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From the Pastor:  

 “O Lord, give strength to your people;  

 give them, O Lord, the blessings of peace.” Psalm 29:11 
 

Shalom.  Shalom is Hebrew for peace, but it’s more than an ab-

sence of conflict.  Shalom is intended to convey God’s peace, 

which is the ideal state for which humanity was created.  Of 

course, you remember this summary from February’s newsletter.  

Perhaps you knew all of that already when I shared about how 

shalom is the classic and still appropriate way to greet someone in 

Hebrew.  Paul and Jesus used shalom in their greetings routinely, 

although its routine usage shouldn’t diminish the depth of its gift.  

Centuries later, it’s still the Israeli-culturally appropriate, way better greeting than our    

English “hello.”  Shalom is also the proper word to use at times of parting as well. 

All along, I had planned to follow up February’s look at the blessing, greeting nature of the 

hello shalom with a look at the goodbye version.  I didn’t think it would end up being quite 

so early in the year.  However, since I’m saying a goodbye of sorts myself, it seems like the 

right time.  Hold on St. Peter’s sisters and brothers, catch your breath.  I’m not saying  

goodbye to us.  St. Paul and Zion have agreed to bring on Pastor Erin Evans as your full-time 

Intentional Interim, which means my run as Acting Pastor and then Local Interim Pastor 

concludes at the end of this month.  Even as roles change, we remain brothers and sisters 

in Christ and ministry partners, just as we were before, except now I believe that our       

fellowship is stronger for the time we have been in partnership in these new ways.           

The goodbye shalom is like that too, I think. 

Already, we were serving on synodical committees together.  Already, we had friendships 

that reached between our three congregations.  Yet, we didn’t translate into closer ministry 

partnerships.  Over the last fifteen months, here and there we attended each other’s     

worship services.  We attended and donated to each other’s dinners.  We had joint youth 

group events.  We grieved some of the same losses and more intentionally prayed for each 

other.  Shalom.  This is the goodness of God.  There is no need for it to end, just because a 

goodbye is happening.  God is wider than that. 

Whenever we greet someone, the truth is that there has always been a connection with 

that other person, whether they appear to be a random stranger or our oldest friend.  We 

are all created by God as part of the human family.  We had more relational connections 

than we realized.  Now they have been fostered and grown. God’s peace recognizes that 

the bonds we form with others in love should not diminish or end, just because a parting 

must take place.  God is able to hold them for us and maintain them in our hearts.   
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P a s t o r ’ s  P a g e  c o n t i n u e d  

Whenever we greet someone, the truth is that there has always been a connection with that other person, 

whether they appear to be a random stranger or our oldest friend.  We are all created by God as part of the 

human family.  We had more relational connections than we realized.  Now they have been fostered and 

grown. God’s peace recognizes that the bonds we form with others in love should not diminish or end, just 

because a parting must take place.  God is able to hold them for us and maintain them in our hearts.   

Bonded in peace by love, we understand better than ever that our well-being is connected to the well-being 

of all others, especially those for whom the bonds of love feel the strongest.  The reality of that connection 

means that I cannot have true peace unless you have God’s peace as well.  I really mean you.  If you’ve taken 

the time to read this far in this article, then we certainly have a strong enough relationship that we are bound 

together in loving peace by God in God’s kingdom.  Although the earthly nature of our relationship changes, 

sometimes that’s for seemingly good or bad reasons and this time certainly a good reason, our spiritual    

connections in the shalom of God do not change. 

This is what makes shalom such a wonderful expression of blessing given at times of leave taking as well.  Ok, 

take a moment to laugh at me.  That was my way of saying that “Shalom” makes for a way better expression 

of “Good-bye,” just like it’s a better “Hello.”  There’s the short, to the point version that I leave out some-

times.  God’s peace offered when we part acknowledges our connection.  It says that our time together has 

been a blessing, a gift from God.  It also acknowledges your value as a person is equal to mine, and your place 

in my heart is special.   

Whenever people part company and shalom is offered, it is also an expression of hope.  We communicate 

that we hope that all will go well and be well with them.  Because God’s peace is the ideal state of personal 

and relational wholeness for which God created us, offering that peace at a time of parting conveys the hope 

and faith that God will hold the other person or people in God’s gracious hands, caring for the other in ways 

we couldn’t even when we were together and certainly not after we depart.  Shalom means we want God’s 

abundant life for the other person or people and trust that God will make it so. 

