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This past month, you had the opportunity to see four of our young people 

affirm their Baptisms and become adult members of the church. The day 

before, we spent time together considering our faith and what it means to 

be a disciple and member of this community. It brings me joy every year to 

share some of their responses with you, because I believe that it helps our 

church family to connect across our varied generations and life  

experiences. In their answers, you may find terms or ideas that are unfamiliar to you. Ask 

our newest “adult” members about them, so that you can learn from them and they can 

learn from you. I praise God for our confirmands and the time I have been blessed to serve 

them as spiritual guide towards their Confirmation and praise God that our journey in faith is 

not through, but continues toward an even larger goal, the eternal heart of God. 
 

How does your relationship with God change your life?  

• God is the way, the light, and the life.  He lets me have a beautiful life. 

• I always feel the most “with God” when I’m going through a hard time. 

• My relationship with God has changed how I live my life in the fact that I do try not 

to live life like a rebel and follow what it’s like to be a Christian. 

• Our relationship with God should 100% change the way we live.  When being a true 

Christian, we should turn forever from our old ways and turn to God in repentance.  I 

believe I can feel God’s presence most through hard times and putting my faith in 

him. 

What is your favorite Commandment and why?  

• You shall not murder.  This is my favorite because it means two things – don’t murder 

physically but also in our hearts. 

• I don’t have one because they all serve a purpose. 

• Love the Lord you God with all your heart, soul, and mind.  I like this the most 

because it is one of the most important commandments.  And it is a great reminder 

to keep God first. 

• Treat your neighbors like yourself because we are all sinful. 

What is your least favorite Commandment or the hardest Commandment and why?  

• Do not lie, because I, yes me, sin a lot from that. 

• I don’t have one but the hardest one to obey is to have no other gods. 

 

                                 From the Pastor 
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Psalm 150:6 says, “Let everything that has breath praise the Lord,” and Psalm 34:1 says, “I will bless the 

Lord at all times; his praise shall continually be in my mouth.”  This isn’t just some for Jewish people or 

the Old Testament, as the author of Hebrews writes, “Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to 

God a sacrifice of praise – the fruit of lips that openly profess his name.”  Why do we praise God?  What 

does it look like to praise God in your life?  How do our actions play a part in praising God? How do we 

praise God in hard times?  What role does Jesus play in our praise of God? 

• We praise God because his is the beginning and the end, because he is the truth, the way, and the 

life.  We cannot get to heaven without believing in him.  We should praise God through: Prayer, Bible 

study, attending church, and ultimately rejoicing in his sacred name.  We can praise God in many 

different ways.  We can do it mentally and spiritually, by praying, and by staying in right relationship 

with God and exemplifying the fruits of the Spirit.  We can Praise God in hard times by putting our 

whole trust in God and still glorifying him through hard times.  Jesus plays a role by giving us another 

reason to be thankful to God by his death and resurrection. 

• We can pray to God.  We can go to church every day we can.  We can get baptized and listen to God’s 

words every day.  We can also learn about God almost every day.  In my life, God is one of the things 

that I like to chase. 

• Praising God in my life is worshiping him through song.  I love singing worship music.  I also feel the 

closest to God when doing so.  I love Josiah Queen’s lyrics.  They are so true to what God wants for 

us.  My favorite part of worshiping God through song is whenever I get the shivers.  

• We praise God because he has given us life and a world.  Praising God through our actions happens 

by being nice and spreading the Word.  We praise God in hard times by praying for better and 

looking to the bright side as he has said.  Jesus played the role of being the one to show us the way. 

What does it mean that you will be affirming your baptism?  

• Since my baptism was not my choice, affirming it means saying yes, I am old enough to choose that I 

want to stay with the faith. 

Write a prayer:  

• Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for letting me and everyone else live on this beautiful planet.  All of 

us have done something we shouldn’t have, whether we thought it was or not.  I pray for forgiveness 

for us all and for people who are in dark times to get past them and live a peaceful life.  Amen 

• Dear God, you are amazing!  Thank you for all you do.  I pray that you will forgive me of my sins.  

Please help me to remember you are always with me.  Amen 

• Dear God, I adore you.  Please be in my heart everywhere, anytime.  I confess I have broken your 

trust with these sins.  I thank you for having me at your holy table.  I ask for your heart and for your 

forgiveness. Amen. 

• Lord, you are mighty and powerful.  I am sorry for the sins I have committed and continue to 

commit.  Thank you so much for your mercy and sending your Son on the cross to forgive us of our 

sins.  Please continue to grant us peace and wisdom as we continue on this test.  Amen 

 

 

Pastor’s Page (Continued)  
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Congratulations to Elsa Plank, Myka Plank,  

Owen Price, and Luke Zoelle as they became  

confirmed members of St. Peter’s on Sunday, May 24th.  

