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“Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness’” Genesis 1:26a 
 

It took courage, strength, and luck, but I did it.  Okay, so mostly it took luck, 
but still, I pulled it off.  Did what?  To what feat am I referring you ask?  
I successfully chaperoned the field trips of all three girls this spring.  

Let me first say that I am very grateful for the flexibility that I am able to have 
in my schedule to make it on all three trips.  Sorry to Lunch Bunch with whom 

I missed out on a meal.  Otherwise, I was able to shuffle my usual responsibilities around to 
attend and no emergencies arose that forced me to change plans.  Teachers needed to pull my 
name randomly from among the parents who had volunteered to attend.  Wouldn’t you know, 
I was three for three. Our health had to hold up too.  I had missed my own trip to Old         
Economy thirty years ago because I was sick, but Anna and I made it despite the rain this 
time.  Finally, and most importantly, all three girls needed to want me to go for me to pull off 
the trip trifecta. 

I’d like to think that my daughters wanting their daddy on their school field trips isn’t 
luck.  However, I know that it means I am very fortunate.  Their desire for me to go along with 
them and each of them being excited at the prospect of me going is why I said yes each 
time.  Don’t get me wrong.  The Aviary in Pittsburgh, Old Economy Village, and Meadowcroft 
Rockshelter and Historic Village were all interesting places.  None of them were how I would 
have chosen how to spend my time, though. 

There was definitely a cool element to going to Old Economy thirty years after I missed the 
trip and this time with Anna.  Heavy rain that day definitely dampened my excitement.  Kate’s 
trip was supposed to be to Botanical Gardens, but rain shifted that to the Aviary, where I had 
been on trips previously.  I hadn’t even heard of Meadowcroft before, but I had to drive over 
an hour to get there because there wasn’t room on the bus with the students.  Plus, there’s 
always something else I could be doing, and definitely other things I would have picked if I was 
given the choice of how to spend free time.  In the end, none of them would have brought me 
as much joy as the field trips. 

As soon as Lily and I arrived at Meadowcroft Rockshelter, we were greeted with a beautiful 
view of a gorgeous stream.  Of course, my eyes went to the deeper waters, the fishing holes, 
and I felt the pull of trout waiting to be caught. I wasn’t there for that.  I was there for Lily.  We 
listened to guides tell us about various cultures and previous inhabitants.  Lily ground up 
corn.  She and I got turns at using an atlatl to attempt to hit an elk target with a spear-like 
dart.  We both missed.  I was wide and she was short.  Together it would have been either 
even worse, or as we decided, a perfect throw.  

From the Pastor:  
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P a s t o r ’ s  p a g e  c o n t i n u e d  

That’s how it was on the other trips, too.  Anna and I went through the village, musing together like scholar 
buddies about observations and insights into life there.  Kate and her classmates took turns climbing on my 
back as I made a step for them on my hands and knees so they could see the penguins face-to-face through 
the plexiglass.  On the way back, Anna and I agreed that despite the rain, the trip had been as wonderful as 
we could have imagined it being.  Kate talked about what an amazing trip she had and how she couldn’t wait 
to take her sisters there.  I would have never gone by myself, but being a part of their joy filled me with more 
of my own joy than I could have ever found in whatever I would have picked for myself. 

I think this is a crucial element of joy that we often overlook.  I know that I do and would have if the       
framework of field trip had not helped me to keep from missing the chance to experience being filled by joy 
through the overflowing of someone else’s joy.  Too often, we consider only what our own individual likes 
and preferences are and pick and chose what we’ll do, where we’ll go, or even with whom we’ll associate  
believing that is the only path to happiness.  It turns out, the opposite is true. 

Recently, I read an article online by Associated Press writer Ted Anthony1.  In the article, he wonders aloud 
whether or not our American reverence for individualism and lone wolf heroes has led to the ever-growing 
sense of loneliness in our country.  Among the possible contributing factors, Anthony notes a sense that we 
stand alone and our “whole destiny is in [our] own hands.”  Perhaps this feeling also squeezes out people’s 
perceived need for God.  For all of us, I believe it can creep into our decision-making process and lead us to 
overprioritize our own interests at the expense of supporting the interests of others. Although the article  
author doesn’t cite the Bible, scriptural witness would certainly back up his thesis.  

