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 “Come, let us worship and bow down, 

  let us kneel before the Lord our maker.”  ~Psalm 95:6 

On Transfiguration Sunday, the children sat transfixed, eyes locked on 

the box they recognized from last PumpkinFest as a treasure chest.  It 

had been a pirate theme, and completing the challenge of finding all the 

pieces to the map in the spooky house granted them a treasure from that very chest.  There 

were toys, stickers, and even “gold” dollar coins available.  As I watched them, I could 

practically see their imaginations running wild with what other treasures might be revealed 

in that chest.  However, when we opened it, the chest was empty. 

The point there was twofold.  One being that our praise, like the ornate wooden chest, can 

appear rich and full, but actually be empty inside.  Our sin, our lived distrust of the 

providence of God, separates us from God.  Those places within ourselves that house the 

spirit of God become hollowed out whenever we push God and God's will for us to the 

periphery.  Likewise, our praise, which mirrors our hearts, becomes drained of its real 

meaning, hollowed out, whenever our lives fail to reflect attunement to God. 

Like a treasure chest without treasure inside, words of praise without actions that would 

bring God praise appear pleasing but are really disappointing.  Lent, then, is the time that 

we collectively have set aside for course correction.  Repentance, worship, fasting, prayer, 

and works of love, the disciplines of Lent, help us to open our hollow spaces to God's 

presence in us.  As we become more attuned to God with us, alive in us, our will comes into 

greater harmony with God's intention for us.  With hearts filled with the love of God, we 

begin to understand and live the true righteousness that God desires of us and return the 

vibrancy to our praise.  None of this should be reserved for the season of Lent alone, but 

that is the season upon us, so now is the time. 

Days later, Kate asked me if the letters spelling our word of highest praise were still in the 

treasure chest, or if I took them out and then just pretended the box had something in 

it.  Friends, let me assure you, like I did Kate, that the letters are still in there, waiting.  This 

is the second point of the message from that day.  We put our word of highest praise in a 

treasure chest, as a reminder that praise is a treasure.  It should not be demeaned, 

discounted, or dismissed.  God highly values our praise, wove it into the plan for Creation 

even.  If the Creator of the Cosmos, the Holy One, so treasures our praise, then we do well 

to remember its great worth.   

 

                                 From the Pastor 
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On Ash Wednesday, we heard again Jesus teaching his disciples and the crowd that we should store our 

treasure with God, because our heart will be where our treasure is (Mt 6:19-21).  Remember that your 

praise is treasure.  Therefore, whatever we praise with our actions and words has some piece of our 

hearts, our very selves.  Let us not waste our valuable praise on that which is not of God, which is like 

handing ourselves over to death.  Rather, like the letters in the chest in the nave, let us store our praise in 

God, whose heart is the best of all treasure chests. 

In this season where our word of highest praise is buried, we remember that we buried it in the Lord, who 

alone can breathe new life into it.  Accordingly, we do not cease to praise God, but ask for God’s blessing 

to help us to truly praise God with all that we say and do, so that vitality returns.  May the Holy Spirit fill 

the hollow spaces in your hearts and lives, bringing your spirit from death to life.  As you then live and love 

with God's own heart, may your praise be resurrected with Christ.  Beloved, may your treasure always be 

held safely in the eternal hands of God. 

Pastor’s Page (Continued) and March Volunteers 
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Shrove Tuesday 

A special thank you to the many hands 
that helped make this evening a success.  

Many of St. Peter’s friends and family 
enjoyed homemade pancakes & sausage.  
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Talent Show 

It was lights, cameras, action on Tuesday, February 17th at St. Peter’s.  Many wonderful, funny, and fun 
talents were shared by St. Peter’s family and friends!  We heard special musical talents using voices and 

instruments as well as jokes, poems, riddles, dancing, and more.   
St. Peter’s Rocks appeared in a routine much to the enjoyment of the audience.   

