polished 

to help make our 

church shine like the 

light of our Lord!  
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Upcoming Softball Games -  
We have had a lot of reschedules recently so please     
double-check the calendar below for new dates and note 
the different locations of the games as well.  Let Pastor 
know if you need help finding either field. Go Apostles! 
 

Game nights are July:   
3rd —6:15 pm Middle Lancaster 
9th—6:15 pm Middle Lancaster    
15th—6:30 pm Slippery Rock MAC field 
(Two make up games TBD)  
& Play Offs (will be announced ASAP)  

P l a y  b a l l !   

 

Even the heat wave couldn’t stop St. Peter’s friends 

and family from supporting the Pittsburgh Pirates and 

cheering them on in a close game on Sat. June 21st.  

Thank you to everyone who braved the heat and        

humidity for time together cheering on our favorite 

professional baseball team!    
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L u t h e r l y n  f u n   

Many thanks to everyone who helped in any way to send so many 

St. Peter’s campers to Lutherlyn this summer!  The kids are    

having a great time at camp and learning the extent of God’s love 

for each of them while meeting new friends and making life      

lasting memories while at camp.   

September 2025 

2-7 - Quilting/Crafting Retreat: If you've ever thought you need a vacation 
just to get some of your craft projects complete...this is the perfect opportunity. 
You bring the project supplies and we'll take care of all the food, lodging and 
provide great opportunities for fun and fellowship.  (Registration Required)  

6 - Intro to Blacksmithing Class: Learn the art of Blacksmithing in the  
Woodland Forge at Lutherlyn. All materials are supplied and classes are taught 
by master blacksmith, Flavius Brinsfield.  (Registration Required) 

7 - Worship at Lutherlyn: Join us at 3:30 in the Amphitheater for communion 
worship.   

13 - Stream and Pond Creatures Saturday Safari:  (Registration Required) 

https://www.lutherlyn.com/programs/crafting.html
https://www.lutherlyn.com/programs/woodlandreg.html
https://www.lutherlyn.com/programs/worship.html
https://www.lutherlyn.com/programs/environmental_education/safari.html
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T h a n k  y o u ’ s  &  B a p t i s m  

A huge THANK YOU from our St. Peters 

family for your prayers, cards, gifts, 

love, and support during some                  

unprecedented and challenging times 

for our family.                                                

We love you all, The Planks x8  

A special thanks to                         
Vic & Brenda Peffer for all of 

their hard work weeding, 
planting, and mulching this 
flowerbed, bringing more 

beauty to this space.  

  Thank you to Roberta 
Domhoff for donating several 
bags of mulch for this project 

and others as well.   

Baptism 

St. Peter’s was blessed to welcome Benson VanDyke to our church family at his baptism on Sunday,  

June 29th.  Proud parents are Courtney and Tucker.  Benson is the grandson of Robin & Steve VanDyke.   

Rev. Randy Marburger also participated in the baptism.  Many thanks to the fellowship committee for 

providing a cake for after church fellowship time for friends and family to celebrate!  
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Lunch Bunch 

If you enjoy the chance to have a meal out with 

friends then consider joining our great group on 

Wednesday, July 9th at Union Brothers in      

Harmony for lunch at 12:00 pm. You can let  

Pastor know if you are attending. We order from 

the menu and lunch is Dutch treat.  

 

Scan this QR code to check out 

their menu ahead of time if you 

like!  

500 Card Club – will meet a week later 

in July.  We will play again on July 11th 

at noon.  Everyone is invited and           

encouraged to attend - no experience 

needed! If you would like to learn to 

play you are        

welcome to join in 

the fun.  It’s a pot 

luck event so bring            

whatever you would 

like to share. 

U p c o m i n g  e v e n t s  

Peach Potluck - Join us after worship on Sunday, July 20th for this fun event! What can 
you bring?  Please bring a peach-themed dish to share if able, and be prepared for many 
mouth-watering delights!  The fellowship committee will provide paper plates, bowls, and               
silverware.   

National Night Out – on Tuesday, 8/5  from 6-8 pm at EDCO Park the Evans City 
Community will be celebrating this national event with a free meal and free      
access to the pool.  The churches are supplying the meal.  St. Peter’s has been 
asked to supply chips and salads for 100 people.  Please let  Pastor know if you 
can help share our part. 

Corn Roast – Our annual corn roast will be held on Saturday, August 16 at 5:30 pm.  Please 

bring a side dish or dessert to share.  The night’s fun will include rounds of Bingo with prizes.   