Within that hoped for abundance of life in God’s way, I believe that a parting shalom is both a request for 

and an offering of forgiveness.  Even with those whom we love most dearly, we are bound to falter and mess 

something up.  That is true for no one more so than me.  I cannot live fully into the divine life of God feeling 

unforgiven for mistakes that I made, so I say shalom hoping for 

forgiveness.  Likewise, I cannot live fully into the divine life of God 

carrying a grudge, so I say shalom offering forgiveness.  This is the 

Way of the Kingdom, as I understand it. 

I’m still that pastor at St. Peter’s, and I hope to be for a long time.  

Pastor Erin Evans is now the pastor at Zion and St. Paul; however 

we are all still partners in ministry, and I hope to be for a long 

time.  In all of our life’s journeys, the ebbs and flows move us in 

and out of greater and lesser awareness of connection.  God’s 

peace to you in our greetings.  God’s peace to you in our partings.  

May God bind us in love and hold us all in eternally caring hands 

always.  Shalom.  God’s peace be with you. 
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Good Friday  Community  Cross Walk 

Keeping the Word Alive  

A special thank you to everyone who volunteered to 

read and “keep the word alive” from the end of the 

Good Friday evening service until the start of the 

Easter morning sunrise service.  Volunteers signed up 

to read from John, which is used with Mark this year.  

Some volunteered to read at the church while others 

elected to read while on a zoom-link from home.  If 

you missed your chance this year, no worries… you 

can sign up next year to keep the word alive!  

A special thank you to everyone who attended 

the cross walk this year.  The cross began at         

St. Peter’s and ended at Westminster with a  

Good Friday Service.   

H o l y  W e e k   

St. Peter’s Youth spent Good 

Friday evening together by       

attending the worship service, 

playing games together,              

watching a movie, and taking 

part in the annual Easter Vigil 

“Keeping the Word Alive.”        

A special thank to the youth for 

filling the Easter Eggs for the 

annual Easter Egg Hunt.   
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E a s t e r 2 0 2 4  

Many thanks to the fellowship committee for hosting the annual Easter Breakfast!  Thank you to           

everyone who took time to help prepare food and to everyone who attended to breakfast and donated 

funds for St. Peter’s Lutherlyn Campers.  The total funds raised from the breakfast were $347.  
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E a s t e r  e g g  h u n t   

“Miss” Robin’s Class enjoys their Sunday School time each week and loved the Easter Egg Hunt!!!  
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E a s t e r  e g g  h u n t   
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A n n o u n c e m e n t s  

500 Card Club – will meet this month 
on Friday,  May 3 at noon.  Everyone is 
invited and encouraged to attend - no  
experience needed! If  you would like to 
learn to play, you are welcome to join in 
the fun.  It’s a pot luck 
event so bring whatever 

you would like to share. 

Lunch Bunch- If you enjoy a good meal and 

good people, please consider being a part of 

this month’s Lunch Bunch. The next Lunch 

Bunch will be Wednesday, May 8th at noon  

at the Harmony Inn. Please let Pastor know 

ahead of time so we can reserve the right 

number of seats.  We order from the menu & 

lunch is Dutch treat.  

Mother Daughter Banquet 

Join us this year on May 20th at 6:30pm 
for a Tea Party in Luther Hall.  Our own 
Teresa O’Malley will lead us through 
the experience of a High Tea.  Instead 
of a tureen, specific high tea food will 
be prepared this year.  There will be 
music and a craft also.  All ladies are      
welcome! Bring just yourself or as many 
guests as you’d like. Sign 
ups are appreciated to 
know how much food to 
prepare but not required. 

Nursery -  The nursery is open and staffed.   
Teen volunteers and adults with clearances are 
always welcome to help too. Please talk to    
Beverly Barkley if you’re interested in helping. 
 

Attention Graduates - If you are graduating in 
2024 please submit a brief bio to the church 
office and plan to be honored here in early June. 