God created us for community and relationships.  Jesus makes sure we get that point.  Love God and your 
neighbors.  Disciples are meant to form a new kind of community, one of love, service, mutuality, up-
building, connection.  Paul calls us a body with many members.  Christian life is certainly not about just me, 
and not even me and God.  It’s us.  It’s we. Joy, as a fruit of the Spirit, is part of that loving, relational,        
connected context.  

So if we are going to experience joy to its fullest, 
we need each other.  It’s not just others getting 
on board with what brings me the most joy,     
either.  As George Strait once sang, “there’s a 
difference in living and living well, you can’t have 
it all all by yourself.”  Having others with whom 
we can share our joy exponentially increases 
it.  God-formed relationships are mutual, though, 
so the same goes for being the person who sets 
aside their preference to be a part of the joy of 
someone else.  Whatever the field trip is for you, 
think again about going on it.  There just may be 
more joy there than you realize. 

1
A lonely nation: Has the notion of the 'American way' promoted isolation across history? (msn.com)  

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/a-lonely-nation-has-the-notion-of-the-american-way-promoted-isolation-across-history/ar-AA1beTUK?OCID=ansmsnnews11
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Congratulations to all of our 2023 St. Peter’s Graduates!   

 We wish you many blessings for a wonderful future.    

Recognition Sunday will be held June 11th  

Nathan Anthony graduated on May 19, 2023 from Butler County Vo-Tech in Carpentry.  Nate truly      

enjoyed and excelled in the carpentry program constructing and designing many projects from furniture 

to wooden tableware.  Nate will graduate from Knoch High school on June 2nd.  Nate had a great          

interest in History and the Civil War, learning many things from his well traveled teacher. Nate played 

football for 11 years and enjoyed basketball and deck hockey for many years.  He had a lot of great times 

with St. Peter’s youth group and on mission trips.  Nate is looking forward to continuing and pursuing a 

career in carpentry.  His family is very proud of his accomplishments.  

Alyssa Barnhart is a graduate of Butler County Vo-Tech and Seneca Valley High School. 

Anna Plank is a graduate of Portersville Christian and plans to attend Grove City College for Education. 

Maddox Schmidt is a graduate of Seneca Valley High School. 

Nickolas Vicheck graduated from Westminster College in May 2023.   

Paul Volz is a 2023 graduate from Seneca Valley High School.  During his high school career he was a  

percussionist in the concert band for two years as well as in the Marching band for two years.  During his 

junior year he worked in the school coffee shop.   Paul began volunteering in the Library and the  com-

puter department while in Middle school. This  led to his customized learning internship within the       

computer department at Ryan Gloyer Middle School during his senior year.  In 2019, he and Kaiden     

Riddle established a car detailing business called “P and K Auto Detailing” which they still continue by 

serving the community.  Paul has also volunteered with the Zelienople Horse Trading Days and the      

Zelienople Fall Festival for the past six years.  He will be attending Butler County Community College 

where he will study Business Management.  

Our anniversary committee has worked hard to offer this beautiful 

Wendell August Forge, St. Peter’s Christmas Ornament!  (Picture right)  

They have arrived and are now available for you to  purchase as many 

as you’d like at the cost of $20  in celebration of the 17th Anniversary of 

St. Peter’s.  Each ornament has a 3.5” diameter and comes with a red  

ribbon for displaying it and a color picture of our Shepherd window. 

Please talk to Marsha Reedy to place your order. 
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S u n d a y  S c h o o l  &  n o t e s  o f  t h a n k s   

A special thank you to all of the 

teachers, aids, and substitutes 

who helped to make this a year 

of learning and growing of faith.   

Pastor Johns will  recognize the 

teachers with a special dinner in 

June to thank them for their 

commitment and dedication to 

serving in the Christian ministry.   

Thank you for making a difference at Lutherlyn! It is friends like you 

who make it possible for Lutherlyn to keep our vitally important 

promise to never turn a child away from summer camp for financial 

reasons.  By supporting Lutherlyn you are ensuring that all children, 

regardless of their financial circumstance, can attend summer camp 

at Lutherlyn where they learn how to be Christ’s light in the world.  

Your gift of $165 goes further than just helping kids get to camp.   

As their time at Lutherlyn draws to a close, we challenge each 

camper to take Christ’s love into their communities and to shine 

their light everywhere they go.  

Through them, your gift is a 

blessing to their families, 

friends and communities.   

Yours in Ministry, Deb Roberts, 

Executive Director  

Thank you for your             

generous donation and 

support for Zelienople 

Meals on Wheels.            

Your donation is greatly 

appreciated.   