The evening concluded with the burning of the 2025 palms in preparation for the Ash Wednesday service. 
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Talent Show Continued 

The evening ended with 
The Rite of 

Blessing Palms to Ashes 
 
1 Have mercy on me, O God, 

according to your steadfast 

love; according to your 

abundant mercy blot out my 

transgressions.  2 Wash me 

thoroughly from my iniquity, 

and cleanse me from my sin. 

     Psalm 51 
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Join your church family and friends for the monthly lunch outing 
Wednesday, March 11 at 12 pm.  

This month’s restaurant is The Harmony Inn.   
Anyone is welcome to attend, please let Pastor Johns know how  

many will be joining from your party so he can pass the information 
along to RSVP.  Stay tuned each month for the lunch date so  

you don’t miss out on an afternoon of fun and fellowship.   

 

500 Card Club – will meet this month on 

Friday, March 6 at noon.  Everyone is 

invited and encouraged to attend –  

no experience needed!  

If you would like to learn to play you are  

welcome to join in  the fun.  It’s a potluck 

event so bring whatever you  

                   would like to share. 

Food Drive – Thank you to everyone who donated     
peanut butter and jelly in January. In March, we will 
focus on collecting condiments for the Food Cupboard. 

Announcements 

Helen’s Helpers & Nancy’s Needlers meet 
once  a month to work on sewing service 
projects.  They are currently working on adult 
clothing protectors and will switch to school 
kit bags in a few months.  These sewers will be 
happy to have you join them.  No experience 
necessary.  There are tasks that can be done 
by all skill levels.  This month they will meet on 
Tuesday, March 10th.  

Join us the 2nd Sunday of 
each month after worship to 

pack food for folks in our 
community in need of a little 

extra help each month.  

Join us on March 21st for the 
fun & fellowship of game night 
at 6:30 pm. You can bring and 
share drinks, snacks, & friends 

to participate!  
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Announcements 

Rummage Sale - Reduce - Reuse - Recycle     

at St. Peter’s with our Spring Rummage Sale 

which is set for May 2- 3.  Limited space for 

storing donations is available upstairs, which 

can be arranged with Pastor.  However, most 

donations, especially large items will need to 

wait until April 26, to keep the space nice for 

the wedding on 4/25.  Large furniture items 

and electronics are acceptable as long as 

those who bring them are willing to take 

them back if they don’t sell.  Thank you! 

St. Peter’s Lutherlyn Campers are selling Easter candy 
again this year to help defray the cost of attending 
camp.  Please support the kids by buying yummy 

Easter candy.  Orders are due by March 10th.         
Candy is distributed on Palm Sunday, March 29th. 

Softball— If you are interested in playing on the  
St. Peter’s softball team this season, please talk to  
Pastor Johns, who is the coach of our team.  Games are 
held during the week at the Middle Lancaster Field 
mostly and occasionally in  Slippery Rock from May 
through the beginning of August, with spring training 
held in April.  No try outs, but preseason “conditioning” 
and stretching are strongly recommended.  
Everyone is welcome to participate or to be part of the 
best cheer squad in the league!   

We will have a later 

start during the 

season of Lent.  Join 

online at 8 pm after 

the worship service.  

DONATIONS NEEDED!  

We are looking forward to St. Peter’s annual 

Sunday School Easter Egg Hunt on Easter 

morning at 9 am.  If you are able to donate 

items for our children, things such as small 

prizes, and allergy safe candy (individual   

serving size):  smarties, starburst, skittles, 

nerds, Swedish fish, and anything else you can 

think of would be much appreciated.  We do 

not need plastic Easter eggs as we have been 

given many in previous years.  Thanks! 