On Sunday, April 14th former pastor,                    

David Saylor was welcomed as a guest in                   

celebration of the 175th anniversary of the           

congregation.  Pastor Saylor presided over           

communion and led the congregation in songs 

and prayers.  Many thanks to Pastor Saylor and 

his loving family for helping our congregation 

remember its past, celebrate its present, and 

look forward to the future.   
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Vacation Bible School – is hosted by St. Johns UCC this 
year on July 7-11 from 5:30-7:30 pm.  Please see Pastor 
Johns if you are interested in volunteering for VBS this 
year. 

Kid Camp (School Age) – will be offered again this year for 
3 weeks!  June 10-14, June 17-21, and August 12-16. Please 
see Heidi Beahm for more information 

Morning Manna – Our five-day summer children’s ministry 
event will happen on June 10-14 from 9 am until noon. 
Children of all ages are invited to come and bask in the 
light of the Son! 

A n n o u n c e m e n t s  

DID YOU KNOW,,,, 

That Chick-fil-A offers a rewards program for non-

profits like our church?  If you keep your receipts 

from the Chick-fil-A in Cranberry Township or the 

Wexford location we can benefit from them!  They 

give back 20% of the total receipt (less the taxes) in 

catering credits for St. Peter’s.  The next time you 

are debating about a place to grab a quick bite to eat 

please think about stopping at Chic-fil-A and keep 

your receipt for church.  There is a large envelope on 

the bulletin board in Luther Hall for your receipts.  

Mowers – Anyone who is interested in 
mowing and trimming this season, and is 
not already on the volunteer list, please 
contact Pastor Johns. 

Property Work Day – Saturday, May18th 
is our annual work day at St. Peter’s.  
Rain or shine there is always plenty of 
things to do both inside and outside of 
our church.  Join in the fellowship and 
help to check things off of the St. Peter’s 
“to do” list!  

Save the Date! 2024 SWPA Women of the ELCA Convention          
May 18, 2024 (one day) Good Shepherd Lutheran Church        
Greensburg, PA All Creation Praises and Sings. We will start our     
Saturday morning with worship at 8:30am led by Bishop Kusserow 
and followed by a question-and-answer session. Our offering will   
be taken during the service. We will follow with elections, and Fair 
Trade will be available during the breaks and after lunch. Please   
refer to the website at www.equalexchange.org and any questions 
or preordering should be emailed to the Reverend Linda Theophilus 
at revtheophilus@live.com Lunch is being catered by Long’s          
Catering, Inc. of Greensburg. Following lunch and fellowship, Joan Orr will lead our Bible study. We have 
four new designated outreach recipients for 2025 and will vote on them in the afternoon session. We are 
looking forward to seeing everyone on May 18th.  

Fellowship Outing – You are  
invited to an exciting road trip 
to Sight & Sound Theater in         
Lancaster, PA on Saturday,       
November 2.  We will take in a 
performance of Daniel at 3 pm.   

Tickets are $75.  We reserved a 
block of 20 that are first come, 
first serve.   

Please see Eilene Budisky for 
more details. 
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S t .  P e t e r ’ s  p r i d e  

St. Peter’s friends and family have made a    

commitment to help families in need through 

the Evans City Community Food Cupboard.  So 

far donations of cereal, mac and cheese, and 

hamburger helper have all been included in   

donations.  We look forward to seeing what the 

food cupboard needs most in the months to 

come and seeing how we can best meet that 

need.  In May, we are collecting Jello and      

Pudding.  If you would like to donate your time 

to help pack food we invite you to join us the 

second Sunday of each month after worship.  

St. Peter’s welcomed our newest members Jim 

Schrader and Nadine Daniels to our church family on 

Sunday, April 28th.  We are happy that you have 

chosen to be part of our family and Jim we love to 

hear your booming voice in the choir!  We pray for 

blessings for both of you!  

Thanks to the Silent Monks from 

Lostovia for bringing creative humor 

to our fellowship time!  Alleluia! 

Congrats to 

Denny and 

Inez Schmidt   

on their   

60th wedding 

anniversary! 
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F i n a n c i a l  F a c t s   

A Financial Update  
 

In an effort to keep everyone informed about 

our current financial situation the reconciled 

Treasurer’s report of our  funds as of the end 

of March 2024 is as follows: Current Fund  

$15,733.78, Memorial Fund $7,259.74, Youth 

Fund $9,758.97, Manna Fund $4,366.51,       

Priority Project Fund 21,041.79, After School 

Program $10,889.52. Many thanks to those 

who continue to give to these funds which 

give us the ability to serve Christ and others. 