Blessings, Meals on 

Wheels Staff 

Many thanks to everyone who helped in any way to 

make the Circle of Friends concert a huge success. 

Many, many, cookies, beverages, and paper products 

were provided by St. Peter’s Lutheran Church friends 

and family along with seed funding from Thrivent  

Financial which contributed to the evening going very 

well.  Funds raised benefited the Jason family in their 

care and medical expenses of their daughter.  
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A n n o u n c e m e n t s  &  B i r t h d a y s :  

WELCA SCHOOL KITS 

Collection will begin now and continue through mid  

September.  A bin will be located in the back of the 

church or on the table outside of the glass doors                       

(near the handicapped parking lot) with a list of items 

needed for each kit.  Please consider donating the         

following items to help make much needed school kits: 

4 – 70 sheet spiral notebooks (8 1/2 x11) 

1 ruler (30 cm or cm and inches) 

1 pencil sharpener,  

1 BLUNT end scissors 

5 unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers 

5 black or blue ballpoint pens 

1 box of 24 Crayola crayons 

1 large 2 1/2” eraser  

If you want to give a monetary donation instead of items 

please give it to Nancy Zattiero or turn it into the church 

office marked School Kits.   

(Please make checks payable to WELCA not  

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church) 

June Birthdays                

St. Peter’s Church Family  

Wishes Many Blessings To You!  
 

1 Colleen Prenovitz 

5 Leah Vassilaros 

6 Cora Plank 

6 Inez Schmidt 

7 Amanda Johns  

9 Heinie Raupp 

10 Casey Guerriero 

11 Matt Jason 

11 Violet Jason 

12 Pam Volz 

16 Helen Barto 

16 Jen Vicheck 

19 Emma Plank 

22 Patti Flach 

23 Bill Painter III 

23 Troy Anthony 

29 Jim Merrison 

29 Penelope Erin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Peter’s Softball Schedule 

Games—SRU MAC games start at 

6:30, Middle Lancaster games 

start at 6:15;                                           

all doubleheaders 

6/1 @ ML  7/12 @ MAC 

6/7 @ ML  7/21 @ MAC 

6/15 @ ML 

6/21 @ ML 

6/26 @ML 

Save the Dates –  

Fri., July 14, 7 pm – Pirates Game Outing 
Sat., July 22, time TBD – Tubing Outing 
Sat., July 29, 5:30 pm – Cornhole Tournament 
Sat., Aug. 12, 5:30 pm – Corn Roast and Bingo 
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M o t h e r  d a u g h t e r  b a n q u e t   

A special thank you to  

WELCA  

for organizing the return of  

this annual banquet.  The 

banquet was well attended 

and there were lots of 

homemade treats to enjoy!  

Thank you to everyone who 

attended or made this 

event possible this year.   
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Spring Clean Up Day 
A special thank you to everyone who helped to 

make our spring clean up day so successful!  Our 
annual work day was held on Saturday, May 

20th and many showed up to help, and much 
indoor work got accomplished.  The chalkboard 
to the left shows work that is completed as well 

as things that still need done.   
 

If you would like to volunteer to 
check more things off the chalkboard 

please come any time to do so!   

 

 

 

 

We need your help for Vacation Bible School!             

Helpers are needed for snacks, games, crafts, and  

other fun the week of June 19-24 from 9-noon or 

whatever amount of time you can offer.   

If you like to work with kids up to help us!   

St. Peter’s Church Picnic 

Sunday, June 11th after Worship 

(Grads will also be recognized this Sunday) 

Hot dogs and drinks will be provided. 

Everything else is pot luck,  

so please bring a dish to share if able. 

Hang out after the food for outdoor games at the     

tables in the picnic shelter and in the yard.   

Bring your favorite of those to share too! 

Don’t forget yourself, family, and friends! 

 

Interested In Serving Others?  

Usually the second Sunday of each month you can 

stay after worship and help pack food for the food 

cupboard to distribute the first and third Friday of 

the month.  In the month of June we will pack food 

up during the usual Sunday school hour starting at 

9 am.  Hope to see you there!  

A n n o u n c e m e n t s   
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F i n a n c i a l  F a c t s   

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for June  

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for June will 

support Evans City Fire Dept. If you would like 

to support this cause, 

please mark the “Other” 

line on your                       

contribution envelope:         

EC Fire Dept.   