Many family and friends were in attendance as  

St. Peter’s welcomed our newest voting members  

to our role books.  We pray for Elsa, Myka, 

Owen, and Luke and for their journey  

in serving others as well as our God. 

What is something you believe and how does it impact your actions? 

• I believe in coming to church as much as I can because it makes me feel better.  

• I believe that God is Creator of the heavens and earth, so I praise God for the next day. 

• I believe that we as humans are supposed to treat all with respect which changes my actions 

towards others.   

• I believe God forgives all our sins, so I don’t feel as terrible when I’ve done something wrong, but 

that is no excuse to do something wrong.  I try my best to not do wrong. 

• I believe that Jesus is Lord, it impacts every single action I make because we are commanded to 

walk as Jesus did.  

• I believe that God is just and merciful, but also loving.  This tells me that we do make mistakes 

but that Jesus will forgive us.  This shapes my actions by asking for forgiveness. 

• I believe that Jesus died for my sins and that I am renewed through his death on the cross.  This 

can help me live peacefully knowing that no matter how bad I mess up, God will always welcome 

me back to his kingdom and exemplify the fruit of the Spirit.   

• I believe that God created the heavens and the earth, the sea and all that is in them.  Through 

believing this I can focus my life on helping fulfill the Creation Mandate and strengthening my 

faith in him. 

•  

Summer Book Study – As we were 
recently reminded that none of us 
graduate from learning about God and 
growing in our faith, join us for our 
study of C.S. Lewis’s Reflections on the 
Psalms Sundays at 9:15 am, Jun. 21st – 
July 26th.  Please let Pastor Johns or the 
office know if you need a book. 
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Spring Work Day 

Many hands made the load lighter as 

things were swept, scrubbed, and 

polished. Our outdoor space was pruned, 

weeded, and mulched. Thanks to 

everyone who helped in any way to 

make our spring clean-up day successful.   
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Our SPY kids stayed after worship for lunch and 
fellowship, followed by helping to prepare materials 
for our Vacation Bible School.  What a great group! 

Our Jr. SPY also had their own gathering for dinner 
and games before monthly church game night. 

SPY  
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A special thank you to all of 
the teachers, aids, and 

substitutes who helped to 
make this a year of learning 

& growing in faith. 
 

Sunday School Wrap Up 

St. Peter’s friends and family also welcomed 
David John as our newest brother in Christ 

on Sunday, May 17th. 
Congratulations 
to proud parents,  
Kerren and Josh,  
and big siblings  
Paisley, Quinn,  
and Matthew.  
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Graduate Recognition ~ High School 

Congratulations to all of our 2026 St. Peter’s Graduates!   

 We wish you many blessings for a wonderful future.    

Recognition Sunday will be held June 7th.  

Ethan Thomas will graduate from Butler Area Senior High School. He ran Cross Country 

and Track and Field for all four years, and qualified for the PA State Meets a total of 9 times. In 

the fall, Ethan is attending Robert Morris University, where he will continue his running career 

and has been accepted into the 5 year MBA program. 

 

Paige N. Volz graduated with high honors from Seneca Valley High School at the end of 

May. Through her high school career, she was extremely active in Student Council where she was 

chairman of numerous committees.  She was a member of the symphonic band for three years 

playing the flute. After auditions was chosen for the Wind Ensemble band for her senior year in 

high school.  As a senior student she joined the Pottery Club and was elected Treasurer. Paige’s 

most achieved activity in high school was her playing for the Seneca Valley Fastpitch Softball 

team for four years.  She gained a Varsity letter during her junior year, and her senior year became 

captain of the softball team. As a senior Paige was chosen for the First Team as an outfielder for 

The Western Pennsylvania Big 56 Athletic Conference.  Through all her accomplishments Paige 

was offered the opportunity to attend PennWest University of California where she will continue 

her softball and academic career.  There she plans on studying pre-physical therapy as well as 

playing as an outfielder as a California Vulcan on their softball team. Paige has been able to 

achieve a 4.0 for her high school years as well as being active within her school while working at 

Passavant Retirement Communities since February of 2023.  Congratulations Paige on all the 

accomplishments and good luck to you at California University.   