 
Come join us at the Pirates 
game, Saturday May 30th.  
Tickets are $39 ($5 loaded 
value), and on a 1st come,  
1st serve basis.  We currently 
have 4 seats in the 
handicapped section with the 
rest just below them in 
Section 131.  All tickets must 
be reserved by April 12.  
Please contact Pastor or the 
office if you’re interested  
in going. 
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Looking Ahead… Lent / Holy Week/ Easter   

March 5  Meager Meal 6 pm  

  Service 7 pm  

March 12  Meager Meal 6 pm  

  Service 7 pm  

March 19 Meager Meal 6 pm  

  Service 7 pm  

March 26 Meager Meal 6 pm  

  Service 7 pm  

March 29 Palm Sunday  

April 1  Silent Communion Service  

  available from 6:30 - 8 pm  

April 2  Seder Meal 6:30 pm  

April 3  Good Friday  

  Community Crosswalk—noon                        
  (beginning at Ritzert Hall and           

 ending at St. Peter’s) 

  St. Peter’s Worship Service 7 pm  

April 3-5   Keeping the Word Alive vigil 

April 5   Sunrise Service 7 am                                          

  Easter Breakfast 8 am                                                  

  Sunday School & Egg Hunt 9 am                 

              Festal Worship 10:15 am  

  

  
Meager Meals                                                                           

Continuing – March 5th  thru March 26th.  
On Thursday evenings at 6pm, we gather before 

worship to eat soup and bread together.  If you would 
like to provide either for a night or multiple nights, 

                             there is a sign-up in Luther Hall.  
                             Plan to stay for the 7pm weekly  
                                  Lenten Worship Service. 

Lent & Holy Week 

Holy Week is one of the most spiritually intense times of 
the whole year, and mirroring the way the Gospels slow 
down to follow Jesus’ every move during his passion 
week provides us with rich ground for strengthening the 
roots of our faith.   
From the conclusion of our Good Friday evening      
service until the beginning of Easter service, we will  be 
participating in Keeping the Word Alive at the Foot of the 
Cross.  For about thirty-six hours, we will read continually 
through the Gospel of Matthew, broken only by readers 
taking time for prayer or using other devotional material 
to reflect on the magnitude of Jesus’ sacrificial love for 
us.  Our thirty-six hour vigil represents the time Christ lay 
dead in the tomb, but giving audible voice to God’s Word 
reminds us that death is not the victor in this battle.  
Also, this time of incarnating the Word teaches us that 
we not only play a part in Jesus’ death but in the on-
going life of his Body.  There will be a poster in Luther 
Hall where you can take a slot or slots to be a reader.  If 
you would prefer not to be in the building alone, please 
consider asking someone to be a partner with you during 
your time slot.  If you need help finding a person to keep 
watch with you, please reach out to Pastor.   
Please consider this opportunity to live into Jesus’   
request of the disciples at Gethsemane to remain with 
him and stay awake with him (Mt 26:38), and if you have 
any questions please talk to Pastor or the Worship 
Committee.  Although reading from the sanctuary offers 
some of the deepest spiritual benefits, we will again offer 
the opportunity to read from home through Zoom. 

Lenten Giving – This year’s Fasting for Change donations 
will go to Lutheran Service Society with a focus on their 
foster care program for children. Coin boxes are on 
tables in Luther Hall or you are welcome to mark the 
“Other” line on your contribution envelope LSS.  You 
may choose to donate weekly, or give the sum of your 
savings at the end of Lent.  Our offerings made during 
Meager Meals and in the Lent Special Offering 
envelopes will go to Priority Projects as we raise funds 
to pay for our downstairs bathroom renovations. 
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     1 Steve VanDyke    12 Gary Barnhart 

     1 Deb Mort     12 Kasen Critchlow 

     2 Pastor Beverly Banyay   12 Lucy Merrison 

     2 Nathan Critchlow   13 Zachary Humes 

     2 Lorcan Merrison    14 Troy Barnhart 

     2 Wesley Schmidt     24 James Thomas 

     3 Elsa Plank    24 Donald Reedy 

     3 Myka Plank    24 Carter Johns 

     5 Ryan Bonicky    24 Peyton Wearing 

     8 Mary Jane Raupp   25 Rita Reifenstein  

     9 Robin VanDyke    25 Cassandra Zoelle 

  11 Ethan Thomas    27 Staci Bettencourt 

    