A Financial Update – in an effort to keep everyone informed about our current            

financial situation the reconciled treasurers report of our current fund as of the end of 

April 2023 is as  follows: Current Fund $7,138.76, Memorial Fund $5,189.74,         

Youth Fund $8,037.09, Manna Fund $4,616.96, Priority Project Fund $8,037.09, After 

School Program $17,117.71.  Many thanks to those who continue to give to these funds 

which give us the ability to serve Christ and others. 

2024 Welca Designated Outreach Honoree  

St. Peter’s After School Program is blessed to be the 

recipient of being designated as an outreach ministry 

to receive support starting in January 2024.  We are 

honored to be selected as the designated outreach 

ministry and will hopefully receive needed items such 

as craft supplies, games, snacks, 

monetary donations, etc.                   

A special thank you to those who 

encouraged us to apply for this 

gift!  

2023 Contributions to Date:   April 2023 Contributions:  



 

   

T h o u g h t s  &  P r a y e r s  

Cole Barkley 

John, Summer, Timothy Barron & Family 

Amanda Barron  

Helen Barto 

Herb Brittner 

Steve Brittner 
Tom Broeren 

Jane Brown 

Cindy Caldwell (breast cancer) 

Jane Carruth (Colon Cancer - B.Barkley) 

Luke Clawson  

Jimmy Dapper  

David English (Lung Cancer) 

Diane Fair 

Bob & Joan Ferringer 

Mary, Glenn, and David Fulghum 

Beryl George 

Lori Goodwin 

Joan Gumpp 

Bill Head 

Casey Hogan 

Ella Jason  

Greg John 

Mary Lee Jones  
Carol Kerr 

Sally Kollek 

Val Kurth (Breast Cancer) 

Todd Manuel (blood cancer) 

Tom Manuel (brain tumor) 

Dick Marburger 

Diamond McCracken 

Kim Morris  

Shari Olson 

Erin Price 

Bill Puryear (cancer) 

Harold & Barb Rader 

Carol Smith (Cancer) 

Judy Smith (breathing issues – from: Teresa O’Malley) 

Tammy Dauben Speck  (Breast Cancer)       

Carrie Sphar (cancer – from: Cheryl Thomas) 

Pam Cunningham Steeb (cancer)  

Matt Thoma 

Cathy Van Dyke (Robin Van Dyke’s Sister-In-Law)  

Liam Wahl (infant in need of heart transplant) 

Elisa Walker  

Glenn Walker 

Garrie Wearing   

John & Kay Yuengert (submitted by Karen Ferrari)  

Nancy & Butch Zattiero 

PRAYERS FOR OUR HOMEBOUND  
Please contact the church office as soon as possible  

to request additions or changes. 
 

Carol Green   Gini Rinkus 
Norma Iman    Ruth Rasp  
Mary Belle McMillen  Lucille Wingard 
 

 

 

 

 

INTERCESSIONS FOR CONSOLATION IN GRIEF 

Members and friends who have entered the Church 

Triumphant in the previous 3 months: 

  

The family of Adrienne Haegg 

The family of Amber Shoemaker   

The family of Rich Israel         

The family of Zach Sutton  

The family of David “Pops” VanDyke (5-23-23) 
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S u m m e r  r e a d i n g  &  V o l u n t e e r s   

 A final decision is being made on which book 

will be selected for the summer reading      

program .  If you have read something,         

particularly about Joy (our theme for 2023) 

that you think would be a great fit for this 

program it’s not to late to make a suggestion.  

Save the following dates below and as soon 

as a decision is made books will be ordered 

and available.    

Book study dates 

are as follows:    

June 18, 25          

July 2, 16, 23, and 

30 

  

Our Bible study group ended the program year with an 

in person Bible study and celebration.  Don’t let this 

picture fool you… there was much yummy food shared 

by all and several Bibles strewn across the table along 

with sweet treats, by the end of the evening.  This 

group usually meets on-line Thursday evenings from 7-

8:30 and will resume in the fall.  Hope you can join us!  
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J u n e  C a l e n d a r  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Looking for a fun afternoon of Lutheran fellowship?  Join us 
on Wednesday, June 7th at Noon for our monthly Lutheran 
Lunch outing, this time at Harmony Inn. 
 