 

Colton Wearing will graduate from Mars Area High School.  He is continuing his 

education at Butler County Community College.  Colton also keeps busy with the landscaping 

business he and his brother run. 
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Graduate Recognition ~ College 

Julia Lingenfelter On May 17, 2026, Julia Lingenfelter graduated Summe Cum Laude and 

designation of Honors for her senior thesis from The University of Pennsylvania.  She earned a 

BA in English, concentration in Creative Writing, and a minor in Journalistic Writing.  While 

attending UPenn, Julia was a Staff Writer, Section Editor, Features Editor, and then Print 

Managing Editor for 34th Street Magazine. She was also on staff at the Kelly Writer’s House 

helping plan literary events, giving tours, and helping with recruitment and fundraising efforts.  

Julia won several writing/journalism awards, including The Parker Prize for Journalistic Writing 

1st & 3rd prizes, the 2025 Albert Clark Award presented by Theta Alpha Kappa NHS for Religious 

Studies, and the UPenn 2025 Ibn Sina Prize from the Religious Studies Department.  After 

graduation, Julia will be heading to Kalispell Montana, where she will be participating in a 6-

month journalism fellowship at the Flathead Beacon, working as local reporter/journalist and 

contributor to the Flathead Living quarterly magazine.   

 

Jacob Vicheck graduated from Robert Morris University with a Bachelor’s of Science in 

Nursing.  During his 4 years at school he worked at UPMC Passavent North Hills as a patient care 

tech on the stroke medical surgical floor.  He also continued to volunteer at the Evans City 

Volunteer Fire Department.  He has been hired by UPMC Passavent North Hills full time upon 

completion of his state boards in June.  His goal is to transfer to ICU and then become a flight 

nurse. 
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Sunday, June 14th after Worship 

Hot dogs and drinks will be provided. 
Everything else is pot luck,  

so please bring a dish to share if able. 
Hang out after the food for  

outdoor games  at the tables in the  
picnic shelter and in the yard.   

Bring your favorite of those to share too! 
  

Announcements 

Helen’s Helpers & Nancy’s Needlers meet 
once a month to work on sewing service 
projects.  They are currently working on 
school kit bags.  These sewers will be happy 
to have you join them.  No experience 
necessary.  There are tasks that can be done 
by all skill levels.  This month they will meet 
on Monday, June 8th at 10 am.  

Join us on Saturday, June 20th 
for the fun & fellowship of 

game night at 6:30 pm. You can 
bring and share drinks, snacks, 

& friends to participate!  

Join in on the fun on Friday, June 5th at noon 
for cards and a pot luck lunch.  500 Bid is a fun 

game and those with experience are  
willing to teach beginners too! 

 

St. Peter’s Softball Schedule Games— 
SRU MAC games start at 6:30 pm,                               

Middle Lancaster games start at 6:15 pm;                                           
all doubleheaders 

            

              June 3 @ ML             June 29 @ ML                                 

              June 8 @ML              July 9 @ ML 

              June 19* @ ML         July 13 @ MAC 

              June 25 @ ML 

                       
 
 

The June 19th game will be our 

FAN APPRECIATION NIGHT!   

We always have the best fans, so please plan to 

come to as many games as you can, but especially 

mark your calendar for June 19th.   

The rain date will be June 29th. 

          Interested In Serving Others?  
              Usually the Second Sunday   
                                     of each month you can stay  
                                     after worship and help pack  
                                     food for the food cupboard  
                                     to distribute the first and             
                                     third Friday of the month.   
 

For the month of June we have  
offered to donate cleaning products 
Suggestions include:  floor cleaner,  
sanitizing wipes, widow cleaner,  
toilet bowl cleaner, scouring pads, etc.   
  
 

If you enjoy a good meal and good people, please consider being a part of  

this month’s Lunch Bunch and bring whoever you want to join in on the fun.       

Lunch Bunch will be Wednesday, June 10th at 12:00 pm at Breakneck Tavern.            

Please let Pastor know ahead of time so we can reserve the right number of seats.  

We order from the menu & lunch is Dutch treat.  We hope to see you! 

                           Our General Meeting is 
Tuesday, June 16th at 6:30pm.  All women 
are invited to gather to review and plan 
the work of our church women and the 
fellowship of sharing a tureen dinner.  
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Birthdays and More Summer Events  

 
June Birthdays 

St. Peter’s Church Family 
Wishes Many Blessings to You! 

  

    1 Colleen Prenovitz           12 Pam Volz 

    5 Leah Vassilaros               16 Jen Vicheck 

    5 Josh Green           19 Emma Plank 

    6 Cora Plank                        22 Patti Flach 

    6 Inez Schmidt           23 Bill Painter III  

    7 Amanda Johns                 23 Troy Anthony 

    8 Nadine Daniels           25 Matthew Green 

    9 Heinie Raupp           29 Jim Merrison  

  10 Casey Guerriero             29 Penelope Erin 

  11 Matt Jason    

  11 Violet Jason 
  

  

 

Peach Potluck - Join us after worship on Sunday, July 19th for this fun event!                                                   

What can you bring?  Please bring a peach-themed dish to share if able, and be prepared for                       

many mouth-watering delights!  The fellowship committee will provide paper plates, bowls, and silverware.   
 