  

  

   Sundays in March 

     9:00 am   Sunday School 

   10:15 am   Worship 

   11:30 am   Fellowship 

   11:45 am Bell Choir Practice 
  

  Wednesdays in March 

  10:00 am       Community Quilters 

    5:30 pm   Manna Night          

    7:00 pm   Senior Choir Practice 
      

  Thursdays in March 

    9:00 am   Quilting 

    6:00 pm Meager Meal 

    7:00 pm  Lenten Service 

    8:00 pm   Bible Study 
  
  

   February 22   

    6:30 pm Game Night   

Birthdays and More Announcements  
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A special thank you to everyone who 

helped  to make the hoagie fundraiser 

for our After School Program a success 

this year.  We are grateful that we 

raised over $1,030. Thrivent Financial 

provided seed money in the amount of 

$250 to get the fundraiser started.  

Funds raised will help us to provide 

tuition assistance to students and 

families in need as well as purchasing 

needed supplies for the program.  Thank 

you again for all of your love and  

support!  Heidi Beahm   

  

 

St. Peter’s annual congregational bulletin of reports was 

held on Sunday, February 1st immediately following the 

worship service.  A special thank you to Bev Critchlow 

and the fellowship committee for hosting the potluck 

luncheon.  If you did not receive a copy of the report, 

they are available on the reading table in Luther Hall.  

Thank you to the many committee chairpersons that 

submitted reports reflecting the importance of the     

work they do here at St. Peters! 

  

 

Thank Yous 

Thank you for your donation to the 

EDCO Park Foundation.  Because of 

caring groups like you, together we can 

make a difference in our community. 

We are so grateful for  

your support of Lutherlyn.   

Thank you for our  

contributions in 2025. 

A special thank you to Heinie 

Raupp for fixing the door 

handle in Luther Hall. At the 

moment is also a new key for 

that door. If you are a holder 

of a church key it will not 

work as it once did for  

this door. 
 

A special thank you to the 

members of St. Peter’s that 

contributed to the memorial fund 

in memory of Troy Barkley.   

Your love and kindness is greatly 

appreciated.  He is lovingly 

remembered and greatly missed.  

Thank you, Beverly, Scott, & Tara 

Barkley 
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January 2026 Contributions:  A Financial Update – To keep everyone informed 

about our current financial situation, the  

reconciled treasurers report of our current fund 

as of the end of January 2026 is as  follows: 
 

Current Fund $937.18 

Memorial Fund $13,861.79 

Youth Fund $9,356.98 

Manna Fund $6,754.12 

Priority Project Fund $16,551.23 

After School Program $7,756.18 

Many thanks to those who continue to give 
to these funds which give us the ability to  
serve Christ and others. 

Financial Facts 

 

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for March 
 will support Camp Lutherlyn  

(This is not the same thing as St. Peter’s Campers.)  
 

 

 

If you would like to support this cause  

please mark the “Other” line on your  

contribution envelope Camp Lutherlyn.  

Giving To Synod Benevolence in 2026 

Just a quick reminder that if you would like to give 

to Synod Benevolence in 2026 (giving to the greater 

church that reaches beyond the doors of St. Peter’s) 

you can choose to mark your contribution envelope    

in the benevolence section.   

Just a reminder: if you do not mark your 

contribution envelope 10% of your entire donation 

will go to synod benevolence, as approved by 

church council.  St. Peter’s pledged $15,000 to 

synod benevolence in 2026.  Hopefully we reach 

our goal again this year.   

Many thanks to the audit team for accomplishing 
the massive task of auditing 4 years of church 

finances. The finance committee it beyond 
grateful to have this task accomplished! 
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PRAYERS FOR OUR HOMEBOUND 
Please contact the church office as soon as possible  

to request additions or changes. 