 

Thank you to everyone who volunteered 

their time and clean, ready to sell items 

to the annual spring rummage sale.  A 

special thank you to those who pur-

chased items and helped clean up after 

the sale too! A total of $2,300 was raised 

for Campers, Manna 

Night, and stained-glass 

window covering          

replacements. 

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for May 

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for May will 

support United Lutheran Seminary  If you 

would like to support this cause please mark 

the Other line on your contribution envelope.  

  

It’s not to late to direct your Thrivent Choice 

Dollars for 2024!  St. Peter’s can be listed to 

receive funds from choice dollars if you direct 

them to be given in this way.  Log into your 

account and see if you are a beneficiary who 

can elect to designate your dollars.   

 



 

   

T h o u g h t s  &  P r a y e r s  

      

      Cole Barkley 
      John, Summer, Timothy Barron & Family 

      Helen Barto 

      Dave Brockhoff  

 (open heart surgery – Robin VanDyke) 

      Tom Broeren 

      Jane Brown 

      Kay Burr 

      Cindy Caldwell (breast cancer) 

      Jane Carruth (Colon Cancer - B.Barkley) 

      Luke Clawson  

      Michael Clawson 

      David English (Lung Cancer) 

      Diane Fair 

      Mary, Glenn and David Fulghum 

      Lori Goodwin  

      Joan Gumpp 

      Patty Grubbs 

      Bill Head 

      Annastyn Hogan 

      Stephanie Hogan 

      Ella Jason  

      Greg John 

      Carol Kerr 

      Val Kurth (Breast Cancer) 

      Todd Manuel (blood cancer) 

          Jane Mashuda 

           

      Diamond McCracken 

      Lou & Jan McKibben  

 (submitted by Karen Ferrari)  

      Matt & Kim Morris  

      Mark Phillips 

      Leah Plank 

      Erin Price 

      Bill Puryear (cancer) 

      Barb Rader 

      Lori Rasp 

      Rick Reifenstein 

      Judy Smith  

 (breathing issues – from: T. O’Malley) 

      Carrie Sphar (cancer – from: C. Thomas) 

      Jane Taylor 

      Cathy VanDyke  

 (Robin Van Dyke’s Sister-In-Law)  

      John Vrana 

      Liam Wahl  

 (infant in need of heart transplant) 

      Glen Walker  

      Mary Watson 

      Bob Wearing 

      Garrie Wearing   

      John & Kay Yuengert  

 (submitted by Karen Ferrari)  

      Nancy & Butch Zattiero 

PRAYERS FOR OUR HOMEBOUND 

Please contact the church office as soon as possible  

to request additions or changes. 

     Carol Green       Gini Rinkus        

     Norma Iman       Lucille Wingard    

      

INTERCESSIONS FOR CONSOLATION IN GRIEF 

Members and friends who have entered the  

Church Triumphant in the previous 3 months: 

The family of Karen Marburger 

The family of Ruth Rasp 
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A p r i l  C o u n c i l  M i n u t e s  
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a p r i l  C o u n c i l  M i n u t e s  ( c o n t i n u e d )  
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V o l u n t e e r i n g  a t  S t .  p e t e r ’ s  &  B i r t h d a y s  

              Date 05/05/2024 05/12/2024 05/19/2024 05/26/2024 

 Acolytes Gianna Bonicky Logan Thomas Ethan Johns Seth Price 

Altar Flowers ($40) Jane Taylor  RJ Bird Roberta Domhoff Lucille Wingard 

Altar Guild Jane Taylor  Jane Taylor Jane Taylor Jane Taylor 

Asst. Minister  Glenn Fulghum Teresa O'Malley Robin Van Dyke           Ted Lindgren II 

Bell Ringer Corey Walker Joe Ludwik Wes Schmidt Adam Price 

Communion          
Ministers 

Ted Lindgren III Robin Van Dyke           Ted Lindgren II Teresa O'Malley 

Eternal Candle ($15) Marlene Domhoff Marlene Domhoff Marlene Domhoff Marlene Domhoff 