 

       Corn Roast – Our annual corn roast will be held on Saturday, August 15th at 5:30 pm.    

                                            Please bring a side dish or dessert to share.  

                              The night’s fun will include rounds of Bingo with prizes.   
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April 2026 Contributions:  

A Financial Update – To keep everyone informed     

about our current financial situation, the  

reconciled treasurers report of our current fund 

as of the end of April 2026 is as  follows: 
 

Current Fund ($3,772.10) 

Memorial Fund $11,622.05 

Youth Fund $9,432.26 

Manna Fund $6,628.19 

Priority Project Fund $2,810.90 

After School Program $7,806.99 
 

Many thanks to those who continue to give 
to these funds which give us the ability to  
serve Christ and others. 

Financial Facts 

2026 Contributions to Date:  

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for June  

will support Evans City Fire Department.  

If you would like to support this cause, 

please mark the “Other” line on your                       

contribution envelope:  EC Fire Dept.  
 

 

Bathroom Renovation Update:   
Still a work in progress.  The tile is being  
cut and carefully placed.  Thank you for your 
patience and your support of this project. 
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PRAYERS FOR OUR HOMEBOUND 
Please contact the church office as soon as possible  

to request additions or changes. 

    Gini Rinkus             

    Nancy Zattiero 

 

     

      

   

   Cole Barkley 

John, Summer, Timothy Barron & Family 

Peter Barry 

Debbie Beahm 

Ricky Benson 

Tom Broeren 

Eilene Budisky 

Kay Burr 

Lisa Burr 

Arlene Cameron 

Jane Carruth (Colon Cancer - B.Barkley) 

Luke Clawson  

Donna Daugherty  

David English (Lung Cancer) 

Diane Fair 

Michelle Follet & Family 

Mary, Glenn, and David Fulghum 

Lori Goodwin 

Patti Grubbs 

Casey Guerriero 

Joan Gumpp 

Richard Hutchins (Cancer) 

Annastyn Hogan 

Stephanie Hogan 

Ella Jason  

Greg John  

Val Kurth (Breast Cancer) 

   Todd Manuel (Blood Cancer) 

 

    

Diane Marburger 

Joe Marburger 

Patty Marburger 

Jane Mashuda 

Diamond McCracken 

Berty McMillen 

Carmen and Sandra Morra 

Cole Moretti (Cancer) 

Matt Morris  

Mark Phillips 

Emma Plank 

Jason Plank 

Erin Price 

Bill Puryear (Cancer) 

Lori Rasp 

Rick Reifenstein 

Tammi Rossi 

Dominick Scarpino 

Pastor Tony Schneck 

Kay Marburger Terry 

Julie W 

Garrie Wearing 

Marshall White 

Roland Wise  

Pat Wolfe  

Audray Muscatello Yost   

    

INTERCESSIONS FOR CONSOLATION IN GRIEF 

Members and friends who have entered the  

Church Triumphant in the previous 3 months: 

The family of: 

Pat Sammons 
 

Thoughts and Prayers 
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May 12, 2026 

Present:     Staci  Bettencourt, Pat Capella, Bev Critchlow (Zoom), Patti Flach,  Janice Hogan, Pastor Johns,      
Ted Lindgren II,  Linda Schmidt, Robin VanDyke, Corey Walker, Marge Wearing 

Absent:  Casey Guerriero, Robin Plank 

Devotions:  President Ted Lindgren called the meeting to order at 7:09 P.M.  Following this, the Pastor shared 
topics ranging from online Amazon reviews to those about faith and denominations and how they relate to 
online praise and evangelism.  Discussion and prayers came after this. 

Minutes:  The April meeting minutes were read and approved.  Robin V. motioned to accept the minutes and 
it was seconded by Corey.  Motion carried. 

Reception of Visitors/Communications:  None 

Pastor’s Report:  A detailed, written report was submitted addressing additional Easter services, numerous 
activities that included at least eight meetings, one wedding, two home/hospital visits, and a baptism.  
Planning for the softball season has also begun. 

Treasurer’s Report and the Financial Secretary’s Report:  The April report was reviewed and discussed.   

Financial:   No written report was submitted.  The Current Fund continues to be negative. 