Wine and Cheese - Mark your calendar on August 23 starting at 6:30 pm for an  evening of relaxation as we 
casually play some games, take in delightful conversation, snack on hors d'oeuvres, sip some adult beverages, 
and maybe even go for a dip.  The Raupp Family will host again this year so feel free to bring your swimsuit 
and towel, in addition to a beverage and/or snack to share, for some time in the swimming pool or hot tub.   

Fellowship Outing - Save the date for another exciting 
road trip to Sight & Sound Theater in Lancaster, PA on 
Saturday, September 27.  We will take in a performance 
of Noah at 3 pm.  All aboard the ark!   

There are 40 tickets available.  Those wishing to carpool 
will leave St. Peter’s at 9 am.  We’ll make a stop for lunch.  
After the show we’ll also stop for dinner and plan to arrive 
back around 11 pm.  Tickets are $75/adult & $42/children 
ages 3-12. Please see Eilene Budisky for more details. All 
sign up and payment due August 24th.  Please make 
checks payable to St. Peter’s Lutheran Church.  
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R e g e  r e n g e r s  C o r n h o l e  t o u r n a m e n t  f o r  a l s   

Rege 

 Rengers 

Congrats to Barb 

for winning our 

Steelers door 

prize this year!  

 

Lily Johns and Lucius Merrison 

won our first ever kids cornhole 

tournament!  Not even the rain 

could stop our event... Nope!  

We just moved indoors.  We had 

over 70 in attendance and  

raised over $2,000 for ALS of 

Western PA.  Pictured below is 

our first ever back to back        

winners!  Congrats to  Nick and 

Roy for another victory!   
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F i n a n c i a l  F a c t s   

May 2025 Contributions:  

2025 Contributions to Date (5/31/25):   

 

A Financial Update – Friends, please note 

that a combination of factors, including 

getting gouged by the gas company, has led 

to a deficit in the Current Fund as of the end 

of May. Please prayerfully consider what 

your role might be in helping to close that 

gap and keep it closed. Together and with 

the help of God, we will continue to thrive 

as a church family and as loving servants of 

God and our neighbors. 
 

As of the end of May 2025 is as follows: 

Current Fund -$5,001.06, Memorial Fund 

$11,234.74, Youth Fund $10,619.07,  

Manna Fund $5,703.03,  Priority Project 

Fund $4,358.23, After School Program 

$9,826.51.  Many thanks to those who   

continue to give to these funds which give 

us the ability to serve Christ and others. 

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for July  

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause  
will support Evans City Public Library.   

If you would like to support this cause, 
please mark the “Other” line on your  

contribution envelope.  EC Library. 

Ted Lingren II volunteered to begin the audit process but we have a few 

years to get through so if you know anything about auditing or are willing 

to learn we could use your help!  Synod suggests that the audits be       

submitted by mid summer so it’s time to make that happen again this 

year. If you are willing to help please see Pastor Johns or Heidi Beahm and 

we will get you the information that you will need.   



 

   

T h o u g h t s  &  P r a y e r s   

INTERCESSIONS FOR CONSOLATION IN 

GRIEF Members and friends who have entered the  

Church Triumphant in the previous 3 months: 

The families of: 

Virginia Roberts 

Jane Brown 

Clark Graham 

PRAYERS FOR OUR HOMEBOUND 

Please contact the church office as soon as possible  

to request additions or changes. 

           Gini Rinkus        

Tom Baker 

Cole Barkley 

Troy Barkley 

John, Summer, Timothy Barron & Family 

Peter Barry 

Ricky Benson 

Tom Broeren 

Kay Burr 

Lisa Burr 

Reid Caldwell (ALS) 

Jane Carruth (Colon Cancer - B.Barkley) 

Gary Checkan 

Luke Clawson  

Michael Clawson 

David English (Lung Cancer) 

Pastor Jack Delk 

Diane Fair 

Mary, Glenn, and David Fulghum 

Lori Goodwin 

Joan Gumpp 

Dave & Patty Grubbs 

Annastyn Hogan 

Stephanie Hogan 

Ella Jason  

Greg John 

Carol Kerr 

Val Kurth (Breast Cancer) 

Bette Lambert 

Todd Manuel (blood cancer) 

Diane Marburger 

Joe Marburger 

Patty Marburger 

Jane Mashuda 

Diamond McCracken 

Berty McMillen 

Matt Morris  

Mark Phillips 

Emma Plank 

Jason Plank 

Robin Plank 

Erin Price 

Bill Puryear (cancer) 

Lori Rasp 

Mary Jane Raupp  

Dominick Scarpino 

Pastor Tony Schneck 

Jane Taylor 

Kay Marburger Terry 

Garrie Wearing   
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Summer Special Music 
There are a few open spots left, 
so please talk to Marlene 
Domhoff as soon as possible to 
help us fill those last dates and 
our worship with music! 