Greeters Dan & Jen Erin  
Becky Rengers       
& Joan Hogan  

Wes & Linda 
Schmidt 

Tom & Cindy    
Ayers  

Lector Troy Barkley Melissa Bonicky Karen Ferrari Charlie Flach 

Nursery   Linda Schmidt Beverly Barkley Marge Lindgren Emily Taylor 

Offering Counters 
Robin Van Dyke          

& Rob Burr 
Robin Van Dyke          

& Rob Burr 
Robin Van Dyke          

& Rob Burr 
Robin Van Dyke          

& Rob Burr 

Tech Support  Adam Price Heidi Beahm Adam Price Heidi Beahm 

Ushers 
Joe Ludwik                 
& Dan Erin 

Adam Price                 
& Rob Burr 

Cindy & Tom        
Ayers 

Dan & Casey    
Guerriero  

May Birthdays               

St. Peter’s Church Family Wishes Many 

Blessings To You!  

1 Luke Zoelle       10  Andrew Lingenfelter 

3 Brenda Ainsworth      11 Robin Plank 

3 Margaret Clawson      11 Gini Rinkus 

5 Robin Williams      14 Carol Kerr 

5 Maddox Schmidt      14 Robert Watson III 

6 Gianna Bonicky           16 Brenda Peffer 

6 Dan Erin       19 Marla Bird 

8 Roberta Domhoff      30 Lawrence (Pony) 

8 Ehlana Lingenfelter         Dunbar 

10 John Watson      30 Emily Acre 

         30 Vic Peffer 

St. Peter’s Choirs Practices: 

Sr. Choir practice at 7 pm 
through  June 5. 

 

 

 

Geraniums for Pentecost are 

available to purchase again 

this year.   

Please look for the order 

forms within the bulletins or 

call the office. 
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m a y  C a l e n d a r  a n d  E v e n t s  

St. Peter’s Softball Schedule                       

Games—SRU MAC games start at 6:30,                               

Middle Lancaster games start at 6:15;                                           

all doubleheaders 

 5/7 @MAC  6/20 @ ML  

 5/17 @ MAC 6/24 @ ML 

 5/28 @ MAC 6/28 @ MAC 

 6/5 @ ML  7/1 @ ML 

 6/13 @ML  7/15 @ ML 

Come join us at the Pirates 

game, Saturday June 22nd.  

More information to follow. 

Please talk to Pastor if 

you’re interested in going. 

Annual       
Church Picnic 

 

Early June 
 

Date and Details 
to follow soon! 

May 19th 
Our confirmands this year  

are Seth Price, Leah Plank  

and Mark Zoelle. 

 

Save the Date:  

St. Peter’s 3rd Annual Cornhole Tournament  

Saturday, June 29th, 5:30 pm  

Donations Benefit the ALS Association of Western PA  

in Loving Memory of Rege Rengers 



 

16  

202 Van Buren St. 

Evans City, PA  

16033 

Call us: 724-538-5810 

E-mail us 

stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net 

 

St. Peter’s 

Lutheran 

Church   

May’s Newsletter is Sponsored by  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 

God’s Son  

 

 

 

Never Fails 

Website:  http://

www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org/ 

Our Staff: 

 

Pastor Brandon Johns                    

 

Kimberly Peaco, Secretary 

 

Marlene Domhoff, 

Organist / Music Director 

 

Joe Ludwik, Sexton 

 

Heidi Beahm 

After School Director 

If you are interested in sponsoring the newsletter, we have opportunities  

available for June and December.  Please contact the church office. 

 

The Sunday Bulletin Deadline is                      
Wednesdays at 10 am 

* 
Monthly Newsletter Deadline is the  

3rd Sunday of each month 
* 

Sunday School = 9:00 am  
Weekly Worship Services = Sundays at 10:15 am   

* 
Check Our Weekly Calendar of other events. 

* 
Office Hours for Secretary:    

Monday thru Friday 9:00 am til Noon 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.cliparthut.com/clip-arts/556/september-clip-art-556545.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.cliparthut.com/sept-word-clipart.html&h=101&w=203&tbnid=49IQhkFArFkfTM:&docid=E1rrhOHXj-2X5M&ei=V-vdVY7hC4O4yQTvwKe4DQ&tbm=isch