Fellowship:  A written report was submitted.   Approximately 35 people will be attending the Pirate game that 
is scheduled for May 30th. The church picnic is scheduled for June 14th.  This year’s Cornhole Tournament will 
be held on June 27th.  A Peach Potluck will follow our Sunday service on July 19th.  There will be baptisms on 
May 17th and on June 7th.  A spaghetti dinner fundraiser may be held on October 3rd.  The next Rummage 
Sale will be in September. 

Learning Ministry/Youth:  A written report was submitted detailing the meeting on Sunday, April 26th.  
Sunday School will end on May 17th.  The Summer Mission Trip to Ocean City is planned for the week of July 
19th.  Patti shared that the monies raised from the May 1st and 2nd Rummage Sale totaled over $1,790.00 
and will be distributed among Lutherlyn Camperships, the Mission Trip, After-School Program and Manna 
Night.  St. Peter’s will host VBS this summer from June 15th-19th.  Kid Kamp occurs during the week of June 
8th-12th.  Summer Book Study begins on Sunday, June 21st. 

Memorial:  No written report was provided.  Missal binders have been purchased. 

Mutual Ministry:   No written report was provided.  No official meeting was held. 

Property:   A written report was submitted that included a review of the progress related to the bathroom 
renovations.  At the meeting, committee members discussed the upper lot paving project.  We are waiting on 
grant funding for this.  Work Day is scheduled to begin at 8:30 A.M. on Saturday, May 16th.  Ideas about the 
hillside flower cross were discussed.  $250.00 from Thrivent raised from the purchase of Easter flowers will be 
used for this project.  The fire extinguishers have been checked.  

 

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church Council Minutes 
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Worship and Music:  A written report was submitted. Lenten and Holy Week services were well attended.  
Order forms for geraniums are due on May 10th.  June 14th will be the last Sunday for the church choir.  
Setting #8 will begin on June 21st. An outdoor service for the summer is also being planned.  Upcoming 
services include the following: 

● Healing Service–5/13 
● David Green’s Baptism–5/17 
● Pentecost–5/24 
● Confirmation of Elsa & Myka Plank, Owen Price, Luke Zoelle–5/24 
● Jace Kenney Baptism–6/7 
● Honor Our Graduates:  Ethan Thomas, Paige Volz, Colton Wearing–6/7 
● Church Picnic–6/14 

Unfinished Business:  

Bathroom Project:  The goal for finishing this project was extended due to additional work that needed to be 
completed.  At this time we have not had to borrow money for this project.. 

Upper Parking Lot Project:   Any day the church should receive the first quarter of the grant’s check.   

New Business/Miscellaneous:  There was no new business at this time. 

The next meeting is scheduled for June 9, 2026 at 7:00 P.M.  

Adjournment and Prayer:  The meeting was adjourned at 8:14 P.M.   Corey moved to adjourn and it was 
seconded by Robin.  Motion carried.  The meeting concluded with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Patti Flach, Council Secretary 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
U
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This year we are attending The Ohio Star Theater at Dutch Valley, Sugarcreek, Ohio. 
Those of us traveling together will leave the church at 9 am to make our meal reservation at 11:30 am. 
Ticket Reservation deadline is September 1st.  Please see the sign-up sheet on the table in Luther Hall. 

 

Calendar and Elijah Outing  

Saturday, October 10th  

Time:  1:00 pm 

Cost:  $70/adult ticket* 

              $54/child ticket* 

*tickets include buffet style meal 
 

Only 35 tickets available! 
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The Sunday Bulletin Deadline is 

Wednesdays at 10 am 
 

Monthly Newsletter Deadline is the  
3rd Sunday of each month 

 

Weekly Worship Service on Sundays at 10:15 am 

Check Our Weekly Calendar for other events.  

Office Hours for Secretary:    

Monday-Wednesday-Friday 9 am—noon 

 

This newsletter is sponsored  

by Luann & Perry Brosius 
 

Blessings to the new confirmands: 

Elsa Plank, Myka Plank,  

Owen Price, and Luke Zoelle 

 

Congratulations and blessings to our  

new college and high school graduates.   

We pray for your continued success  

in all that you do! 

 

St. Peter’s  

Lutheran Church   

202 Van Buren St. 

Evans City, PA  

16033 
  

Call us: 724-538-5810 

E-mail us 

stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net 
  

God’s Son  

  

  

 

Never Fails 

Website:  

www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org 

Our Staff: 
  

Pastor Brandon Johns  
 

Heidi Beahm, 
After School Director 

                
Marlene Domhoff, 

Organist / Music Director 
 

Joe Ludwik, Sexton 
 

Christine Johns,     
Secretary 