 
Meals On Wheels– your help is needed to provide 
fruit and desserts again for this annual project 
made possible from volunteers. Our time to help 
provide these items for Meals on Wheels will be 
July 21st — August 8th. 
If you would like to  
participate in this 
service by providing 
food items, please talk 
to Colleen Prenovitz. 

v o l u n t e e r i n g  

WELCA SCHOOL KITS 

Collection will begin now and      

continue through mid September. 

Our goal for this year is 100 school kits. 

To help with reaching that goal there is a donation 

poster in Luther Hall.  Please consider taking a tag 

or two and donating the items to help make much 

needed school kits. The collection bin is there too. 

If you wish to give a monetary donation instead of 

items please give it to Colleen Prenovitz or turn it 

into the church office marked School Kits. 

(Please make checks payable to WELCA 

not St. Peter’s Lutheran Church) 
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St. Peter’s  Lutheran Church 
Council Meeting June 10, 2025 

 

Present:   Cindy Ayres, Staci Bettecourt, Dan Erin (Zoom), Patti Flach, Casey Guerriero, Pastor Johns,          
Robin Plank (Zoom), Adam Price, Linda Schmidt, Jane Taylor (Zoom), Corey Walker 
 

Absent:    Jan Hogan, Rita Reifenstein 
 

Reception of Visitors:  None 
 

President Adam Price called the meeting to order at 7:09 PM.  Following this, the Pastor shared a devotion 
that focused on The Prodigal Prophet, the summer book selection.  He then led us in a discussion followed 
by prayers. 
 

Minutes:  Minutes from the May 13th meeting were read and approved.   Staci motioned to accept the 
minutes and it was seconded by Corey.  Motion carried, 
 

Pastor’s Report:  A detailed, written report was submitted that included Confirmation and many recent           
activities.   
 

Treasurer’s Report and the Financial Secretary’s Report:  These were reviewed and discussed.  A motion to 
accept was made by Linda and seconded by Dan.  The motion carried. 
 

Financial:   A written report was submitted.  VENMO will be set up to try this month.  The Lent offering        
received for Lutheran Disaster Response was $2,322, and the Fasting for Change to LSS was $281.28.  The 
first quarter report of the Endowment Fund was $76,540.08.  Utilities are still a concern as they are higher in 
cost.  The new gas supplier will take effect during the next billing cycle.  Currently, there is about $6,000 in 
undesignated funds in the Memorial Fund.  Could some of this be used toward a building project or another 
idea?  Thrivent cards continue to be helpful for church necessities.  A sign up sheet sponsorship form is      
posted in Luther Hall for members to designate their choices.  Portico will be changing the health plan            
offerings in 2026.  The current fund deficit was discussed.  It was suggested that a better understanding and 
more awareness of this issue needs to occur.  
 

Fellowship:  A written report was submitted.  Receptions for Graduation and Confirmation were held on 
June 1st and June 8th.  The Church Picnic will occur on June 22nd, and tickets are still available for the Pirate 
Game on June  21st.  The Rege Rengers Cornhole Tournament is scheduled for June 28th.  The Peach Potluck 
will be on July 20th and the Corn Roast on August 16th. The dates for Applefest are set for September 19-21, 
2025, and will benefit the Evans City Fire Department in the amount of $200.00 as well as the Priority Pro-
jects addressing the basement bathrooms and the electrical panel.  After discussion, the Council supports 
this recommendation and it was seconded by Patti.  Motion carried. 
 

Learning Ministry/Youth:  No written report was provided. Announcements reflected the dates for VBS that 
will be held at Westminster Church from June 23-June 27 and our own Morning Manna the week prior to 
this.  Fourteen campers benefitted from the fundraising events for Camp Lutherlyn.  Our church is                
responsible for the snacks during VBS this year. 
 

Memorial:  No written report was provided. 
 

Mutual Ministry:  No written report was provided.   
 