(Pictured to the left) Mary Jane Raupp is surprised at the 
enormity of the dish she was served in May!   Much fun was 
shared in this over sized dish for an under-sized human     
being!  Thank you to Mary Jane for being a good sport and 
taking home left-overs for several meals!  
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M a y  9 t h   C o u n c i l  M i n u t e s — U n a p p r o v e d  

Present: Pastor Johns, Robin Van Dyke, Debbie Merrison, Jane Taylor, Marlene Domhoff, Adam Price, 
Rob Burr, Casey Guerriero, Michael Bettencourt, and Dan Erin (phone) 
 

Absent: Ted Lindgren III, Rita Reifenstein, Patti Flach  
 

Visitors: None  
 

Vice Pres. Robin VanDyke called the meeting to order at 7:20 pm and Pastor Johns led us in a devotion.  
 

Minutes: Minutes from the April meeting were read and approved as written.    
 

Treasurer’s Report and Financial Secretary Report: Written reports submitted. Rob motioned to accept 
the report, 2nd by Casey. Motion carried.    
 

Pastor’s Report: Written report submitted. Pastor still is filling in as needed for St. Paul & Zion while their 
pastor has been out sick, including council and other meetings. ... Pastor attended a Zoom seminar on 
church finance. Our After School Program ministry is very similar to what they were holding up as a      
positive way forward for good ministry and stewardship.  
 

Fellowship: Written report submitted.   
 

Finance: No report. 
 

Learning Ministry/Youth: Written report submitted. Manna Night wrapped up March 29; August 16 will 
be the annual Manna water day. ... Vacation Bible School is at St. Peter's this year. Heidi Beahm and Anna 
Plank are leading the programming. ... Sunday School is ending May 21. ... Three weeks of summer camp 
will be offered this year in relation to the After School Program. ... A mission trip is in the works for SPY. ... 
The spring rummage sale brought in $1,748.25 to be split between Manna and campers. 
 

Memorial: No meeting.  
 

Mutual Ministry: No meeting.   
 

Property: Written report submitted. The spring work day is set for May 20. ... Work was done with the 
backflow preventer required by the water & sewer authority. ... The mowing schedule has been set. ... The 
partial roof replacement on the education building will happen several weeks from now. ... There is enough 
money to start the window covering project. Seven nave windows will have the covers replaced in June.   
 

Music & Worship: Written report submitted. Healing service set for May 21. ... Geranium orders will be 
taken for Pentecost. ... Confirmation for 4 youth will be June 4. ... Church picnic will be June 11. ... More 
singers are needed for choir. 
 

Anniversary: Report given. The anniversary year will kick off 2/11 with a visit by Bishop Kusserow. ... 
The cookbook is a work in progress. ... There will be an anniversary dinner at Lutherlyn on 10/24/24. 
 

Outreach: Working with other area churches and a Pittsburgh organization to bring a refugee family to our 
area. Several committees will be needed, we will probably handle the finance and education committees. 
 

Unfinished Business: None 

New Business: None 
 

Miscellaneous: Robin Peterson will reluctantly need to resign her position as church secretary due to her 
mother's poor health. The search is back on for a new church secretary. ... Gospel Life Church is now a part 
of the Evans City Ministerium. 
 

Debbie motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:39 PM, 2nd by Jane. Motion carried. Meeting closed with the 
Lord’s Prayer. Next scheduled meeting will be June 13, 2023.  
 

Respectfully submitted,   
Adam Price  
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202 Van Buren St. 

Evans City, PA  

16033 

Call us: 724-538-5810 

E-mail us 

stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net 

 

St. Peter’s 

Lutheran 

Church   

A special thank you to  

Luann & Perry Brosius  

For sponsoring the June Newsletter!  

 

 

 

 

 

S p o n s o r i n g  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r  

God’s Son  

 

 

 

Never Fails 

Website:  http://

www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org/ 

Our Staff: 

 

Pastor Brandon Johns                    

 

Heidi Beahm,  

After School Director 

 

Marlene Domhoff, 

Organist / Music Director 

 

Joe Ludwik,  

Sexton 

 

 

• The Sunday Bulletin Deadline is                     

Wednesdays at 10 am 
 

• Monthly Newsletter Deadline is the 3rd Sunday            

of each month 
 

• Summer Book Study: 9:15 am (see scheduled dates)  

• Weekly Worship Services:   

Sundays at 10:15 am 

• Check Our Weekly Calendar of other events.  

Summer Office Hours :    

M-W-F  

9 am—noon 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.cliparthut.com/clip-arts/556/september-clip-art-556545.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.cliparthut.com/sept-word-clipart.html&h=101&w=203&tbnid=49IQhkFArFkfTM:&docid=E1rrhOHXj-2X5M&ei=V-vdVY7hC4O4yQTvwKe4DQ&tbm=isch