    Gini Rinkus             

    Nancy Zattiero 

 

     

      

   

   Cole Barkley 

John, Summer, Timothy Barron & Family 

Peter Barry 

Ricky Benson 

Tom Broeren 

Eilene Budisky 

Kay Burr 

Lisa Burr 

Jane Carruth (Colon Cancer - B.Barkley) 

Luke Clawson  

David English (Lung Cancer) 

Diane Fair 

Mary, Glenn, and David Fulghum 

Lori Goodwin 

Joan Gumpp 

Patti Grubbs 

Richard Hutchins (Cancer) 

Stephanie Hogan 

Ella Jason  

Greg John  

Val Kurth (Breast Cancer) 

  

    

   Todd Manuel (Blood Cancer) 

Diane Marburger 

Joe Marburger 

Patty Marburger 

Jane Mashuda 

Diamond McCracken 

Berty McMillen 

Carmen and Sandra Morra 

Cole Moretti (Cancer) 

Matt Morris  

Mark Phillips 

Emma Plank 

Jason Plank 

Erin Price 

Bill Puryear (Cancer) 

Lori Rasp 

Rick Reifenstein 

Dominick Scarpino 

Pastor Tony Schneck 

Kay Marburger Terry 

Julie W 

Garrie Wearing 

Roland Wise  

Pat Wolfe  

Audray Muscatello Yost   

    

INTERCESSIONS FOR CONSOLATION IN GRIEF 

Members and friends who have entered the  

Church Triumphant in the previous 3 months: 
 

The families of: 

 Joan Harbaugh 

 Cody Detwiler 

Thoughts and Prayers 
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February 10, 2026 

Present:   Staci Bettencourt, Pat Capella, Bev Critchlow, Patti Flach, Casey Guerriero, Jan Hogan, Pastor 
Johns, Ted Lindgren II, Robin Plank (Zoom), Linda Schmidt, Robin VanDyke, Marge Wearing 
Absent:  Corey Walker 
 

Reception of Visitors:  None 
 

President Ted Lindgren called the meeting to order at 7:10 P.M.  Following this, the Pastor and Council 
members discussed memories about the doxology.  Afterwards prayers were shared. 
 

Minutes:  Minutes from the January meeting were read and approved as amended (Ted nominated Robin to 
be VP).  Patti motioned to accept the minutes and it was seconded by Linda.  Motion carried. 
 

Pastor’s Report:  A detailed, written report was submitted that included numerous activities, such as the MLK 
Volunteer Day , as well as several meetings and a change to a Saturday service due to the weather.  Robin 
motioned to approve and it was seconded by Pat Capella.   Motion carried 
 

Treasurer’s Report and the Financial Secretary’s Report:  The January report was reviewed and 
discussed.  Concerns regarding the bill from the Sewer and Water Authority needs to be investigated.  A 
motion to accept was made by Robin and seconded by Jan.  The motion carried. 
 

Financial:   A written report was submitted.  A  recommendation to consolidate the Church’s and Manna 
Night’s petty cash to one account was made.  The Lent offering from the envelopes and Meager Meals is 
recommended to be designated for the bathroom renovations/Priority Projects.  In addition, Fasting for 
Change has been designated to the Lutheran Service Society.  The bathroom renovation project was previously 
approved at the Bulletin of Reports.  Funding for this will reflect this order:  priority projects, undesignated 
and family approved memorial donations, and a loan from the St. Peter’s youth money market account.  Pat 
seconded the recommendation.  Motion carried. 
 

Fellowship:  A written report was submitted.  The Fish Dinner is being planned for March 20th from 4:00-
6:30.  $200 raised from this will be given to EDCO Park.  The remaining amount will go toward the Priority 
Project.  Casey seconded this.  Motion carried. 
 

Learning Ministry/Youth:  No written report was submitted; however, a Youth calendar has been sent out to 
families.. 
 

Memorial:  No written report was provided.   
 

Mutual Ministry:   No written report was provided.  Brief feedback focusing on the Pastor's Annual Report 
occurred.  
 