Property:   A written report was submitted, and a meeting was held on June 3rd.  There is a need for a quali-
ty, riding lawn mower.  Corey will replace the push mower.  Perhaps some of the undesignated Memorial 
Funds could be used for this purpose.  The motion was amended by Corey that we acquire a quality, used, 
riding mower.  Motion carried.  A new motion was made by Casey to approve Corey’s 2nd motion.  This also 
carried.  Corey indicated that he will also take care of this. 
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It was suggested that we have a few weeks of advertisement for a brick sidewalk fundraiser with the 
proceeds going to Priority Projects. Ace Hardware provided a carpet scrubber free of charge for our use 
during the Property work day.  Numerous projects listed on the chalkboard still need to be accom-
plished.  On Friday, September 26th, the floors in Luther Hall will be scrubbed and rewaxed.  The fire 
extinguishers need to be checked.  In June, the backflow preventer will also be checked.  Perhaps a 
Thrivent card could be used to paint and redecorate the Nursery.  The previous decor had to be re-
moved due to mold.  We will use Don’s Glass to replace the broken window pane in the Education Build-
ing. 
 
Worship and Music:  No written report was submitted.  The change to a new liturgical setting will occur 
on June 22nd.  On June 29th there will be a Baptism.  An outdoor service will be held on August 3rd. 
 
Unfinished Business:  
 Church Constitution Update:  No report.   
 Clothing Cupboard:  The Reopening Day was on June 6th. 
 Church Secretary: An ad was generated, and there have been several applicants for this posi-
tion.  Christine Johns and Heidi Beahm are currently working together until this position is filled.  Adam 
moved, and Corey seconded the motion to have Pastor handle this hiring issue.  Motion carried. 
 
New Business/Miscellaneous:   

Rummage Sale:  Start saving items for the fall sale during Evans City’s Pumpkinfest sometime in 
September.  
 Building Use Request:  There was to be a guest this evening regarding this; however, no one ap-
peared. 
 
Due to a conflict, the next meeting is scheduled for August 7, 2025, at 7:00 P.M.   
 
Adjournment and Prayer:  The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 PM.    
Jan moved to adjourn, and Casey seconded it.  Motion carried.  The meeting concluded with the Lord’s 
Prayer. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  Patti Flach, Council Secretary 

Would you like to sponsor a brick to honor someone 

or in memory of someone?  We hope to place an 

order by the end of August and will need all order 

forms returned by Sunday, August 24th.  If you 

would like to order a brick or bricks the cost is $100 

each and proceeds benefit our priority project fund.  

Please see the order form on the next page.  Orders 

can be included in your contribution envelope or 

sent to the office.   
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C a l e n d a r  &  b i r t h d a y s  

July Birthdays 
St. Peter’s Church Family Wishes  

Many Blessings to You 

 1 Trista Weir      18 Heidi Beahm  

 4 Peyton Weber      23 Troy Barkley 

 5 Pat Capella      24 Anna Plank 

 8 Garrie Wearing      25 Alyssa Barnhart 

9 Paige Lindgren      29 Christi Barnhart 

 11 Angie Banyay      30 Eilene Budisky 

 13 Quinn Green      30 Kierstin Beahm  

 15 Davin Beahm Sr.      30 Tyler Barron 

 16 Marlene Domhoff      

Many thanks to our faithful crew of volunteers 

who keep our church lawn mowed and fix or    

replace the mowers from April through October!  

Pictured below is Meera Lindgren, mowing grass 

for her first time anywhere, ever. 
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202 Van Buren St. 

Evans City, PA  

16033 

Call us: 724-538-5810 

E-mail us 

stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net 

 

St. Peter’s 

Lutheran 

Church   

God’s Son  

 

 

 

Never Fails 

Website:  http://

www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org/ 

 

Our Staff: 

 

Pastor Brandon Johns                    

 

Marlene Domhoff, 

Organist / Music Director 

 

Joe Ludwik, Sexton 

 

Heidi Beahm 

After School Director 

• The Sunday Bulletin Deadline is Wednesdays at 10 am 

• Monthly Newsletter Deadline is  

the 3rd Sunday of each month 

• Summer Book Study: 9:15 am (Sundays in July and 8/3)  

• Weekly Worship Services:   

Sundays at 10:15 am 

• Check Our Weekly Calendar of other events.  

• Summer Office Hours   

M-W-F (9am—noon) 

This newsletter is sponsored by  

Luann and Perry Brosius. 

We hope you’re enjoying your summer! 