Property:   A detailed, written report was submitted.  It was suggested that a different exterminator be hired 
to take care of the vole situation that affects the Daffodil Cross.  Jan seconded it, and the motion carried.  In 
addition, topics included boiler issues, the possibility of an Eagle Scout project, the potential paving of the 
driveway, and several other items. 
 

Worship and Music:  A written report was submitted.  It addressed the Bulletin of Reports and Luncheon, 
Shrove Tuesday, Ash Wednesday, Meager Meals and other topics.  A Seder Meal; is planned for April 
2nd.  Linda seconded these recommendations.  Motion carried. 
 

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church Council Minutes 
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Unfinished Business:  
Bathroom Project:  If anyone else is interested in helping Heinie select materials for the bathrooms, please let 
Pastor know.  A female’s input would be valuable.  Bev and Stacey both volunteered to help with this. 
 

New Business/Miscellaneous:   
Basement Space Usage:  The Food Cupboard might use what was the Men’s Clothing Cupboard to store some 
of their items.  The Women’s room might be used for additional storage.  All agreed with these ideas. 
The next meeting is scheduled for March 10, 2026 at 7:00 P.M.  
 

Adjournment and Prayer:  The meeting was adjourned at 8:54 P.M.    
Casey moved to adjourn and it was seconded by Staci.  Motion carried.  The meeting concluded with the 
Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Patti Flach, Council Secretary 
 

 

 

Council Minutes (continued) and Easter Flowers 

Although we walk this journey 

of Lent and to the cross, we do 

so with the Easter hope of the 

empty tomb and resurrection.  

If you would like to and are 

able to contribute towards the 

joy and praise that day through 

flowers, the form is here and 

will be in future bulletins and 

know that your contribution is 

appreciated.  A Thrivent card 

has been secured to help us 

keep the costs down and extra 

funds will go towards restoring 

our hillside flower cross. 
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Calendar 

 

Looking Ahead: 

March 20 – Fish Dinner 

April 5 – Easter Breakfast 

May 30 – Pirates Outing 

June 7 – Graduation Recognition 

June 14 – Church Picnic 

June 27 – Rege Rengers Memorial 

       Cornhole Tournament 
 

July 19 – Peach Potluck 

August 15 – Corn Roast 

Jr. SPY & SPY Events 
 

March 8 – After worship until 2:00pm 

                   Food pack up, Lunch & Games 

March 20 – 6-8:00pm  

                   Clean up after Fish Fry & Games 

April 3 – 8pm-1:00am  

                   Good Friday Youth Group 

April 18 – 5-8:30pm 

                  ALL SPY Dinner, Devotions, & Games 

May 2 – 6-8:00pm 

     ALL SPY Youth Group 

May 16 – 5-8:30  

     Jr. SPY Dinner, Devotions, & Games  

May 17 – After worship until 2:00pm  

                 SPY only, Lunch & Games 

June 5 – 5-9:00pm – End of Year Party 
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The Sunday Bulletin Deadline is 

Wednesdays at 10 am 

Monthly Newsletter Deadline is the  

3rd Sunday of each month 

Sunday School at 9 am 

Weekly Worship Service on Sundays at 10:15 am 

Check Our Weekly Calendar of other events.  

Office Hours for Secretary:    

Monday thru Friday 9 am—noon 

March   2026 
 

 

This newsletter is sponsored by  

Robin & Steve VanDyke 

in honor of their  

41st Wedding Anniversary  
 

St. Peter’s Lutheran 

Church   

202 Van Buren St. 

Evans City, PA  

16033 
  

Call us: 724-538-5810 

E-mail us 

stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net 
  

God’s Son  

  

  

 

Never Fails 

Website:  

http://www.stpeterslutheranevansc

ity.org/ 

Our Staff: 
  

Pastor Brandon Johns  
 

Heidi Beahm, 
After School Director 

                
Marlene Domhoff, 

Organist / Music Director 
 

Joe Ludwik, Sexton 
 

Christine Johns,        
Interim Secretary 


